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BLUE THOUGHTS ON A RED NATION 


Barry Crimmins says... 


Don’t shake hands with a war criminal 


mw RETR ADE Fl TAL ~ short essays, several of which were has been making people laugh. But 
3 __BY DEIRDRE FULTON __... first published in these pages. The then he slips in a wry assessment 
book is part memoir, part political here and an idealistic hope there, 
history, and part social criticism, of- and you remember that no matter 
fered with a good measure of biting how frosty it gets, Crimmins will 
humor. keep giving us reasons to smile. 

When the 51-year-old Crimmins Never Shake Hands with a War 
lets loose on the Bush administra- Criminal (the title war criminal being 
tion, lambasting one injustice before | Henry Kissinger, by the way) has 
; ; veering off to the next, you may for- come out just in time for the holidays 
ca Radio writer and commentator, ; ; ; ; : 

; : ; get that the foundation of his career — the ideal consolation gift for the 

and a long-time Phoenix contributor ; ; 
— is trying valiantly to'stay warm at discouraged liberals on your list, or 
his home there, despite the icy See CRIMMINS, page 18 
prospect of four more years of 
George W. Bush in the White House. 
He’s stoking the fire (metaphorically) 
with Never Shake Hands with a War 
Criminal (Seven Stories Press), his 
recently released collection of 26 


T’S ALREADY COLD in Troupsburg, 

New York, on the Pennsylvania bor- 
der just southwest of Elmira, one of 
the reddest areas of a very blue state. 
Comedian, author, and activist Barry 
Crimmins — a founding father of 
Boston’s comedy scene, an Air Ameri- 


The real thihg 


Sam Fuller’s vision 


TALKING POLITICS 


MoveOn 
confronts 
the future 


How does a grassroots power 
redirect its muscle? 


BY ADAM REILLY 


0 N A SUNDAY evening in mid November, 
18 people gathered in a funkified Ja- 
maica Plain office to ponder the future of 
MoveOn, the progressive political organiza 
tion. They weren't alone: in thousands of 
other spots around the country, like-minded 
Americans — dismayed by George W. Bush’s 
re-election and desperate for some kind of 
solace — were doing the same thing. Thirty 
minutes into the meeting, MoveOn’s leaders 
began to speak, their voices traveling over 
the Internet from a party on Fifth Avenue in 
New York. 
Eli Pariser, ex- j 
es m@ Professional 


ecutive director of 


MoveOn’s politi- spies spooked 


cal-action com- 


mittee (PAC), by Bush's 
began by telling . 

the MoveOn faith- C lA chief 

fulthat— inthe BY JASON VEST 


wake of John 
Kerry’s loss — 


they had a chance w Selling the 
to remake Ameri- lraq War 


can politics. “I 

don’t mean to AN INTERVIEW WITH 
sound grandiose,” DANNY SCHECHTER 

he said, “but you 

represent an un- 

precedented political force in this country — 
maybe the most powerful force.” Field direc- 
tor Adam Ruben then ran through MoveOn’s 
accomplishments: $40 million raised and 
spent on political ads during the ’04 cam- 
paign; $4 million donated to Kerry, the De- 
mocratic candidate; $5 million donated to 
progressive congressional candidates; 
70,000 volunteers working to get out the 
vote. Washington insiders used to laugh at 


MoveOn, Ruben said, but they’d been 
See POLITICS, page 16 
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DECEMBER 278 
7:00 DOORS - 3:00 SHOW - 18+ 


Tickets available at the Orpheum Theatre Box Office, ticketmaster.com, 
or cali 617-228-6000. Tickets available at Avalon night of show only. Get tickets at 
Teapartyconcerts.com. American Express Membership Rewards® points accepted 
for all concert tickets. Produced by CCE 
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you’ll receive this season 
arrive after the holidays. 
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DENVER HARBOR ¢ DROPPING DAYLIGHT 
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TOXIC NARCOTIC 
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CATCH 22 
PUNCHLINE * SOCRATIC * STRAY BULLETS 
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ot long ago I asked readers if they could forgive Buzkashi for not 
being the Helmand (a very fine Afghan restaurant), and accept it as 
a pleasant, less-expensive, somewhat-funkier alternative. Now ... 


by Robert Nadeau 


* a 
sipping 
hether you celebrate Hanukka 
or Chanukah, when you light 
the menorah this year, leave the 
Manischewitz on the shelf. Because 
He’Brew, the self-proclaimed “Best 
Jewish Beer in America” 
(a/k/a “The Chosen Beer”), is 


by Mike Miliard 


We between discount fab- 


ric stores and luncheonette- 
style sandwich shops on the out- 
skirts of Downtown Crossing, Can- 
cun Express is hardly the type of 
place one might expect to find ... 


by Laryn Ivy 


gift books 


Just in time for the season, it’s our look at short-story 
collections, cookbooks with a holiday twist, female lit 
from haute to cool, and the latest in brainy 
compendiums. 
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news and features 


TALKING POLITICS: MoveOn confronts the future by Adam Reilly 1 
During the 2004 presidential campaign, progressive darling MoveOn.org revolutionized the politic al use of the Internet 
and became, for many, the embodiment of the embattled American left. But the vaunted organization failed to realize its 
most ambitious goals, and now MoveOn’s role in the next Democratic transformation is far from clear 


Barry Crimmins says . . . by Deirdre Fulton ...... cas a 
Comedian, author, and activist Savy Crimmins believes the current t goverment demands a lot of criticism, and his new 
book of political essays, Never Shake Hands with a War Criminal, just might encourage some lefties to raise their voices 


DON’T QUOTE ME: Faces of death Sy Dan Kennedy........ 14 
For a few days, the video clip of an American Marine shooting an unarmed insurgent in the head seemed destined to 
become one of the Iraq War’s signature images. But instead it’s slowly fading from the public eye — a disappearing act 
that reveals much about the nation’s evolving attitude toward the war. 


Politicized espionage by Jason vest......... 22 
If there’s one thing on which both supporters and critics of the new CIA chief can agree, it’s that the departure of several 

agency veterans is only the beginning of the personnel fallout — and ominous culture shift — likely to trouble the agency 
under Porter Goss’s leadership. 


The go-between by Mike Miliard ... 26 
Once upon a time, Al Aronowitz knew everyone. Now, alone in his New Jersey apartment, the “Blacklisted Journalist” who 


introduced Bob Dylan to the Beatles looks back. 


Game faces by Tamara Wieder ; each wa ahd east nacre ve <r 
Think you know all the players at Fenway Park? Think again. 


C Gwe have a Pentagon media adviser ... who says there were five wars going on. One 
was the one the military saw, the other was the one Americans saw, the third was 
what Europe saw, the fourth was what the Middle East saw, and the fifth was what 


the rest of the world saw. And ... they were never in sync.” 99 
— Danny Schechter, This Just In, page 6 


departments 


PHOENIX FLASHBACKS ... 5 10 
Sperm-bank interest, Pixie power, a taste of Alice’s 
Restaurant, and other odds and ends from the Phoenix's 
past. Plus, David Sipress’s “Reality Check.” 


EDITORIAL . 
LETTERS 


Political gadfly Danny Schechter unveils: his Weapons of 
Mass Deception, a nonevent happens in the gay-marriage 
wars, and Fidelity can’t bear the sight of poverty. Plus, a 
dispatch from Negativiand. 


URBAN BUY by Darcy Heitzke 
Get carded. 


MOON SIGNS astrology by Symboline Dai 


OUT THERE by Alan Olifson . . . 11 
Turning over a new (year’s) leaf. 


THE STRAIGHT DOPE by Cecil Adams... . 13 
SEE PUEINS SS cary, Netcare Sods 33 
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Coming along. 
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EDITORIAL 


The federal courts continue to defend free expression and personal 
liberty — but a proposed Republican power grab threatens that 


The last bulwark 


1E CRUCIAL ROLE that the federal courts 
play in protecting our rights of free expres- 
sion and personal liberty is rarely more evi- 
dent than it has been this week. In three sepa- 
rate rulings, the courts decided: 

© Not to interfere with the right of same-sex 
couples to marry in Massachusetts, a right guar- 
anteed a year ago by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court in its landmark 
Goodridge decision. 

® To prohibit the MBTA from refusing adver- 
tisements submitted by a pro-marijuana advoca- 
cy group, even as the Supreme Court was hear- 
ing arguments about the constitu- 
tionality of a California law that al- 
lows marijuana to be used for me- 
dicinal purposes. 

© To stop the Pentagon from en- 
forcing a law that requires universi- 
ties and colleges to allow military 
recruiters on campus — a 
significant victory for Boston Col- 
lege Law School professor Kent 
Greenfield, a leader in the fight to 
overturn the law. 

Of these, the least surprising was the Supreme 
Court’s refusal to hear an appeal of Goodridge. 
Filed by the Liberty Counsel, a far-right organi- 
zation based in Florida, the challenge appeared 
more an attempt at political grandstanding than 
a serious legal argument. The Massachusetts 
courts clearly have jurisdiction over our state’s 
constitution, and the Supreme Court’s routine 
rejection of the case was a tacit recognition of 
that. Still, the fact that the civil and human 
rights of gay and lesbian couples will not be 
fought out before the highest court in the land 
represents a welcome break from the culture 
wars, which have only accelerated since the 
presidential election. (See “Freedom Watch,” 
This Just In, page 7.) 

The MBTA decision, by the US Court of Ap- 
peals for the First Circuit, in Boston, was the 
most intriguing of the three, as it stood in con- 
trast to the very real possibility that the Supreme 
Court will overturn California’s medicinal-mari- 
juana law. With an assist by the ACLU of Massa- 
chusetts, a pro-marijuana group called Change 
the Climate had fought the MBTAs refusal to ac- 
cept three ads it had submitted, even though the 
T — a governmental, taxpayer-funded agency 
with an obligation to promote diverse view- 
points — accepts alcohol ads and government- 
sponsored anti-drug ads (see “MBTA Must Say 
Yes to Drugs,” This Just In, page 7). 

In a strong affirmation of the First Amend- 
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ment, the appeals court’s ruling observed that 
“the MBTA is in a position to control 40,000 ad- 
vertising spaces for the dissemination of infor- 


mation to a large segment of the region’s popula- 


tion. It is disquieting, to say the least, that the 
majority would allow the government to control 
the content of the information to which the pub- 
lic is exposed through these advertising spaces.” 
Unfortunately, it is also disquieting that the 
Supreme Court appears ready to ignore its own 
federalism principles by denying California the 
legal right to allow its citizens to use marijuana 
for recognized medical purposes. (Needless to 
say, this would not be the first time 
the high court has made a mockery 
of federalism. Witness its legally in- 
supportable order to stop the Florida 
recount in 2000, and thus to award 
the presidency to George W. Bush.) 

The military-recruitment decision 
involves a law called the Solomon 
Amendment, passed in 1996, which 
places colleges and universities at risk 
of losing federal funds if they refuse 
to allow military recruiters to visit their campuses. 
The problem is that the armed forces’ “don’t ask, 
don't tell” rule, which discriminates against gay 
men and lesbians, violates the anti-discrimination 
policies in effect at many institutions of higher 
learning. Yet because no college or university can 
afford to reject federal funding, institutions such 
as Harvard and Yale have had to give in. 

“The Solomon Amendment requires law 
schools to express a message that is incompati- 
ble with their educational objectives, and no 
compelling governmental interest has been 
shown to deny this freedom,” the US Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, in 
Philadelphia, said in its ruling. (Though the 
Solomon Amendment applies to all colleges and 
universities, the battle to overturn it was led by 
law schools.) To be sure, there is an unsettling 
aspect to this: in academia, in particular, the free 
expression of ideas should be guaranteed, and 
officials who would bar military recruiters from 
their campuses should rethink their position. 
The military’s discriminatory policies should be 
the subject of vigorous discussion and debate; 
simply banning the military from campus vio- 
lates those ideals. Still, the appeals court proper- 
ly recognized the Solomon Amendment as an 
unacceptable form of coercion. 

All these decisions underscore how vital it is 
that George W. Bush be pressured to name 
judges to the federal courts who are not knee- 
jerk, overtly ideological right-wingers. The Sen- 


ate will be dominated by a solid majority of 55 
Republicans when it reconvenes next month, so 
it would be too much to hope that Bush will 
name judges who are anything other than con- 
servative. But at a minimum, the Democratic 
minority must insist on what George Washing- 
ton University Law School professor Jeffrey 
Rosen has described as “principled conserva- 
tives,” who defer to precedent and legislative 
intent, and reject “conservative activists” who 
seek to undo 70 years of social legislation dat- 
ing back to the New Deal. 

Incredibly, though, there is serious talk in 
Washington of undermining the only tool the 
Democrats have to slow down or stop bad judi- 
cial appointments: the filibuster, by which the 
Senate is constrained from voting as long as 
any one of its members is speaking. A filibuster 
may be cut off if 60 senators vote to do so; the 
Republicans will be five votes short. The Re- 
publicans have bitterly complained about 
the filibuster for some time, even though the 
Democrats have used it sparingly. 

The filibuster is part of representative democ- 
racy. If voters had wanted the Republicans to 
control all the levers of power, they presumably 
wouldn't have elected a closely divided Senate. 
When neither party enjoys a strong mandate, 
politics and common sense dictate that impor- 
tant nominees, such as federal judges, be broad- 
ly acceptable to both parties. 

Ordinarily, the Senate could change the 60- 
vote rule only with a two-thirds vote, which 
the Republicans obviously cannot muster. But 
the Republican majority is said to be consider- 
ing what some call the “nuclear option” — 
allowing Vice-President Dick Cheney, as the 
presiding officer of the Senate, to rule that 
filibusters of judicial nominees could be ended 
with a simple majority vote. This would be a 
catastrophic breach of democracy; but, sadly, 
it would be all too typical of Bush’s Republi- 
can Party, whose hunger for power and 
contempt for anyone standing in its way 
seemingly knows no bounds. 

As this week’s judicial decisions demonstrate, 
the federal courts are the last protectors of liber- 
ty — an indispensable bulwark against the 
tyranny of the majority. Four more years of Bush, 
combined with a Republican Senate, will put 
that bulwark to the test. The Democrats must 
stand firm. This isn’t the time for go-along-to- 
get-along politics. This is the time to fight. Sb 


What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 





LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. Letters 
should be typed (double-spaced), if possible, and 
must include the writer’s name, address, and a 
telephone number where he or she can be reached 
during business hours for verification. The writer’s 
name and position or town will be published, but 
these may be withheld for good reason. 

Letters may be mailed to the Boston Phoenix, 
126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215; faxed 
to (617) 859-8201; or e-mailed to 
letters@phx.com or to staff writers’ e-mail ad- 
dresses (e-mailed letters must include a telephone 
number for verification and a hometown). All let- 
ters are subject to editing for considerations of 
space, fairness, and clarity. 


THE GOOD FIGHT 

As a left-leaning liberal, I agree that Democ- 
rats and progressives can’t afford to be paralyzed 
by grief (“Battling Bush,” News and Features, 
November 19). What I reject is the notion that 
the result of this election is our fault. Renner 
Wunderlich says we should be depressed be- 
cause we didn’t do enough. Nonsense. There 
was an incredible effort made on the part of 


MoveOn.org, Michael Moore, and countless vol- 
unteers and organizations to convey the urgency 
of removing this administration. While we may 
not have had the most charismatic presidential 
candidate, there was unprecedented unity 
demonstrated at the last Democratic National 
Convention. Add to that a steady stream of bad 
news about the deficit, war, Abu Ghraib, and the 
ignored national-security warnings of Richard 
Clarke. I can’t imagine what else could have 
been said to change the minds of the majority. 
The far right may have won the election, but 
their victory is the triumph of hypocrisy, super- 
stition, homophobia, bigotry, aggression, and, 
yes, stupidity. Why should we not hold the vot- 
ers accountable for their disgraceful choice? The 
fact that most Americans are untroubled by Abu 
Ghraib and the rest of George W. Bush’s fraudu- 
lent agenda is their sin, not ours. 
Anna Herrick 
Somerville 


LIBERAL BLUES 
Feeling blue in a sea of red, huh (“Blue in a 
Red America,” News’and Features, November 





5)? I’m a registered independent. I voted for 
President Bush (again) because I have a 
brother-in-law who has served in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and is probably going back before 
Christmas. Differences in military-service 
records aside; I don’t believe Senator Kerry 
would be capable of taking the helm of the war 
on terror. His voting record does not show what 
I feel would be adequate support for our troops 
and security. Yes, Iraq is a mess, and it’s the 
Bush administration that got us there. But Kerry 
showed us no plan that he could actually imple- 
ment besides going to the UN — which would 
have done nothing. 

Truth be told, I am not entirely happy with 
Bush. But given the situation, I’m relieved that 
Bush beat not only Kerry, but also Michael 
Moore, Barbra Streisand, Michael Stipe, Katie 
Couric, and the like. Because he represents 
what these people, and your publication, refuse 
to accept: the basic premise that America, like it 
or not, was founded on Christian ideals — and 
is very much still made up of traditionalists. 

Andrew DiGiovanni 
Stonington, Connecticut 
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Friday, December 3 
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IRAQ VERSUS THE MEDIA 


War dissected 


When it comes to the war in Iraq, Americans 
aren't getting the whole story, Danny Schechter 
says. And he would know. Since the war in Iraq 
began in March 2003, he’s focused his daily 
News Dissector media criticism and analysis, 
posted at www.newsdissector.org/weblog, on how 
that war was presented to Americans — and how 
most news organizations fell far short, acting 
more as salespeople for the government than as 
sleuths for the truth. His blog entries became a 
book, Embedded: Weapons of Mass Deception 

- How the Media Failed To Cover the War on 
lraqg. And now he’s made the book into a 
documentary, Weapons of Mass Deception (Peter 
Keough’s review of the film appears in “Trailers” 
in this week’s Arts section), which highlights 
aspects of the war that were largely overlooked 
by American journalists — such as human-rights 
abuses, civilian casualties, and other issues that 
have more to do with them than with us. 

On the phone from his New York office, 
Schechter talked about the war Americans never 
got the chance to see, why they need to see it, 
and why he's the one to show it to them. 





Q: Why did you decide to put the observations 
from your book and your blog into a film? 

A: The war was sold with images, and that 
kind of integration of show biz and news biz on 
television — most people get their news from 
television. So | felt that you have to fight fire 
with fire in order to really convey the impact of 
how there was more selling than telling. And as 
a former network producer, | felt | was in a good 
position to illustrate the techniques that we used 
to promote the war as news. 


Q: As narrator, you're very much a part of the 
film. Why did you choose to put yourself in a 
central role? 

A: It’s a personal film in the sense that I’m 
trying to confront, in a sense, a failure of 
journalism. | felt in order to make a credible 
case, | had to let the audience know who | was 
and what my background is — you know, that 
I’ve been in journalism for 30 years. That | 
worked at CNN and ABC News, that I’ve made 


ART ATTACK 


Seeing the big picture 


What the billion-dollar Fidelity Investments engine (or at least a 
tiny little speck of it on Summer Street) has sown, the small 
Waltham photography gallery Panopticon will reap. Every month, 
Fidelity's advertising division, appropriately called “the Agency,” 
invites local artists to hang their work in the Summer Street 
building's Fourth Floor Gallery, a corporate corridor accessible only 
to employees. By calling this benevolent program a “show,” the 
Agency claims, it’s supporting local artists. Yet there’s almost no 
outside exposure — guests can view the collection just once a 
month, during an invitation-only, two-hour reception, so 
essentially the division is just wrangling hungry artists into 


redecorating its hallway for free. 


But even for free, November's “Cuba: There Is Light and 
Shadow” wasn’t what gallery manager Tanya Dempsey had in 
mind for her office. (Dempsey didn’t return calls for comment.) 
Ten days before Wayland photographer and show curator Linda 
Hirsch had been scheduled to hang the collection of about 50 
photos, Dempsey abruptly rejected many images — some of 
which had been “approved” months in advance — because they 
were too “provocative” for the corporate environment. Dempsey 
rejected the images because they illustrated political, religious, 


[this just in] 


many documentaries. 
Basically, I've been in the 
news business. So I'm 
bringing to the film an 
insider's experience and an 
outsider’s perspective. |’m not 
trying to be another Michael 
Moore. On the other hand, | 
feel like one of the things | 
want to see in the media is 
personal responsibility by 
journalists, not hiding behind 
their corporate logos. 


Q: Where did you get the 
footage for the film? 

A: We filmed interviews all over the world, in 
the United States, with journalists, with people 
who have been to Iraq who could tell us more 
about what they saw and did. Then we reached 
out to broadcast organizations, and we were able 
to get a response of footage from the BBC, from 
the CBC in Canada, from Al-Jazeera, from 
Germany, from South African Broadcasting. We 
wanted to show Americans what other people 
saw that they didn’t see. And these other 
networks basically agreed and provided material. 
Then we went to independent filmmakers, like 
the Guerrilla News Network, Robert Young 
Pelton, Gwendolyn Cates, who was an embed 
working as a freelancer for People magazine. 
And they provided us with footage that, again, 
has not really been seen on television. 

But then we used, under what we consider to 
be legitimate fair use, network footage in order 
to show what the networks did, how the news 
was packaged, compressed, and spun. 


Q: When you compare the international 
footage with American broadcasts, what are 
some of the differences? 

A: We have a Pentagon media adviser in the 
film who says there were five wars going on. One 
was the one the military saw, the other was the 
one Americans saw, the third was what Europe 
saw, the fourth was what the Middle East saw, 
and the fifth was what the rest of the world saw. 
And they monitored all this and found that they 
were never in sync. So basically five wars were 
happening, to which we added a sixth — the war 
within the media and between media outlets. 

What it came down to is: in other countries, 


because the boys 
wore necklaces with 
tiny Jewish charms. 
“You wouldn't have 
known these people 
were Jewish,” says 
Hirsch. “It was a 
very dismissive, 
broad brush. The 
inconsistency was 
bizarre.” 

Hirsch and the 
other artists decided 
to cancel “Cuba: 
There Is Light and 
Shadow” since it had 
dwindled from 
around 50 photos to 
21. But when Tony 
Decaneas saw the 
show via computer, 
through a mutual 
friend, he invited 
Hirsch to hold it at 
Panopticon, his 
Waltham gallery, this 





how people suffer in war was 
the focus; in our country, 
technology and our boys was 
the focus. In other countries, 
the policy of pre-emptive 
invasion was the focus; in 
our country, the WMDs and 
crimes of Saddam Hussein 
was the focus. In other 
countries, there was an effort 
to show, for example, 
prohibited weapons, cluster 
bombs, depleted uranium, 
and human-rights abuses by 
American forces. In our 
country, for the most part, 
there wasn’t until the Abu Ghraib scandal. 

So by using this mix of independent sources, 
international sources, and kind of a critical 
approach, | think I’m able to show the war 
Americans never saw. 


Q: Have you noticed any changes in how the 
media have covered the war since March 2003? 

A: Well, first of all, the media never really 
prepared us for what was to come. When the 
statues of Saddam came down, for most in the 
media, it was game over, we won, mission 
accomplished — that was the media frame. 
Until we realized that it was just halftime and 
that the real war was beginning. So media 
coverage, however dramatic, of the invasion, 
failed to really report what was really happening, 
help us understand this war. It wasn’t a regular 
war, it was an irregular war. That’s part one. 

Part two is that we then went through a period 
where incidents replaced any sort of assessment 
of what was happening. You know, eight dead 
today, five dead tomorrow, three dead the next 
day. Basically a catalogue of killings became the 
news frame. 

Now, with the US invasion of Fallujah, we saw 
a return of embedded reporters. And again, the 
reporting was dramatically different. In England, 
they’re talking about napalm being used, and 
other prohibited weapons, and as many as 6000 
dead. In the United States, the focus has been 
on insurgent, quote-unquote, attacks on our 
soldiers. So in a sense, the news frame hasn't 
changed from the coverage of the war. It’s all 
about us. What’s happening to the Iraqi people 
and their lives and their country is sort of off the 


radar screen for most American journalists. Not 
all, but a lot. 

In a sense, the template that | document in 
WMD is not just about the coverage of the war in 
Iraq, it's about the way in which perceptions in 
America are managed, the way in which policy is 
sold through deceptive language imagery, and 
the way in which the media system has sort of 
been welded, if you will, to the political system. 
What we have, increasingly, is a kind of state-run 
media system. Not always on every story, not 
without exceptions by exceptional journalists, 
but by and large, the framework and pattern has 
been a continuity of what we were seeing. 

What we're seeing is a different kind of media 
system than we've ever had before — extremely 
polarized, extremely, quote, patriotically correct, 
failing to really analyze American policies in any 
kind of way. 

Media is, in a sense, the central contradiction 
now in our Culture. It’s the issue that touches a 
nerve for people throughout the political system, 
left and right. The right has been bashing so- 
called liberal media forever, and now people on 
the progressive side are beginning to recognize 
that we can't have a democracy if our media 
doesn't inform us. That’s why WMD is so 
relevant, in my point of view. 


Q: The film has been compared with 
Fahrenheit 9/11. How do you compare with 
Michael Moore? 

A: | like Fahrenheit 9/11. | admire him; | 
think he’s a success. You know, his film — half a 
billion dollars and counting — opened the 
market and opened the door for other 
documentaries as well, and | certainly admire 
him for that. 

But |’m trying to go in a slightly different 
direction here. Michael has been more of a 
commentator on American life. I’m still trying 
to be, sort of, a journalist. And | think what 
I’m doing is reporting and analyzing, or as | 
call it, dissecting — which is something | 
started doing in Boston in 1970 and haven't 
stopped yet. 

Weapons of Mass Deception will open this 
Friday, December 3, at Kendall Square Cinema. 
Learn more about the film at www.wmdthefilm 
.com. 

— Deirdre Fulton 





and sexual themes, along with “poverty tones” — subject matters 
that had never, until then, been declared off-limits. 

Hirsch, who's been photographing Jewish Cubans in the small 
community of Cienfuegos for years, can’t understand the problem. 
The “poverty tones” weren't the guilt-tripping Sally Struthers sort 

— no twig-legged, dirt-flecked toddlers getting dive-bombed by 
gnats. Instead, the “taboo” pictures were innocuous, like Don 
Gurewitz’s color photo of a smiling woman tending to resting 
toddlers in a happy-looking orphanage, and Blake Fritch’s 
roadside scene of an older woman seemingly rendered headless by 
an orange pot beside her on a table. The picture with alleged 
“sexual undertones” was also taken by Fritch: a young girl leans 
over a concrete barrier while an ocean wind reveals her baggy 
white underpants (for the record, there were more startling crotch 
shots in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade). 

As for Hirsch, all her pieces were initially dismissed because 
they were “religious,” including one of rabbis reading beneath a 
Star of David flag, and another of three Jewish boys sitting on a 
planter, two wearing Red Sox hats. The latter photo was rejected 


spring. Decaneas 
calls the show “a comprehensive cross section of a living Cuba” 
and doesn’t consider the material provocative. “By my definition, 
no, | don’t think that there’s anything in the show that’s 
provocative.” But he sees Fidelity’s prerogative. “If you’re in the 
business of investments, it’s understandable that you really 
wouldn't want to present poverty. It’s kind of a contradiction — 
and an uncomfortable one.” 

Fidelity spokesman Vin Loporchio says Dempsey wasn’t acting 
under corporate policy. This was the choice of the advertising 
division, individuals who, Loporchio says, “need to make 
decisions about which pieces they want to exhibit based upon 
their environment.” But what was the real problem? Is it that 
Jewish iconography has many emotional implications? Or that 
communists are scary? Or that poor people are even scarier? 
Loporchio responds, “In general, [the Agency] needs to make 
judgments based on what their colleagues would like to see. And 
they did that.” 

— Camille Dodero 
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RUMOR MILL 
Jacques vs. Barrios? 


Will Chery! Jacques, who recently resigned as national chief of 
the Human Rights Campaign, return to Massachusetts politics? 
In 2001, after the legendary congressman Joe Moakley died, 
Jacques vied to replace him. Instead, Stephen Lynch won the 
special Democratic primary and now represents the Ninth 
Congressional District. But if Jacques is still interested in 
Congress, a seat might be opening up soon: Representative 
Michael Capuano, in the Eighth Congressional District, is widely 
thought to be planning a 2006 Democratic gubernatorial run. 
This, of course, would require Jacques to move into a new 
district, and could pit her against another prominent gay pol, 
State Senator Jarrett Barrios. And that would be a hell of a race. 

— Adam Reilly 
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Hosler hits the road 


If you ask Mark Hosler, the band 
Negativland never set out to attack 
copyright laws or to go up against a 
world-famous rock group in court. But 
while Negativland’s career runs the 
gamut from ambient music to anti- 
corporate provocation, their name will 
always be tied to their sensational 
moments. The most notorious was in 
1991, when their single “U2” — which 
sampled U2’s music and had a cover 
that resembled a U2 album — sparked 
a lawsuit by Island Records that 
financially devastated Negativland. 

“That’s when we started realizing 
we're not actually doing anything 
wrong, and actually, we shouldn’t be 
getting sued for this,” says Hosler, on 
the phone from California. “This is 
ridiculous. And so it politicized us 
further in our work.” 

When Hosler speaks in Boston this 
month — at the Coolidge Corner 
Theatre on Monday, December 6, and 
at MIT the next day — he'll give a 
talk that sprawls from file-sharing and 
the fair use of samples to hoaxes, 
pranks, and 
creative 
activism, 

















and he'll use the band’s history as 
illustration. Hosler explains, “What 
I’m doing is basically telling the story 
of how we went from being a bunch 
of pointy-headed, geeky white 
suburban teenagers making tape 
loops in our bedroom with no intent 
of doing anything activist or political 
at all, and how that turned into what 
we're doing now.” 

Hosler describes his presentation as 
“a cross between storytelling and a 
lecture and stand-up comedy and an 
experimental short-film festival.” It 
began when he was asked to present 
short films on which Negativland had 
collaborated at a Taos, New Mexico, 
film festival. That led to more invites 
— from art schools, law schools, 
independent media groups, and 
hacker societies. “Some anarchist- 
based ISP in Amsterdam flew me over 
to talk for their 10th-anniversary 
concert event,” he says. 

Although Hosler never expected to 
land on the lecture circuit, it was a 
natural transition: Negativland have 
studied and written about their work 
since 1989, when they pulled their 
first successful — and unintentional 
— media hoax. They wrote a fake 
press release claiming that their 
song “Christianity Is Stupid” had 

caused a quadruple ax-murder; 
the hoax took off like wildfire, 
with major papers and 
newscasts picking up the story. 
Negativland commemorated it in 
a collage on their 1989 CD, 
Helter Stupid. 
Next year, Negativland will 
release No Business, a 
CD and a 15,000 
word essay about 
the “illicit” 
sharing of music 
and movies on 
the Internet. 
With a few 
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caveats, Hosler supports file-sharing. 
“If | have a car, and you steal my car, 
well, I don’t have a car anymore,” he 
says. “But if I have a car and I drive 
by your house and you point your 
car-copier at me as I drive by your 
house — I’m not even parked in 
front of your house, I just drive by it 
— and you copy it, well, I still have 
my car. So I don’t really care. And in 
fact, in our case, what we're doing is 
we're copying lots and lots of cars 
and we’re taking different pieces 
from different cars to create our own 
kind of collage-hybrid-art car.” 

Next year also marks Negativland’s 
25th anniversary, with a full 
schedule of events including a 
gallery show of media and previously 
unseen fine art next fall in New York 
City. Hosler looks forward to 
showing sides of the group that the 
public has missed. “We’re basically 
most known for having what you 
would call a ‘hit lawsuit.’ We never 
had a hit record; Negativland had a 
hit lawsuit. And so that is the single 
thing that most people know about 
us.” But he also insists that’s not a 
bad thing. “[In terms of] getting our 
ideas out there and getting our two 
cents into the public discourse, on 
these issues? Wow, well, we 
succeeded — it’s like we might as 
well have had a 10-million-selling hit 
record.” 

Mark Hosler speaks on Monday, 
December 6, at 7:30 p.m., at the 
Coolidge Corner Theatre, 290 Harvard 
Street, in Brookline, (617) 734-2500 
Tickets are $12, or $10 for members. 
Hosler also speaks at MIT on Tuesday, 
December 7, at 5 p.m., Building 6 
(Eastman Laboratories) Room 120, 
182 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, as 
part of the CMS Colloquium Series 


(web. mit.edu/cms/Events 


colloquium.htmD. 
— Chris Dahlen 
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MBTA must say 
yes to drugs © 


On the day the US Supreme Court heard arguments to 
strike down or let stand a California law allowing 
the medical use of marijuana, the US Court of 
Appeals for the First Circuit ruled that the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority 
(MBTA) must sell ad space to people who 
want to legalize pot. 

The MBTA had refused to accept 
advertising from Change the Climate, a 
Greenfield-based organization that 
favors drug-policy reform, back in 2000. 
The First Circuit District Court sided with 
the MBTA, but on Monday that decision 
was reversed. Although MBTA officials tried 
to give other justifications, the Court of 
Appeals concluded they rejected the ads 
because they disagreed with the message — 
“viewpoint discrimination,” says Boston attorney Harvey 
Schwartz, who argued the case on behalf of the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

By reversing the decision, the Court of Appeals sends 
the case back to district court — where the MBTA 
apparently hopes a judge will yet provide some way to 
prevent the ads from appearing. “At no place in the US 
Appeals Court’s ruling does it order the MBTA to post 
those ads,” MBTA spokesperson Joe Pesaturo says in an 
e-mail. Change the Climate sees it differently. “We expect 
that the MBTA will abide by the ruling and post the ads,” 
says Joe White, executive director. 

Most people probably would find the ads surprisingly 





tame for all this fuss. (Former governor Paul Cellucci 
vowed to fight the ads all the way to the US Supreme 
Court.) Two of the rejected ads, which have run in 
fashington, DC, and on Boston-area billboards, denounce 
pot smoking, while recommending that parents use more 
honesty when discussing the subject with their kids. The 
third ad suggests that “police are too important ... to 
waste on arresting people for marijuana.’ 
“There is such a lack of public debate” on drug 
policy issues, White says. He points out that the 
hard-line messages of groups such as the 
Partnership for a Drug-Free America 
(PDFA) run everywhere: cable 
broadcaster Comcast has even donated 
$50 million worth of ad time to PDFA. 
All that Change the Climate wanted to 
do was pay for ads — its original 
rejected ad buy was about $50,000, 
White says — to contribute a different 
perspective. 
The MBTA was willing not only to turn 
down those ad dollars, but to spend huge 
sums of taxpayer money defending the decision. 
Pesaturo denies White’s estimate of over a million 
dollars in legal expenses, but would not provide a figure. 
(And the district court still must decide whether to make 
the MBTA pay the defense’s legal bills.) Interestingly, just 
days before the Court of Appeals decision, MBTA CEO 
Michael Mulhern rejected a call to ban alcohol ads, 
because the agency needs the money, as the Boston Globe 
first reported Tuesday. “If the MBTA were to ban these ads, 
the Authority would be giving up millions of dollars,” 
Mulhern wrote in a letter to the Rider Oversight 
Committee, which had recommended the booze ban. 
Apparently the state believes that alcohol is not worth the 
sacrifice, but pot is. 
— David S. Bernstein 









FREEDOM WATCH 


Gay-marriage foes 
spin their wheels 


There’s a lot of disingenuous spin coming from the foes of 
same-sex marriage. On Monday — no doubt much to the joy 
of anti-gay-marriage forces — the US Supreme Court refused 
to take up the petition filed by lawyers for Liberty Counsel, a 
nonprofit legal-advocacy group, on behalf of the Catholic 
Action League and 11 Massachusetts state legislators seeking 
to overturn the Bay State’s same-sex-marriage decision. 
Indeed, far from presenting a legitimate or substantive legal 
question, the petition appears calculated merely to 
demonstrate the supposed need for a “defense of marriage” 
amendment to the US Constitution. 

The Supreme Court’s refusal to review the issue presented 
by the petition — whether the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court’s decision in 
Goodridge v. Department of 
Public Health, mandating 
same-sex marriage under the 
state constitution, violates 
Massachusetts citizens’ federal 
constitutional right to enjoy a 
republican form of government 
free from judicial 
encroachment upon strictly legislative decisions — was fully 
expected by anyone with the slightest knowledge of the law. 
At this point in the legal war over same-sex marriage, no real 
federal issue exists for any federal court, much less the US 
Supreme Court, to review. The SJC decided the case according 
to its interpretation of the state constitution, and a state’s 
highest court has always been deemed the ultimate arbiter of 
the meaning of every clause in that document. Federal courts 
intervene in only two circumstances: 1) if a state 
constitutional interpretation contravenes a federal statute o1 
constitutional provision; or 2) when the decrees of one state 








are refused recognition by another. The latter may arise 
married same-sex couple from Massachusetts seek to fo1 


recognition (under the federal constitution’s “full h and 
credit” clause) of their union in another stat 
couple who reside outside Massachusetts come to the Ba 


State for the sole purpose of getting married and then return 


are no grounds 


to their state of residence. But right now, ther 
for federal judicial review of Goodridg 

So why did Liberty Counsel and its clients file th 
Supreme Court petition when they had virtually no chance of 


obtaining high-court review? The answet 


il rhetoric following th 





some of the tactic 
“This case is a minor skirmish in the overall issue of same-sex 
marriage,” Erik Stanley, Liberty 
Counsel’s lawyer, told the 
Boston Globe, which included 
his comments in a page-one, 
above-the-fold article. “The 
decision today underscores the 
need for a federal marriage 
amendment to define marriage 
as between one man and one 
woman.” (Of course, it does no 
. such thing, since the Supreme 
Court was not presented — as 

* it like ly will be some years from 
now — with the overriding 
question of the validity of a Massachusetts marriage in other 
states. Until that case arises, Massachusetts same-sex marriage 
remains a strictly local matter.) 

According to the New York Times, same-sex-matriage 
opponents claim that “the Supreme Court's tacit refusal to 
contradict the Massachusetts court would only help their 
campaigns against ‘judicial tyranny’ at the polls by helping the 
passage of amendments blocking same-sex marriage.” This spin 
is likewise misleading. The Supreme Court “refused to 
contradict” the SJC because no substantial federal question was 
presented. (No respectable legal scholar or litigator would deem 
the Constitution’s “republican form of government” guarantee 
to preclude the kind of “judicial activism” supposedly exhibited 
by the SJC’s Goodridge decision. Indeed, the Supreme Court 
itself has been known to reach pretty far in asserting its 
authority over the other branches of government — and even 
over the electorate — as demonstrated -by its decision in Bush v. 
Gore, which decided the 2000 presidential race.) 

Equally misleading is the assertion, attributed by the Globe 
to unnamed “legal specialists,” that the Supreme Court kept 
out of the fray “while [gay marriage] is still such a fresh 
source of controversy nationally.” The court kept out of the 
fray because it had no legal hook by which to get into the fray. 
In the legal battle over gay marriage, Monday’s refusal by the 
Supreme Court to put its oar in the water didn’t even qualify 
as a skirmish. 

— Harvey A. Silverglate 
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It’s in the cards 





This season, why not send holiday greetings 


that benefit a local nonprofit? 


E ALL HAVE (or try to have) generous thoughts around the 

holidays. Perhaps you plan to donate your time to a soup 

kitchen, or some canned 
goods to a family in need. Somehow, 
though, particularly this season, your 
wallet seems to be on the lighter side 
and your time feels rather limited. 
But don’t sweat it — you can still 
give back to the community by pur- 
chasing your holiday cards from one 
of the area’s many nonprofit organi- 
zations. It’s a no-brainer, really. 
You're going to buy cards anyway; 
why not direct your money toward a 
good cause at the same time? 

The AIDS Action Committee 
of Massachusetts is New England’s oldest and largest AIDS- 
service organization. Its goal is to stop the spread of HIV and assist 
those who are already infected through care, education, and advo- 
cacy. The AAC’s holiday cards feature artwork by chil- 
dren’s-book illustrator and author Tomie dePaola 
($15/10-card set). Each of the five original designs incorporates the 
signature red ribbon associated with the HIV/AIDS cause and is 
available on the AAC’s Web site. 

The Dana-Farber Cancer Institute provides expert care to 
cancer patients, as well as education, outreach, and advocacy. The 
Jimmy Fund supports the fight against cancer at Dana-Farber by 
furthering cancer research and care. Dana-Farber and the Jimmy 
Fund have joined 
forces this season 
to bring you sever- 
al holiday-card 
collections. 
Choose among the 
Red Sox Collec- 
tion, the Dove 
Collection, the 
Boston View 
Collection, and 
the Hollies and 
Berries Collec- 
tion ($20/15-card 
set). All can be 


Where to get it: 
¢ AIDS Action Committee, www.aac.org. 
¢ Barnes & Noble, various locations, www.bn.com. 
* Christmas Dove, Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 
Boston, (617) 367-2682. 





¢ Dana-Farber/Jimmy Fund, www.dana-farber.org. 
¢ Home for Little Wanderers, www.thehome.org. 

¢ Pine Street Inn, www.pinestreetinn.org. 

¢ Project Bread, www.projectbread.org. 

* Rosie’s Place, www.rosies.org. 





ordered through Dana-Farber’s Web site or purchased at the 
Christmas Dove, in Faneuil Hall. 

The Home for Little Wanderers, 
one of the oldest child-welfare agencies in 
the nation, works to ensure the healthy 
development of children at risk. Its “Big 
Wishes” campaign will help provide finan- 
cial resources for numerous children dur- 
ing the holiday season and throughout 
the year. You can get involved by purchas- 
ing one of three different holiday-card 
collections showcasing artwork 
created by children served by the 
home ($12/16-card set). Visit the orga- 
nization’s Web site to place an order. 

The Pine Street Inn serves 1200 
men and women daily with programs that offer food, shelter, health 
care, counseling, and job training. Show your support by purchasing 
one of seven different boxed holiday-card sets, three of which are new 
this year. Of the 2004 designs, choose from May the Season Shine 
by Boston’s Stephen Cerceillo, Let It Snow by West Har- 
wich artist William J. Maloney, and Garden Afternoon by 
Kevin Shea of Newburyport ($15/10-card set). Holiday cards are 
available through the Pine Street Inn Web site and at most Boston- 
area Barnes & Noble stores. 

Project Bread provides hunger relief for children and families 
in need, as well as advocacy, education, research, and development. 
Do your part by purchasing a set of Project Bread’s festive holiday 
cards — the proceeds go directly to helping the hungry statewide. 
Choose from seven original watercolor card designs, all 
created and donated by local artists ($12.60/10-card set). 
They are available through Project Bread’s Web site. 

Rosie’s Place provides a safe haven for poor and homeless 
women by offering shelter, clothing, food, education, and encour- 
agement. Additional services such as English-language programs, 
on-site workshops, and job training help women find success and 
achieve their dreams. Support Rosie’s Place this season by purchas- 
ing a set of greeting cards featuring the work of two local 
artists. Choose between Angel Snowfall by the South End’s 
Thomas Rebek and Boston Triple Decker by Roslindale’s 
Lisa Sankowski ($15/10-card set). Both designs can be ordered 
through the Rosie’s Place Web site. 

— Darcy Heitzke 
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moon signs 


BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


ITH VENUS AND Mars side by side in Scorpio, 

water signs may merit a reputation for 
amorousness, even if this amounts to nothing more 
than making come-hither eyes at people’s backs. Use 
this week’s waning moon to wrap up projects that 
began in November. Friday isn’t the finish — revi- 
sions or amendments will be required on Monday 
(and then changed again on Wednesday). Finally, 
each day concludes with our annual gift-giving sug- 
gestions based on lunar phases. 


OQ 


ignite interest quickly. Taurus and Scorpio may be looking for 


Thursday, December 2 
Waning moon in Leo. Advertisements for oneself go 





awry, unless you're a fire sign and know how to re 


a fight, and isolation and Aquarius are a happy mix. But Leo 
is the real center of attention, no matter how much “digni 
tude” is compromised. Shopping tip: buy theater/show tickets 
or body-hugging clothing for a loved one 


Friday, December 3 
Waning moon in Leo/Virgo. You may think you're being 


precise, but others hear “Slap another coat of primer 
on, and they’ll never notice.” Leo, beware quick-fix schemes 
and seek out air-sign friends. Virgo, you're a blinding ball of 
efficiency through Sunday. Sorry! Pisces may need to be cruel 
to be kind. Shopping tip: stylish storage cases, photo boxes, or 
under-the-bed wardrobe boxes. VOC 9:52 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


Saturday, December 4 
Waning moon in Virgo. Great for cleaning. Socializing 
brings forth arguments about nutrition and the envi 


ronment from the bores you know. Virgo can do it all, but may 





prefer to remain in a prone position with the remote. Taurus, 
it’s up to you to get everyone organized. Don’t wait for an en 
graved invitation. Shopping tip: bathroom supplies, nutritional 
supplements 


Sunday, December 5 
Last-quarter moon in Virgo. A great day for kicking a 


habit, particularly for earth and water signs. Virgo 
needs to be busy — solitude will make you crazy today. 
Spread your Virgo magic among those who need to kvetch. 
Capricorn, rest up if you expect conflict early in the week. Get 
organized today. Shopping tip: tiny tools — key-chain tape 
measure, miniature flashlight for car. VOC 9:28 p.m. to 
3:46 a.m. Monday. 


Monday, December 6 

Waning moon in Libra. A day for people to seem more 

easygoing than they are, but good for meetings where 
all sides must be heard: Libra needs a list — structure is your 
friend, Scales — but Cancers may feel confined, especially if 
the holidays are their busy time of year. Aquarius and Gemini 
have the helpful suggestions, and it’s a race to see who'll be 
more diplomatic. Shopping tip: elegant antiques or an object 
that relates to someone else's nostalgia (jumbo box of Trix?). 


Tuesday, December 7 

Waning moon in Libra. Not a good day for getting 

along with Capricorn and Cancer, but Libras may be 
too generous, particularly with money they don’t have. Leo, 
you'll be tempted to over-promise, which is fine. Just make 
sure you don't need to back out tomorrow or Thursday. Shop- 
ping tip: things that keep other things in balance. Digital bath- 
room scale? Just make sure it’s not set to scary kilograms. 


Wednesday, December 8 

Waning moon in Scorpio. As the new moon approach- 

es, now through Sunday are excellent for clearing out 
clutter. Today, reduce or reorder your stuff. Don’t keep all 
10,084 pieces of 2004 e-mail in one directory. Scorpio, read 
that intro about Venus and Mars. You're magic today. Capri- 
corns may find they’re flirting without knowing it. Stop the 
presses. Shopping tip: comfort-zone stuff. Flannel sheets, lap 
blanket. VOC 3:41 to 9:43 a.m. 2 


KEY TO MOON SIGNS 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. Simply 
read from day to day to watch the moon’s influence as it moves 
through the signs of the zodiac 
When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 28-day 
emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight and emotionality. 
When the moon moves into the sun sign opposite yours (see below), 
expect to have difficulties dealing with the opposite sex, family, or 
authority figures; social or romantic activities will not be at their best. 
When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and vice versa. Other 
oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, Gemini/Sagittarius, Cancer/ 
Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. The moon stays in each 
sign approximately two and a half days 
As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes become “void 
of course,” making no major angles to planets. Consider this a null . 
time and try to avoid making or implementing decisions if you can 
For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice column, visit 
our Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com 


Symboline Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net 








LOOKING FOR 
A CHANGE? 
CONSIDER 
COURT 
REPORTING! 


AECR\ 


New England 
COURT REPORTING INSTITUTE 


If you are in career 
transition or just start- 
ing out, consider a 
career in court report- 
ing. Court reporters 
are highly paid profes- 
sionals whose job it is 
to record the spoken 
word for the written 
record. That could be 
taking down legal tes- 
timony in trials or pri- 
vate depositions, pro- 
viding caption servic- 
es for the broadcast- 


ing industry or deliver- 


ing lecture translation 
for the hearing 
impaired in colleges 
and universities. Most 
court reporters work 
for themselves on a 
freelance basis setting 
their own schedules 
and controlling their 
own financial future. 
Some become state or 
federal officials work- 
ing within the various 
court systems, while 
others become highly 
valued employees of 
broadcast captioning 
companies. The 
demand for court 
reporters is growing in 
all areas and new 
Federal mandates for 
captioned program- 
ming means even 
greater opportunities. 
New England Court 
Reporting Institute 


combines cutting 
edge technology with 
innovative teaching 
methods to prepare 
our students for 
careers as professional 
court reporters. You 
must be highly moti- 
vated, disciplined, flu- 
ent in English, and 
proficient in English 
grammar and punctu- 
ation. If you have 
musical background, 
even better. Contact 
Jonathan Freeman at 
617-557-3003 ext.203 
or at jfreeman@ 
necri.org for more 
information or to 
schedule a tour of our 
Boston campus conve- 
niently located one 
block from North 
Station at 141 
Portland St.. We offer 
year round day and 
evening programs 
with new classes start- 
ing at the beginning 
of each month. You 
can also visit us online 
at www.necri.org. New 
England Court 
Reporting Institute is 
licensed by the 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, 
Department Of 
Education. 


HE WAS JUST AN 


INTERN IN THE COMPANY. THE 
OTHER EMPLOYEES WOULD LAUGH 
AND CALL HIM NAMES UNTIL ONE 
FOGGY CHRISTMAS EVE WHEN 
HE SHOWED UP FOR WORK WITH 
PEPPERMINT MOCHAS AND THEN 
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Your sax 
player blows. 


Phoenix 
OS a 


617-859-3300 
Find a band or find a bandmate. 
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Phoenix FLASHBACKS 


The Boston Phoenix has been cover- 
ing the trends and events that shape our 
times since 1966. The following selec- 
tions, culled from our back files, were 
compiled by Deirdre Fulton and 
Nicole McConvery. 


Seminal moment 
5 years ago: 

December 3, 1999 

Chris Wright decided to try his 
hand at sperm donation. 

“I show up at the sperm bank — 
we'll call it WankBoston — at 8:30 
on a Wednesday morning, two days 
abstained, fresh from a breakfast of 
egg-and-cheese sandwiches. In 
spite of the fact that I need to 
smoke half a pack of butts before 
plucking up the courage to ring the 
buzzer, I feel pretty perky, if not 
quite raring to go. As soon as I 
enter, though, whatever enthusiasm 
I'd managed to muster melts away. 

“For one thing, ’'d been hoping 
the receptionist would be a little 
more matronly. The woman behind 
the counter is young, attractive, and, 
as it turns out, a stickler for eye con- 
tact. To make matters worse, there’s an- 
other guy in the cramped reception area. 
A psychic exchange takes place between 
us: ‘I know. I know.’” 


Counterfeit culture 
1 years ago: 
December 2, 1994 

Tim Sandler investigated the new 
piracy of counterfeit merchandising. 

“Counterfeit luxury goods are only the 
most conspicuous sign of an industry 
that has penetrated the far corners of 
the worldwide consumer market. And as 
counterfeiting has grown beyond the 
boundaries of designer apparel, it’s 
brought severe health and safety con- 
cerns. Chemicals, pesticides, medical de- 
vices, auto parts, military hardware, 
computer equipment, toys, and food are 
among the growing catalogue of com- 
monly counterfeited products. 

“The results have been alarming and, 
in some cases, tragic. Counterfeit drugs 
have killed scores of people. Counterfeit 
parts have been discovered in nuclear 
power plants, military equipment, and 
heart pumps. Counterfeit herbicides 
have caused crop failures.” 


Pixies at the Plough 
1 years ago: 
December 1, 1989 

Ted Widmer watched the Pixies create 
a divine rock comedy as they raced 
around Boston 

“Back at Citi, the Pixies come on at 
precisely 8:15 and begin playing ‘Cactus’ 
to wild applause. They offer a long set 


REALITY CHECK 


that soon gets the crowd slam-dancing 
— which at first seems odd for a band 

that relies heavily upon acoustic guitar. 
Viewed from above, the hundreds of 





THE PIXIES take Boston by storm. 


undulating, apoplectic bodies conjure up 
a Dantesque vision of hell, but clearly 
few people are thinking about 14th- 
century Italian literature, and no one 
seems to be suffering too much.... 

“As soon as the last song ends, Kim Deal 
drops her bass and rushes outside. Relent- 
ing to cajoling from ex-husband John 
Murphy and several friends, she hops in a 
car with them and races across the BU 
Bridge to Cambridge and the Plough [& 
Stars]. They promise to have her back at 
Citi by midnight for the second show.” 


One and only 
20 years ago: 
December 4, 1984 

One can be the loneliest number, 
Kathleen Hirsch observed. 

“The only child. A curiosity; a freak. 
To the public imagination, the single 
child is something like a hybrid be- 
tween the Kohinoor diamond — an 
overendowed, overindulged, sparkling 
but temperamental and demanding soli- 
taire — and the lonely petunia in the 
onion patch. As a nation we are bewitched 
by the ideal of individuality, but distrustful 
of its flesh-and-blood reality. For years this 
pro-natalist society has pitied, resented, or 
ostracized the only child. 

“So effective has the stereotyping been 
that many of today’s parents are torn be- 
tween the emotional (and economic) ap- 
peal of stopping with one offspring and 
the fear that in so doing they'll have 
wrought a flashy weed. Until recently, 
their hesitancy seemed entirely justified. 

“In 1907, setting the tone for 70 years 


by David Sipress 


S/PRES/ 


Federal Bureau of Whatever. 
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of research that would follow, the distin- 
guished psychologist G. Stanley Hall 
proclaimed that ‘being an only child is a 
disease in itself.’ ” 


Greensboro blues 
2 years ago: 
December 4, 1979 

John Hubner explored the death 
of John Waller, a member of the 
Communist Workers Party, who was 
shot at a 1974 “Death to the Klan” 
rally in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

“When we spoke, [Waller’s 
widow] Signe was wearing a wed- 
ding band on a chain around her 
neck, and pain was etched on her 
face. But she would not express any 
personal grief. The only love she 
talked about was the party’s love 
for the masses. It is as if she has lost 
a fellow soldier; death and loss are 
the prices you pay in war. 


she says. ‘Within five to 10 years, 
there will be a dictatorship of the 
proletariat. The capitalist class will 
be overthrown in America. The con- 
solidation of socialism will occur 
through a bloodless and bloody 

process.’ ” 


Goya’s vision 
30 years ago: 
December 3, 1974 

Francisco de Goya’s works bore wit- 
ness to the horrors of war and gave 
critic Kenneth Baker a glimpse into the 
artist’s psyche. 

“It seems that Goya’s prints, especially 
The Disasters of War, aim at engendering 
in the viewer the question, ‘What am | 
going to do about all this?’ But far from 
wanting to paralyze us with a vision of 
our own impotence in the face of evil 
loosed upon the earth, Goya seems only 
to have intended that we realize that the 
only arena in which moral action is pos- 
sible is in one’s own life. The more fan- 
tastic episodes in Goya’s art are not arbi- 
trary leaps beyond historical fact; most 
of them have symbolic or allegorical im- 
port. They affirm the continuity of the 
inner landscape of thoughts and dreams 
with the outer landscape, where every- 
thing is literal. To see, Goya seems to 
say, is already to affirm this continuity. 
That is why it is less painful to live with 
eyes and mind closed. Goya must never 
have been at peace with what he saw 
when he looked at the world. His works, 
consequently, give us no peace.” 


Go ask Alice 
35 years ago: 
December 3, 1969 

Charles Giuliano got everything he 
wanted at Alice’s Restaurant. 

“Alice and her sister Zena were tending 
the bird when we arrived. Officer Obie 
had just dropped by to pay his respects. 
The famed Obie is planning to resign his 
position as Stockbridge’s chief of police to 
become an executive in a company pro- 
moting the chain of Alice’s Restaurants. 
The atmosphere was full of holiday spirit 
as old friends sipped a spicy hot punch 
laced with rum and cognac. The bird 
browned to a turn in the oven, but Alice 
stalled for an hour or so, tossing off that 
she had a heavy night, got up late, and 
the bird was behind schedule.” 


Where are they now? 

Chris Wright is an editor at an adver- 
tising and public-relations trade maga- 
zine in Dubai, UAE. Tim Sandler is a 
producer for Dateline NBC. Gary Susman 
is a freelance writer for the Boston 


Phoenix. Kathleen Hirsch is the author of 


several books, including A Sabbath Life: 
One Woman’s Search for Wholeness 

(North Point Press, 2001). Charles Giu- 
liano is a Boston-based artist and critic. 


VCA 


“ “My husband did not die in vain,’ 











OUT THERE 


At a certain point, doing Jager shots 
at 3:30 a.m. on New Year's isn’t 
‘going strong, it’s ‘a cry for help’ 


Eve of 


destruction 


BY ALAN OLIFSON 


HE LEFTOVER TURKEY is waning in the 
T fridge, reduced to a lone nub of dark meat 
wrapped in what is now a disproportionate 
amount of manhandled aluminum foil. It has be- 
come nearly impossible to justify the little 
pumpkins I bought for Halloween remaining 
scattered around the apartment. My e-mail 
inbox is filled with Evites for holiday parties 
thrown by people I haven’t spoken to in a year. 
All this can mean only one thing: we are 
through the looking glass, people — 
it is The Holiday Season. Yes, that 
magical time of year when you walk " 
into the Gap and selflessly think, 
“Holy crap, aren’t there any kind of 
OSHA regulations regarding how 
many times an employee can be 
forced to listen to ‘Silver Bells’?” 

While the days between Hal- 
loween and Thanksgiving have their 
own charm and rituals — like bitch- 
ing about the encroachment of tin- 
sel and cheap cardboard-cut-out 
reindeer — it’s not really until after 
Thanksgiving that we get into the 
full holiday swing of things. That’s 
when people go from decorating to 
festocning. And once the festooning 
begins, well, it’s party time. 

And it’s also time for everyone’s 
favorite holiday ritual: What the 
Hell Am I Doing for New Year’s? 

New Year’s Eve — it starts poking its 
head up sometime around Halloween, a distant 
disco ball on the horizon. People may speak 
about it, but only in guarded tones: “I know it’s 
waaaaaaaay too early, but ...” “Don’t laugh, I’m 
just throwing this out there ...” But once the 
cranberry and stuffing are all snuggled up in 
their Saran-wrapped, garbage-bound containers, 
the gloves come off and the mad dash for re- 
quired fun begins. 

Personally, I’ve always had mixed feelings 
about New Year’s. On the one hand, I love drink- 
ing too much, kissing strangers, and little paper 
hats. So it seems like a natural fit. On the other 
hand, I hate crowded clubs filled with people I 
don’t know who dress better than I do. So my 
options are kind of limited. For starters, finding 
strangers you know is a tricky business. Add to 
this ambivalence the fact that I’m now in a com- 
mitted relationship and don’t really drink like I 
used to. This leaves me with the paper hats. Not 
the best thing to anchor an evening — even if 
they are festooned with pictures of a guy wear- 
ing a lampshade on his head. 

So these days I pretty much let New Year’s 
just happen to me. I guess partly it’s because I 
think of it more as a single person’s holiday. 
Sure, I love welcoming the coming year with my 
girlfriend, celebrating together, looking expec- 
tantly toward the future. But, come on, that’s 
not really something you need to start planning 
months in advance. We can do that on our 
porch. No, I think part of the allure of the Big 
New Year’s Party used to be the prospect of 
doing something unseemly with someone TBD. 
It was a night to head out thinking, “I have ab 
solutely no idea how, where, or with whom this 
evening will end.” 

But those kind of nights — amazingly enough 
— get old. In fact, I can pinpoint exactly when 
those nights got old. 


Lake Tahoe, 1995. 


Just a few years out of college and motivated 
by a string of uneventful post-collegiate New 
Year’s Eves, my friends and I decided to plan a 
holiday reunion in a log cabin. It was supposed 
to be a pleasant getaway. Some of the guys 
brought their girlfriends, who, in turn, brought 
some of their friends. We were just supposed to 
hunker down against the cold, light a fire, and 
play some Scrabble over a nice hot toddy. Prob- 
lem is, college friends can’t drink just one hot 
toddy. Oh, no. They’ve got to go on a hot-toddy 
bender. Plus, we had organized the trip months 
in advance, so the anticipation for a New Year’s 
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rager had started building around Labor Day: 
e-mails were circulated, insults were hurled, 
challenges laid down. By the time the Big Night 
arrived, it really shouldn’t have come as a sur- 
prise when someone peed in the oven. 

Though, trust me, it did. 

Why in the world would someone pee in the 
oven? I have no idea; things spiraled out of con- 
trol pretty quickly. But I do know that when you 
wake up on a couch covered in cheese puffs to 
screams of “Who the fuck peed in the oven?!”, 
it’s time to take a long, hard look in the mirror 
— which is when you realize someone wrote 
“lm a pussy” on your forehead. I think it was 
that New Year’s that we all grew up a little and 
realized our drinking antics might not be cute 
anymore — that, at a certain point, doing Jager 
shots at 3:30 in the morning isn’t “going strong,” 
it’s “a cry for help.” And so, for that matter, is 
peeing in an oven. Thank God the women were 
there, or we might not have even noticed. It’s 
like the old philosophical conundrum: if your 
buddy gets drunk and pees in the oven, but a 
woman doesn’t discover it in the morning when 
she’s going to bake some banana-nut muffins, do 
you have a drinking problem? Well, yeah, you 
probably do. But will you notice? 

Since that fateful evening, I haven't worried 
much about what Ill do for New Year’s Eve. This 
year I know I'll be spending it with someone | 
love. I also know it probably won't be the most 
amazing night in the world. But that’s okay. I’m 
learning to appreciate leaving for this over-hyped 
night knowing full well whom I'll be coming 
home with. And I definitely appreciate waking 


up New Year’s Day without writing on my face, 
content in the knowledge that it is absolutely 
safe to bake banana-nut muffins in my oven. 


Send New Year’s Eve Evites to Alan Olifson at 


alan@olifson.com 
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BY CECIL ADAMS 


Can a person request to be buried in his back yard rather than 
in a cemetery? In June, a guy in West Virginia said he planned to 
be buried in his yard; the city council had to pass a new law to 
prevent it. I say a person (in California, where I live) can be 
buried anywhere he wants as long as he complies with health- 
department laws, even if it is in his yard (front, back, or side). 

Barry 
Via e-mail 


You'd think a state as out-there as California wouldn't get 
twitchy over a little thing like back-yard burials, but you’d be 
wrong. California prohibits disposal of human remains (except 
cremated ashes) anywhere other than in a cemetery, making it 
one of the most-restrictive jurisdictions in the country. This may 
disappoint those looking forward to interment under the swing 
set, but don’t despair — there’s a loophole. In California law, 
one definition of a cemetery is “a place where six or more THAT VOICE INSIDE YOU ISN'T 
human bodies are buried,” full stop. A construction like that in- SCREAMING FOR ANOTHER RIDE ON THE TILT-A-WHIRL. 
vites enterprise. I suggest nothing; I merely point out that the 
state is going to be looking for six bodies. How they get there is 
up to you. 
Burial laws vary widely. An excellent review is Caring for the 
Dead: Your Final Act of Love by Lisa Carlson (1998), which 
summarizes the-legal requirements for disposal of the dead in 
all 50 states. Unlike California, most states have little to say 
about home burial, and a few explicitly permit family-ceme- 
tery plots. Regulation, if any, is generally left to local officials. 
My guess is you’re likely to run into static if you live in a town, 
but you may have better luck in a rural area. West Virginia R | SE ABOVE 
stat@dawy for.example, is largely silent on burials, so absent a 
locaPorttiniance;you c#m have yourself laid to fest pretty much¢ 
anywhere you'd like. To be neighborly, Carlson suggests, “a 
sensible guideline is 150 feet from a water supply and at least 
three feet of earth on top.” 
New, York State ailows you to establish a family cemetery 
provided it’s less than three acres and at least 1650 feet from a 
dwelling; which would appear to rule out back yards for any- 
body but the Hamptons set. Whatever you think of that restric- 
tionjsa worse one in Carlson’s opinion is New York’s require- 
ment that a licensed funeral director “shall be present and per- 
sonally supervise the conduct of each funeral service.” (The law 
graciously allows a member of the clergy to be on hand too.) 
Carlson suspects, no doubt correctly, that this nonsense*was 
stuck in there at the behest of the funeral lobby. 
At the time Carlson wrote her book, California imposed an un- 
usual restriction on cremation: you could scatter ashes at sea or 
inter them on land within the state, but you couldn’t scatter them 
on land — a consequence of a 1980s scandal in which a scatter- 
at-sea outfit was found to be dumping its dusty cargo on some- 
body’s back lot rather than in the ocean. No other state had such 
a rule. (The law has:since been relaxed to permit the scattering 
of ashes on private land with the.owner’s permission.) 
Ultimately, though, Carlson’s gripe isn’t with burial laws but 
with the funeral industry, which manipulates people into 
spending far more than they need to for what is basically a sim- 
ple service. (Read her book, or for that matter Jessica Mitford’s 
The American Way of Death, and you'll refuse to get buried in 
anything more elaborate than a pine box.) Clearly, not all burial 
regulation can be dismissed as bureaucratic meddling — let’s pretty, 
face it, some people need to be meddled with. A case in point is s 
South Dakota farmer Arlo Koerner, whose story was brought to passionate, 
my attention by Straight Dope Science Advisory Board member 
Bibliophage. In 1998, Koerner’s wife, Angela, died of cancer at warm, 
home. Deciding her body was “contaminated,” Koerner and his blonde 
teenage son rolled up the deceased in a bed sheet, stuffed her 
into a 55-gallon drum outside, and performed a low-tech cre- SWE. 36. 
mation with a propane torch. That done (it took a while), they 3 
scattered the ashes on a gravel road. Seven months later, An- 
gela’s relatives noticed she hadn't been heard from and alerted 
authorities. Lacking evidence of a more-serious crime, officials 
charged Koerner with failure to comply with burial (okay, cre- A a h 5 
mation) laws. This led to a legal tussle too arcane to warrant n Ss e Ss 
sorting out here; suffice it to say that if you’re going to inciner- waitin 


ate mom on the back deck, make sure you get a permit first. Hf 
2 i ee for you in... 
Comments, questions? Take it up with Cecil on the Straight 


Dope Message Board, www.straightdope.com, or write him at the 
Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215. hyocyrs | personals 


OPnOwde ONE>nde 
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DON’T QUOTE ME 


Why that video of a Marine shooting an 
Iraqi insurgent has already begun to fade 





BY DAN KENNEDY 


T WAS A little more than two weeks ago 

that NBC News broadcast a piece of video 

from Fallujah that was both startling and 
sickening. US Marines are seen walking into a 
mosque where several injured, unarmed Iraqi 
insurgents are lying on the floor. Although 
NBC censored the audio, we now know that 
one of the Marines excitedly said, “He’s fuck- 
ing faking he’s dead. He’s faking he’s fucking 
dead.” The Marine aims his rifle — and shoots 
the insurgent in the head. 

For a few days, at least, the video clip — 
taken by freelance journalist Kevin Sites, a vet- 
eran war correspondent — seemed certain to 
become one of the signature images of the war 
in Iraq. And perhaps it will. An investigation is 
under way, and if and when the young Marine 
who pulled the trigger is publicly identified, 
the image may take its place in the pantheon 
of wartime horror. To this point, though, some- 
thing odd has happened, or rather hasn't hap- 
pened. Because so far, it seems, the clip is al- 
ready fading from memory, and has not joined 
such terrible images as the torture photos from 
Abu Ghraib, or those of the American contrac- 
tors who were butchered and mutilated in Fal- 
lujah a year and a half ago, or the heart-stop- 
ping photos of casualties, many of them civil- 
ian, on display at falluja.blogspot.com, or even 
the unseen but easily imagined execution of 
Margaret Hassan, killed in cold blood after a 
lifetime of helping the Iraqi people. 

Why this should be is hard to say. But here’s 
a guess: we know too much to let the clip 
stand alone, without context. In Susan Son- 
tag’s 2003 book on photography and war, Re- 
garding the Pain of Others, she writes that “to 
photograph is to frame, and to frame is to ex- 
clude. ... A photograph — or a filmed docu- 
ment available on television or the internet — 
is judged a fake when it turns out to be de- 
ceiving the viewer about the scene it purports 
to depict.” There was a time, perhaps, when 
Sontag’s insight would have been regarded as 
a revelation. Today, though, it’s commonplace. 
In introducing Sites’s report on the November 
15 NBC Nightly News, anchorman Brian 
Williams said, “It illustrates how complex and 
confusing life can be on the front lines of this 
war,” thus setting the stage for an ambiguous 
interpretation of video that appeared, on the 
surface, to be pretty unambiguous. Sites pro- 
vided more context, reporting that American 
forces had been killed or injured by the booby- 
trapped bodies of dead insurgents, and that 
the Marine who shot the injured Iraqi had 
himself been shot in the face the day before. 

Thus, rather than being cast as a symbol of 
all that’s gone wrong in Iraq, the Marine has 
been treated almost as an object of pity. To be 
sure, that has not been universally the case. 
Amnesty International and Human Rights 
Watch have both called for an investigation 
into whether the Marine may have committed 
a war crime. Human Rights Watch executive 
director Kenneth Roth, on Fox News’s The 
O'Reilly Factor, went so far as to say that 
“there is a prima facie war crime here that de- 
serves court-martial.” And yes, Arab news 
services such as Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya, 
not to mention Web sites that spew flat-out 
propaganda on behalf of the Iraqi insurgency, 
have reportedly been showing the video con- 
stantly. But among the American media, even 
staunch anti-war critics have been subdued. 

The reason, I suspect, is that Sontag’s lesson 
was internalized a long time ago by a genera- 
tion of Americans who grew up learning about 
atrocities committed by US troops in Vietnam, 
who blamed young American soldiers for a 


Faces of death 


failed and immoral policy, and who later real- 
ized they were pointing the finger in the 
wrong direction. What that young Marine did 
in Fallujah was horrifying. But it didn’t take 
place in a vacuum. Rather, it took place in the 
midst of days upon days of street-to-street 
fighting, of exhaustion, of fear, of split-second 
decisions that could mean the difference be- 
tween life and death. What happened in that 
mosque was a tragedy, but who among us 
could say that we wouldn't have done the 
same thing? The real tragedy is that a scared 
young man made a mistake, while there are 
no consequences for the far more serious mis- 
takes committed by the likes of George W. 
Bush, Dick Cheney, et al. 





ICONIC SHOT: Eddie Adams’s 1968 photo of General Nguyen Ngoc Loan executing a Viet Cong seemed to 
encompass all the immorality of the Vietnam War. But Adams later realized the action was justified and came 
to regret how his picture made Loan’s life more difficult. 


appeared to me very plainly that something 
was not right. According to Lt. Col. Bob 
Miller, the rules of engagement in Falluja re- 
quired soldiers or Marines to determine hos- 
tile intent before using deadly force. I was not 
watching from a hundred feet away. I was in 
the same room. Aside from breathing, I did 
not observe any movement at all.” And for 
those who would argue that Sites should 
have, well, lost the video, he had this to say: 
“Hiding this wouldn’t make it go away. There 
were other people in that room. What hap- 
pened in that mosque would eventually come 
out. I would be faced with the fact that I had 
betrayed the truth as well as a life supposedly 
spent in pursuit of it.” 

These are the words of an honorable man 
pursuing an honorable course. Yet so twisted 
with rage are some of our so-called patriots 
that they have all but accused Sites of treason 
for telling the truth — the whole truth, com- 
plicated and contextual, explaining not just 
what the Marine did, but what he had been 
through before he did it. Sites makes it clear 
that the US Marine Corps itself is anxious to 
find out what happened, to learn whether a 
breakdown in discipline and training had oc- 
curred that could place other Marines in dan- 
ger. To some here at home, though, things 
look a lot simpler. 

Take, for example, “Frank from Malden,” 


ering inside. It would have been even worse if 
Safer’s South Vietnamese cameraman hadn't in- 
tervened. As described by David Halberstam in 
The Powers That Be, CBS executives were 
deeply unhappy when they saw Safer’s story, 
knowing — then as now — that they would be 
accused of being unpatriotic, of undermining 
the war effort, by putting the truth on the air. 
“They knew they had to go with it,” Halberstam 
wrote. “It was not so much that they wanted to 
as that they simply could not fail to use it.” And 
so they did. And so CBS president Frank Stan- 
ton was awakened the next day by a phone call 
from Lyndon Johnson, who told him, “Frank, 
this is your president, and yesterday your boys 
shat on the American flag.” 

As we all know, to this day you can still find 
reasonably bright people who believe that it 
was the media that lost the war in Vietnam — 
that the United States never lost a battle, but 
it lost the larger fight because the media un- 
dermined morale and dissipated support for 
the effort. Well, it’s true enough that we never 
lost a battle in Vietnam; nor are we likely ever 
to lose a battle in Iraq. But the dilemma then 
— and, one fears, the dilemma now — is that 
no matter how many battles we win, the war 
can’t be won because it’s based on false prem- 
ises. How can we win a war that we're fight- 
ing on behalf of people who hate us and who 
want us to leave their country? In any case, 

we PMWIDEWORLD covering up the truth is 
hardly the solution, 
then or now. 

“T feel very strongly 
that everything should 
be shown,” says Jules 
Crittenden, a Boston 
Herald reporter who 
was embedded with the 
Army’s Third Infantry 
Division in the spring of 
2003. “In this particular 
case,” Crittenden says 
of Sites, “he had a job 
which is very unam- 
biguous. His job is to 
record what’s going on. 
The military invited him 
there with full aware- 
ness — and I know, be- 
cause I’ve spoken to 
many of the people in- 
volved with designing 
the program — that the 
embed will produce 
good, bad, and ugly. 
The military, in estab- 
lishing this program, 
understood that there 
are going to be some 
bad days. I think they 
have always expressed a 
great deal of faith in the 
professionalism and 
fundamental goodness 
of American soldiers. 
You don’t have a bunch 





HIS IS NOT to say that the Marine should- 

n't be held accountable. What he did may 
not have been a war crime, and a court-mar- 
tial seems pretty drastic for his spur-of-the- 
moment reaction to a potentially dangerous 
situation. (Indeed, according to the current 
U.S. News & World Report, unnamed Pentagon 
officials expect the Marine will be cleared of 
all charges.) But to argue that he should not 
be locked up in Leavenworth is not the same 
as saying that he did the right thing. Sites 
wrote a long, impassioned entry on his 
weblog, www.kevinsites.net, on November 21, 
eight days after the shooting. Numerous re- 
ports have made clear Sites’s empathy for the 
troops with whom he has been embedded. Yet 
what’s been overlooked to some extent is the 
degree to which Sites, and those around him, 
understood that something had gone drasti- 
cally wrong inside the mosque. 

Sites wrote about the Marine coming up to 
him after the shooting and saying, “I didn’t 
know, sir — I didn’t know.” Sites added, “The 
anger that seemed present just moments be- 
fore turned to fear and dread.” And he wrote 
that “observing all of this as an experienced 
war reporter who always bore in mind the 
dark perils of this conflict, even knowing the 
possibilities of mitigating circumstances — it 
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who called The Howie Carr Show on WRKO 
Radio (AM 680) the day after Sites’s report 
aired on NBC. Calling himself “a former Ma- 
rine and very proud of it,” Frank said, “I think 
this young gentleman should have got a medal 
for what he did.” Then there was this: “I would 
think that the reporters in country should kind 
of be looking over their shoulder. Because if 
the reporters are going to put these kids in that 
situation, they may have some friendly fire 
there, you know?” An incredulous Carr asked, 
“What, do you think they’re going to frag this 
guy the next time he goes out, this Kevin 
Sites?” Frank replied, “It could happen. That’s 
the way it was. It could be again, you know?” 
Frank laughed and hung up. Carr seemed mo- 
mentarily flustered; he then recovered and said 
that Sites “seems to be a real pro,” and that he 
presumably could not have gotten his video 
out of Fallujah without military approval. 

Yet Frank from Malden’s point of view isn’t 
all that unusual. In 1965, Morley Safer, then a 
young reporter for CBS News, accompanied 
some Marines to a group of Vietnamese villages 
known as Cam Ne. What Safer observed was 
the first televised American atrocity of the war. 
The Marines set fire to thatched huts, and 
threw hand grenades and fired flamethrowers 
down holes, killing the civilians who were cow- 


of loose cannons run- 
ning around out there. And they can trust their 
people to deal with this. I don’t think that sense 
of trust that the military has on their own part 
or the trust of the American people has been vi- 
olated by this incident. There’s an investigation 
under way. The majority of people out there 
seem to understand the context in which this 
situation happened.” 


ONTEXT IS vital, but it can also change, 

and it’s never complete because everything 
can’t be included. Another moment from Viet- 
nam: in 1968, Eddie Adams photographed 
South Vietnamese general Nguyen Ngoc Loan 
at the very instant that he executed a Viet Cong 
fighter with one bullet to the head. Adams won 
a Pulitzer Prize for the photo, which seemed to 
encompass all the insanity and immorality of 
that war. Yet Adams, who died earlier this year, 
later came to see it quite differently. He got to 
know General Loan, and realized that the exe- 
cution was perfectly justified; and he regretted 
that Loan’s life was made much more difficult 
because of that infamous image. 

“Photographs, you know, they’re half- 

truths, you know, that’s only one side,” 
Adams told National Public Radio in 1998, 
shortly after Loan’s death. “It’s just a sad 
statement, you know, I think of America. He 
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was fighting our war, not their war, our war, 
and every — all the blame is on this guy. I 
got to know him pretty well. I talked to him 
the last time about six months ago. He was 
very sick, you know, he had cancer for a 
while. And I talked to him on the phone, 
and I wanted to try to do something, ex- 
plaining everything and how the photograph 
destroyed his life, and he just wanted to try 
to forget it. He said let it go. And I just did- 
n’t want him to go out this way.” 

I asked Dirck Halstead, himself a former 
war photographer and an acquaintance of 
Adams, whether he could draw an analogy be- 
tween Adams’s experience and Sites’s. Hal- 
stead, now the editor and publisher of a mag- 
azine called the Digital Journalist, responded 
by e-mail. “In general, photojournalists are 
like cops. They have pledged themselves to al- 
ways do the right, ethical thing. However, we 
all have heard of countless police officers who 
have become traumatized as a result of having 
to shoot someone in the line of duty. Unfortu- 
nately, this comes with the turf,” Halstead told 
me. “Kevin Sites was covering a battle, as a 
pool embed. His job was to record what was 
going on. He was as surprised as Adams was 
by what happened. He also, obviously, was 
conflicted and confused by what he had just 
shot.... He clearly has bonded with the men 
he has been covering. This happened with 
most of the pool reporters and photojournal- 
ists who have covered the war. This makes it 
even more difficult, since he obviously feels he 
let his comrades down. But he has to keep in 
mind why he was there, and what his job was. 
I feel for him and want to express to him my 
respect for a job well done.” 

Adams only learned of the broader context 
of Nguyen Ngoc Loan’s life later, after his 
photo had been seen around the world. Sites 
tried to offer what context he could in his orig- 
inal report — the exhaustion, the fear, the 
booby-trapped bodies, the death that lurked 
around every corner. But a photographer can, 
at best, help tell the story of what’s happening 
just outside the range of the viewfinder. The 
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IMAGE OF EVIL: Margaret Hassan’s murderers took an innocent life solely for the 


purpose of spreading terror. 


broader context — the broadest context — re- 
mains elusive. On November 17, NPR’s Melissa 
Block interviewed an Al-Jazeera spokesman, 
Jihad Ali Ballout. The subject: why Al-Jazeera 
was running Sites’s video on an almost-contin- 
uous loop, whereas it refused to show the exe- 
cution of Margaret Hassan, a video that net- 
work officials have admitted is in their posses- 
sion. Ballout told Block that “these atrocities of 
killing innocent people, especially people such 
as the late Mrs. Hassan, was really an outrage. 
There is a difference between that and when 
there is a whole army of 20,000 military peo- 
ple converging on an area in Fallujah.” Block 
responded by asking whether Al-Jazeera was 
using a “double standard” in showing the Sites 
video but not the Hassan execution. Ballout 


didn’t really have an answer. 

Now, of course, the Hassan execution does 
not balance off the Fallujah mosque incident in 
any way, and the moral equation is complex. On 
the one hand, what happened to Hassan does 
not somehow justify the misbegotten war in 
which we are now embroiled. On the other 
hand, it is useful to remind ourselves — and it is 
obviously useful for the Arab world to remind it- 
self — that what the Sites video documents is 
not the moral equivalent of shooting Margaret 
Hassan in the head. One was a split-second re- 
action to a confusing, possibly deadly situation. 
The other was an act of terror in the most literal 
sense — that is, it was the taking of an innocent 
life solely for the purpose of spreading terror. 
One was a tragic mistake. The other was pure 


evil. But though we should surely see both — as 
well as the bodies of the civilians who have died 
or been maimed by our arrogant act of libera- 
tion, as well as the beheadings and the Abu 
Ghraib images and everything else — we travel 
down a dangerous road when we use these im- 
ages to try to justify. At best, they help us to un- 
derstand, however imperfectly. 

“The meaning of these pictures is not embed- 
ded in the video itself. What people think about 
this video is going to depend on what they think 
about the war,” says Tom Rosenstiel, director of 
the Project for Excellence in Journalism. 

Bob Zelnick, who chairs Boston Universi- 
ty’s journalism department, and who is a for- 
mer war correspondent for ABC News, praises 
in-depth reportage, such as Dexter Filkins’s 
November 21 New York Times article on ac- 
companying US troops in Fallujah, for educat- 
ing the public about the terrible conse- 
quences of urban warfare. “There has been a 
realistic picture presented of what these guys 
are up against,” he says. “You read that stuff 
and you can understand what’s going on over 
there, why anybody would pull the trigger 
first and ask questions later. Human beings 
have the blessed ability to make distinctions. 
We can distinguish between Abu Ghraib and 
Fallujah. The reason we can do that is be- 
cause of good reporting in each case.” 

The problem — the tragedy, really — is that 
though the images tell us much about the way 
the war is being conducted, they tell us little 
about the wisdom of the war, or even its ulti- 
mate cost. It says much about this war that we 
can see pictures of a Marine killing a wounded 
insurgent, of Iraqi inmates being tortured, and 
of atrocities committed against Americans and 
other Westerners by terrorists, yet we cannot 
see the flag-draped coffins arriving at Dover Air 
Force Base. That — as well as the additional 
suffering we've inflicted on the already-long-suf- 
fering people of Iraq — is the ultimate context 


Dan Kennedy can be reached at 
dkennedy@phx.com. Read his Media Log at 
BostonPhoenix.com. 
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The progressive darling 


couldn't put John Kerry over the top. Where does it go now? 


MoveQOn’s next act 


POLITICS, continued from cover 
proven wrong. Back to Pariser, who allowed 
himself to daydream for a moment: “You 
know, I often think that if a hundred thou- 
sand votes in Ohio had gone the other way, 
the media would all be talking about the 
brilliance and the amazing — how incredi- 
ble the whole structure was. And [ still 
think that’s true.” 

Their hubris is understandable. When 
the history of the 2004 campaign is writ- 
ten, much ink will be spilled on MoveOn. 
After all, the group revolutionized the 
political use of the Internet, propelled 
Howard Dean’s early ascent, and became, 
for many, the institutional embodiment 
of the embattled American left. Yet any 
self-congratulation on the part of 
MoveOn should be tempered with real- 
ism. Yes, MoveOn has won some victories 
in its six years. But its most ambitious 
goals — ending impeachment proceed- 
ings against Bill Clinton, preventing the 
Iraq War, averting the recall of Governor 
Gray Davis in California, and defeating 
George W. Bush haven't been realized. 
With the GOP controlling the presidency, 
the Senate, and the House, the need for a 
Democratic transformation is painfully 
clear. What’s not clear is the role 
MoveOn should play in this process — 
and whether, in the long run, the group 
can live up to its considerable hype 


OAN BLADES and Wes Boyd, a hus- 

band and wife from Berkeley, Califor- 
nia, made their millions as computer en- 
trepreneurs; their former company, 
Berkeley Systems, gave the world the 
flying-toaster screen saver. The pair 
founded MoveOn, in 1998, to achieve a 
discrete goal: convincing Congress to 
(here it comes) move on by censuring 
President Clinton rather than impeaching 
him. Congress, apparently unconvinced 
by the hundreds of thousands of signa- 
tures gathered on MoveOn’s Web site, ig- 
nored this advice. But Blades and Boyd 
had witnessed the Internet’s ability to 
quickly bring together like-minded indi- 
viduals for concerted political action, and 
they pressed on. In 2000, MoveOn’s PAC 
raised $2 million in online contributions 
for congressional candidates backed by 
the group. In 2002, when the McCain- 
Feingold campaign-finance law limiting 
donations to the Democratic and Republi- 
can PACs was implemented, contribu- 


al races rose to $3.5 million. Then came 
the Bush administration’s drive toward 
war in Iraq, which gave MoveOn its high- 
est profile yet. By this point, Blades and 
Boyd had teamed up with Eli Pariser, a re- 
cent college grad who made his name via an 
online petition urging the White House to 
exercise restraint in reacting to September 
11. Blades, Boyd, Pariser, and the rest of 
MoveOn’s bare-bones staff joined the Win 
Without War Coalition; they proceeded to 
organize citizen visits to congressional 
offices and fund an anti-war ad campaign 
based on a remake of the famous “Daisy” 
anti-nukes commercial. The US invaded Iraq 
anyway. 

Later in 2003, MoveOn fared better in its 
fight against media consolidation: as part of 
an unlikely right-left coalition that also in- 
cluded Common Cause and the National 
Rifle Association, the group helped convince 
Congress not to weaken rules restricting 
media consolidation. But it took Howard 
Dean to complete MoveOn’s transformation 
from hard-luck lefty outfit to harbinger of a 
new politics. If one thing gave the former 
Vermont governor credibility with the Demo- 


cratic establishment, it was his prodigious 
fundraising in the second quarter of 2003: in 
April, May, and June, Dean raised $7.5 mil- 
lion, with approximately $3.7 million com- 
ing in the last eight days. This fundraising 
flurry came just before and after the first- 
ever Internet “primary,” which was held 
June 24 and sponsored by MoveOn. (Dean 
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MISSED TARGETS: MoveOn’s most ambitious goals — halting Bill Clinton’s impeachment, 
tions to the MoveOn PAC for congression- preventing war with Iraq, averting the recall of California governor Gray Davis, and defeating 
George W. Bush — haven't been realized. 


placed first, with 139,000 votes, or 44 per- 
cent of the total; next came Dennis Kucinich, 
with 24 percent, and John Kerry, with 16 
percent.) Even more important, the Dean 
campaign’s embrace of the Internet to raise 
funds and build a cadre of loyal supporters 
— a move widely credited with turning Dean 
into a front-runner — apparently was in- 
spired by MoveOn’s example. In an interview 
with Wired, Joe Trippi, Dean’s campaign 
manager, reverentially cited an anti-war vigil 
that MoveOn coordinated in March 2003: 
“One of the biggest questions at the time 
was, could you use the Internet to connect 
people offline? Well, they did it.” Without 
MoveOn, Dean’s candidacy might never have 
caught fire — but without Dean, MoveOn 
wouldn’t have the credibility it does today. 
By the time Dean dropped out of the race, 
MoveOn had solidified its place in the beat- 
Bush movement. During the general-election 
campaign, MoveOn raised more than $30 
million (mostly in small donations, despite 
considerable help from billionaire philanthro- 
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pists such as George Soros) and sponsored 
ambitious advertising and get-out-the-vote 
operations in key battleground states. A 
MoveOn staffer, Zack Exley, left to coordinate 
Internet operations for the Kerry campaign. 
And through it all, the group managed to 
make headlines, whether it was petitioning 
the FTC to sanction Fox for using the phrase 


z 


*« 


“Fair and Balanced” or seeking, unsuccessful- 
ly, to air a devastating ad on the Bush budget 
deficit during the Super Bowl. The ultimate 
nod to MoveOn’s newfound status came the 
day after the election: two hours before 
Kerry delivered his concession speech at Fa- 
neuil Hall, he called the MoveOn staff to 
thank members for their efforts. 

Given all this, some political observers be- 
lieve MoveOn’s place in the Democratic 
firmament is secure. “They’re very much an 
asset — I couldn’t imagine anybody dis- 
agreeing with that,” says University of Vir- 
ginia political scientist Larry Sabato. 
“MoveOn raised enormous sums of money. 
They got tens of thousands, maybe hundreds 
of thousands, of people involved and invest- 
ed in politics for the Democrats. And they 
did some very good work. It’s working. Don’t 
change it.” 

Sabato may be too generous. Rob Gray, the 
Boston-based Republican consultant who advis- 
es Governor Mitt Romney, credits MoveOn for 
its fundraising prowess. But he adds that all the 


PHOTOS BY REUTERS 


attention paid to the group during the primar- 
ies and after — e.g., the flap over an entry that 
likened Bush to Hitler in MoveOn’s “Bush in 30 
Seconds” ad contest — was damaging to the 
Democrats. “Anytime a presidential campaign is 
pushed out of the news cycle by a group that’s 
supposed to be helping them win the race, it’s a 
bad day for that candidate,” Gray says. “And as 
a Republican, I say, great.” 

Of course, one of MoveOn’s core prem- 
ises is that the collective wisdom of its 
members is superior to the thinking of 
DC insiders. Co-founder Boyd cites the 
media-consolidation issue to argue this 
point. “Traditional people said, “That 
issue has no juice; you can’t get people 
excited about that,’ ” he says. “But we 
got these rumblings from our base, unso- 
licited e-mails, comments showing up on 
our action forum [an open discussion on 
MoveOn.org]. So we did a petition, and 
we got a phenomenal response — and 
from that point, we built a campaign.” 

MoveOn and its allies won that fight. 
But in the recent presidential campaign, 
MoveOn’s determination to chart its own 
course frustrated some in the Kerry 
camp. The McCain-Feingold law prohibits 
organizations such as MoveOn from con- 
sulting with candidates; instead, they 
need to act “independently.” In practice, 
though, all this really means is that (for 
example) a Kerry adviser can’t e-mail 
MoveOn with marching orders. Kerry and 
the various 527 organizations (named for 
the tax-code section that defines them; 
see “The $50 Million Dems,” News and 
Features, July 23) that backed him were 
all working for the same goal, so it’s nat- 
ural to assume the 527s would take their 
cues from the candidate. But according 
to one individual close to the Kerry cam- 
paign, that didn’t happen with MoveOn. 
Around the time of the Republican Na- 
tional Convention, this person claims, 
Kerry and his strategists wanted to focus 
on domestic issues instead of the war in 
Iraq, given the GOP’s evident intent to 
make the convention an orgy of patriot- 
ism. But MoveOn seemed unwilling to 
follow suit. “There was a general sense 
that when we didn’t want to be talking 
about the war, they were,” says the Kerry 
insider. “And they were talking about it 
the way committed liberals are going to 
want to talk about it. We got to that stuff 
late in the campaign, but it certainly 
wasn’t the right message for us at the 
time. And there was a real true-believer 
fervor there, which works when you're 





— talking to the base — but when you’re 


talking to swing voters, it can be really 
off-putting.” 

MoveOn made other questionable choices 
in the campaign’s stretch drive. In Septem- 
ber, for example, when some polls showed 
Kerry running neck-and-neck with Bush, a 
Gallup poll for CNN and USA Today showed 
Bush with a 13-point lead. MoveOn respond- 
ed by taking out a full-page ad in the New 
York Times questioning Gallup’s methodolo- 
gy; the ad intimated that George Gallup Jr.’s 
faith — he is an evangelical Christian — had 
kept his company from using accurate 
polling techniques. By highlighting the dis- 
parity between Gallup and other polling or- 
ganizations, MoveOn wanted to keep the 
media from propagating the myth of an in- 
surmountable Bush lead. But given Kerry’s 
struggles wooing religious voters, the ad’s 
negative gloss on Gallup’s religious beliefs 
looms as imprudent. 

Then there was MoveOn’s use of the com- 
mercials created for the group by Cambridge 
filmmaker Errol Morris, featuring Republicans 
who planned to vote for Kerry (see “Ad Value,’ 
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News and Features, October 8). MoveOn paid 
to run Morris’s TV spots in battleground states 
such as Ohio and Pennsylvania, but took out 
only one print advertisement in conjunction 


with the ad buy — again, a full-page Times ad, 


featuring several of Morris’s Republican 
switchers. In an interview with the Phoenix, 
Morris grew agitated as he argued that the 
print ad should have run in newspapers such 
as the Cleveland Plain Dealer, where it could 
have augmented the TV ads’ ability to sway 
undecided voters. (The Times, of course, has a 
predominantly liberal readership.) When I 
raised this issue with Boyd, he told me the 
Times ad had been placed to create a buzz 
among media 
elites; television, 
he added, is a 
better medium 
for reaching 
large numbers of 
voters. That may 
be. But the deci- 
sion to highlight 
Morris’s adver- 
tisements.in the 
Times and 
nowhere else 
also raises the 
question of whether MoveOn’s eagerness to 
preach to the converted — or, more cynically, 
to publicize itself — caused it to miss opportu- 
nities among the nation’s undecideds. 

Finally, any critical assessment of MoveOn’s 
conduct in the 2004 campaign has to mention 
the organization’s marked affinity for mixing 
entertainment and politics. There’s no clear 
reason why Hollywood liberalism generates 
such hostility among certain sectors of the 
electorate — or why celebrity endorsements 
of Republicans, such as Red Sox pitcher Curt 
Schilling’s pro-Bush plug just before Election 
Day, don’t prompt similar outrage. That’s just 
how it is. But during the campaign, MoveOn 
seemed either not to notice this problem or 
not to care. In 2004, for example, the group 
signed up celebrities including Rob Reiner and 





VISIONARIES: MoveOn founders Wes Boyd and Joan Blades saw 
the Internet’s power to bring people together for concerted 


political action. 


MoveOn’s structure, 
which gives its members 
a sense of empowerment, 
has made the group a success 
— but its members may 
not always make the best 
strategic decisions. 


T THIS POINT, it’s hard to say. Last week, 

asked if she could identify any mistakes 
MoveOn made during the recent election, 
co-founder Blades said she couldn't. “Boy, 
I’m not good at the Monday-morning quar- 
terbacking,” Blades said, then moved into a 
discussion of voter suppression. 

When the same question was put to Boyd, 
he thought for a few seconds. Then he said 
he’d like to deploy MoveOn’s financial re- 
sources differently in the next presidential 
election. “I think that I would work very 
hard to not be spending a lot of money on 
media in the last two months of the cam- 
paign,” Boyd said, “but instead ensure a real 
progressive in- 
frastructure, 
and that re- 
sources can be 
deployed in a 
far more nu- 
anced way and 
in a deeper way 
in the last few 
months of the 
election cycle.” 

Of course, the 
idea behind 
MoveOn is that 
Blades and Boyd don’t get to decide alone. The 
2.8 million members — a number that counts 
anyone who’s participated in one of the 
group’s “actions,” including signing a petition 
or attending a house party — are supposed to 
decide MoveOn’s focus and tactics. In reality, 
however, pure democracy is no more possible 
in MoveOn than it is anywhere else. MoveOn’s 
leadership speaks of “deep listening,” of keep- 
ing tabs on ideas that “bubble up” from the 
membership, but the sentiments of the masses 
still have to be processed and turned into con- 
crete action by the staff. Still, when the masses 
make their feelings known, the leaders can’t 
embark on a radically different course of ac- 
tion. And at last month’s house parties, 
MoveOn’s members voted overwhelmingly to 
make the creation of a clear, compelling pro- 

APWIDEWORLD gressive message the 
group’s top priority in 
the years ahead. 

Given the Democ- 
rats’ evident message 
deficit, this could help 
the party in the long 
run. But is a task this 
amorphous really suit- 
ed to MoveOn’s institu- 
tional strengths? Or 
did MoveOn’s mem- 
bers, fresh off a devas- 
tating election loss, 
vote emotionally rather 
than logically? This 
points to an inherent 
problem: MoveOn’s 
structure, which gives 
its members a sense of 
empowerment, has 
made the group a suc- 
cess — but its mem- 
bers may not always 
make the best strategic 
decisions. 

To his credit, Boyd 
admits MoveOn’s new 
mission poses a 
significant challenge. 
“The issue of how to 
engage in the develop- 
ment of a progressive 
agenda is like nothing 





Aaron Sorkin to direct anti-Bush ads; enlisted 
Moby, Jack Black, and Michael Stipe to judge 
MoveOn’s “Bush in 30 Seconds” contest; and 
sponsored an anti-Bush concert series featur- 
ing Bruce Springsteen and Jackson Browne. 
The progressive Web site Common Dreams 
deemed MoveOn’s push “the most systematic 
effort to enlist celebrities in liberal causes in 
several years.” It’s impossible to quantify how 
much antipathy toward a perceived Democrat- 
ic/show-biz alliance hurt Kerry and other can- 
didates. But the next Democratic candidate, 
whoever that may be, will almost certainly en- 
deavor to keep Hollywood at arm’s length. 
Will MoveOn get the message? 





—_— we’ve done before,” he 
says. “So to tell you 

the truth, we’re going to be trying different 
things. Trial and error is an important part 
of the process — to say, ‘Okay, here’s X way 
we can pursue, let’s give it a try.’ We do 
most things at a relatively low cost com- 
pared to traditional politics, so we can try a 
lot of things. We fail sometimes, and we suc- 
ceed sometimes. That’s how we do good 
work — and we’re not afraid to fail.” Now, if 
MoveOn is going to help rejuvenate the De- 
mocratic Party, it needs to learn from those 
failures. a 


Adam Reilly can be reached at 
areilly@phx.com. 
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Author Barry Crimmins invites America in from the cold 





CRIMMINS, continued from cover 
the perfect bait for potential con- 
verts. We checked in with the au- 
thor and got his views on the 
left, the Bushies, disenfranchise- 
ment, electoral politics, and 
finding comfort in the long view 
of history. 


Q: You compare the Bush ad- 
ministration’s first term with the 
torment of long, cold winters in 
your hometown of Skaneateles, in 
central New York. It looks like 
we’re in for another frigid four 
years — what’s been going 
through your mind since Election 
Day? 

A: Thoughts of glaciers and ice 
ages have crossed my mind. But 
fortunately I’ve had a job to do, 
writing for Randi Rhodes and Air 
America, so I’ve had to — it’s odd 
— remain distracted by remain- 
ing connected and continuing to 
fight. 

I think we’re in a very danger- 
ous situation now, where I hon- 
estly believe the majority of the 
people in this country are being 
told they’re in a minority. And 
that they don’t hold the dominant 
view. I mean, I guess the view is 
dominant, but the preponderance 
— their view is in the minority. I 
really don’t think most of the 
country are reactionary, evangeli- 
cal lunatics. That’s sort of a fas- 
cist situation, where you're telling 
most of the country that they’re 
out of step with the country. So 
it’s scary. And it’s also scary, now. 
This administration — anything that could 
even pass for adult supervision is gone now. 





Q: Like Colin Powell? 

A: Yeah, people who at least feel guilty 
when they lie. So it’s gonna be tough, but 
we’ve been through other tough things be- 
fore. You know, people thought it was over 
for good after Nixon’s big win in ’72. These 


Keeping the choir o 





people are really arrogant. Pride goeth be- 
fore a fall — look out below. All we can do 
is play it as they lie. 


Q: Speaking of Nixon — in the essay that 
begat the title of your book, you write about 
standing up to pure evil by not shaking hands 
with Henry Kissinger when you ran into him 
in a CNN Green Room in 


1988. How can we stand up to 
today’s evil? 

A: Well, I mean, I would like 
to think anybody — when pure 
evil’s cut off and just by itself — 
by itself it’s just this little man, 
who’s scared and realizes that 
he’s vulnerable. Being able to 
summon the drastic resources 
that he had at his fingertips over 
the years, he’s very big and 
scary. But by himself he was just 
a man. And I as myself was just 
another man. I ran into him, 
and I didn’t like that man, and 
for once the situation wasn’t 
rigged for Kissinger, and he just 
looked like a little scared guy. It 
wasn't like I was standing up to 
him at a state dinner or any- 
thing. 


Q: What would happen if you 
ran into Bush or Vice-President 
Dick Cheney? 

A: In other words, are they 
war criminals? Hell yes, they 
are. I’m not going to back off 
that. This needless war is a 
crime. Clearly these people have 
no qualms about anything. I 
mean, the United States of 
America has been caught tortur- 
ing people under their watch. 
They have little or no respect 
for the principles of the flag 
they wrap themselves in — sup- 
posedly stand for. They don’t 


FUNNY BUSINESS: Crimmins says humor can be a powerful political believe in elections. Their entire 
weapon: “People’s defenses are down when they’re laughing.” 


keep-out-the-vote effort in this 
election was really clear. But 
then again, if you look at how 
they handle themselves internationally, 
why would you expect them to be any dif- 
ferent here? 

Look at what they’ve tried to do in 
Venezuela; why would they care about free 


n key 


Bush will never serve one day as legitimate 
president of the United States. If he had any 
guts — which he doesn’t — but if he had the 
guts he likes to pretend he has, he would 
have gone out there and found out for sure. 
But why bother, when you can fix it or at 
least attempt to skew it dramatically. And 
the keep-out-the-vote effort was at least an 
attempt to skew it. It was also an admission, 
as far as I’m concerned, that they didn’t 
think they could win a fair election. Kerry : 
and the Democrats tried to get out every 
vote they could, which was an indication 
that they thought they could win a fair elec- 
tion. That’s the difference. I think that in 
and of itself is telling. 

So after that, to be told that I’m part of 
this minority, and I’d better change things 
around, I better start thinking differently, 
kowtow more to these superstitious evangel- 
icals — you know, people who actually give 
Christianity a bad name. I’m not going to go 
along with that. So there’s a lot to do over 
the next four years. And from a cynical, per- 
sonal viewpoint, you know, this doesn’t hurt 
my business at all. But I feel bad. I would 
rather that I was the person put out of work 
rather than however million people are ei- 
ther going to be put out of work or be work- 
ing somewhere a lot worse, under a lot 
worse circumstances. 


Q: You say there’s a lot to do over the next 


four years. In one of the book’s essays, “An Ac- 


tivist’s Lament,” you identify some systemic 


~ and organizational roadblocks that hinder the 


progressive movement. How can the left ac- 
complish what it needs to if it can’t, as you 
write, “get out of its own way”? 

A: I don’t know. I think the Internet is 
starting to clear some of that away. A lot of 
these meetings, as I write in the book, turn 
into sort of group therapy for some of the 
neediest people. “Oh, I'd like to share a few 
things with the group that are personal, that 
I think are very important for us to clear 
up,” and you know, an hour later, people are 


‘I just happen to believe in government for 
the common good.... I believe that when we 
do something collectively, it should maybe feed, 
house, clothe someone rather than blow up 
their house or kill them.’ 





elections here? They don’t. They don’t 
care about it; they did everything they 
could to keep out the vote. There’s all this 
really questionable stuff with all this elec- 
tronic voting that’s just insane. And they 
don’t care. They’re just snickering. They’re 
just fixers. They’re dirty — I think they’re 
fascists. 


Q: So are you still holding out hope that 
investigators will discover suspicious election 
activity in Ohio? 

A: What would be nice is to discover the 
true intent of the voters throughout the 
country. Including a lot of places where I 
think they probably padded the total with 
this electronic voting. Maybe Bush really did 
win this election. But there’s so much sleazy 
stuff that happened — and there was such 
an effort to keep people from voting, to keep 
people from their voting rights, I mean, un- 
believably questionable things that hap- 
pened with this electronic voting, I mean, all 
kinds of shifty stuff all over the place — that 
no matter what happens, no one’s ever 
gonna know if he won this election or not. 

So as far as I’m concerned, George W. 
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ENIX 


saying, “I got a baby sitter.” 

If you want regular people, you have to 
make it attractive, you have to make it 
something that’s functional for regular peo- 
ple. So if people at first are upset, you know, 
“Jeez, they are killing a lot of kids in Iraq, 
what can we do about that,” so they go to a 
meeting, and it’s someone arguing about the 
procedure — I mean, hell. 

But I think for the progressive movement | 
to work, it really has to identify and speak 
more clearly to things that truly are oppress- 
ing regular people of all walks of life in this | 
country. And speak to it. And this is not all ; 
going to be done through electoral politics. | 

You can scare the elected people by show- | 
ing up in big numbers, and taking action 
and doing things, and making certain things 
very clear to them through other means. So 
to just be hung up on electoral politics con- 
stantly is not the way to go, I don’t think. 
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Q: How does “preaching to the choir,” F S 
through media like your book or Air America, 
help the cause? 

A: You know, that’s a form of censorship, 


See CRIMMINS, page 20 | 
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CRIMMINS, from page 18 

just that word, just that slogan: “Oh, you are 
just preaching to the choir.” I mean, sure, of 
course you don’t just “preach to the choir.” I 
wouldn’t say my book is designed as some- 
thing that preaches to the choir. It talks 
about how I come from a fairly mainstream 
place in the United States and developed 
these views. And these views come from a 
love for a variety of things — the environ- 
ment, the people of this country, in compas- 
sion for veterans in particular. And I don’t 
think I’m preaching to the choir with that. | 
think if people would give my book a chance 
and read it, they might think about some 
things that they wouldn’t think of otherwise. 

On the other hand, the people who have 
been out there fighting the good fight forev- 
er do need a shot in the arm, do need sup- 
port, and do need a chance to hear — you 
know, when Air America was first on, we got 
so many calls from people just saying, 
“Thank you, I thought I was the only one.” 
People begin to think they’re crazy. And 
that, again, is back to the point I made earli- 
er. That it’s wrong when such a large num- 
ber of people are told that they are out of 
step, that they don’t get it, that they’re 
wrong. Why, because I believe in peace and 
justice? Because I believe that when we do 
something collectively, it should maybe feed, 
house, clothe someone rather than blow up 
their house or kill them? 

I just happen to believe in government for 
the common good. Common defense is one 
thing, but we’re so far removed from that, 
it’s ridiculous. And we have been for so long 
that once we actually were attacked, they 
managed to pervert it even that much more. 
I mean, if you look at the billions being 
wasted in that war, what could it do for 
those workers in Ohio, who don’t have de- 
cent jobs anymore, or wherever, for that 
matter — around Boston. I still believe in 
government for the common good, rather 
than private interest. And this outfit that’s in 
there now is just basically trying to do so 
much damage that if and when they ever 
lose control, there won't be anything left to 
provide the kind of services that a govern- 
ment should provide. 

There’s a lot of things we could do that 
would promote the economy and make the 
country a lot better place. We’re still using 
an awful lot of stuff in this country that was 
put together during FDR’s time. And this 
might be a good time to promote something 
that I would call the “Renewed Deal.” 


Q: What would be some of the tenets of the 
Renewed Deal? 

A: Concentrate on doing some of the 
things that sustain and improve life in this 
country. Ahd that would include things like 
improvement of the infrastructure, 
identification of areas of the country where 
there’s just such economic despair that 
something needs to be done. So give people 
a hand by creating programs where they ac- 
tually improve their own neighborhoods. | 
think one thing that would be great to do is 
take a lot of this wasted and abandoned in- 
dustrial space, as long as it isn’t environ- 
mentally toxic, and reclaim it for arts proj- 
ects. Bring hope to communities. 

So take that big abandoned warehouse 
and get some grants, some government 
grants — so it isn’t something that’s owned 
by the corporations, like anything else — 
and you know, you hire people to rebuild it, 
to turn it into something that will sustain 
the neighborhood. And it’s a place where the 
community can gather, where the kids can 
learn various things. Teach people trades, 
bring hope, bring the community together. 
You can never know what will come in these 
neighborhoods. Obviously the government’s 
not going to get behind this right now, with 
the group that’s in there, but we could begin 
to figure out grassroots and innovative ways 

just going and squatting in some of these 





Flag-waiving 


UNDERSTAND that many took comfort in the American flag after 9/11. They saw it as a 

symbol of resilience, determination, and respect for victims of terror. They also viewed it as 
an endorsement of the thousands who were doing all they could to clear wreckage and search 
against hope for even one more survivor. 

To fly the flag and wear red, white, and blue allowed people to make a gesture of sympathy 
and stand in solidarity against the heinous criminals who planned and committed the horrific 
massacres on September 11, 2001. | understand and applaud the human decency such ges- 
tures represent. 

But | couldn't join in the nationalistic fervor because | feared it would lead to more sense- 
less death and because it was inarticulate. No one who was killed on September 11 died for 
the red, white, and blue. They perished trying to earn a living for themselves and their fami- 
lies. Or they died with compassionate courage in heroic efforts to save lives. The flag-waving 
came after that. | repeat, most of it was completely sincere. People were in pain and needed 
to grab hold of something. Flags are easy to hold. 

| have another view of the flag. It emanates from a context that is unique to me. It certainly 
is a view that many despise. | wish | didn’t know what | do because thén | could just put on 
the colors and not risk having people think that because | won’t embrace a current mass sym- 
bol of compassion, hope, and resistance to madness, that | somehow cared less for the vic- 
tims than the flag-wavers. 

It was because of victims that | couldn't cling to the flag, a symbol of all sorts of heinous 
crimes committed by this country. | used to try to embrace Old Glory because, as an Ameri- 
can, it belonged to me as well. And because | love my country. But as Mark Twain said, that 
“comes naturally, like breathing. There is no personal merit in breathing.” 

One day in the summer of 1988, sitting in a plane at the airport in Tegucigalpa on the way 
home from Central America, | saw a giant US Air Force transport (1 think they are called C- 
130s). It sat on the runaway with its large cargo bay agape. The plane was empty, but the area 
surrounding it was littered with its military cargo. Because of where | had just been, | knew it 
was earmarked to spread more heartbreak and carnage upon the peasants of the region. This 
was because the US government, in support of multinational corporations, wanted to keep the 
prices of commodities as cheap as possible. And they were busy cheapening the most impor- 
tant commodity of all, human life. That plane contained support and endorsement for the 
death squads that were combing the countryside and terrorizing the populace of Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua. 

Death squads were ClA-trained terrorists that murdered and tortured people suspected of 
having allegiance to anyone but United States—backed dictators or “contras” in the region. 
The murders they committed were often excruciatingly gruesome because they were meant to 
terrorize others to keep them from joining the battle for land reform and human rights. 

Painted on the tailfin of that transport was a big American flag. | sat there and considered 
how many more lives would be destroyed because of the state-sponsored terrorism that would 
be implemented with the commodities that had been unloaded from that one plane. | thought 
of how this evil was being done at the expense of US taxpayers. | knew that they’d never per- 
mit such a thing to happen if they only understood what was being done in their name and in 
the murky shadow of the Stars and Stripes. | thought about how the money that was being 
spent on barbarism would be looked upon as foreign aid. That sanitary little term could.delude 
Americans into believing, when they saw the figures for this “aid,” that the USA was philan- 
thropic and the world was not sufficiently grateful. | sadly mulled over how the whole scam 
was cynically packaged as an attempt to export democracy to backward people. In fact, it was 
an effort to negate the will of the majority down there. 

Eventually it succeeded. 

Sitting on that runway in far-off Tegucigalpa, the flag left my possession, for good. 
Never again could | wear it or endorse it, because never again would it not symbolize 
what | knew had been done in Central America. 

| have lived a flagless life for many years now and risk the disdain of my fellow 
Americans because of it. After the 9/11 attacks numerous people, 
some of them old friends, told me that they thought my inability to 
fall in behind the flag and the flag-waving Bush administration reflected 
poorly upon me. | understand why they might have felt that way, and | 
am sorry to have disappointed them. But because | have seen the flag 
used to spread terror, | cannot risk betraying the victims of 
terror, just because | fear some people will mistakenly 
believe my heart is not in shreds over the 9/11 
human calamity. 

| still believe in what this country can 
be. Essential to the continued quest 
for the American dream is free 
speech. One thing | am free to 
say is that | want to end the mas- 
sacre of all innocents. | want no more 
terror. | also say, by not flying the 
flag, that our problems can’t be 
solved through nationalism. | say 
that nationalism can be found at the 
source of much of the madness that has 
changed our world in such an awful way. 
That said, | understand why so many 
people clung to Old Glory after 9/11. | 
know that they did so out of compas- 
sion and decency. | respect them for 
that, and | defend their right to choose 
that symbol at that moment. | hope that 
at least some of them understand that 
other good and decent people might have 
some pretty good reasons for seeking a dif- 
ferent path toward healing the enormous 
wound we sustained. 


— Barry Crimmins 


Excerpted from Never Shake Hands with 
a War Criminal, © 2004 by Barry Crimmins. 
Reprinted by permission of Seven Stories 
Press. 
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places. Just start turning them into some- 
thing, so every place isn’t full of abandoned 
reminders of formerly prosperous days. 

That’s just one idea, but you know, who 
else has an idea? I’m not gonna wait for this 
unbelievably corrupt, bought-and-paid-for 
federal government that we have right now 
to do a lot about this. So we’re going to 
have to find things that we can do. I love to 
hear from people what their ideas are. If 
Kerry had gotten in, I wanted to approach 
them about that Renewed Deal, about the 
arts part of it anyway. It just seems like, 
rather than having these sad husks of pros- 
perity in our neighborhoods, if some of 
them were turned into something where 
there was hope and life and joy, you would 
just get so much back on every dollar you 
invested in it. 


Q: What’s the difference between being 
critical of the government and being negative? 

A: This government requires a great deal of 
criticism right now in particular, because if we 
don’t criticize it, if we don’t exercise those 
rights, believe me they will be gone very 
quickly. Criticism can be a very positive and 
optimistic thing — “I’m still trying, I’m not 
giving up,” is what you’re saying. So we need 
to do that. But we need to look at other things 
we can do as well. That’s why I say, we can’t 
just be totally focused on electoral politics be- 
cause the nature of that beast these days is so 
extremely negative that you almost can’t 
avoid becoming what you resist. That’s why 
you need to rotate the crops and look at other 
things, and find hope and joy in other places, 
and take a stand. By standing up and doing 
things, you can set a good example and not 
just be negative. 


Q: Have you embraced come- 
dy as one way to inject that hope 
and joy into the political system? 
A: Sure. I mean, you can smuggle 
a lot of content with humor. 
You can get to people. 
People’s defenses 
are down 
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when they’re 
laughing, so that’s 
one way to do it. You 
have to find other ways fo get to people. 


Q: Does your material ever get criticized 
for being too over-the-top or too hard-line? 

A: That kind of statement, that kind of 
idea, kinda comes-from that self-censorship 
that we’re all supposed to have. What I say 
may seem outrageous in the modern context, 
but in the scope of history I don’t think it will 
be very outrageous at all. I think I'll be seen 
as someone who’s maintaining some sanity 
during this period. As I say in the book, I be- 
lieve in playing to the ages, not the age, be- 
cause the age tends to be pretty stupid. So 
what might be outrageous in the scope of his- 
tory might be the things that people were let- 
ting go on, and what might be sensible would 
be standing up to them. I’m not out to shock. 
Things are shocking enough. If people kind of 
get it, dig what I’m talking about, I would 
hope in sort of an odd way that they would 
be to an extent soothed. 1 


From December 9 to 12, Barry Crimmins will 
appear as part of The Ding Ho Reunion: 25 
Years of the Best of Boston Comedy at Jimmy 
Tingle’s Off Broadway Theater, in Somerville. 
Crimmins can be reached through his Web site, 
www.barrycrimmins.com. Deirdre Fulton can be 
reached at dfulton@phx.com. 
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UNQUALIFIED SUCCESSES 


Insiders fear that changeovers at the CIA will weaken the agency 


Politicized espionage 


BY JASON VEST 


F CHANGES IN government agencies 

were characterized as album titles, the 

soundtrack to Director of Central Intelli- 
gence (DCI) Porter J. Goss’s November re- 
structuring at the CIA might be named, with 
apologies to U2, How To Dismantle an Effec- 
tive Senior Leadership Staff With an Atomic 
Bomb. Though, in the name of precision, 
“neutron bomb” might be the better choice 
of words. While the CIA’s headquarters in 
Langley, Virginia, still stands, vaporization 
seems to be the order of the day there, for 
both people and trust. 

First came the resignations of Stephen 
Kappes and Michael Sulick — widely re- 
garded as the best veteran case officers in 
years to head the CIA's spy-managing Direc- 
torate of Operations (DO). Kappes and 
Sulick left after Goss decided to back 
Patrick Murray, his highly partisan con- 
sigliere from Capitol Hill now installed in 
the novel post of “chief of staff,” in a dis- 
pute stemming from Murray’s bullying, dis- 
respectful behavior toward career DO 
officers. Next came Goss’s agency-wide 
memo that, despite his nomination-hearing 
pledges of “non-partisanship,” effectively 
told everyone to toe the Bush-administra- 
tion line. Then, on Thanksgiving Eve — and 
on the heels of trenchant anti-Goss op-eds 
from retiring deputy director of central in- 
telligence John McLaughlin and former 
deputy director for operations Thomas 
Twetten — came word of two more resigna- 
tions, this time by the DO’s Europe and Far 
East division chiefs. 

If there’s one thing on which both pro- 
and anti-Goss elements inside and outside 
the agency can agree, it’s that the recent 
departures — 20 in all, according to a No- 
vember 30 Washington Post report — repre- 
sent merely the first flakes of personnel fall- 
out. Reports of a formal “hit list,” compiled 
by Goss and his coterie of Hill hacks now 
ensconced in newly created “staff” posi- 
tions at CIA headquarters, differ only on 
the number of people in the cross hairs. 
Certainly, there’s a rough consensus that 
some people do, in fact, deserve to be 
canned, for reasons that have nothing to do 
with politics. Jami Miscik, for example, 
who heads the agency’s analytic Directorate 
of Intelligence (DI) division, is not regarded 
by some as an exemplar of good analytic 
tradecraft — earlier this year, she told the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 
that she had asked analysts to “stretch to 
the maximum the evidence you had” in 
connecting Saddam Hussein to Osama bin 
Laden. However, concerns are rife that re- 
placements for people like Miscik wouldn't 
be any better. 

Considering that the CIA has practically 
bled institutional memory and expertise in 
recent years (almost all the old hands who 
made up the CIA’s highest echelon, the Se- 
nior Intelligence Service, retired during the 
1990s), many knowledgeable observers see 
Goss’s first moves as a sign that things are 
going to get worse — for both career agency 
personnel and for Goss, whose activities 
have not inspired public and, to a lesser ex- 
tent, congressional confidence. Indeed, as 
currents of paranoia and dyspepsia swirled 
around Langley last week, it seemed as if 
President Bush were trying to mute criticism 
of Goss with a cosmetically bold, forward- 
looking move that struck those who know 
better as a fatuous attempt to boost morale 
and reassure a worried public. 

The move came in the form of a memo to 
Goss, ordering the new DCI to increase 





manpower at the DO and DI by 50 percent 
each. At first blush, it’s hard to argue that 
significantly expanding the ranks of spy- 
runners (officers who manage, or “run,” the 
agents who do the actual spying) and ana- 
lysts is a bad thing; just about everybody 
with an interest in intelligence reform ac- 
knowledges that personnel shortages have 
been a very real problem at the CIA. But in 
addition to concerns about whether the 
DCI’s partisan bent would make for the 
most effective hiring practices, numerous 
intelligence-community sources say that 
simply hiring more analysts and spy-runners 
is far from a quick fix and neglects some key 
realities. 

“Let’s just start with the ‘hire more case 
officers’ stuff,” says a highly respected and 
decorated veteran intelligence officer who 
spoke with the Phoenix on condition of 


same as ‘immediately.’ ” 

It’s even more complicated for non- 
official cover officers, or NOCs — CIA 
officers who, unlike most DO officers, oper- 
ate under corporate or non-governmental 
cover without benefit of diplomatic immuni- 
ty. Another seemingly bold move, this one 
by Goss, was revealed in the November 17 
edition of USA Today, which reported that 
Goss had instructed his new deputy director 
for operations, Jose Rodriguez, to “launch a 
much more aggressive espionage campaign 
that would use undercover officers to pene- 
trate terrorist groups and hostile govern- 
ments.” This “risky new strategy” would call 
for a radical increase in the number and use 
of NOCs, and would be a “sharp departure 
from the CIA's traditional style of human in- 
telligence, in which field officers under 
flimsy cover as diplomats in US embassies 


done away from the formal CIA environ- 
ment, which means you have to set up a 
mobile training process, which is costly and 
takes more time.” 

And, he says, after all the costly training, 
NOCs generally don’t last all that long. “A 
lot of them end up quitting the agency earli- 
er than most for one of two reasons. The 
first is because it’s really one of the most 
thankless, frustrating jobs there is. You can’t 
keep all the salary you’re paid in your cover 
job — you have to return anything beyond 
your GS salary, which makes it effectively 
impossible to maintain your cover if you’re 
supposed to be in a $200,000-a-year job 
and you have only $57,000. People have ac- 
tually quit and gone to work for the compa- 
nies that were providing their cover, and 
who can blame them? More money, less 
stress. 





anonymity (necessitated by the turmoil at 
Langley) in mid and late November. “Let’s 
first note that the president’s memo doesn’t 
say where the money to hire all these peo- 
ple is coming from, and that what it in fact 
orders Goss to do is draw up a plan with 

a budget and get it to the White House 
three months from now. So when you’re 
going to see the actual process begin to get 
this new 50 percent recruited is God knows 
when. 

“Next, once you begin that process, for 
new DO officers you’re looking at the ex- 
penditure of at least half a million dollars 
and at least one year of training. And then 
you really need three to four years to figure 
out if someone is, in fact, good at being a 
DO officer. So they can talk all they want 
about increasing levels, but the devil is in 
the ‘as soon as is feasible’ part of the memo. 
‘As soon as feasible,’ when it comes to train- 
ing and fielding a new officer, is not the 
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try to recruit foreign spies and gather tips 
from allied intelligence services.” 

Innovative as this sounds, according to 
another veteran intelligence officer inti- 
mately familiar with the NOC program, it’s 
going to take even longer for this new “ag- 
gressive” campaign to come to realization. 
Furthermore, if history is any indicator, it 
may not yield much except grief. 

“Goss could very well be long gone before 
the first NOC hired under this new effort 
ever sets foot on the field,” the veteran 
officer says. “First is the issue of actually re- 
suscitating the NOC program — there have 
never been that many NOCs, and the num- 
ber is very, very low right now. Then there’s 
time and money. For your average case- 
officer trainee, it’s an investment of about 
half a million dollars and a year of time. For 
a NOC, it’s more like a million dollars and 
two years. While the training itself isn’t that 
different, everything with a NOC has to be 


“The second reason,” the officer contin- 
ues, “is that the counterintelligence capabil- 
ities of most local intelligence services have 
gotten much better in recent years due to 
technology, and it’s much easier to crack 
someone’s cover now. You can’t just send 
people out there with the highest-quality 
forged identification when a CI officer in 
some other country can go online and oh, 
what does he find? There’s nothing in public 
records you can pull off the Web that backs 
up the guy’s identity. These days, it takes a 
lot more in time and other expenses to just 
adequately backstop a NOC.” 

This issue of support for CIA officers 
prompts concern from old hands about an- 
other part of the agency in serious need of 
fixing — and, more precisely, the person 
Goss has put in the post that likely will be 
responsible for fixing it. Whenever CIA- 
specific intelligence reform is discussed, in- 


See CIA, page 25 
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CIA, from page 22 
evitably most of the talk focuses on the DO 
or DI. Rarely mentioned is what used to be 
known as the Directorate of Administration 
(DA). Given the bland connotation of the 
name, this isn’t exactly surprising; com- 
pared with the DI’s focus on poring over 
raw intelligence and casting it into 
classified reports, and the DO’s sexy spy- 
running and paramilitary operations, “ad- 
ministration” is hardly a term that captures 
the imagination. 

Yet doing some kinds of “administration” 
for the CIA is unlike doing administration 
just about anywhere else — particularly for 
what was once known as the DA’s Manage- 
ment General (MG) service. Disbanded in 
the 1990s, the MG service was an elite 
cadre of no more than 200 intelligence 
officers. These officers were given the same 
training as DO recruits at “the Farm,” the 
agency’s main training facility at Camp 
Peary, Virginia. But unlike DO officers — 
whose focus has always been on handling 
espionage agents — the DA’s MG officers in 
the field were responsible for providing DO 
officers with everything they needed to re- 
cruit and run spies. 

Descriptions of a CIA station’s operations 
usually focus on the power and responsibil- 
ities of the chief of station (COS) and his 
deputy. But, in addition to those officers, 
stations are also staffed by an executive 
officer — in a bygone era, traditionally 
someone from 
the MG service 
— who adminis- 
tered the logis- 
tics of spying. 
The portfolio of 
an executive 
officer is, if noth- 
ing else, expan- 
sive, though an 
executive 
officer’s staff generally isn’t; often, there 
may be no staff at all. Among other things, 
the executive officers’ role is to find, set up, 
maintain, and protect all the station’s safe 
houses and vehicles; recruit, vet, and train 
foreign nationals who function as support 
agents for surveillance teams; and make 
sure all the case officers’ cover arrange- 
ments are protected. They — and only they 
— have the combination to a safe in the 
station that contains millions of dollars in 
multiple currencies and commodities (gold, 
diamonds) for the payment of agents, and 
they must ensure that all the money that 
goes out of the safe, as well as case officers’ 
expenses, is accounted for. They also func- 
tion as the principal liaison between the 
CIA station housed in the embassy and the 
embassy’s State Department personnel. 
And if a case officer needs something for 
an operation that isn’t on hand, the exec is 
responsible for getting it from Langley or 
wherever else it may be. 


P UNTIL the mid 1990s, the Directorate 

of Administration was a fairly straight- 
forward outfit, responsible not only for co- 
ordinating and providing support for field 
operations from Langley, but also for run- 
ning the agency’s personnel, medical, and 
finance operations, among others, out of 
simple, dedicated offices. The 1990s, how- 
ever, saw multiple “restructurings” of the 
DA that included the disbanding of the MG 
service. 

“The reason you had an MG service was 
so you had fully trained support officers 
who understood how DO operations 
worked and what it took to make them 
work, but then it became ‘Anyone can do 
the job,’ which isn’t true,” says a former 
case officer. “And the culture back at the 
DA in Langley changed to become the 
worst combination of political correctness 
on the one hand and Stephen Covey bull- 
shit on the other. To give you an example, 
one time an exec called Langley with an ur- 
gent need and no one was there to do any- 
thing about it because the entire office was 
off on some ‘effective teamwork’ seminar. 
Little did we know it would get worse.” 

“Worse” came, according to many, in the 
form of A.B. “Buzzy” Krongard, an invest 


“One time an exec called 
Langley with an urgent need 
and no one was there to do 
anything about it because the 
entire office was off on some 
‘effective teamwork’ seminar.” 
— former CIA case officer 


ment banker with no intelligence experi- 
ence, whom George Tenet appointed CIA 
executive director (ExDir). While it’s well- 
known that the director of central intelli- 
gence is both the CIA chief and nominal 
head of the entire US intelligence commu- 
nity, what’s less well-known is that the per- 
son who essentially runs the CIA day to 
day is not the DCI or his deputy, but the 
ExDir. Once appointed to the post, Kron- 
gard eliminated the DA, and then fractured 
and reconstituted its various elements di- 
rectly under his control in a manner that, 
in the view of many, was nothing short of 
disaster. 

Krongard was sacked almost immediate- 
ly after Goss’s arrival, and was going to be 
replaced with Goss crony Michael Kostiw. 
Alas for Kostiw, some old agency hand 
chose to share with the press his recollec- 
tion that Kostiw’s CIA career had been 
cut short in 1981 after Kostiw was caught 
attempting to shoplift a side of bacon 
from a grocery store. In lieu of Kostiw, 
Goss has chosen as the next ExDir one K. 
Dusty Foggo. The good news is that unlike 
Goss’s staff cronies — most of whose CIA 
experience was brief and long ago —- 
Foggo has been a DA officer for the past 
22 years, and belonged to the late MG 
service. But while many old hands consid- 
er this an improvement over Kostiw, 
they’re somewhat underwhelmed with the 
choice of Foggo. 

“Dusty came 
into the agency 
through the 
Presidential 
Management In- 
tern program, 
and he was one 
of four interns 
brought into the 
MG service, and 
turned out to be 
the weakest of the four — his contempo- 
raries did better than him,” says:an intelli- 
gence officer knowledgeable about Foggo’s 
career. “He’sinever gotten the big jobs, like 
chief of administration in an area division 
of the DO or up in the DA hierarchy, even 
after Buzzy ‘reorganized.’ He’s only served 
in a variety of small and midlevel stations 
and as the number-two or -three man on 
some administrative staffs, and hasn’t had 
enough experience managing large staffs 
or interacting with people outside the 
agency to prepare him to be ExDir. And 
while he’s smart enough to get some 
things, his personality is going to be what 
undermines him.” 

According to the officer and others with 
both CIA and State Department experience, 
Foggo — who until recently was running 
the agency’s approximately 200-strong 
Middle East support base in Frankfurt, Ger- 
many — does not have a history of getting 
on easily with others. In one tour as station 
executive officer, his relationship with the 
station’s top case officer was so hostile that 
Langley “had to send a senior officer out to 
sit Dusty down and read him the riot act”; 
in another post he so antagonized a US em- 
bassy administrative counselor that no 
small amount of inter-agency diplomacy 
was required to preserve the CIA station’s 
ability to operate. 

While Foggo reportedly had been dis- 
cussing putting the DA back together along 
traditional lines but with never-implement- 
ed innovations recommended by in-house 
studies, many are skeptical that he can pull 
it off. “He’s something of a loose cannon 
who thinks he can do everything on his 
own, and you just can’t do that as ExDir,” 
the veteran officer says. Some speculate 
that Foggo’s “loose cannon” quality could 
be a force for good if he puts institutional 
concerns before Goss’s political ones, but 
that’s a dubious notion, given that Foggo 
owes his elevation to Goss. Unfortunately 
for the nation, Goss’s unflinching support 
for his Hill imports, and their own two- 
fisted partisan backgrounds, augurs little 
good for the CIA. Ba 


Jason Vest can be reached at 


jav3603@aol.com. 
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~The go-between 


Al Aronowitz says the ‘60s wouldn't have been the same without him. Now, as he types away 
alone in his cluttered New Jersey apartment, the ‘Blacklisted Journalist’ looks back. 


STEVEN SUNSHINE 


BY MIKE MILIARD 


Of course, now I realize that smoke 
should never enter the human lung. Not 
smoke from a cigarette, not smoke from a 
marijuana joint, not smoke from the ex- 
haust of a car, not smoke from a burning 
match, not smoke from a smokestack, noth- 
ing! Smoke should never enter the human 
lung! Smoke is anti-life! 


L ARONOWITZ is sitting in a booth at the 

International House of Pancakes in Eliza- 

beth, New Jersey, reflecting on lessons 
learned. He’s thinking back on a time in his own 
life when he smoked an awful lot. Specifically, 
he’s remembering a night, August 28, 1964, in 
Manhattan's Hotel Delmonico on Park Avenue. 
The night when he introduced his pal Bob Dylan 
to the Beatles — and introduced the lads from 
Liverpool to a poorly rolled joint of his own “evil 
weed.” That night, he’d later write, “I was well 
aware ... that I was brokering the most fruitful 
union in the history of pop music.” 

Once upon a time, Aronowitz knew every- 
body. As a cub reporter, he interviewed Marilyn 
Monroe. He could phone Frank Sinatra at the 
Sands. He traveled to San Francisco to study the 
burgeoning Beat movement with a sociologist’s 
rigor and a hedonist’s abandon. The unexpur- 
gated, 10,770-word manuscript of his 1964 arti- 
cle on Beatlemania for the Saturday Evening Post 
is a masterpiece of long-form reportage, a kalei- 
doscopic up-close view of a seismic cultural 
shift. (It sold more copies than any issue since 
Ben Franklin founded the magazine, in 1728.) 
In the late 60s and early ’70s, his “Pop Scene” 
column in the New York Post had him rubbing 
shoulders with the Stones and the Band, and 
had people whispering his name when he 
walked into clubs. 

But Aronowitz did more than just profile his 
subjects. He became their friends, and they his. 
Bob Dylan wrote “Mr. Tambourine Man” in 
Aronowitz’s kitchen. Aronowitz drove Dylan to 
buy his infamous Triumph motorcycle (the one he 
crashed in 1966 under still-mysterious circum- 
stances). John Lennon photographed him with 
and without pants. Miles Davis played him his 
records over the phone. Johnny Cash once threat- 
ened to punch him out. Aronowitz was writing 
about rock and roll before that vocation became a 
cliché, but he was less reporter than participant. 
Art Garfunkel called him “Uncle Al, the man who 
introduces everybody to everybody.” 

But things fell apart. In 1972, Aronowitz’s wife 
died of cancer. He lost his column thanks to 
conflict-of-interest charges made by his editor. 
(Aronowitz suspects there was a personal vendet- 
ta at work.) He had managed middling, money- 
hemorrhaging rock acts in the ’60s, and it cost 
him his house. The mid-’70s country-music con- 
certs he promoted in New York City were bombs. 
He was freebasing cocaine, dealing drugs, and 
descending into something approaching mad- 
ness. “It all made me crazy,” he says. “I was crazy. 
Really crazy.” Suddenly, the man who had built 
his life around others was all but alone. If he 
wasn't Officially blacklisted from journalism, the 
effect was the same. No one wanted to know the 
man who knew everyone. Not New York editors, 
not Bob Dylan. And to hear him tell it, Aronowitz 
didn’t want to know himself. 

But then, in 1995, his daughter introduced him 
to a still-new phenomenon: the Internet. If maga- 
zine and newspaper editors wouldn't take his 
calls, then fuck them; here was a new way to 
publish. In his dark and druggy days, he’d put out 
a scattershot Xeroxed ’zine called the Blacklisted 
Masterpieces of Al Aronowitz. (“YOU'VE GOT TO 
HAVE FAITH that this book will be recognized as 
an important literary work and a valuable collec 















































a Polaroid snapped by John Lennon. 


tor’s item to want to pay $100 for it!” trumpeted 
the ’zine’s ad in the Village Voice. “MORE THAN 
SIX COPIES NOW IN PRINT!”) But this was 
something else: a vast, uncharted expanse that a 
“compulsive writer” could fill with millions of 
words, a place where Aronowitz could tell his sto- 
ries. He cleaned up his act, and got down to it. 
“The Blacklisted Journalist” was born. 

Ten years later, sitting in his dark and detri- 
tus-filled apartment, Aronowitz, now 76, still 
writes almost every day, torrents of words pre- 
serving his rock-and-roll memories in cyber- 
amber. Some would argue the last thing the ’60s 
need is more documentation, more solipsistic, 
I-was-there-man reminiscences. But his Web site, 
and his self-published Bob Dylan and the Beatles: 
Volume One of the Blacklisted Journalist (Author- 
House), a chunky paperback tome that collects 
the best of Aronowitz’s writing from then and 
now, offer riotous and rambling time capsules, 
comprising detailed vignettes and told in a voice 
that’s direct, disarming, and self-deprecating. It 
may or may not be true, as the book’s promo 
materials proclaim, that FoR AS LONG AS PEOPLE 
KEEP LISTENING TO BOB DYLAN AND THE BEATLES, PEO- 
PLE WILL WANT THIS BOOK!, but Aronowitz’s anec- 
dotes offer an inimitable inside look at the rock 
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MY BACK PAGES: Al Aronowitz now, in his apartment, and then, in 


era’s biggest players. 
(Next up, look for his 
Bobby Darin Was a 
Friend of Mine, a new ; 
book he says is timed to 
coincide with — and 
challenge the authentic- 
ity of — Kevin Spacey’s 
forthcoming Darin 
biopic, Beyond the Sea.) 
Aronowitz is no 
longer the bombastic bear of a man who can be 
seen in photographs hobnobbing with Dylan and 
Lennon. After years of drug abuse and an open- 
heart surgery, he seems to have shrunk. Enor- 
mous glasses enlarge his sleepy eyes. His posture 
and bearing are stooped and subdued. Bouts of 
phlebitis have him walking with a cane, and his 
voice is sometimes barely audible. But make no 
mistake: Al Aronowitz still has a voice. He’s got 
stories to tell, and he’s sure as hell not going to 
wait until he’s dead to have them told. “My writ- 
ing has gotta speak for itself,” he says. “Too many 
people have judged me, rather than judge my 
work. I’m not Picasso. Maybe I’m a prick. I 
dunno. But this is my love of loves, this is my 
work. These are stories of the times. I think 
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they’re interesting. That’s the job of a journalist. 


To make sense of the story. And express yourself.” 


MEET ARONOWITZ and his girlfriend, Ida, at 
his hulking brick apartment building on the 
north side of hardscrabble Elizabeth, New Jer- 
sey. As we make our way slowly downstairs to- 

ward the exit, Ida pauses, remembering that 
she’s left her purse in the apartment. A gentle- 
man, Aronowitz trudges back toward the an- 
cient elevator to retrieve it. When he returns, 
he deadpans like a Borscht Belt. comedian: “I 
couldn't find your bag, so I grabbed one off the 
first lady I saw.” 

At IHOP, Aronowitz sits across from me in a 
red Rutgers cap and bright blue cowboy shirt 
and starts at the beginning. Born in 1928, he 
grew up the son of an Orthodox butcher in 
Bordentown and Roosevelt Park, New Jersey. 
“A lot of anti-Semitism,” he says. “I remember 
when the marshal came to repossess my fa- 
ther’s [delivery] truck. My mother was beating 
on his chest, screaming, ‘Don’t take the truck 
away!’ I was two or three years old.” He went 
to Rutgers and majored in journalism. “A total 
waste of time,” he says. “I learned more work- 
ing on the college paper than I ever did in jour- 
nalism class.” When he got out, in 1950, the 
Phi Beta Kappa grad landed a job as editor of 
the Daily Times in Lakewood, New Jersey. Then 
he moved on to the Newark Evening News, and 
finally across the river to the New York Post. 

At first, he manned the Post’s night desk, 
“rewriting the New York Times for the morning 
edition.” But before long, he was doing feature 
pieces. One of his first big assignments had him 
on a plane to San Francisco to profile the Beat 
poets. Aronowitz says Post editor Paul Sann 
wanted a hatchet job on this bunch of “dumb- 
fuck pansies posing as poets.” Instead, as he 
would time and again with other subjects, 
Aronowitz fell hard for Allen Ginsberg, Jack Ker- 
ouac, and Neal Cas- 
sady, awed by their lib- 
ertine lifestyle, their 
burning fervor. His 12- 
part series that ran in 
1960 fell just this side 
of hagiography. 

Aronowitz says it 
was Kerouac’s On the 
Road in particular that 
“changed my life in 
many ways. It was 
about real people. I 
wanna know these 
people. I had visions of 
being a journalist so I 
could get to know 
them! Which is what I 
did. I befriended them, 
and got to know them 
very well.” It was also 
during his time with 
the Beats that 
Aronowitz first smoked 
dope. Not long after, 
the Saturday Evening Post enlisted him to write a 
long profile of a young folkie phenomenon who 
was drawing fawning crowds to Greenwich Vil- 
lage clubs. The moment he met Bob Dylan, 
Aronowitz was starstruck. “I felt honored,” he 
writes in Bob Dylan and the Beatles, “to hang out 
with this mumbling twenty-two-year-old kid, 
skinny as a scarecrow and wound up as a tele- 
phone cord.” 

“I was supposed to write a piece on Paul New- 
man, but I lost interest,” he recalls. “I never 
finished the piece because Dylan stole my inter- 
est. It got to the point where I was so hung up 
on The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan, side A, that I 
never got around to turning the record over and 
listening to side B. For months.” The two struck 
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up a relationship, and before long were friends. 
Aronowitz says Dylan penned “Mr. Tambourine 
Man” after listening to Marvin Gaye’s “Can I Get 
a Witness” over and over in his kitchen. (“All 
night long! I wanted to go to sleep!”) He hung 
out in Woodstock with Dylan and his wife, Sara. 
Aronowitz even claims credit for persuading the 
folk hero to go electric. “Dylan was a folkie 
purist,” he says with a grumble. “I hate purists. 
Purists are like fundamentalists. And fundamen- 
talism is what’s wrong with the world. People 
who refuse to budge an inch, no matter what! 
These red states. These Muslim maniacs. These 
Jewish fanatics. I said, ‘Bob! Today’s pop hits are 
tomorrow’s folk classics!’ That was my argu- 
ment. And I was right. I know I was right.” 

If meeting Bob Dylan changed his life, 
Aronowitz says his role in helping Dylan meet 
the Beatles changed the course of American 
popular culture. Aronowitz was there at JFK in 
February 1964, reporting for the Saturday 
Evening Post, when the Fab Four disembarked 
from their Pan-Am DC-8 to screaming, teary 
throngs. He knew right away what a cataclysmic 
moment it was. “As soon as I met the Beatles, 
man. The whole press corps were there, ready to 
shoot them down, with their poison pens point- 
ed. But they got off the plane, and they immedi- 
ately charmed the shit out of everybody.” 

The Beatles, of course, were swarmed by 
press, but Aronowitz had special access, afforded 
him by the fast friendship he struck up with 
their road manager, Neil Aspinall. (In one price- 
less detail in a Saturday Evening Post article full 
of them, Aronowitz spots Aspinall “expertly and 
flawlessly” forging the Beatles’ signatures on 
programs meant for the queen.) So it was that 
this pop journalist was able to spirit Dylan into 
the Hotel Delmonico for a high summit meeting 
of the US’s and the UK’s leading lights. 

At first, Aronowitz recalls, the encounter was 
“very awkward, very demure. Nobody wanted to 
step on anybody’s ego.” So they tried to loosen 
up. Dylan wanted cheap red wine. The Beatles 
swilled their whisky and Coke, their pep pills in 
plastic bags on the nightstand. “They offered us 
pills, and we offered the Beatnik line,” 
Aronowitz says. “ ‘Ah, pills are chemicals, man! 
You don’t wanna put those in your body! Mari- 
juana comes from the ground! It’s natural!’ ” 
Still, the Liverpudlians were skeptical. Ringo 
was the guinea pig. Remembers Aronowitz in 
the book: “‘You try it,’ John said.” 

“Soon, Ringo got the giggles,” he writes. “In 
no time at all, he was laughing hysterically. His 
laughing looked so funny that the rest of us 
started laughing hysterically at the way Ringo 
was laughing hysterically. Soon, Ringo pointed 
at the way Brian Epstein was laughing and we 
all started laughing hysterically at the way Brian 
was laughing. ... We kept laughing at each 
other’s laughter until every one of us had been 
laughed at.” 

In his cluttered apartment, Aronowitz reclines 
on an unmade bed with mismatched sheets, his 
wizened, stubbly face bathed eerily in the half- 
light of a single bulb. “It was all a big laugh,” he 
says wearily, with a weak smile. “John’s code 
word for getting stoned was ‘Let’s have a larf.’ 
Then, later he called it ‘Let’s Al Aronowitz!’ ” He 
chuckles. “But reporters like to say it was Dylan 
who turned ’em on. I was the invisible man.” 

Still, Aronowitz was always keenly aware of 
the momentousness of the larf-fest he engi- 












“I WAS COLLECTING GIANTS”: Aronowitz with (from left) Allen Ginsberg, John Lennon and Yoko Ono, Bob and Sara Dylan. 





neered. “I was just a proud and happy shadchen, 
a Jewish matchmaker, dancing at the princely 
wedding I'd arranged,” he writes. “I hate to 
think that putting Bob together with the Beatles 
is the only thing I'll ever be remembered for, but 
I think it certainly was the right thing to do. 
Hasn't the whole world benefited? Look at all 
the beautiful music we have as a result! The 
Beatles’ magic was in their sound. Bob’s magic 
was in his words. After they met, the Beatles’ 
words got grittier, and Bob invented folk-rock.” 
But regrets? He’s had a few. “If I had one 
stinking iota of junk-bond swindler Michael 
Milken in me, I would now be worth millions for 
all the music mergers I arranged,” he writes. 
“But I guess I wasn’t enough of a hustler and a 
con man to compete with the sharks, wolves and 
snakes with which I had to deal. So now, I’m just 
a poor, broke, forgotten and ignored blacklisted 
journalist who has to give away all my stories 
for free on the Internet because I don’t want to 
wait to be published posthumously. Boo, hoo.” 
Aronowitz admits that he idolized these 
megawatt luminaries, Dylan especially. Perhaps 
too much. “The Cat’s Meow, The End, The Ulti- 
mate,” he calls him in his book. “I adored Dylan 
too much to see him through critical eyes. I was 
too impressed with his hipness and too humbled 
by his artistry.” Dylan could have “charmed the 
bracelets from the tails of rattlesnakes. I found 
him to be one of the most beguiling men I’ve 
ever known. ... To be with Bob was always mag- 


ical. Every word out of his mouth impressed me 
as a gem.... The universe I'd see in Bob’s eyes 
never stopped jolting me.” 

He’s also honest enough to recognize that 
these starry-eyed musings might as well be the 
study-hall notebook scribblings of a seventh- 
grader. But he doesn’t disown them. Dylan 
might sometimes have been a cold and abusive 
person, but Aronowitz was willing to subject 
himself to his barbs just to be in his presence. 
“T liked being friends, I liked hanging out with 
Dylan,” he tells me. “I mean, my God! I was 
just crazy enough to think he was the new 
messiah! We all had that feeling about Dylan. 
We really revered him.” 

But as his own life began to unravel, more 
and more friends started to fall by the wayside. 
He doesn’t discount his own failings as a con- 
tributing factor. “Bob is another one of those 
old friends who have written me off,” he writes. 
“I! don’t blame him. I got to be pretty much of a 
wreck. I can also look back at myself being 
something of an asshole. But then, assholism 
seems to be a chronic condition with me. As 
hard as I try to cure myself, there’s hardly a day 
goes by without me remembering an occasion 
as recently as the day before when I was an ass- 
hole again.” 

Aronowitz was also starting to question the 
life he was leading, this go-go go-between, sur- 
rounded by supernova rock stars more than a 
decade his junior. “My wife was dying, and I 
didn’t want to stay up till four o’clock in the 
morning getting high and then come in the 


morning to write a column, then come home 
and do the shopping, and everything I had to do 
to raise a family,” he says. “My wife was dying, 
and I had three young kids, and I’m hanging out 
with the Stones.” 

He wouldn't be for much longer. It wasn’t until 
just before he was unceremoniously stripped of 
his column and his life started to disintegrate 
that Aronowitz even began to intuit that his own 
personality, brio, and writing chops were making 
him a semi-celebrity in New York City. “I'm un- 
aware of all this,” he says, still incredulous. “I’m 
unaware how big a star this column is making 
me. They call me a living legend! I walk into a 
club” — he whispers behind a cupped hand — 
“Al Aronowitz is here!” Oblivious to his own 
renown, he was happy instead to surround him- 
self with the glow of stars. “I worshipped these 
people. I recognized them as immortals, as gi- 
ants, as icons.” He was building his personality 
around others, measuring his self-worth by the 
caliber of those who kept him around. But “I 
liked that position,” he says. “It gave me some 
self-esteem. Which I was terribly lacking. It never 
occurred to me that I was worth anything.” 


ACK AT ARONOWITZ’S apartment, you’d 

hardly guess that the guy who lives here 
used to hobnob with rock-and-roll royalty. The 
place is a mess. “I never won any housekeeping 
awards. | never tried for any either,” he says un- 
apologetically. The shades are drawn; the only 


‘I hate to think that putting Bob together with the Beatles 
is the only thing I’ll ever be remembered for,’ Aronowitz 
writes, ‘but I think it certainly was the right thing to do. 

Hasn’t the whole world benefited?’ 


light comes from a single wan bulb and a blue- 
glowing old computer. He putters around this 
cramped and cluttered labyrinth of ancient filing 
cabinets, stacked to the ceiling with books and 
files and papers from decades of journalism. Tall 
shelves are crammed with vinyl albums, old reel- 
to-reels of interviews, and studio masters of the 
bands he used to manage. He’s covered them 
over with wide sheets of tattered newspaper, be- 
cause “people kept stealing my records.” Table- 
tops are covered with stuff: plastic bags, cassette 
tapes, orange prescription bottles, browning ba- 
nanas, a canister of Ovaltine, a box of matzo. A 
transistor radio sits on the bathroom floor. 
Above one of the shelves hangs a large color 
photograph of Aronowitz, a cigarette between 
his fingers, his face fringed with Brillo-pad hair 
and stretched with a wide-mouthed grin. “Yeah,” 
he says flatly, looking away. “That’s when I was 
smoking cocaine.” 

On his desk, half-obscured, is a CD of Dylan’s 
Highway 61 Revisited, the singer’s T-shirt embla- 
zoned with the same motorcycle Aronowitz 
helped him buy. Propped against a shelf on the 
floor next to his chair is a vinyl record of the 
same album. A screensaver rolls slowly across 
his monitor, orange letters on black background: 
FUCK ... SHIT ... PISS ... CORRUPTION. 

Discovering the Internet was “the thing that 
made me sane,” Aronowitz says. Becoming a 
cyber journalist offered the chance for a fresh 
start, “allowed me to make an end run around 
the blacklist,” to free himself of editors’ restric- 
tions and revisions. Aronowitz hates editors. Not 





only has nearly every one he’s ever known been 
a know-it-all, corrupt, or both, but he suspects 
one once may have cuckolded him. And they 
make him curb his word count. 

He thinks back on a conversation he had 
with Frank Sinatra in the mid ’60s, when 
Aronowitz was still with the Post. “I called him. 
He was at the Sands, getting drunk. He picked 
up the phone. Al, I got $7 million. I don’t need 
the New York Post. What do I wanna talk to you 
for? I don’t need you. I don’t trust the editors.’ 
Now I understand. I don’t trust editors either. 
They make me look like an asshole. My whole 
career! All editors are arrogant. Every editor 
thinks they can do it better than you wrote it. 
They’re all full of shit. Dummies. If they could 
write, they’d be writers.” 

Bob Dylan and the Beatles and Bobby Darin 
Was a Friend of Mine are just volumes one and 
three in Aronowitz’s self-published “Blacklisted 
Journalist” paperbacks. (Volume two was 
penned by poet/firebrand Amiri Baraka, who’s 
been friends with Aronowitz since the Beat days, 
back when he was still LeRoi Jones.) Two more 
books are forthcoming. One, Mick and Miles, re- 
members when Aronowitz introduced Jagger to 
Davis. The other, For Adults Only, features risqué 
pieces from six writers who pen guest columns 
on the “Blacklisted Journalist” Web site. Distrib- 
ution for that one might pose a problem, howev- 
er. “Some hick salesman in Indiana said it was 
pornographic. His mind is in the 18th century.” 

On Aronowitz’s computer screen are two docu- 
ments, works in progress, with just a few sen- 
tences and fragments at the top of each blank 
page. He’s got plenty more stories to tell. Sure, 
he’s no longer surrounded by A-list stars. He sits 
at home and writes, watches The Price Is Right 
and the Red Sox. (“I’m anti-Yankee. I don’t re- 
ward arrogance, and that’s all they have going 
for them.”) He goes to the movies. He really liked 
Ray. “I didn’t see any difference between the Ray 
[Charles] I knew and the Ray on the screen.” 

One wonders if he misses the people he was 
once so close to. He used to be a confidant to 
Bob Dylan; has he ever thought of making an ef- 
fort to get back in touch with the guy? 
Aronowitz just stares at me, bemused. “Why do I 
wanna?” He laughs mirthlessly. “What am | 
gonna ask him? He kicked me out!” He stares at 
me again, long and disconcertingly. “If he wants 
to be friends again, it’s fine with me.” 

If not, Aronowitz is happy to keep telling 
tales. “Some writers say, ‘I gotta challenge the 
reader!’ I don’t believe in challenging the read- 
er,” he says. “I believe in putting my arm around 
‘em and telling ’em a story.” 

Sitting in the gloaming of his tiny apartment, 
Aronowitz seems glad to have someone to tell his 
own story to. As I leave, he grabs a copy of his 
Bobby Darin book from a box full of them, and 
inscribes it with a shaky, old-man scrawl. “For a 
good LISTENER! — Al Aronowitz.” With his Web 
site and his books, the rock-writing pioneer is 
doing for himself what he once relied-on others, 
the stars he surrounded himself with, to do for 
him: ensuring he’ll be remembered. “I was col- 
lecting giants,” he says. “I was collecting immor- 
tal souls.” Then, after a long pause, “I thought 
some of their immortality might fallon me.” 


The Blacklisted Journalist is at www 
.bigmagic.com/pages/blackj. Mike Miliard can 
be reached at mmiliard@phx.com 





THE BOSTON-PHOENIX: NEWS & FEATURES, DECEMBER 3,-2004 . 27 








~ Game faces 


Fenway Lives introduces players behind 
the scenes at the Red Sox shrine 


BY TAMARA WIEDER 


HEY DON’T HAVE the multi-million-dollar 

contracts or the on-base percentages. They 

don’t speak at the post-game press confer- 
ences or sign autographs by the players’ parking 
lot. But if you’ve ever been to a Red Sox home 
game, you've witnessed the work of the hun- 
dreds of people who toil behind the scenes at 
Fenway Park. 

Now, thanks to Fenway Lives: The Team Behind 
the Team (Rounder Books), by Rounder Records 
co-founder Bill Nowlin, you'll meet them. Nowlin 
spent more than two years interviewing 200-plus 
men and women — from grounds-crew members 
to physical therapists, ushers to peanut vendors, 
camera operators to carpenters — who work in 
and around the park. 

The lifelong Red Sox fan, whose own father was 
a hot-dog vendor at Fenway for two summers in 
the 1930s, has had a busy year documenting his 
team. In addition to Fenway Lives, Nowlin’s Mr. Red 
Sox: The Johnny Pesky Story (with a foreword by 
Ted Williams) and The Fenway Project (co- 
edited by Cecilia Tan), both published by Rounder 
Books, are new to the shelves. 


Q: Where did you get the idea for this book? 

A: I had been working with two friends on an- 
other book that came out in 1999, called Fenway 
Saved. It was a book about the ballpark, and as we 
were going around thinking, what do you say 
about Fenway Park as an edifice, as a shrine, as a 
ballpark?, I kept coming across human stories, too. 
So I started asking questions, and I came up with a 
couple interviews that I thought were good ones. I 
got fascinated with the idea, and in the end, I 
ended up talking to a couple hundred people, be- 
cause I tried to figure out every single job that was 
done. We all know about the ballplayers; that part 
didn’t interest me as much for this particular story. 
And I figured people like the GM, they get a lot of 
publicity as it is, so they didn’t necessarily need 
more. But some of these other people are unsung. 


Q: You didn’t go through the Red Sox organiza- 
tion to contact most of them, right? 

A: For the most part, I didn’t. I was afraid 
they'd say no if I did. 


Q: So how did you find everybody? 

A: Mostly just walking around. People love talk- 
ing about their work. And then they would men- 
tion other people, and I would say, “Oh, do you 
know how I could reach them?” I would explain 
what I was doing, and I'd say, “Hey, think of an ob- 
scure position at Fenway Park or with the ball club 
that you think I might not know about.” And peo- 
ple would say, “Well, did you know that we have a 
staff carpenter?” or something like that. 


Q: How many people did you interview whose 
stories don’t appear in the book? 

A: Probably about 25 or so. For the most part, I 
found something of interest that most people said, 
but some of them, it was a little repetitive. You 
know, you get five ushers, and you only need four, 
because the stories start blending together a little 
bit too much. 


Q: Did anyone refuse to be interviewed? 

A: Two people. One person simply declined, 
Helen Robinson. She was the receptionist from 
1941 up until the day she died, actually, which was 
a couple years ago. She just didn’t want to. I 
thought that maybe I could eventually get her to 
do it, but it kind of fit her persona: she was a crusty 
— not at first, I suppose, but over the years became 
a crusty old lady. She’d answer the phone, “Red 
Sox!” Not, “Good afternoon, this is the Boston Red 
Sox, how may I help you?” There were always 
these stories that she knew everything that went 
on there, and knew all the stuff behind the scenes 
and whatever. I thought it would be fascinating to 
hear how many calls a day do you get, all that kind 


of stuff. And then another person, I don’t even 
know his name, but he’s called the Sausage King, 
and he sells sausages outside. When I asked him 
about doing an interview, he said, “Well, how 
much are you going to pay me?” 

When the Sausage King wouldn't do it, then I 
found the Sausage Guy. And the Sausage Guy 
was really happy to talk. He went into all kinds 
of details about the Board of Health and the in- 
spection process, how they show up unan- 
nounced and this and that. It was one of the 
more fascinating interviews. The other guy, I 
don’t know what the story was. 


Q: He must not be making enough money on the 
sausages, if he wants to get paid for an interview. 

A: Some people, actually, I think make too 
much money. It’s a cash business, and maybe they 
don’t want other people to know how much they 
really make, like the IRS, for instance. I can’t say; 
my guess is he’s just that kind of personality. 


Q: Do you have a favorite interview in the book? 
A: Well, I like the Sausage Guy, actually. He’s 
behind the left-field wall. He’s gotten hit by base- 
balls flying over the wall; that was kind of a comi- 
cal thing. Or talking about running out of mustard 

and having to flag down a taxi and send them to 
the Star Market to go buy some mustard and come 
back again, and the taxi driver’s looking at him 
like he’s an idiot. But he did it. 

Jim Parry, who sold sunglasses over there, was 
one of my favorite interviews, because he’s an an- 
thropology student by background, so he had a lot 
of observations about life outside the park. 


Q: It’s interesting that the two people you men- 
tioned first both work outside the park. 

A: I know. In a way, some of them I found very 
fascinating. I’m not sure any of them really need to 
be there, although I think some of them make 
pretty good money. All these people work very 
hard, and they’re out there in all kinds of different 
weather. Nick Jacobs I liked, the outside peanut 
vendor. I remember his father, and then his fa- 
ther’s father also sold peanuts, theoretically from 
1912, when Fenway Park first opened. I’ve seen 
some pictures that go back to at least the 1920s of 
his grandfather selling peanuts. There really are 
these traditions. I loved that, when I would find 
somebody that had three generations, or who had 
six brothers and sisters who worked there. 


Q: You talked to a number of people who’ve 
worked at Fenway for many years. What is it about 
Fenway Park and the Red Sox organization that 
keeps people there so long? 

A: I really think to some extent there’s a sense 
of family that grows up there. A number of people 
left under the new ownership here, but it’s been 
gradual. These people enjoy each other, it seems 
like. I don’t know. I mean, there is a glamour asso- 
ciated with it. A lot of these people don’t see their 
own job as all that glamorous, but other people 
come up to them [and say], “Wow, you work 
there? Do you get to hang out with Manny?” [But] 
some of these people, if they actually approached 
a player, would maybe get in a little trouble for it. 


Q: You mention that some people stay there for a 
long time because they enjoy working with each 
other. How many of them do you think also really 
enjoy baseball? 

A: Some of them are really into it. Rob Barry, 
who sells peanuts there, he got suspended during 
the 1986 World Series. He sat down to watch the 
game. He was supposed to be selling hot dogs or 
something at the time, and he got in trouble and 
actually lost his job temporarily because of that. 
But he was such a fan, he didn’t want to be selling 
hot dogs when he could be watching the Red Sox 
in the World Series. As he said, when would that 
ever happen again? And it did take from 1986 to 
2004, so he was right, in a way. 

There’s a guy named Bob Levin who’s worked 
there about 15 years or so, and he tells me he’s 
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TRACY POWELL 


BALL BOY: “When I’m not at the game, I’m usually watching it on television,” says 
Fenway Lives author Bill Nowlin. “My involvement is pretty total.” 


never watched a whole inning. He works at the 
gate. I mean, they get breaks, but he doesn’t really 
take his break, and when he does, he doesn’t really 
go up to watch the game. But he loves all the peo- 
ple there; he’s there chatting with people coming 
in. It’s surprising. 


Q: Given what you've learned in the course of re- 
searching this book, what job would you most like to 
have at Fenway? 

A: To be team historian. I think they need some 
extra help in that area, and I think they need 
somebody to really put together a true archive, 
somebody that has skills in library science, or can 
learn them, and apply cataloguing techniques to 
the material. And collect materials; I think none of 
these teams collect as much material as they 
should, just to tuck away someplace, even. And I 
enjoy nothing more than going and reading old 
microfilm about old baseball games, and finding 
the hidden stories in there. 


Q: Which job would you least like to have? 

A: I wouldn't like to have a job that kept me 
from watching the play on the field, because it 
would be too frustrating to be so close to the ac- 
tion and then not be able to see it. I've been there 
enough in recent years that I can miss an inning or 
two talking to someone in a back room without 
getting too antsy. 

[Or] a job that was physically tiring and you 
didn’t get to see much of anything that went on. I 
don’t think it would be especially a lot of fun to be 
in charge of the after-game clean-up crew. I did 
stay all night one night and watch them, but I 
didn’t have to do it. Especially on a wet, rainy 
night, with all the leftover peanuts and papers all 
soggy and heavy, and you’re working with all this 
noise of the blowers that they use to try and move 
the stuff around. It’s pretty thankless. 


Q: Do you know if any of the current Red Sox 
players have read the book? 

A: I don’t know if any of the players even know 
about the book. 


Q: It would be interesting to know how surpris- 
ing some of these jobs are to the players. Maybe even 
they’re not aware of how much goes on behind the 
scenes. 

A: Yeah, because they’re in their own world. 
They keep busy. A lot of the players are so 
sheltered that they don’t even notice some of | 
these other people. [Then] there are people 
like Johnny Pesky who [would] talk to any- 
body working there. He just stopped and had a 
word for everybody. He’s pretty amazing that 
way. A lot of these guys come from humble 
backgrounds and learned the right kind of 
family values growing up, or whatever, that 
they’re friendly and respectful of other people. 

You see these guys bat and then they strike out 


or pop up, and they take their bat and their helmet 
and their batting glove, and the bat boy is standing 
four feet away from him, and they throw it on the 
ground and make the guy go over and pick it up. 
What's going through their mind? Are they think- 
ing about their at-bat, and they’re just so disgusted 
that they do that? It used to irritate me so much. 
It’s as though “You're a slave, you pick up my stuff. 
I’m not going to go to the trouble of handing it to 
you.” How rude can you get? But I don’t think any- 
body necessarily thinks of it that way except me. 


Q: You did all these interviews before the Red Sox 
were in the World Series. Do you feel as though that 
was bad timing? Do you wish you could go back and 
talk to everyone again, now that they've won the 
World Series? 

A: No, not really. I think it’s better. I wanted the 
book to be “This is a typical day. This is what we 
do each and every day. This is our routine.” Not, 
“This is some amazing, special thing.” I wanted to 
focus on the ordinary, not the extraordinary. 


Q: How many games a year do you typically 
attend? 

A: Thirty or so. It was up to 40 this year, | 
think. But 30 or so has probably been the average. 
It’s not like 81, which is the number of home 
games, and it’s not like the players, who are sup- 
posed to get to 162 of them, if they’re lucky, if 
they’re in the major leagues the whole time. But if 
you take 30 games and multiply times 30 years or 
so, it’s about 900 games. I don’t know if I’ve hit 
1000 yet. Of course, when I’m not at the game, I’m 
usually watching it on television. My involvement 
is pretty total. 


Q: Do you work harder at Rounder when it’s not 
baseball season? 

A: Well, now we started Rounder Books this 
year, so'l’m actually working on those around the 
clock, year-round. So for me now it’s kind of a 
treat because baseball doesn’t stop. 


Q: Do you know how many Rounder artists have 
sung the National Anthem at Fenway? 

A: I know I’ve set up a few. Ellis Paul has been 
there three or four or five years in a row now. The 
Nields have been back, one or more Nields, a few 
times. Mason Daring is somebody that we work 
pretty closely with; he says [singing at Fenway] is 
still one of the greatest thrills of his life. 


Q: It must be a special thrill for you, too, combin- 
ing two of your loves. 

A: Yeah. Of course, I haven’t sung it myself be- 
cause I don’t know how to sing. ue 


Bill Nowlin appears with Johnny Pesky at Borders 
Books in Braintree, on December 11, at 2 p.m. 
Tamara Wieder can be reached at twieder@ 
phx.com. 
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Brookline Family 
Restaurant 


A Turkish restaurant that lets you pig out like it was 1979 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


ot long ago I asked readers if they 
N could forgive Buzkashi for not 

being the Helmand (a very fine 
Afghan restaurant), and accept it as a 
pleasant, less-expensive, somewhat- 
funkier alternative. Now I’m in the same 
position with Brookline Family Restau- 
rant, in Brookline Village, which is not 
quite the Istanbul Café (a superb Middle 
Eastern restaurant), but again a pleasant, 
less-expensive, and somewhat-funkier 
alternative. However, while Afghan food 
is a fusion cuisine that can be accented in 
many ways, Turkish food is one of the 
mother cuisines. Istanbul Café is a mother 
that does a lot of little things right; Brook- 
line Family Restaurant is a mother that re- 
ally pushes food across the table. Istanbul 
Café adds a lot of finesse to Middle East- 
ern food; Brookline Family Restaurant is 
no finesse, all power. 

It looks like a spiffed-up greasy spoon, 
and therein lies a tale. The space was an 
undistinguished pizza joint until pur- 
chased by the Greek-American owners of 
the Family Restaurant in Brookline’s 
Washington Square, a rather soulful Greek 
restaurant of very modest appearance. 
After a decent run, they sold it to the pres- 
ent Turkish owners. (Given the historic 
tensions between Greeks and Turks, the 
broker of this sale must be quite a diplo- 
mat.) The good news is that the food is 
livelier than ever; the only problem with 
Turkish food is that three weeks later, 
you're hungry again. 

I knew what we were in for on the first 
meal, when a special on “istim kebab” 
($11.95) came with not one but two lamb 
shanks, each wrapped in eggplant and 
topped with peppers and tomatoes, ac- 
companied by a large grilled tomato, a 
large roast potato, and a double helping 
of pilaf. This is not a diet restaurant. 

Dinner begins with a soft, sesame- 
topped flatbread, more like a challah than 
a pita. (At lunch, service is cafeteria-style, 
so you carry your own plate of bread back 
to the table.) Among the appetizers, one 
of the best things I tasted was a special on 
tripe soup ($2.50/small; $3.50/large), a 
kind of white chowder with tender bits of 
tripe and a rich flavor. I also liked the 
“lahmacun” ($3.50), pronounced and 
flavored like the Armenian lamejun, but a 
softer and spicier lamb flatbread. The 
stuffed baby eggplant ($6.45), full of 
sautéed onions and bell peppers, was 
greasy but good. 

A “Turkish pastrami pita” ($10.50) is 
flatter, more crisp, and more pizza-like 
than the same dish at Istanbul, an excel- 
lent appetizer for four or dinner for one or 
two. The basturma is a hard cured beef, 
but surprisingly good with tomato and 
cheese. On the other hand, I found the 
falafel ($5.50) and hummus ($4.75) 
filling but dull. The former are four cones 
of greenish fried-bean purée, the latter a 
full plate of sticky hummus topped with 
paprika and served with more of the 
sesame breads. 

Entrées tend to be built on aircraft car- 
riers of pilaf, almost always with tomatoes 
and/or a shepherd’s salad with cucumber 
and onions, and frequently a deadly-hot 





A REAL TURKEY: Brookline Family Restaurant might look like a spiffed-up 


BROOK GRIFFIN 


greasy spoon, but its Turkish cuisine is all power. 


broiled green chili pepper. To work 
through the kebabs, I started with the first 
Turkish food I ever ate, a 

donner-kebab sandwich ($5.95), much 
improved over the ones that were my fa- 
vorite street food in Jerusalem in 1967. In 
particular, the Family Restaurant donner 
kebab has excellent crust, the way a gyro 
is supposed to but almost never does. The 
sesame bread is also an improvement over 
pitas, and the shepherd’s salad is a superi- 
or condiment for the dish. Donner kebab 
should be made of the trimmings from a 
rotating spit of lamb built up from thin 
slices. I think this stuff was made of 
ground lamb, but it was still a delectable 
sandwich. 

Adana kebab is long strips of spiced 
ground meat; my first approach was the 
chicken adana kebab with yogurt sauce 
($11.50). This is a lot of chicken strips, 
rather too salty, served over croutons of 
the sesame bread with no pilaf, plenty of 
salad, and the deadly pepper — only 
somewhat moderated by a sauce of home- 
made garlic yogurt 

On the mixed grill ($12.50), the adana 
kebab was lamb-based, and not too salty 
at all, although the plate was dominated 
for me by three kebabs of tender lamb 
and three of excellent chicken. There was 
also a patty of kofta, yet another lamb 
sausage with a little more spice. Then 
there were mountains of pilaf and bits of 
salad, as well as shredded carrots without 
dressing, presumably so you can see your 
way to the cardiologist. 

The istim kebab is not really a kebab as 
we understand it, but a dish of stewed 
lamb shanks, nicely flavored. For a more 
explicit stew, still in the key of lamb, try 
the “okra” ($8.75), a best buy, since it also 
includes lots of lamb chunks and enough 
pilaf to feed an entire caravan. Watch out 
for that pepper, which seems to season 
whole areas of this stew. 

There are lots of good things to drink 
with this food, headed up by Turkey’s Efes 
beer ($4.50), a strong, clean pilsner. Two 
Turkish wines are listed, but it’s hard to 
make out much by the glass. Kavaklidere 
($5.95/glass; $25/bottle) is actually a 
vineyard near Ankara that produces sever- 
al different wines. This one is a white, 

somewhat like the old California Chablis 
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made with chenin blanc grapes. Okuz- 
gozu ($5.95/$25) is a red-grape variety, 
grown in eastern Turkey, but this one is 
just smooth, hot, and simple, like a hot 
climate merlot. You’re probably better off 
with good old Black Opal shiraz 
($5.25/$22). 

Turkish tea ($1.25) is served in a glass, 


and tastes like over-brewed Ceylon, a little 


bitter. Turkish coffee ($1.50) is thick stuff. 
When you sip off the essence, you can 
whirl the grounds around and tip the cup 
upside down. After a few minutes, you 
can read your future in the patterns of the 
grounds. Ice water is available but not al- 
ways refilled often enough. 

Desserts are rather a strength. Kunefe 
($3.95) was actually better than I remem- 
ber it at that other Turkish restaurant. 
This one is a hot, round flat cake of hon- 
eyed shreds with a thin filling of light 
cheese, almost as light as custard. 
Kazandibi ($3.50), overly sweet at the 
other place, is here an exercise in caramel 
flavor, on a basis of sweet pudding al- 
legedly made from noodles. Rice pudding 
($2.50) is simple, rich, and dusted with 
cinnamon. A baklava “in a different 
shape” ($2.50) is a sweet but delectable 
pastry with more pistachio filling than we 
usually see. 

The imposition of nicer fixtures on the 
shell of an old pizza shop makes the Fami- 
ly Restaurant into something like an old- 
fashioned Cambridge ethnic restaurant. 
The best of the décor includes richly 
woven tablecloths under glass and cloth- 
ing and napery hung on the walls. Our 
servers were generally just fine, and the 
atmosphere is of Brookline people who 
are playing it fairly cool that they’ve wan- 
dered into an exotic restaurant and are 
able to pig out like it was 1979. 

a 

Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 
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~Dining guide 


The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy restaurants, some 
Boston Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from our 
full-length reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, 
credit-card policy, and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


CHECK OUT OUR ARCHIVE OF RESTAURANT REVIEWS AT www.thephoenix.com 








ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 

BUK KYUNG Il, 151 Brighton Ave., All 
ston, (617) 254-2775. $8-$22.95 (lunch, 
$12.95-$15.95). Very cool dinner spot for 
young Korean-Americans where they get a 
style of noodles so long they’re served with 
kitchen scissors, either in big bowls of soup 
or with a unique black-bean-onion sauce 
and lots of fresh seafood. You also want the 
seafood scallion pancake, some permuta- 
tion of the homemade dumplings, and 
probably one of the spicy-sweet-sour dish- 
es of deep-fried morsels. The menu lists 
more familiar Korean food like bibimbab 
and bulgogi, but hardly any Japanese food 
The difference really is freshness and 


speed 


plant with pork, or a two-pound lobster 
with ginger and scallion. Is this a great 
country or what? Early evening is like a 
nightclub with Chinese food; later on the 
DJs get started, and it’s party and food 
until 2 a.m. Dress layered, so if you get 
food on the outer layers, you can peel and 
dance 

PHO QUE HUONG, 122-126 Harvard 
Ave., Allston, (617) 254-9690. $6-$12 
Vietnamese and Chinese, with some prom- 
ising fusions, Pho Que Huong is one of the 
nicest, cheapest Asian restaurants in a 
neighborhood full of just those. Hungry 
parties may want to order an extra dish or 
two, especially of the fresh spring rolls, 
beef with lemongrass, or the seafood med- 
ley with vegetables. And keep an eye on 
the live seafood tanks 


South African wines have been growing in popularity for several 
years now, and 33 Restaurant & Lounge (33 Stanhope Street, 
Boston) wants you to learn why. On December 8, from 5 to 

7 p.m., the restaurant hosts the latest installment in its “Hot Off 


the Vine” series with a celebration of South African wines, 
paired with African dishes prepared by executive chef Anthony 
Dawodu. Vin Zelinsky Exports sponsors the event, which is host- 
ed by Christian Vassilev. The cost is $20; call (617) 572-3311 


for reservations and information. 


CAFE BELO, 181 Brighton Ave. (Brooks 
Plaza), Boston, (617) 783-4858. $4.99/Ib. 
Cafeterias are popular in Brazil, and so are 
spit-roasted churrascaria meats. This big, 
plain room has both: a buffet table of 
meat-’n’-taro Brazilian faves, and a guy slic- 
ing fresh roast pork and linguica onto your 
plate. It’s all $4.50 per pound. Nothing 
fancy, but the Brazilian expats and Allston 
college kids here are getting the best deal 
in the hemisphere 

CAMINO REAL, 48 Harvard Ave., All- 
ston, (617) 254-5088. $7-$19. Don’t let its 
location on the map confuse you: Colom- 
bian food is mountain food, not spicy stuff 
It’s mostly meat-and-potatoes, and most 
gringos love it at first bite. At Camino Real, 
don’t miss the soups, the tostones (plantain 
chips), the empanadas, the chicken a la 
criolla, or the “rice with shrimp.” And bring 
a serious appetite 

DEVLIN’S BISTRO, 322 Washington St., 
Brighton, (617) 779-8822. $19-$29 
(lunch, $6-$9). You walk into the nicest 
and most upscale Irish pub ever, but the 
food is modern bistro food, some of it 
basic, some very good, and a few things 
more complicated than they ought to be 
Our critic raved about the horseradish 
sauce on the smoked trout salad, the 
seared scallop appetizer, the pacific halibut 
entrée, and the baked Alaska. He also liked 
the spicy Cuban sandwich and the shep- 
herd’s pie for lunch. The people are even 
less pretentious than the comfortable food 
GRASSHOPPER, 1 North Beacon St., All- 
ston, (617) 254-8883. $7-$10. Vegan din- 
ing reaches new heights of elegance and 
excellence in this Chinese-Vietnamese 
restaurant entirely without meat stock, fish 
sauce, oyster sauce, or shrimp paste. Don’t 
miss vegi-“beef” with Chinese broccoli, the 
vegetarian dumplings, spicy curry lemon- 
grass anything, or the “house nest” of fresh 
fried taro with five kinds of fake meat and 
just as many real vegetables. 

JASMINE BISTRO, 412 Market St., 
Brighton, (617) 789-4676. $12-$24. A lit- 
tle Brighton storefront re-creates the high 
Continental cuisine of an earlier era in 
charming surroundings; the globetrotting 
chef’s résumé includes stints in Paris and at 
Café Budapest, and his tablecloths were 
made by hand in Baluchistan. The menu 
rotates creamy, rich classics (stroganoff, 
tournedos rossini) with more spare 
Mediterraneana. Nicely priced wine list 
Tons of personal attention from the wait- 
ers, who are his sons 

KAPOW, 1032 Comm Ave, Brighton, 
(617) 738-7200. $4-$10. Fun fusion of 
Asian and Caribbean ideas, with enough 
burgers and Italian food for anybody. The 
accent, in a student neighborhood, is on 
youth, so it’s loud and casual, while the 
food is post-pan-Asian in a Pho République 
kind of way. Catch the sushi, Korean short 
ribs, roast duck, and bread pudding. If 
that’s your perfect meal, this is your perfect 
restaurant 

THE KELLS, 161 Brighton Ave., Allston 
(617) 782-9082. $8-$24. The ultimate so- 
lution to the problem of Irish food in our 
many Irish pubs: the Kells has gone all- 
Asian. They've hired a chef from the Gold 
en Temple, and now you can have a draft 
Guinness with spareribs, Szechuan egg- 





SOHO, 386 Market St., Brighton, (617) 
562-6000. $7-$19.95. Big, modern dating 
bar/nightclub with the heart and kitchen 
of a modern Irish pub. Our picks are 
seafood — jumbo crab cakes and seared 
sea scallops — and save room for excellent 
desserts, such as millionaire shortcake and 
the terrine of sorbets. Beef is overcooked; 
beans are undercooked; salads are expen- 
sive; desserts are inexpensive. Dress casual 
but no hats, torn jeans, crummy sandals, 
and so on 


BACK BAY 

BOMBOA, 35 Stanhope St., Boston, (617) 
236-6363. $18-$26. Stylish, clubby room 
with zebra-striped upholstery, a kick-ass 
fish tank, great rum drinks, and the only 
menu in Boston to fuse French and Brazil- 
ian food. Some of the dishes are playful 
and delicious, like the ceviche appetizer; 
others miss the mark a bit. The experimen- 
tation is great if you've got the budget for 
it 

CLIO, 370A Comm Ave (Eliot Hotel), 
Boston, (617) 536-7200. $30-$39. Chef 
Ken Oringer is at the top of his game, with 
a cuisine of focused flavors and sculptural 
precision: foie gras, intense seared hanger 
steak, scallops on a pedestal of salt. Maybe 
the best meal in the city right now. The dis- 
tinguished, leopard-carpeted dining room 
couldn’t be more different from the Eliot 
Lounge, which used to occupy this space. 
GYUHAMA, 827 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 437-0188. $11-$20. Vies with Ginza 
for the title of best sushi in the city. The ta- 
bles, the sushi bar, and the traditional 
screened-off rooms in the back fill up 
nightly with earnest sushi fans. 
KASHMIR, 279 Newbury St., Boston, 
(617) 536-1695. $13-$23 (lunch, $9-$12) 
An Indian restaurant as beautifully deco- 
rated and designed as the fancy Thai 
restaurants. Plenty of wham in the food, 
too, from the samosas and humble vegetar- 
ian curries up to the tandoori rack of lamb, 
presented with the chops impaled on 
swords. As the name suggests, the 
strengths are tandoori (don’t miss the nan) 
and creamy sauces with real cilantro. 
SAFFRON, 279A Newbury St., (617) 536- 
9766. $15-$25. The first contemporary In- 
dian restaurant in Boston has some impres- 
sive moments, especially among the appe- 
tizers, where Indian flavors weave in and 
out of trendy nouvelle presentations to cre- 
ate something totally different and amaz- 
ing. The “potato and duck bernasi,” for in- 
stance, is a two-layer soup involving 
liquefied duck. Entrées are a little flatter, 
but the menu of traditional Indian dishes is 
special, if a tad pricey. Stylishly decorated. 
International crowd 

SONSIE, 327 Newbury St., Boston, (617) 
351-2500. $9-$30. Wear your Newbury 
Street clothes, whatever those might be, to 
a fun, see-and-be-seen restaurant. Appetiz- 
ers are often among the best things on the 
eclectic menu. Excellent bartenders who 
know how to mix a drink. Superior Sunday 
brunch and weekday early-morning break- 
fast crowd 

TAPEO, 266 Newbury St., Boston (617) 
267-4799. $4-$24. Evocative Spanish 
décor in this crowded and loud tapas 
bar—cum-dining room. Tapas and a terrific 


list of Spanish wines and sherries are the 
key, although you shouldn’t miss the 
zarzuela (seafood soup), or the orange- 
flavored flan 

WISTERIA HOUSE, 264 Newbury St., 
Boston, (617) 536-8866. $7-$16. Appar- 
ently a modest Chinese-American room 
(plus sidewalk tables) along Newbury 
Street, Wisteria House has a secret life as a 
taste of home for Taiwanese students and 
immigrants. For a taste of Taiwan, don't 
miss the pipa tofu (fried clouds flavored 
with shrimp), clams, or squid triple de- 
lights with basil, or stewed pig’s ear — ge- 
latinous but delicious, no kidding. 


BEACON HILL 

BEACON HILL BISTRO, 25 Charles St., 
Boston, (617) 723-1133. $16-$23. A real 
bistro look and feel, but food good enough 
for a full-tilt restaurant, especially the 
gnocchi with cépes and braised vegetables, 
and the confit of chicken, and we'd steer 
you to the blackberry tart. Our look at the 
other customers suggests the upscale Yan- 
kee neighborhood more than the hotel 
guests. With Torch across the street, Bea- 
con Hill again has a dining-out scene. 
THE FEDERALIST, 15 Beacon St. (XV 
Beacon Hotel), Boston, (617) 670-2515 
$27-$44. The Federalist has one of the 
most expensive menus in town, and 
justifies that with small, perfect, intensely 
flavored dishes. Seafood and a chocolate 
banana pudding most impressed us. De- 
spite the jumbled decor of browns and 
black with a little red, the food demands 
that you dress like a Federalist, not a San- 
dinista. 

FIGS, 42 Charles St., Boston, (617) 742- 
3447. $10-$18. Small, busy branch of Todd 
English’s gourmet-pizza mini-chain. See 
listing under Charlestown. 

LALA ROKH, 97 Mount Vernon St., 
Boston, (617) 720-5511. $14-$19. Exotic, 
authentic, romantic, and beautiful, Lala 
Rokh fulfills, surpasses, and deconstructs 
our fantasies of ancient Persia all at once. 
Absolutely don’t miss the eggplant appetiz- 
er and pilaf entrées. Many unique garnish- 
es and subtle flavors do justice to a rare 
and classic cuisine 

NO. 9 PARK, 9 Park St., Boston, (617) 
742-9991. $25-$42 (lunch, $15-22). Chef 
Barbara Lynch grew up in Southie but 
cooks like a New Yorker. This spare, stylish 
bistro on the Common showcases her effu- 
sive approach to foresty Continental ingre- 
dients like chestnuts, fresh pasta, and foie 
gras 

SCOLLAY SQUARE, 21 Beacon St., 
Boston, (617) 742-4900. $16-$28. Being in 
the shadow of the State House, Scollay 
Square does a good job with big meat and 
has several kinds of potatoes — the “lob- 
ster mashed potatoes” being an excellent 
innovation. But they also do a fine job with 
fish and shellfish, and the wines are clever- 
ly selected and served in oversize glasses 
The theme about the old Boston burlesque 
(and worse) district may be overdone, es- 
pecially as the location is several blocks 
from the long-since-eradicated Scollay 
Square 

TORCH, 26 Charles St., Boston, (617) 
723-5939. $16-$25. Shiny and a little af- 
fected, but really good food carries the day. 
The early crowd walks in from Beacon Hill, 
dressed in the look that launched a thou- 
sand catalogues, and then the food makes 
them happy and talkative and loud. You, 
too 


CHARLESTOWN 

FIGS, 67 Main St., Charlestown, (617) 
242-2229. $10-$18. From the people who 
brought you Olives, an extraordinary pizza 
parlor. Outstanding thin-crust pizzas lav- 
ishly topped with fresh ingredients. Try the 
bianco (topped with fresh arugula and 
tomatoes). The tiramisu may be the best in 
town 

OLIVES, 10 City Square, Charlestown, 
(617) 242-1999. $20-$30. Fairly expen- 
sive, and expect a long wait unless you're a 
celebrity. But worth every cent and minute. 
The pan-Mediterranean cuisine here is 
served with a shot of pure genius, making 
it one of Boston's best (and most sophisti- 
cated) eateries. The dishes — from the 
classic Olives tart to the “falling chocolate 
cake” — are so inspired it’s hard to believe 
they’re not classics. Reservations accepted 


CHINATOWN 
BIG FISH SEAFOOD, 18-20 Tyler St., 
Boston, (617) 423-3288. $5-$16. The lat- 


| est winner in Chinatown’s race to live-tank 


seafood, Big Fish gets clear, bright flavors 
from shell-on shrimp, whole steamed sea 
scallops, clams (or eel) in black bean 
sauce, lobster with ginger and scallion, 
spicy salted squid (or soft-shell crab), 
sautéed pea tendrils (or watercress). Find a 
sympathetic waiter and go deeper into the 
all-Chinese menu of cold appetizers and 
stir-fried eel 

BUDDHA’S DELIGHT, 5 Beach St. (sec- 
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ond floor), Boston, (617) 451-2395. $4-$8 
Chinese and Vietnamese Buddhist-temple 
cuisine, strictly vegan (except for con- 
densed milk in some drinks) imitations of 
your favorite shrimp and pork dishes. I’ve 
seen better visual work in this tradition, 
but it didn’t taste as good as the best here 
spring rolls, summer rolls, nam vang noo- 
dle soup, hot-and-sour soup, moo shi, Lake 
Tung-ting “shrimp,” and anything spicy or 
with lemongrass. Good coffee 

JUMBO SEAFOOD, 7 Hudson St., 
Boston, (617) 542-2823. $8-$13. I've been 
eating in Chinatown and taking notes 
about it for about 25 years. Jumbo Seafood 
is one of the best places I've ever eaten 
there, which means it is one of the best 
places I have ever eaten. Even the rice is 
unusually good, but don't miss pea-pod 
stems and other green vegetables, live-tank 
steamed seafood, or Hong Kong-style dish: 
es like calamari with spicy salt. 

PEARL VILLA, 25-27 Tyler St., Boston, 
(617) 338-8770. $5-$20. Superb South 
Chinese and Malaysian food are the attrac- 
tions in this small but serious restaurant. 
Don’t miss the Malaea Lobak (“spring-roll 
platter” is a pale description), live-tank lob- 
ster and seafood, beautiful vegetables, and 
something fried. Hot pepper is mostly in 
the red sauce on the side. Refreshing fruit 
smoothies and cold soups for dessert 
PENANG, 685-681 Washington St., 
Boston, (617) 451-6373. $5-$17. If you've 
been hesitating about Malaysian food, hes- 
itate no more. Penang is as much fun as the 
old Trader Vic’s, and has much more inter- 
esting food. The sharpest flavors are in the 
roti canai appetizer, as well as familiar 
morsels like the Penang popia and chicken 
satay. Lively entrées are the yam pots (fea- 
turing delicious mashed taro root), the 
“house special” squid or lobster or crabs 
with a complex sauce, and the fragrant 
beef rendang. 

TAIWAN CAFE, 34 Oxford St., Boston, 
(617) 426-8181. $5-$19. This Chinatown 
jewel features home-style cooking you 
don’t usually see on the English-language 
menu, and doesn’t make any of the familiar 
tourist dishes. It’s quite friendly to non- 
Asian customers who know and appreciate 
the food. Get to know the sautéed eggplant 


with basil, or some of the best steamed 
flounder and sautéed snow-pea tendrils 
ever. 


DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 
AQUA/THE BLACK RHINO, 120 Water 
St./21B Broad St., Boston, (617) 720- 
4900/(617) 263-0101. $6-$16. Two bar- 
restaurants that connect, offering a variety 
of eating and drinking situations. In any of 
them, you'll do well with fried seafood, 
“seared” mussels, Angus burgers, or the 
above permuted into entrées with good 
baked basmati rice. Prices are rather good 
for downtown. The weeknight crowd 
comes from work, dressed accordingly. 
THE BARKING CRAB, 88 Sleeper St. 
(Northern Ave. Bridge), Boston, (617) 
426-CRAB. $8-$24. A hearty clam shack — 
actually a lobster tent gone year-round 
with a crab name. Warm informality blends 
simple seafood entrées and the odd yuppie 
treat into things like the “crab burger.” The 
fun is eating like this with a full view of the 
downtown skyscrapers. Hearty desserts 
and local microbrews as well. Familiar, yet 
new. 

THE GOOD LIFE, 28 Kingston St 
(Downtown Crossing), Boston, (617) 451- 
2622. $7-$9. A Runyonesque joint that 
combines a neighborhood feel with down- 
town flavor. The food is basic — burgers, 
Buffalo wings, steak — and the bar harks 
back to a day when men were men and 
martinis were all eight ounces. 

JER-NE, 12 Avery St. (Ritz-Carlton Boston 
Common), Boston, (617) 574-7176. $25- 
$36. Not your grandfather’s Ritz, not with 
ultra-modern and experimental Pacific Rim 
food in a posh but soulless room. Maybe 
they'll reopen the old Ritz dining room, 
with its antique menu, and give diners the 
clearest choice of food versus atmosphere 
ever? On the opening menu of this restau- 
rant, you should go for the multi-flavored 
appetizers like the daily bento box or the 
cakewalk sampler, skip entrées (unless you 
must have the steamed lobster with aro- 
matic rice), splurge on a bottle of pricey 
but highly flavored wine, and linger over 
desserts such as the Macadamia nut 
financiere (a poached pear with an all-star 
crust) or anything creamy 


LOCKE-OBER, 3 Winter Place, Boston, 
(617) 542-1340. $25-$48. Boston’s grand 
19th-century dining room, preserved for a 
century by Yankee stubbornness (thrift had 
nothing to do with it), and now restored to 
ancient glory by Lydia Shire, as though to 
test whether it can be extremely hip to be 
extremely square. The best food may be 
the occasional innovation, like scallop 
tournedos with pea tendrils, though most 
will want the classics: lobster Savannah, 
anchovies Winter Place, calves liver and 
onions, steak tartar, oysters Gino, sweet- 
breads Eugenie under glass, and — alas — 
Indian pudding. Dress well and carry a big 
credit card. 

MARGO BISTRO, 185 State St. (Harbor- 
side Inn), Boston, (617) 670-2033. $15- 
$21. This little restaurant in a little hotel 
takes all the conservative necessities of a 
hotel dining room and turns them into very 
satisfying cuisine — not experimental but 
very successful and balanced, reviving 
some nice old flavors like puff pastry under 
the apple tart. Don’t miss the beet and or- 
ange salad, a wood-grilled lobster that ac- 
tually tastes good, and the Margo choco- 
late cake with pistachio ice cream 

NEWS CAFE, 150 Kneeland St., Boston, 
(617) 426-NEWS. $12-$22. This place par- 
ties way into the wee hours, and the food 
can be quite good when the kitchen isn't 
overstressed. When it fills up, the overlong 
menu tends to break up like a under- 
charged cell phone. Our reviewer had a 
near-perfect but somewhat unusual dinner 
of sashimi, a western omelet, and choco- 
late mousse. On a more crowded evening, 
the duck breast salad was the sole survivor 
of a table full of food. 

RADIUS, 8 High St., Boston, (617) 426- 
1234. $32-$43. When hot chef Michael 
Schlow teamed up with hot manager Chris 
Myers, the partnership was news in itself. It 
took them a while to get their new place 
open, but from day one Radius has been 
the downtown It Restaurant, with a high- 
powered clientele and prices to match. 
Schlow’s food is sort of New York French: 
small, precise, and creative. The semicircu- 
lar room is a bit underdecorated, and the 
waiters all wear odd Mao jackets, but the 
capitalist buzz is palpable 


aA licestinnnecescessnemnemnenteniuniniaiiatiil 


fur € 0,56) Beh 


Lites 
ELT AGE 





NICK DISTASO 


He’Brew’s Miraculous Jewbelation 


The power of eight 


Whether you celebrate Hanukka or Chanukah, when you light the menorah this year, leave 
the Manischewitz on the shelf. Because He’Brew, the self-proclaimed “Best Jewish Beer in 
America” (a/k/a “The Chosen Beer”), is simultaneously celebrating its eighth anniversary 
and the eight crazy nights of the Festival of Lights with its new Miraculous Jewbelation, an 
experimental beer steeped in numerological mysticism. 
“Eight is a miraculous number in Jewish life,” the folks at San Francisco’s Shmaltz 

Brewery explain. “Chanukah, Passover, and Sukkot span eight days. Eight humans sur- 
vived the deluge on Noah’s ark. A bris comes on day eight.... Seinfeld ran eight years. 
Dylan has eight Grammys; Babs, eight Golden Globes. Freud, the eldest of eight children, 
took eight years to complete his medical degree. Mel Brooks stole a cap gun from Wool- 
worth’s at age eight. Winona Ryder had eight prescription medications in her purse when 


arrested for shoplifting.” 


So it is that this limited-release artisanal brew uses eight varieties of malt (from barley, 
wheat, and oatmeal) and a blend of eight types of hops that’s added eight different times 
over the course of the brewing process. It all equals a deep, ruby-black beer, wafting an 
entrancing aroma of nonpareils, anise, and allspice. Rich and smooth, almost chewy, it 
smacks of sweet coffee, chocolate, and cola, with a finish tasting faintly like licorice. It’s a 
big, sweet, warming dark ale that will have you spinning like a dreidel at (of course) eight 


percent ABV. 


So, /’chaim. And take it from this one: goyim enjoy it, too. 
He’Brew's Miraculous Jewbelation is available for $5 for a 22-ounce bottle at Kappy’s, 
Blanchard's, and other area package stores. 


— Mike Miliard 
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Cancun 


Express 


Location isn’t 
everything 


Wedged between 
discount fabric 
stores and lunch- 
eonette-style sand- 
wich shops on the 
outskirts of Down- 
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town Crossing, Cancun Express is hardly the type of place one might expect to find a 
good, authentic Mexican meal. However, if you look past the location, the formica table- 
tops (boasting hot sauces and Italian dressing, of all things), and the kitschy décor, you'll 
be pleasantly surprised by the menu. 
The kitchen and order counter are at the front of the small restaurant. The menu, which 
offers a host of made-to-order Mexican standards and specialties, is on a board running the 
length of the wall above the counter. Everything in this hidden gem is made fresh — from 
the tortilla chips used for the heaping platters of nachos with cheese ($5.25), chicken 
($5.50), or ground beef ($5.50) to the zesty pico de gallo. 
For salad-inclined lunchers, Cancun Express offers a variety of taco salads served in a 
crisp tortilla shell: chicken ($6), ground beef ($6), steak ($7), or vegetarian ($5). With let- 
tuce, cheese, pico de gallo, guacamole, and choice of topping, the salads can almost make 
you forget that’s what you're eating. 
Tacos are available with three different shells — soft corn or flour tortillas, or crispy corn 
(think Old El Paso) shells with lettuce, cheese, and salsa. You can also select meat ($1.75), 
beans and cheese ($1.25), and fajita meat ($2.25). The bean-and-cheese taco features a 
delicious combination of slow-simmered black beans (not the refried pintos of some restau- 
rants) and tangy Mexican cheese. 
Freshly made quesadillas include your choice of filling between two flour tortillas oozing 
with cheese, peppers, mushrooms, and onions, topped with cool guacamole, spicy salsa, and 
sour cream ($5-$6.50). The enchilada plate ($8) offers three corn tortillas wrapped around 
grilled chicken, steak, or ground beef and topped with a red or green enchilada sauce (go 
green). It’s served with a heaping mound of black beans crowned with Mexican cheese and a 
large portion of slow-cooked, zingy red Spanish rice with peppers and onions. 
Cancun Express, located at 86 Bedford Street, in Boston, is open Monday through Friday, 
from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call (617) 482-8899. 


RUSTIC KITCHEN, 200 Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, Boston, (617) 523-6334. $9- 
$24. No longer associated with Todd Eng 
lish, Rustic Kitchen is now more focused on 
fine Northern Italian food, a little less ex- 
pensive, and generally somewhat better. In 
particular, the veal agnolotti, the seafood 


specials, and the cannoli or gingerbread for | 


dessert are knockouts. It’s still Quincy Mar- 
ket, so it’s still crowded and drafty and 
loud, and the walls are glass — so dress 
nicely. 

THE SULTAN’S KITCHEN, 72 Broad St., 
Boston, (617) 728-2828. $6-$9. One of 
only a few Turkish restaurants in the city, 
and the longest-lived, Ozcan Ozan’s 


of the day” could make a dinner in itself 
Excellent fried things. The barstools are 
topped with tractor seats 

SOPHIA’S, 1270 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 351-7001. $15-$20. A big room with 
drinks and entertainment serving Spanish- 
style tapas from early evening. Since no 


one in urban Spain dines until almost mid- | 


night, we aren't too surprised that the place 
is pretty empty until about nine, and we 


| aren't too proud to sneak in for baked avo- 


lunchtime joint still feels fresh and novel | 
| and certainly the prettiest restaurant in un- 


after almost two decades in business. The 
atmosphere isn’t much — a take-out count- 
er and some upstairs tables — but the 
skewered meats are electric, and the baba 
ghanoush is the best we've had in ages. 
Turkish soda and ayran (yogurt drink) are 
available for the full-immersion experi- 
ence. 

VINALIA, 101 Arch St., Boston, (617) 
737-1777. $9-$34 (lunch, $8-$18). “Vina- 
lia” means wine festival, and is intended to 
clone some of the excellences of the Boston 
Harbor Hotel wine festivals and the Mer- 


itage restaurant there. Since Meritage is a | 
| don’t miss the smoke-enriched collards and | 


Nadeau favorite, he favors all copies, in- 
cluding this somewhat simplified and 





cado and shrimp in garlic sauce. 


JAMAICA PLAIN/ROSLINDALE 


| BUKHARA, 701 Centre St., Jamaica Plain, 


(617) 522-2195. $10-$20. One of the bet- 
ter Indian restaurants south of the Charles, 


derserved Jamaica Plain, Bukhara delights 
the neighborhood with excellent tandoori 
breads and meats, a nicely balanced chick- 
en tikka masala, and a new menu of South- 
ern Indian treats — especially Bombay po- 
tatoes and the handsome dosas. 

JAKE’S BOSS BBQ, 3492 Washington 
St., Jamaica Plain, (617) 983-3701. $5- 
$15. Veteran pitmaster Kenton Jacobs 
brings Texas smoked barbecue back to the 
inner city, in a handy location next to 
Doyle’s. Beef brisket and chopped (pork) 
barbecue best show off the smoker, and 


| cowboy beans. 


cheaper version, especially the wine-pair- | 
ing menus, the fried clams, the seared scal- | 
| mali restaurant is basic but surprisingly 

| good and sometimes familiar: Somali | 


lops and wood-grilled pork loin, and the 
pumpkin cake. There are about 50 wines 
by the glass, including dessert wines and 
spirits. A Financial District crowd uses the 
bar, so dress to walk right by and eat. 

LES ZYGOMATES, 129 South St., 
Boston, (617) 542-5108. $13-$24. This 
bistro with a genuinely French feel has a 
wine-bar angle (the list of 40-odd wines 
changes weekly), a jazz angle (nightly live 
music in one room), and a shamelessly 
Gallic angle. The menu favors purism over 
culinary excitement, but the place has a 
buzz about it nonetheless. 


THE FENWAY 

EL PELON, 92 Peterborough St., Boston, 
(617) 262-9090. $2-$6. A tiny taqueria in 
the West Fenway channels the cheap-’n’- 
fun spirit of West Coast burrito shops, but 
fuels it with the inventive energy of a chef 
who's worked in some of the city’s high- 
end bistro kitchens. It’s hard to go wrong 
here, and at $3 to $5 an item, you might as 
well try it all. Don’t miss this. 

LINWOOD GRILL & BARBECUE, 81 
Kilmarnock St., Boston, (617) 247-8099 


$8-$17. Good barbecue and really good | 
| over a salad, an amusing box of Chinese 
potstickers, seared rare tuna steak, a gener- | 
| ous cheeseburger with the most flavorful 


Caribbean-accented specials at this funky 


New Southern joint annexed to a stalwart | 


dive bar. Spoon-soft lamb “riblets” come 
with sweet-spicy chutney; the “smoked fish 


SOMALIA, 207 Green St., Jamaica Plain, 
(617) 522-5902. $7-$9. Boston's first So- 


spaghetti is a relic of colonial rule and 


| comes with a fresh tomato-meat sauce any 


American kid will tuck right into. Our pick | 
is the chicken sugar, an aromatic stew | 
served with flatbreads or wonderful bas- 


| mati rice, salad, deadly green hot sauce, 





and a banana. Basic meat-and-starch 
meals, sometimes without a lot of English, 
but clean and filling. i 

WONDER SPICE CAFE, 697 Centre St., 
Jamaica Plain, (617) 522-0200. $8-$12. 


| Although the food is Cambodian, Thai, 


Japanese, and a little Korean, you want the 
Cambodian dishes like saiko aing koeung 
(beef saté), sa-ngao mouen (clear spicy 
soup), loc lac (beef stir fry), or mango 
curry de legumes. 


KENMORE/BU 

AUDUBON CIRCLE, 838 Beacon St., 
Boston, (617) 421-1910. $7-$13. The sec- 
ond baby from the team behind Cam- 
bridge’s Miracle of Science is a sleek, no- 
nonsense, wood-paneled room that pro- 
duces some of the best grilled food you can 
get in a bar: moist chicken slices tossed 


home fries for miles. 


— Laryn Ivy 
BOSTON BEER WORKS, 61 Brookline 
Ave., Boston, (617) 536-2337. $7-$17 


(lunch, $5-$10). One of the city’s first 
brewpubs, this lofty, neo-industrial space 
across from Fenway Park offers a large and 
changing selection of beers, from cask-con- 
ditioned ales to fruit novelties. Since our 
review, the menu has been spruced up to 
include eclectic Americana like mako-shark 
skewers. 

ELEPHANT WALK, 900 Beacon St 
(Audubon Circle), Boston, (617) 247- 
1500. $6-$23. Just a great restaurant, 


| doing everything well. The Cambodian 





food, like somlah machou and amok de 
fruits de mer, is a whole level up from any 
other Southeast Asian restaurant in the 
area. The French food is no longer just for 
cowards — it’s first-class nouvelle cuisine, 
with gloriously beautiful and delicious 
desserts. 

IL BICO, 468 Comm Ave, Boston, (617) 
375-0802. $10-$19 (lunch, $6-$9). Dine 
just below street level on Umbrian and Tus- 
can delights, especially al dente pastas, or 
go down another flight of stairs to the “bi- 
coteca” for a glass of wine and a bico, or 


CARMEN, 33 North Square, Boston, 
(617) 742-6421. $14-$23. A tiny bistro 
wine bar/tapas bar that has to pass as a 
Venetian trattoria in the North End. Among 
many small plates and appetizers, the mar- 
inated mushrooms and grilled squid stand 
out. All of our entrées showed a sure hand 
with seasoning and basic flavors, perhaps 
most evident with duck breast and seared 
scallops. No desserts, but only a few steps 
to an espresso bar or Mike's Pastry. 
DOLCE VITA, 221 Hanover St., Boston 
(617) 720-0422. $12-$29. Wonderful at- 
mosphere promoted by owner Franco 
Graceffa, a hearty shoulder-grabber who 
gets involved all over the dining room. The 
food has been uneven, but we endorse the 
rolled eggplant appetizer, shrimp “pesto” 
on fettuccini, the cheap cappuccino, and 
excellent gelati. More desserts than most 
Italian restaurants — hence the name - 
and the cakes, cannoli, and éclairs are 
rather good 

PREZZA, 24 Fleet St., Boston, (617) 227- 
1577. $19-$26. A North End newcomer 
with something unusual: buzz. Prezza at- 
tracts a well-dressed downtown crowd 
with its sleek bistro feel, 500-bottle wine 
list, and Anthony Caturano’s trans-Mediter- 
ranean take on Italian food. Sculptural 
desserts — and they're big, like public 
sculpture 

SAGE, 69 Prince St., Boston, (617) 248 
8814. $16-$28. A treasure trove of fine 
food in a small, understated room. Along 
with the herb after which the restaurant is 
named, chef Tony Susi is partial to local in- 
gredients and novel combinations: New 
England shellfish stew in lemongrass 
broth, oven-roasted sausage with braised 
cabbage and soft polenta 
TARANTA, 210 Hanover St., 


Boston 


(617) 720-0052. $15-$33. Two crowded 
floors dedicated to the cuisines below the 
meridione” across Naples and Sardinia 


The chef 
and peasant memories into something en 
tirely personal. Go with it, and order the 
medieval combinations of sweet and sour, 
seafood and meat but don’t skip the 
Easter cheesecake for dessert. (No lunch in 
wintertime.) 


SOUTH END 

ADDIS RED SEA, 544 Tremont St 

Boston, (617) 426-8727. $6-$15. Perhaps 
Boston’s most exotic dining experience 

and certainly one of its most rewarding 
Spicy Ethiopian stews arrive on huge sour 
dough pancakes as patrons sit on stools 
around woven tables. Be sure to start with 
a warm dip and the cottage cheese with 
red-pepper powder. Eating without silver 
ware turns out to be easier than you think 

AQUITAINE, 569 Tremont St., Boston 
(617) 424-8577. $19-$29. Seth Woods 
build on the success of Metropolis Café 
with this all-French bistro that reminds us 
how good foie gras and truffles can be 
Hanger steak and fries are so deeply 
flavored with truffle demiglace they seem 
almost cheap at $22; same for the duck 

and-foie-gras ravioli (served only on Mon- 
days). You'll barely recognize the old space 
of Botolph’s on Tremont, now sleek and 
dark and woody; the crowd is huge and so 
is the somewhat pricey wine list. Also try 
the suburban outpost, Aquitaine Bis, in 
Chestnut Hill. 

BETTY’S WOK AND NOODLE DINER, 
250 Huntington Ave. (Symphony), Boston, 
(617) 424-1950. $8-$17. Postmodern per- 
mutations of Pan-Asian panoply! Cuban 
coffee caffeinates crowd! Retro rice bar re- 
ally ... doesn’t all fit together. But it’s lively, 


combines high-cuisine elegance 


| and you can eat pretty well if you like 
| spicy, and if you make sure to get the “cool 


cukes and weed,” the “curried rodeo rings,” 
and no more than three choices off the veg- 


Sous-chefs are often the unsung heroes of the restaurant busi- 
ness. But not any longer: on December 7, beginning at 6 p.m., 
Tremont 647 (647 Tremont Street, Boston) and its executive 
chef, Jamie Bissonnette, are hosting Sous-Chef Night, featuring 


cuisine from sous-chefs Jason Lord (East Coast Grill); Ed Cotton 
Jr. (DB Bistro Moderne, New York City); Drew Greer (Ate Seasons 
Restaurant Group); and Jimmy Whelan (Tremont 647). The 
evening begins with a cocktail reception, followed by a four- 
course dinner. The cost is $45, excluding liquor, tax, and gratu- 
ity. Call (617) 266-4600 for reservations and information. 





two, these being rolled Tuscan flatbreads 
like quesadillas, only with classic Italian 
flavors. Very fine calamari, veal saltimboca, 
and imported desserts, specially the gelati 


| and semi-freddi. 


NORTH END 
BRICCO, 241 Hanover St., Boston, (617) 


| 248-6800. $21-$37. A stylish experiment 


in clean-tasting grilled Italian food — in- 


| cluding a tapas-like “tastings” menu. The 


dishes don’t all reach their potential, but 
the cooking (pork-and-grape skewers, 
giant seared gnocchi, dressed smelts) has 
verve to spare. One of the smoothest-look- 
ing rooms in the North End. Great wine 
list. 





etable bar to be stir-fried with either the 
Asian Pesto or the Madras Curry sauce 
THE DISH, 253 Shawmut Ave., Boston, 
(617) 426-7866. $11-$17. Every neighbor- 
hood needs a restaurant like this tidy, chic 
corner bistro. The tables are a little tight, 
and the food is more modest than what 
you find on nearby Tremont Street, but 
then again so are the prices. Think Cajun 
meat loaf, pork medallions with baked 
apple, stuffed cubanelle peppers. Think 
about hanging out at the bar and meeting 
half of Shawmut Avenue. Just don’t think 
about parking. 

FRANKLIN CAFE, 278 Shawmut Ave., 
Boston, (617) 350-0010. $9-$19. A hidden 
location, a modest sign, and a considerable 


reputation for simple dishes with a twist of 
brilliance — and it all works, nightly, for a 
variety of South Enders and knowing 
drive-ins. No desserts, which means there’s 
no reason to avoid the “side starch” dishes 
like garlic mashed potatoes 
HAMERSLEY’S BISTRO, 553 Tremont 
St., Boston, (617) 423-2700. $23-$39. Ca- 
sual French-inspired food with a distinctly 
American and decidedly upscale accent 
guests wear ties while the chefs wear base- 
ball caps. Famed for duck confit, wild- 
mushroom-and-garlic sandwich, and roast 
chicken with garlic, lemon, and parsley 
an olfactory and culinary triumph. One of 
Boston’s best 

LAUREL, 142 Berkeley St., Boston, (617) 
424-6711. $11-$17. Physically and culinar- 
ily, this is halfway between the innovative 
South End bistros and luxurious verities of 
the Ritz/Aujourd’hui/Biba axis 
METROPOLIS CAFE, 584 Tremont St., 
Boston, (617) 247-2931. $16-$30. Wow. In 






lamb leg, potato gnocchi with wild mush- 
rooms, and the fancy desserts 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 

CAFE BARAKA, 80 1/2 Pearl St. (Cam- 
bridgeport), Cambridge, (617) 868-3951 
$12-$15. If North African food is the most 
underexplored Mediterranean cuisine in 
Boston, this tiny, inviting storefront is the 
corrective. The “Ultimate Vegetable Plat- 
ter” is essential; also check out the decent 
skewered entrées and inspired desserts 
Fans twirl overhead; the waitstaff is one 
guy; the chef pops out to chat 

CENTRAL KITCHEN, 567 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 491-5599. $16-$23. It 
was only a matter of time before Central 
Square, land of the dive bar and curry 
joint, got a hip bistro of its own. This one 
fits well, with a blue-tile bar, a chalkboard 
list of excellent bar tapas, and an adept 


Leave it to the folks at Bauer Wine & Spirits (330 Newbury 
Street, Boston) to ensure free imbibing throughout the holiday 
season. On December 4, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., they take the 


mystery out of the shiraz/syrah question with a tasting; then, on 
December 9, from 5 to 7 p.m., they explore the world of stouts. 
Complimentary events take place throughout the season; call 
(617) 262-0363 for information, or drop by the store. 





ream parlor 


istently on 





inspiration 





from bo 4 talian traditions 
Iry the « n pave, the astonish 
ingly rich risotto specials, and any of the 
desserts 


THE RED FEZ, 1222 Washington St., 
7) 338-6060. $15-$18. The re- 
vived Red Fez updates the food and ambi 
ence of the popular Sound End Middle 
Eastern restaurant of the '40s-’70s, in a 
vastly larger and airier room. Old Fezzers 
will find the baba still the best 
around, and the ne ntry will feast on 
grilled shrimp charmoula, muhammara, 
kefta skewers, and Turkish coffee with the 
Lebanese cookie plate, or even the entirely 


Boston, (61 


ganou) 














un-Lebanese bern tini (a non-alcoholic 
lessert). You cou the same clothes 
you wore on a secon e here in 1973 
but probably not the same haircut 

ROUGE, 480 Columt Ave., Boston 
(617) 867-0600. $7 Not cheap, but 


Tremont 647, 
Rouge is a subtle New Orleans 
They don’t hammer the traditional dishes, 
just refer to them in such genial, southern 
inflected plates as the 
“coubion,” fried green tomatoes, 
veal cheeks (just do it, you won't regret it), 
knife-and-fork fried chicken, and lemon 
meringue tart. There’s no dress code, but 
the inside really is like New Orleans, so you 
could consider a little frippery or Mardi 
Gras beads 

TREMONT 647, 647 Tremont St., 
3oston, (617) 266-4600. $18-$26 (brunch, 
$7-$14). A well-dressed crowd enjoys 
beautifully grilled food, clever but not 
overbearing, in this long and cozy bistro. A 
duck confit sits atop a sauce of red wine 
and white raisins; tater tots are infused 
with truffle oil; the steamed Chilean sea 
bass comes wrapped in a huge banana leaf. 
The chef earned his stripes at Cambridge's 
East Coast Grill, but the feel is pure South 
End. Also, try the connected Sister Sorel, 
next door. 


THEATER DISTRICT 
FLEMING’S, Stuart St., Boston, 
(617) 292-0808. $18-$50. A somewhat 
less expensive steak house with somewhat 
more wine, by Peter Fleming of PF 
Chang’s. Loved the bread, coffee, and 
chicken, and adored the oversize wine- 
glasses. Hated the noise 

PIGALLE, 75 Charles St. South, Boston, 
(617) 423-4944. $12-$40. A country 
French menu, maybe one Michelin star just 
off the highway. You'll want to dress up a 
little, although once the food comes out no 
one will notice anything else. On the open- 
ing menu, leek and goat cheese tart, vi- 
chyssoise with oysters, cassoulet, poached 
cod, Calvados apple tart, and fallen choco- 
late cake bring an Aquitaine-Hammersley’s 
approach against the big guns of Park 
Square 

PRAVDA 116, 116 Boyiston St., Boston, 
(617) 482-7799. $18-$26. In the space 
that used to be the Mercury Bar, the team 
behind Blue Cat Café and Jillian’s have 
built almost a theme restaurant for the in- 
ternational nightclub set: ritzy dining 
room, a 100-vodka bar, and a full-fledged 
disco in back. The big surprise is how good 
the food is 

TROQUET, 140 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 695-WINE. $23-$38. A very great 
wine bar, and a sneaky-excellent French 
dining room. While many before or after 
theater will only want small plates like the 
Sea Scallop Brandade, or the cheese plate 
and some wine, those with a full evening 
to spend will love the sirloin steak, roast 


cheaper than its parent 


tribute to 


poached oysters 
braised 
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menu of Mediterranean-tinged Americana 
from chef Gary Strack. Also, check out the 


fine wine list 


LA GROCERIA, 853 Main St. (off Mass 
Ave, between Kendall and Central), Cam 
bridge, (617) 497-4214. $10-$18 (lunch 
$6-$10). A local favorite serving classic 


Italian fare in a large, upbeat setting 

RANGZEN, 24 Pearl St., Cambridge 
(617) 354-8881. $11-$13. Third Tibetan 
restaurant in greater Cambridge, and a 
great argument for this hearty cuisine. The 
complimentary fried wafers, like no-spice 
papadums, are fabulous, and so are all the 





fried appetizers. Rangzen also does well 
with soups and meaty entrées, but non-1 

betans may want to hike over to Toscanini’: 
for dessert 

ZUZU, 474 Mass Ave, Carn 17 
864-3278, ext. 237. $7-$15. Between the 
two storefronts of the cheap and reliable 


old Middle East is a fancy new bistro that 
takes Lebanese 
new levels especi ally if 
grilled kebab tastes, rock 
falafel cakes, the Middle 
or the lovely créme 
lighter meal, combine small plates 
with one of the salads, and you'll still be 
able to dance the rest of the night away 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 

B-SIDE LOUNGE, 92 Hampshire St., 
Cambridge, (617) 354-0766. $14-$19. The 
new owners shined up this former dive bar 
just enough to make it feel safe for eating 
The surprise is how good the eating is: real 
ly spiffy versions of home-cookin’ favorites 
like fried chicken and an oyster po’ boy 
sandwich. Plus there are quirky touches, 
like free hard-boiled eggs at the bar 
BAMBARA, 25 Edwin H. Land Blvd., 
Cambridge, (617) 868-4444. $19-$27. 
Bambara isn’t African, nor even an “Ameri- 
can brasserie” as described. It’s the restau- 
rant of a boutique hotel, the Hotel Mar- 
lowe, serving small, modern plates in a ca- 
sual, expensive context. The ringer is that 
it’s right next to the CambridgeSide Galle 
ria, making it ideal for a drink and snack, 
especially if you happen on the mussels, 
spring-vegetable stew, or the brilliant pas- 
sion fruit creme brilée 

DESFINA, 202 Third St., Cambridge, 
(617) 868-9098. $8-$18. Cute Greek cor- 
ner restaurant in the shadow of the Cam 
bridge courthouse. Inexpensive straight- 
shot versions of Greek-American classics 
Don't miss the electrically garlicky sko- 
rdalia, or the “saganaki OPA!” — a plate of 
flaming sheep’s-milk cheese. 

THE HELMAND, 143 First St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 492-4646. $21-$30. Greater 
Boston's first Afghan restaurant, and also 
one of the finest South Asian restaurants 
we have had. Serves dishes with a seamless 
style in a beautiful setting with fine service 
Vegetarians and meat-eaters will both be 
giddy with delight 


HARVARD SQUARE 
CASABLANCA, 40 Brattle St., Cambridge, 
(617) 876-0999. $20-$24 (lunch, $8-$12). 
Chef Ruth-Ann Adams has taken the helm 
from Ana Sortun, who helped build this 
Harvard Square institution into an impres- 
sive North African-inflected restaurant 
THE HARVEST, 44 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 868-2255. $24-$23. Meet 
the new Harvest, quite different from the 
old. The new one still focuses on New Eng- 
land foodstuffs, but the cheffery is profes- 
sional and poised, the flavors intriguingly 
sour, and the desserts make memories 
Menu changes weekly 
THE RED HOUSE, 95 Winthrop St., 
Continued on page 32 
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TIPLE BAR, 1688 Mass Ave, Can 
617) 547-5055. $1 
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significantly with 






renu has improved 
v chef, and who has turned its f 
to quality rather than quantity. There 
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ventive dishes to be had, and 


ocus 





stand 


the pasta arena 
\'.ST SIDE LOUNGE, 1680 Mass Ave 
bridge, (617) 441-5566. $14-$22. The 
ification of the Harvard-Porter neigh 
t ood continues with this little bistro 
e competent Mediterranean food, light 
( he meat, and a cozy bar that nicely 
w- ks the line between stylish and friendly 


I) WAN SQUARE 

EAST COAST GRILL, 1271 Cambridge 
St Cambridge, (617) 491-6568. $14-$26 
now toward premi 


Od 


rged and leaning 
fresh seafood, but still the greatest 


arbecue 


ind super 


with the least pretense for 





meat, soulful side dishes 
hot dishes, clearly labeled 
MV WEST GRIL 124 

bridge, (617) 354-75 


$ 5. The Brazilian cont 











ich translates 
20. Roasting 
ire brought to your table: pork, beef 


en, lamb, and endless rota 


churrasco rodizic 





ot of meat for less tha 





t Other Brazilian specials are good, too, 
he vibe is unfailingly friendly 

C MEXICAN GRILL, 11 Springfield 
ambridge, (617) 492-4495. $15-$22 
is about as good as Mexican cooking 
n Boston: the fresh things are fresh, 
ried things are crunchy, and the cook 


f Oaxaca ymes through 


Veracruz 





tt it eX ite 

be r and live pre 
inks to the excellent Mexican bee 
d totteringly full margaritas 


KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 
THE BLUE ROOM, On: 


ambrids ( 494-9034. $18-$24. A 


Kendal 


lietly great Cambridge 


for dessert Owner Steve Johns« 


staurant, espe 


eclectic heritage 


ivor ind live fire, but add 





1 French bistro sub-theme to its post-pea 
t dishes xcellient servic f wines | 
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ACLE OF SCIENCE, 321 \ 


br € (¢ 868-2866 $3.$91( 





MIR 





I t potatoes. Young 
SALTS, 798 Main St 
876-8444. $18-$28. This tiny space h 


been home to a series of inventive bistri 


Cambridge, (6 


over the years, and the current occupant i 
charming and consistent. The food is New 
American with an 
influence; when we visited in the fall, that 
meant excellent Ukrainian dumplings wit! 
a lovely roasted lamb loin 


NORTH CAMBRIDGE 

ASPASIA, 377 Walden St., Cambridgé 
(617) 864-4745. $22-$28. Who says size 
matters? This tiny room bangs out bistro 
food that would do a downtown restaurant 
proud. The mostly Mediterranean flavors 


are big but not overblown: a sharp, cris{ 


Eastern European 


salad of pear and endive leads into a mea 
of truffled risotto or grilled rack of lamb 
Coffee at the end comes in a little French 
press. Cute 

FRANK’S STEAK HOUSE, 2310 Mass 


(617) 661-0666. $8-$2( 


The oldest steakhouse in Massachusetts, as 





far as anyone knows. After a period as a 
blond-wood ’70s eatery, this has trans 
formed partway back to the dark red-meat 
emporium it was when Tip O'Neill hung 
out here. You can certainly order chicken 
yut be warned: the motto is “Home of the 
Boneless Sirloin Sizzling Platter.’ 


PORTER SQUARE 

BUZKASHI, 2088 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
617) 876-8664. $11-$17. Cambridge’s 
second-best Afghan restaurant is still very 


good, especially if you like things a little 





Hard to believe, but Stephanie’s on Newbury (190 Newbury 
Street) is celebrating its 10th anniversary. To thank customers 
for its success, the restaurant is presenting “Monday Night 
Warm-Ups” every Monday from 5 to 7 p.m., when guests are in- 
vited to enjoy a complimentary sampling of comfort food in the 
bar-and-lounge area. Call (617) 236-0990 for information. 


picier, or want to bring in your own beer 
ind wine (no license). Don’t miss the vege 
tarian aushak appetizer, anything with 
pinach or pumpkin, the dwopiaza version 
f grilled lamb in sauce, or the rice pud 
1g. As at the Helmand, there is lots for 


egans here, some of it quite good 


AQUITAINE BIS, 11 Boylston Street 
lower Chestnut Hill Mall), Chestnut Hill, 
617) 734-8400. $19.50-$30. Aquitaine at 
the lower Chestnut Hill Mall has the same 
format and faves as the popular South End 
stro, and will be just as big a hit. If you 
missed the first 170 years of America’s love 
f French food, you can catch right up with 
Belgian endive salad, gruyére tart, steak 
frites, seared duck steak, warm chocolate 
pudding cake, chocolate mousse, and 
caramelized bread pudding. Dress up a lit- 
tle — it’s a French restaurant 
GINZA, 1002 Beacon St. (Audubon Cir- 
cle), Brookline, (617) 566-9688. $11-$44 
Arguably the best sushi bar in Boston, cer 
tainly one of the most avant-garde, yet 
well-grounded in tradition, as evidenced 
the more than 20 brands of sake, the 
wide range of cooked appetizers, and the 
solid tempura and teriyaki. Somewhat ran 
dom service won't bother those who come 


n expecting to share tastes 
JAE’S GRILL, 1223 Beacon St., Brook 
line, (617) 739-0000. $9-$20. For those fa- 
miliar with Jae’s hip, inexpensive Asian-fu- 
ion menus, it may seem like he has taken 
over a steakhouse and doesn’t want to of 
fend the old clientele. The good news is 
you can get Jae’s flavors in the appetizers, 
and your elderly aunt from Peoria can 
rder off the entrée list. Also a swell raw 
bar/wine bar. Now serving sushi 
KAYUGA, 1030 Comm Ave, Brookline, 
(617) 566-8888. $10-$15 (lunch, $6-$12) 
Yet another Japanese-Korean sushi bar, but 
more authentic than most. We liked the 
sushi better than the sashimi, and also the 
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lunchtime bento box, the delicate gyoza, 
the cooked entrées, and the achingly sweet 
mochi ice cream for dessert. Dress as you 
ire, and grab the semi-private screened 
rooms, with wells below the low tables so 
you don't have to fold your legs and stress 
the knees 

LUCY’S, 242 Harvard St., Brookline 
(617) 232-LUCY. $15-$24. With a new 
chef, Lucy’s has moved from no-fat to low- 
fat with terrific results. This is now the per- 
fect bistro for Coolidge Corner: comfort- 
able, women-friendly, subdued, and yet 
with some outstanding dishes like the san- 
cocho, the ostrich stroganoff (trust us 
here), the gourmet pizzas, and the choco- 
late torte for dessert. Not loud enough for a 
youth bar, so dress up a little 

TABERNA DE HARO, 999 Beacon St., 
Brookline, (617) 277-8272. $10-$15. The 
most modern Spanish tapas place in the 
city may also be the most authentic: there 
really are no dinners per se, and the food is 
tuned salty and small to complement the 
dry sherries of Spain. A great evening if 
you like this kind of eating, and better if 
you connect early and often with the 
grilled asparagus, white anchovies, pollo 
en pepitoria, shrimp in garlic oil, or the 
cheese platter 

WASHINGTON SQUARE TAVERN, 914 
Washington St. (Washington Square), 
Brookline, (617) 232-8989. $16-$19. Loud 
and dark, with very effective food either 
with or without beer and wine. Don’t miss 
anything roasted, nor the pilaf-type dishes 
There are no desserts, but there’s a bakery 
across the street 

ZAFTIGS, 335 Harvard St. (Coolidge Cor- 
ner), Brookline, (617) 975-0075. $7-$13 
Despite the name, a very un-nostalgic, 
postmodern kind of delicatessen with gen- 
erally excellent food and very reasonable 
desserts. Un-nostalgic means low-fat pas- 
trami, chicken soup, and such, but also glo- 
rious corned beef, whitefish salad not to 
have to die for, and house-baked desserts 
Breakfast is served all day 
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BAKER’S BEST, 27 Lincoln St. (Newton 
Highlands), (617) 332-4588. $8-$22. The 
wildly popular caterer and lunch spot has 
idded a five-night bistro, and this is good 
news for palate and wallet. Daily fish and 
pasta specials have been superior, with 
crab cakes and a “signature” meatloaf 
every night. Excellent coffees and deli-style 
desserts 

FIGLIA, 22-24 Union St. (Newton Cen 
tre), Newton, (617) 244-8833. $13-$25 
Just the sort of updated North End 
restaurant every suburb wants, but New 
ton gets Figlia. Great yeasty bread, com 
petent salads, veal chops and seafood 
good pasta, but don’t miss the fritto misto 
appetizer, or the chocolate decadence or 
apple tart for dessert. The crowd ranges 
from well-heeled couples to groups of 
their daughters 

JAMJULI, 1203 Walnut St. (Newton 
Highlands), (617) 965-5655. $7-$15 
Beautiful and innovative Thai restaurant, 
despite its suburban location just off Route 
9. Dress casually but dine like an emperor 
The hot curries are good, and so are the 
bland dishes, but the musts are soups, mee 
grob, and the “Superior Duck” (it is!) 
KOUZINA, 1649 Beacon St. (Waban), 
(617) 558-7677. $15-$24. Is it a bistro? Is 
it a family restaurant? What is a trained 
chef doing with Greek dishes out in 
Waban? Well, making some neat dinners 
where the kids can have a pizza or pasta 
entrée and the gourmets can bliss out on 
codfish cakes, porterhouse lamb chops, 
seafood cannelloni, a great bread pudding, 
and chocolate pot de créme to end ’em all. 
LUMIERE, 1293 Washington St., West 
Newton, (617) 244-9199. $20-$29. For 
something described as a bistro, Lumiére 
looks and sounds the part, but aspires to 
finer food and prices. So we see pretty 
well-dressed people eating pretty posh 
food soups and seared sea scallops 
were some early winners and feeling 
rather Parisian. Although you find it 
across from the West Newton Cinema, a 
meal at Lumiere is so far too serious to 
add to an evening of film-going. Closed 
until evening. 


DALI, 415 Washington St., Somerville, 
(617) 661-3254. $19-$25 (entrées); $3- 
$7.50 (tapas). A rare (and crowded) out- 
post for Spanish-from-Spain cooking 
Tapas capture the tone and savor of the 


and Art from 





original, from slices of potato omelet and 
fresh anchovy fillets to garlicky potato 
salad and sautéed portobello mushrooms 
Starting at $3.50 a pop, you can afford to 
experiment 

EAST ASIA, 868 Broadway (Powder 
house Square), Somerville, (617) 666 
8282. $7-$11. A tiny, out-of-the-way 
place with great, great Asian food. The 
menu is North Chinese and Thai, but 
the keynote is loving treatment of basic 
ingredients in dishes like chili eggplant, 
King’s tofu, peninsula or mango chick 
en, and spicy squid 

EVOO, 118 Beacon St., Somerville 
(617) 661-3866. $19-$28. Chef Peter Mc 
Carthy, late of the Bostonian Hotel, bold- 
ly opens Somerville’s most expensive 
restaurant and the foodie stampede be- 
gins. When he’s on, he’s on: lobster- 
pumpkin bisque, tea-smoked, mint-cured 
lamb rack, and grilled Maine salmon fillet 
all show spark and substance. But the 
fast-and-loose approach to ethnic idioms 
means the food isn’t always as consistent 
as the sculptural presentation would have 
you believe 

HOUSE OF TIBET KITCHEN, 235 Hol- 
land St. (Teele Square), Somerville, 
(617) 629-7567. $6-$9. The first Tibetan 
restaurant in New England, and some- 
thing of a one-room cultural exhibit with 
background music, rugs on every chair 
and bench, and a potted history of Tibet 
on the menu. Next door is a Tibetan Bud- 
dhist resource center and gift shop, but 
first relax with some buttered tea and re- 
ally excellent momo, the Tibetan answer 
to Peking ravioli 


REDBONES, 55 Chester St. (Davis 
Square), Somerville, (617) 628-2200. $6- 
$18 (lunch, $4-$7; all-you-can-eat ribs 
and chicken, $7-$9). Big food for big 
guys. Loud and bright and legendary for 
barbecued, grilled, and smoked things, 
hoofed or otherwise. The Arkansas ribs 
are phenomenal; so are the Buffalo 
shrimp. Try the corn pudding to start 
The wait is long but worth it. Cash and 
checks only. 

VINNY’S AT NIGHT, 76 Broadway (Sul- 
livan Square), Somerville, (617) 628- 
1921. $11-$25. Behind a convenience 
store called Vinny’s Superette lurks this 
den of pure East Somerville underworld 
cool. Great chops and profuse pasta 
served on red-and-white-check table- 
cloths, and more antipasti than you can 
shake a stick at. Try the amazing pork 
chop in vinegar-pepper sauce 
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Pheenix 


Uersoid 








To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


=o Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
£ Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


To listen and respond 


617-450-8620 


using your credit card call 
from any phone. 








DOWN-TO-EARTH, PRETTY 
Smart, kind SWF, adventurous 
and spunky. Interests > traveling 
Sailing. swimming art, non 
Nm and hu 













rights issues 
al SM, 40 
) integri ompassion 
Non-smoker, no drugs. 49930307 
SIMPLE LIFE 
SWF, 43, 5'6”, brunette/brown 
homebody, seeks intelligent, ser 
sitive SWM who enjoys animals 














nedy, home-cooked meais, and 
is open to LTR, possible marriage 
T4747 


TAKE A CHANCE 
Wouburr oman. Ver) 


Sexy 





kINg guy 26-31 rey 1 28 
THE MAGIC NUMBER IS TW 


rkir vies 





VERY PRETTY BLONDE 









ET 


ab 








seeking a SF, 18-45, for a 
relationship, without the 
7526010 

GET TO KNOW ME 
SBF, 40, 5'2”, 170lbs 
one, enjoys spontaneity 


music, the outdc yood compa 














ny, good conve ore 
Seeking intellige ovabie 
SBM, 37-48, N possible 


LTR. 4114998 





SEARCHING 
Attractive DWF, 5'2”, N/S, br 
hazel, affectionate, caring, me 








enjoys life and ma varied inter 
ests, and wants to share it with 
that special attractive SWM, 5-69 
friends, maybe lovers. North 
Shore. %9478437 
ALOT TO OFFER 
Funny SWF, 56, 5'7”, blonde 
hazel, medium build, smart, hon 
est, loves to walk, read, watch 
movies, seeks SM, 50-62, who 
isn’t afraid to laugh. 49513541 
MATURE TALL BLONDE 
Tall, blonde, attractive older 
female, seeking an intelligent 
healthy, good-looking SM, 60-75 
for fun and adventure. #525368 
TRUE COLORS 
Down-to-earth SWF, 44, 5’5", non- 
smoker, artist, enjoys movies. 
music, dining out, and beachwaik- 
ing. Seeking laid-back, easygoing 
SWM, 35-60, non-smoker, for 
casual dating, possible long-term 
relationship. Honesty a must 
257882 
WHY NOT 
Kind, passionate, warm, fun-loving 
SWPF, 34, loves sports, dining 
and more. Seeking SWM, 32-42 
who is secured, kind and healthy 
for friendship or more. 49489997 
SINGLE AGAIN 
WF, 46, coming out of a long-term 
relationship, open-minded liberal 
looking for fun, like-minded man 
33-60. %7508375 
THE BLUEST EYES 
Auburn-haired SWF, 26, with 
beautiful blue eyes, 5'10”, athletic 
build, into Franz Ferdinand, hiking, 
wandering the city, people watch- 
ing, photographing the world, play 
ng spin the bottle. Seeking tall 
athletic, somewhat goofy guy wh¢ 
follows his impulses. 49267733 
| WOULD DATE ME!! 
46-year-old divorced blonde 
yood-natured, fun, fit, hopeless 
romantic, 5'2”, non-smoker, | 











AMAZON GODDESS 


1 SING IN THE CAR 

T 

30-SOMETHING 
rey 


|'M GONNA RUN TO YOU! 

am a slim and fit blond who is 
sweet, down-to and looking 
for that perfect eone. | am a 
marathon runner who loves classi- 
cal music and Japanese cuisine. If 
you are a caring gentleman with a 
good heart, call! %521972 

SILVER LINING 

am a lovely, petite accountant 
who needs a guy with a positive 
Jutlook on life! | love to dance and 
I'm interested in all types of cui 
sine. My dream guy needs to be 
honest, ethical! Liars need not 
apply! 521984 

COME AS YOU ARE! 

am a cute student in the Bostor 
area, looking to hang out with and 
share some fun experiences! It 
doesn't matter what you look like 
as long as you have a good heart 
and can take/make a good joke! 
7521997 

ALL ABOUT STEELY DAN! 
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the mplete package 
E $, and 
st and 
talk a e 
JECE 


now bunny 

KIND TO 
na warm ang 
no is looking t 
e man of her dr 
aceous, Jewist 









would ti 


ums with the right guy! %2°522039 
MYSTICAL EYES 
at my green eyes look into yours: 
am a young, energetic, profes: 
sional who enjoys cooking and 
pending some quality time at 
home. | love long conversations 
and meaningful silences. Let's 
share a bottle of wine! 49522052 
RED SOX RULE 
am a giggly 21 year old, not look- 
ing for anything too serious. | am in 
college, still doing the homework 
thing every night. | am 5’6", with 
and long brunette hair 


le who 











POP - TOP 40 
38 year old woman, with brown 
black, 5’ tall, looking for the love of 





my life. | am petite, but definitely 
not an hour glass figure. | am look 
ing for someone tall (which isn't 
too hard to find for my height) 
slender, and with a good sense of 
humor. | am a bit shy, but very 
sweet and kind. 29526774 
CHAR NEEDS A GOOD ONE 
am a middle-aged who likes lip 
rings, Jack Johnson, parks, con- 
certs, dating, uniqueness. | am 
5'8", of average body size, with 
blue eyes and bionde hair. | am 
only looking for dating right now. 
7526785 
LOOKING FOR LOVE 
5’7", with dazzling brown eyes 
black hair. I'm quirky, but in a good 
way. Always have something going 
on in my head. Are you intelligent 
interesting, spontaneous, and daz 
zling in personality? Give me a 
shot. 47526789 
BE WARNED-HERE | COME 
Insomniac by choice, into tall guys, 
crazy happenings within laws and 
reason, scrabble, and shrimp 
scampi. | am 34, 5’ tall, brown 
brown, shapely body, and avid 
mind. Looking for an long-term 
relationship. T526792 
WINTER NIGHTS 
| like meeting new people in differ- 
ent and fun places. | am only 27 
with lots of life in me. If you are tall 
fun, and full of life too, then give 
me a shout. Be honest and talka- 
tive, and around my age. Older is 
OK. 7526797 
JESUS IS LORD 
Christian woman, 42, seeks solid 
Christian male, 35-50, to share life 
with. Must love animals and want 
to have children. 4508989 
BLOND AND SLIM 
! am 39, work in the field of educa- 
tion, am loyal, a gym goer, enjoy 
hip hop music, and ethnic food 
Does this sound like you too? Be a 
non-smoker like me, athletic, and 
around 6’ tall. 4519000 


LIFE 1S BEAUTIFUL 





ke art museums, films, shop 
body de hair 
and | ar fr something 
serious. | hope you can make me 
laugh, and I'll make you Indian 


food. 4526764 
| HAVE WINGS 
and | am not afraid to fly. | listen to 
Ruben Studdard, I'm funny and 
laid back, like playing Jewel Quest 
and eating steak. Does any of this 
interest you as well? Well, | am 44 
have a great smile, am up for dat 
ing, and about 5'6". 49526815 
DAY TRIP TO NYC 
Let's take the train to NYC, while 
jamming to some Greek music. If 
you happen to be Greek, that's 
great! But not a must. You be tall 
with dark hair, fun, and successful 











| am crazy and different; you be 
too. | ar green eyes, brown 
hair, 5'3”. and fit. #52682 
IT’S YOUR FUTURE WIFE 
My perfect guy has a bunch of tat 
yf juy has at 
4) } J a 








f Oki e/one 
for stir 

ave a ty Je a 
build, and like aur 
spaghetti. 526830 

A SERIOUS CATCH 

am into serious guys that like to 
think alit. | listen to Usher 
times, and sometimes listen to 


YoYo Ma. Depends on my mood. | 
am 20, 5’6”, with a ballerina build 
|! have good friends, and love 





Brazilian food because | am 
Brazilian! TP526838 
BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 


Sincere intelligent aring » 
passionate, interests include: peo- 








ple, music osophy, cooking 
Looking for romantic gentleman 
50-65 whc Jesires a LTR 


7476812 

STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN 
to this petite, vivacious senior, who 
loves the beach ies, and quiet 
times. Looking for a sincere gen- 
tleman, if we are compatible 
please call and we can meet 
7427201 

LOVING/UNCONVENTIONAL 
Loving, unconventional, emotion- 
ally healthy artist, writer, traveler 
and educator, spiritual, steady 
lovely British-Jamaican, young 
40s, 56", slender, passionate, joy- 
ful, musical. Loves wilderness/city 
walks, animals, meditation, paint- 
ing poetry, galleries. Looking for 
compatible, creative, educated, 
healthy man with inquiring mind, 
courageous heart. #7202782 

NEW GIRL IN TOWN 

SWF, 39, 58", blonde/biue, non- 
smoker, mom of one, enjoys ethnic 
food, reading, travel, films, music, 
sports. Seeks intelligent, caring, col- 
lege-educated family-oriented 
man, 30-45, 5'10"+, non-smoker, for 
long-term relationship. 269616 

SUMMER'S ON THE WAY 
Winter has passed. Vibrant, attrac- 
tive, polished, educated SBF 
would like to meet and help a SM 
stay cool for the summer. He 
should be non-smoking, 48-60, 
polished, intelligent, attractive, car- 
ing, kind, with a good sense of 
humor. €771931 

SLENDER WOMAN 

in the dental profession, 34, with 
blue eyes, and blonde hair, look- 
ing for a fun and honest profes- 
sional male between 30 and 40 to 
enjoy rock music, and Italian food 
Let's grab a movie, go for a run, or 
play in the soon coming snow! 
7518958 

ACTIVE EARLY RETIREE 
Attractive former computer profes- 
sional, small, 5'2”, 115ibs, blonde 
58, libertarian, seeking active 
hiker, into bicycling, kayaking, eth- 
nic food, dance music (also early 
and classical), travel, bike and 
ecotourism, archeology, shaman- 
ism, and reading philosophy, alter- 
native spirituality, history, natural 
and social sciences. #464981 








W - White ¢ B - African Americ 


RUNS WITH SCISSORS 
DWF, 60s, iconoclast interested in 
theatre, movies, outdoors, art 
spirituality. Seeking emotionally 
aware, politically liberal, humorous 
man with similar interests. Mensch 
a plus. 47926274 


Qg BE FUNNY! 


and you'll have my heart. Self 
employed SWF, 30, 5'4”, brown, 
brown, who listens to country and 
rock, goes hiking, biking, and 
swimming. Lets get some take 
out, make a picnic of it on the liv- 
ing room floor, and see what we 
have in common. %°518979 
WATER SKIER 

| am a doctor/student/mom, slim 
with hazel eyes. | am divorced 
sociable, play tennis when | can 
love mac n cheese, and am look- 
ing for a dark haired guy with a 
slim build, who is athletic, outgo 
ing, and between 30 and 40 
8518992 

Ti 
<< 30YEAR OLD FOR DATING 


mar 





lead t 
don’t have kids rf smoke 





519043 
QUEEN TO LOVE 
5'8”, 190Ibs, pretty brown 
ss N C Ww th son (10 
seeks a S 2specting BM, 28- 
36, N/S. %505574 
MAKE ME YOUR FIRST CHOICE 
SBF, 27, N/S, trying to find SWM 
30-45, N/S, who appreciates ail 
the simple things in life. If that's 
you, and you know how to treat a 
woman, let's talk. 4508442 
CRAZY NOT TO CALL 
SBF, 30, 5'3”, 130ibs, enjoys mo 
vies, theater, and comedy shows 
Seeking SBM, 30-38, for friend- 
ship, possible LTR. 863041 
ROMANTIC SENIOR 
Very pretty DWF, 65, 5’6”, average 
weight, very young-looking, N/S, 
long blonde/blue, great personali 
ty, seeks man, 62-75, N/S, 5'9 
and up, for LTR. 49980178 
LIVELY LADY 
SWF, 27, 5'9", 200ibs, glasses 
marriage-minded nanny, smoker 
enjoys nature and kids. Seeking a 
tall, honest, loyal man, 25-45, race 
unimportant 518022 
GOLDEN GIRL 
Romantic, slim, blonde SWF 
young 40s, enjoys music, beaches. 
dining out, romance. Seeking 
attractive, in shape S/DWM, 40-52 
medium-athletic build, for serious, 
romantic relationship. 4472769 
SKY'S THE LIMIT 
SF, young 57, blue eyes, enjoys 
musical theater, fine dining, all 
types of music, jazz, dancing 
working out, seeking compatible 
SM, 53-60, for dating and possible 
relationship. 47526110 
TERRIFIC IN TAUNTON 
Marriage-minded lady, 27, Born- 
Again, brown/hazel, seeks single 
man, 28-35, who always makes it 
to church on time. 49510903 
LOVELY SEASON... 
to meet lovely people. Pretty SAF 
35, 5'3”, black hair, hazel eyes 
loves music, especially the biues 
Seeking other free spirit in a single 
gentieman, open to all possibili- 
ties. 2P232933 
PROGRESSIVE SWF, 37 
Seeks man with similar values/pol- 
itics for long-term relationship. I’m 
warm, sensual, down-to-earth 
reddish-brown/blue-green, love 
cooking, dancing, spending time 
with those | love. Looking for emo- 
tionally mature gentleman who's 
interested in commitment, sharing 
some of these activities and much 
more! 7952185 
ADVENTUROUS IN S END 
Live in South End, enjoy city life 
travel to St. Petersburg, love clas- 
sical and jazz music, visit Jordan 
Hall weekly. Like nature, company 
of cheerful, intelligent gentleman 
w/SOH. Would like to meet human 
being, 60s, to share company/diffi- 
culties of life. 232233 





SBF, 31 
eyes, Aat 





Black @ H - Hispanic ¢ A - Asig 


FINE YOUNG FEMALE 

Single Brazilian/Cape Verdean 
female, 19, 5'2 110lbs. em 
ployed, loves dancing, going out 
Looking for a genuinely nice guy 
23-35, who wants a serious rela- 
tionship. Holler back. 47429811 

BRUNETTE BOMBSHELL 
Beautiful female with great hair 
36, 5’4”, warm heart, loves music 
from Dire Straits to Celia Cruz 
lounging on the beach, exercising, 
hot apps and coo! drinks. Seeking 
passionate, down-to-earth, natu- 
rally fit guy with dark hair and light 
eyes. 4267801 

SKS INTERRACIAL LOVE 
Professional, African-American 
SF, 31, 5'2", auburn/brown, medi- 
um build, looking for professional 
SWM, 30-36, never married, no 
children, non-smoker, drug-free 
who's a gentleman, outgoing 
spontaneous, loves socializing 
museums, walks in Boston, shop- 
ping, movies, picnics, daytrips 
Please be college-educated, pro 
fessional, serious. B26236( 
EVOLVED 














ve walks 
ar } itside 
Bruce Springsteen, Tandoor k 
ing, wine tasting. Searching for 





that funny, smart, evolved ge 
man who must cross my patt 
267720 

GREAT SMILE 
Beautiful, vibrant, funny, educated 
BF, 29, 5’9”, 140lbs, who loves to 
travel, enjoys good conversation 
nature, laughter, and long kisses 
Seeking caring and stable gentle- 
man with warm loving heart 
400248 : 

TRULY “ALIVE” 
Full-figured, honest Latina profes 
sional, 43, 5’3", dark hair and 
eyes, smoker, great sense of 
humor, enjoys salsa music, dining 
out, people with spirit. Seeking 
honest, fun-loving, lively male, 40 
50. 48200879 

ADVENTURE FOR TWO 
Graceful, slender, WiWF, 54, 5'6 
seeks thoughtful, active, witty man 
for dinner, conversation, adven- 
ture committed relationship 
Greater Boston area. #9288767 

ROMANTIC, INTELLIGENT 

Attractive blonde, 5'2”, full-figured 
(not huge), in search of SM, 48-52, 
blue-collar preferred, South Shore 
area. Loves interesting conversa- 
tion, music, have great personality, 
(your mother would love me!). All 
the goodies you're seeking 
wrapped up in one package. No 
games. 7419683 

BEAUTIFUL, BRAINY... 
sexy professional female, 36, 
Libra, non-smoker, never married 
no kids, seeks well-educated 
attentive, affectionate, romantic 
professional man, 28-42, non- 
smoker. 29748297 

SMART AND SWEET 
non-smoking and auburn haired 
SWF, 33, 5’9 seeks an outgoing, in 
shape guy 27-40, 6'0+ who likes 
concerts, films and enjoys thai 
food. %455040 

COLLEGE GOOD TIMES 
22-year-old black female that 
attends college, would like to meet 
a nice guy to chill with. Laid back 
and soft-spoken, but always ready 
for a laugh. 466862 

WOULD YOU DARE? 

Quirky, groovy female, 49, with a 
35-year-old mentality and figure 
5'4", curvy figure, loves Harleys 
blues, sci-fi. Seeks SM with wild 
sense of humor, willing to pick me 
up on his mean motor scooter. 
Watch the moonlight shimmer in 
my jade mermaid eyes. Tattoos/ 
long hair a+. 49937174 


uf RED SOX FAN 


SWF, 22, cute, intelligent, fun 
spontaneous, enjoys cooking 
reading, art. Looking for man who 
likes movies, conversation, din- 
ing out or staying in. Friends first, 
possible long-term relationship 
260282 


She wants to talk to youl 


Talk live with local singles now! 
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Where singles click” 


Christiar 


BE FOREWARNED! 

m truly an individual who follows 
the beat of my own drum Quirky, 
radiant SWF, 48, dark hair, inter 
esting persona, loves going flying 
biking, listening to The Nylons 
Seeking tall, cool man with eclec- 
tic tastes and a sense of adven- 
ture. 48267724 

BROWN-EYED GIRL 
Pretty blonde, 50, 5’6”, security 
guard, degree in bio-chemistry 
(getting back into that field), inter- 
ests include classical music, knit- 
ting, embroidery, videos, chatting 
with friends. Searching for intelli- 
gent man, 48-60. 4270915 
IT'S ABOUT TIME... 
| was with a man again. 45-year- 
old, highly educated, self-em- 
ployed professional, devoted mom 
for too long, enjoys politics, read- 
ing fiction, psychological talk, my 
Vermont country home. Happy 
with casual relationship or some- 
thing serious. |’m uninhibited, very 
liberal. Unattached men only 
7464368 
NEW YORK CITY GIRL 

Jow living in 
DJF. 40. se 
loves th 












f and romantic dinners as 
much as | do. #°221948 

SEEKING CHRISTIAN MAN 

BF, 47, 5'3”, non-smoker, home 
health aide, with bachelor’s degree 
in liberal arts, loves gardening 
photography, art. Seeking SM, 46- 
56, non-smoker, who likes ani- 
mals, outdoors. £421945 





Qg ELECTRICITY 


Attractive, very young-looking 
SWF, 49, 5'2”, environmentalist 
animal-lover, music enthusiast. 
enjoy exotic cuisines, day trips. 
adult ed classes, lively conversa- 
tion, and laughter. Seeking real 
rapport, with appealing and 
engaging SWM. Boston area and 
vicinity. 37-50. 2442760 
THE GAME OF LIFE 
Dark-haired SF, 23, with a great 
smile, is always having a good 
time. Into Rasta jams, shopping 
sharing good jokes. Wants to see if 
a SM, 20s, is willing to take a risk 
and play. 7232920 
BETTER LIVE! 
Auburn-haired female, 38, 5'4 
ey to eyes, great smile, loves 
Rex Sox games, bike rides along 
the Charles, Thai food, hiking, U2 
lf you're a tall, toned guy, | could 
be the love of py life. Piercing 
green eyes a+! %232931 
RAPUNZEL AWAITS PRINCE 
Gorgeous locks, beautiful slim fig- 
ure, Classy, intellectual, accom- 
plished, tender-hearted. 40s, 
Jewish. Pining in tower for tall 
courtly, gallant Mozart lover. For 
marriage, children. 47885979 
ATTRACTIVE, UNIQUE 
amazingly young-looking, 57-year- 
old woman, smooth skin, creative 
poet, outgoing but likes quiet too, 
arts and culturally-oriented, seeks 
attractive, professional, person- 
able, good-natured, reasonably fit 
man, 40s-early 60s, honest, con- 
siderate, kind; | am. 4505066 
ACTON/FT. LAUD CONNECTION 
70 and raring to go. Loves to trav- 
el, dine out, movies, theatre, 
laugh, love, walk and talk. Let's 
stay young together. | spend my 
time between Boston and Florida 
7507928 
MOM NEEDS LOVE 
SBF, 19, 5'3”, 150Ibs, with gor- 
geous eyes, N/S, has 2 young 
daughters. Seeking man, 18-25, 
N/S, for friendship, possible ro- 
mance. 7504904 
GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 
Cute, petite, passionate WiWF, 
seeks romantic spirited Santa 
58+, with whom to enjoy the holi- 
days, and beyond. £°868174 
IF MEN ARE PIGS.. 
Then, | love bacon. 30-year-old SF, 
Latina, non-smoker, professional 
college graduate w/no kids hoping 
to meet a kind, smart and funny 
guy to watch the Sox games with 
I'm 5'1", medium build, brown 
hair/eyes, fair skin and look much 
younger. 4275336 
PRETTY IRONIC 
Pretty, slender, tall SF, 44, fun 
upbeat and adventurous, loves 
music, the outdoors, lively and 
ntelligent conversation. Seeking 
attractive, outdoorsy intellectual 
with varied interests. 4412670 
SEEKS TALL PROF. 
Intelligent, goal-c ted SWF, 27 











5'8", dark brow long blonde 
hair, goc S xf humor, likes 
travelinc ice restaurants, live 


music, writing. Seeking tail, athlet- 
professional SWM, 27-35, living 
n/around Boston 416591 


YOGA INSTRUCTOR 






Blue-eyed brunette 
fit, yoga instructe 
f itive fur Supt 


Japtable. vas 








D-free - Drug+Disease Free ¢ WLTM - Would Like To Meet 


Placing your FREE ad 
5 fun ways to choose from (we'll take it any way 
you want to give it to us!): 


1. Call 617-450-8761 


2. Email your ad along with your name, 
address & phone number to 
phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


3. Online - Log on to 
www.phoenixpeople.com and complete the 
online form and click submit. 


4. Snail mail - send in the form in the 
Personals section 


5. Or... Technophobic? Out of stamps? Drag 
your butt down to our offices at 126 Brookline 
Ave., Boston to place your ad in person 


Once you've submitted your ad we'll contact you 
with your voicemail box info and details on how 
to record your greeting and retrieve messages. 





Composing an Ad 


A simple 3 step process (kind of like the waltz): 


1. Choose a category (WSM, MSW, MSM, WSW 
or | Spy) 


2. Think up a snappy eye-catching headline. Headlines 
can be up to 20 characters in length. 


3. Let it flow — write your ad! First 40 words are free. 
Additional words are $2 each. 


The rules: no phone numbers, last names or addresses 
(email or mailing). 


Don't know what to say? Complete our mail-in 
form and we'll write your ad for you. 





Responding to an Ad 


Select an ad (or ads) and grab the phone! 


Call 617-976-3366 (18:. Calls cost $2.19/min) 


and enter the 2 box number of the ad that caught your 
eye. 


Outside Metro Boston? Call 900-226-4492 
Calls cost $2.19/min. 


Prefer to use your credit card to respond? 


Call 617-450-8620 


Who says you can’t find love on sale? 
Call 617-450-8761 to buy blocks of time 


at a discount! 














DRUMMAH SEEKS MUSE 
SBF, thick and shapely, 40, loves 
music, art, a good read, and 
adventure. Seeks SBM, 35-55, for 
dating and possibly more 
454275 
WORKING ON YOUR PROCESS? 

If you know what this means, let's 
meet and see if we want to do it 
together? Two takes it farther 
than one, and | could use the 
company. | am 42, love snug- 
gling, nature, music, movies, sen- 
sual. 4444086 

ATHLETIC BEAUTY 
This athletic, friendly, and adven- 
turous DWF, 5"3, 38 is searching 
for a taller man, 38+. She enjoys 
making crafts and listening to 
Christian music, so if you are a 
non smoker and fun and friendly, 
call her today. #454961 

NO SERIOUS COMMITMENT 

Petite, SWF, 25, 5'2 travel nurse is 
seeking a fun, laid back guy who is 
around 27 and taller than 5'5. If 
you're looking for a fun, non-seri- 
ous relationship, you've come to 
the right place. 4454972 


NATURAL BEAUTIFUL 
Sexy, professional female, 33 
Gemini, non-smoker, divorced 


with one teen. Looking for some 
one who is well educated, roman- 
tic, and likes to have fun. | like ail 
kinds of films and music. if you 
would like to chat, contact me 
7461047 


CHUBBY CUTIE 
Pretty and pudgy! You'll be 
stunned by my blue eyes, blond 
hair, and my sarcasm. | love 


chess, fried pickles, and getting 
intimate with the right guy. Hope 
you're the one! 7466057 

RAD, RAD MAMA 
At 5’6, |'m not the tallest chick in 
the room, but | am the curviest 
with the best attitude. | love relax- 
ing and chilling out to good music 
Love to cook and I'm looking for a 
mellow man for whom to cook! 
Let's see if my recipe is better than 
your mother's! 466062 

TINKERBELL SEEKS PAN 

Peter Pan, that is! I'm a lovely, little 
fairy with blue eyes and blonde 
hair, looking for some magic in my 
life. No mean Captain Hooks need 
apply! Let's go to Neverland or the 
MFA! ‘%8466076 

SMILIN’ CHICKIE 
Fun, flirty, fabulous gal, 26, seeks 
exciting young man who will be 
ready for anything! | love baseball 
games, the symphony, and nights 
on the town! If you're flexible with a 
good attitude, let's get together! 
7466017 


















Pheenix 


personals 


M - Male ¢ F - Female ¢ S - Single ¢ D - Divorced * Wi 


THIS WEEK’S TOP ANSWERS 


A Player (Male, Brookline, 29-35, Consulting) answered: 
For me, definitely a B-cup or a C, although a D is nice, 
too... and so is an A for that matter. But if | had to pick 
just one, I’d say an A to a D, depending on my mood. 
Do you fit into that scale somewhere? If so, write back! 


ARE YOU INTERESTED? 
Pretty, funny, intelligent 22-year 
old SBF, 5'4”, wondering where 
the nice guys are. | like movies 
reading, sports, and dining out 
Looking for an honest gentleman 
21-25, to share interests, date 
and have a good time. 4466819 
ZANY BRAINY GIRL 
But | still love to party! Super tall 
goofy bespectacled girl, 22, into 
Modest Mouse and creating 
homemade Italian dishes. Looking 
for a hot boy to party with and grab 
coffee in the morning. 4477993 
ROMANTIC ASIAN GAL 
Petite SAF, 25, looking for love 
With a sexy smile and a sensitive 
personality, you'll fall head over 
heels. Plus | make wicked good 
flan for dessert! 4477998 
SEXY GREEK GODDESS 
Seeking my god. I'm a sweet 
considerate romantic girl, 22 
looking for the same in a man. He 
has to be giggly, funny, and 
sweet. He should love to spend 
time together no matter what we 
do...even be sick together and 
eat soup! 4478008 
COLD AS ICE 
Bionde hair, blue eyes, flirty and 
outgoing - what more could you 
ask for?! 22 year old Michael 
Jackson fan seeking men to wrap 
round my little finger. 4478015 
A GIVING MAN 
Beautiful sexy 4’11 SF, 21, is look 
ing for a giving man. So if you like 
to eat asian food, are tall and inter 
ested in a casual fling and/or the 
love of your life pick up your phone 
now. 4478109 
FUN SEEKER 
This funny, serious, and often shy 
blue-eyed blonde bombshell, 5'7 
25 years old is looking for long 
walks, laughs, and TONS of fun 
Do you have what it takes? | enjoy 
asian food and REM. 8478113 
AWESOME BACK RUBS 
Sexy, curvy SWF, 25, 5'7”, piercing 
blue eyes. | am an excellent cook 
and love animals. | give the best 
back rubs you'll ever encounter. 
478120 
INDIAN BOMBSHELL 
Tall, leggy, thin and funny SF, 5'10. 
18 years old is looking for a toned 
handsome man with nice eyes and 
taller than 6’. Into reggae music. 
movies, shopping and soul food 
9478122 
OUTGOING AND FUN 
Fun loving, outgoing blonde SF 
34, 5'4 and thin, seeking a gor- 
geous tall man. This sponta- 
neous woman loves adventure 
478126 


Ask Anything 


Real-time Guide to Relationships 


An Intellectual Guy (Beacon Hill, 36-45, Financial / 
Banking) answered: 
I'm a fan of small to mid-size. Somehow, they 
just taste better. 


A Guy Critical (Brighton, 22-25, Advertising) answered: 
No such thing. A woman that presents her breasts just 
as they are (i.e., no push-ups and tinkering and false 
advertising) is best. A great-looking girl with small 
breasts is a great-looking girl. Believe me, god knows 
what he's doing. 


A Life of The Party (Male, Arlington, 22-25, Managerial) answered: 
Some guys like ‘em bigger than a breadbox; others want 
‘em thinner than a slice of bread. Beyond that, nearly all 
guys prefer natural breasts, so be happy with whatever 
you've been blessed with. Now, if | could just figure out 
whether women really care about my "cup" size... 


At The Phoenix’s Answerology, you can ask the opposite sex anything. 
To ask and answer questions yourself, and to browse over 1 million 
Q&A's, The Phoenix invites you to sign up for free by going to 
www.BostonPhoenix.com and clicking on “Love Q&A” on the left side of 
the page under “Classifieds”. 


www.BostonPhoenix.com/loveq&a. 


Www. phoenixpespie. com 


Widowed ¢ G 


by answeroclogyu 


My Cup Runneth Over 


THIS WEEK’S QUESTION 


A Sweet Sarah (Watertown, 22-25, Administrative) asked: 
What's the perfect cup size? 


To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


Gay ¢ Bi 


JUST LOOKING! 
Friendly SWF, 23, 5'6, hazel eyes 
Looking for a guy with a sweet 
smile. | like the White Stripes and 
visiting art museums. 4478134 
LATINA LOVER 
SHF, 5'6", brown hair and eyes 
radiant smile. Friends describe me 
as fabulous so you're bound to 
have a good time! | like dancing, 
clubbing and sunbathing (season- 
ally of course!). Seeking a tall, in 
shape guy with a smile to match 
mine 478140 
BUBBLY PERSONALITY 
SWF, 29, great smile! Brown hair 
and eyes. Into Whitney Houston 
Interested in meeting new people 
and visiting new places. Looking 
for a friend first...and then who 
knows? Give me 5 minutes and it 
will be for life. 4478143 
MASCULINE MAN SOUGHT 
39 year old brunette, 5’9, silly 
loyal, spontaneous and girlie 
enjoy weekends in NYC and base 
ball. | love Van Halen and Earth 
Wind & Fire. If you're a manly mar 
and looking for the love of your life 
let's talk more... 4478146 
QUIRKY GIRL FOR YOU 
Petite brown eyed brunette, 5'3, 20 
years old - looking for a short guy. 
I'm quirky and enjoy music, TV. 
and card games. 4478152 
A FUN PERSONALITY 
Sweet 21 year old looking for fun 
adventures and great times. 5'3 
nice eyes, enjoys Led Zeppelin 
and going out for drinks. What are 
you waiting for? Pick up the 
phone! 4478157 
ARE YOU A COOK? 
Do you cook? Do you like hide and 
go seek? Well this 23 yr old ener 
getic petite brunette does...and 
she wants you to play with her 
Make sure you're confident, clean 
tall with a good sense of humor 
7478163 
DUCK TOUR FOR 2? 
This quirky, blonde 25 yr old is 
looking for you. Are you funny. 
smart, and toned? Well you just 
might be the one. for her. She's 
looking for someone interested 
and interesting to share her mac n 
cheese with! 49478166 
CHICA LOCA 
Tall latina with a sexy body and 
beautiful brown eyes seeking a hot 
Italian guy. Shorter guys get extra 
points. You should be smart and 
make me feel good. 47478168 
POSITIVE AND UPBEAT 
This blonde 47 year old SF with a 
great smile is looking for true love 
Likes include Ray Charles, gour 
met food and skiing. Seeking a tall 
loyal man. £%478180 









































Bisexual ¢ W 


White ¢ B 


CURVACEOUS BABE 
This SF 28 years old, 5’6 is look 
ing for a dark haired, tall guy who 
loves to smile and have fun. De 
you have what it takes? Are you 
ready for a fun loving, adventurous 
girl who lives to party? 7478186 
LIFE 1S TOO SHORT.. 
Life is too short so have fun! That's 
the motto of this 21 year old, green 
eyed blonde. She's looking for a 
tall, dark, and fit man to be the love 
of her live. Don't apply unless you 
can cook. #478191 
ARE YOU READY? 
Are you ready for this fun loving 
5'2 brunette? This brown eyed 
beauty is looking for a tall, hand 
some man to play with. Into G 
Love, playing scrabble and shop 


Could you be tl 


f 
478199 





MS. THING 


outgoing, smart blac 


Beautiful 
mother, a young looking 50 





or BM aged 35-5 ike chill 





} to the sounds of Nas, playing 
poker and steak & lobster. You be 


employed and over 6. tal 
478203 

ON THE PROWL 
Are you interesting in just dating? 





Well this 5'10”, 24 year old outgo- 
ing SF is looking for you. You be 







tall, dark, f and spontaneous 
like football, steak, hip hop & guys 
that smoke cigars. 49478207 
JUST CONVERSATIONAL 
This beautiful 5'7, 34 yr old female 
with luscious lips is looking for a 
friendly conversation and it uld 
be with you. If you’re hon 





sitive, and honorable, that is 
talk over steak and a game 
pool. #2478211 
A VERY GOOD TIME 
ike to have fun and go to the 
gym. | enjoy poker & Kenny 
Chesney am 5'3 
blonde haired and 21 y 
you like to party, don't hesitate, cal 
me now. €478214 
YOU HAVEN'T MET. 
You haven't met crazy until 
you've met me. I'm 5'1, 25 years 
old, and single looking for the 
love of my life. If you're tall, hand 
some, quiet, and LOVE straw- 
berries and whipped cream...call 
me. 478217 
I'M YOURS... 
I'm a 5'4 SF looking for a guy with 
a dog and a fridge stocked with 
beer and pizza. If you're tall, funny. 
and rich please apply for the job. 
The only obstacle...you have to 
ike my mom. 478224 
MISCHIEVOUS SPRITE 
Playful, fit, spirited SWF, 36, seeks 
adventurous soulmate and friend 
am holistic, creative, courageous 
and kind. Also goofy and smart 
Walks and long conversation are 
my thing. Looking fora very good 
man. %477640 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 
SWF, 53, Leo, N/S, seeks 
secure, handsome WM, mid-50s. 
N/S, who likes dining and dancing 
7504080 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 
SWF, 61, 5'2”, slender, outgoing 
honest, sincere, caring, romantic 
no children, enjoys dancing, walk- 
ing, dining out, movies, travel 
Seeks SWM, 62-72, attractive, tall 
honest, caring for meaningful rela- 
tionship. 49412673 
GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 
Loving and being loved is the 
greatest gift of all. Cute, passion- 
ate, widowed WF, seeks spirited 
Santa, 59+, with whom to enjoy 
the holidays. 49267095 
THE SWEETEST THING 
Attractive SWF, 52, 5'4”, with hazel 
eyes and a light complexion, is in 
search of a man for dining, the 
beach and more. #428788 
PROVIDENCE WITCH 
40-year-old cute red-headed 
woman looking for fun new friends 
into music, metaphysics, majick 
green things, romance and adven- 
ture. All stable, mature, silly, cool 
creative, goddess loving men wel 
come to apply. 4#410726 
NEW TO PROVIDENCE 
Do you have a(n): sense of the 
absurd (e.g., “The Office”); bond 
with dogs/cats; probing intelli- 
gence; appreciation of well- 
informed conversation? Ener- 
getic, fun, passionate, 5'8” 40+ 
writer seeks 10+/30+ unin 
dicted co-conspirator to show 
me Providence and environs 
B 289638 


OFF CENTER HUMOR 
SWM, 26, 6’, brown/green, listens 
to Faith No more. § ng SWF 
with oddball sense of humor as 
well, who can make me laugh. 21 
30. 4988762 
SQUEAKY CLEAN! 
young 46, muscular 5'9 
180ibs, in shape Army veterar 
jogger, seeks woman, 25-49, for 
mutual pleasure. Your limits res 
pected. 627560 
EASYGOING, NO NONSENSE 
DWM, 31, with 3 beautiful kids 
watcr 
yame or race or 
n the gym. Seeking W/HF 


T 

















SWM 










CONNECTION 


na 





bes you. H4é 
JAZZ LOVER 





African American/Black @ H - Hispanic 


To use your Credit card call 


617-450-8620 





WORTH THE WAIT 
The one that you've been waiting 
for, who has everything you've 
been looking for. WM, 26, seeking 
SF, 18-35, for dating. #522595 

WE LOVE BACH 
Share that love for one from which 
there springs wide-love for all 
Tender/passionate WM, 50s, tall 
thin, enjoys baroque music, se 
shores, forests, science, literature 
PBS/NPR, friends, etc. idealistic 
natural, trim optimist, please grace 
my arm? 470424 

DO WHAT THOU WILT 
SWM, 26, student of Crowley. 
Goiden Dawn, different mystery 
schools, looking for a partner in 
crime. Could you be my Scarlet 
Woman? 517734 
FIT GUY LOOKING 4 











fit Eneraetic. hor 
gir ergetic r 
trous SM. 36. new to the m 
king f 28 r 
Jancir ynversation and f 


spontaneous fun. #952523 
START SLOWLY 


Healthy SWM, 52 






nnrt 
sports 





weekends 


ng. 978525 
SPICY MEATBALL 


sddly 39, 6’, dark 





nthe dark . 9! 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
SM 2 t Jent. new in town w 


ng tc 
hearted SM. tc e 
talks and good times. 524037 


LOVES ECLECTIC MUSIC 





ng zht 


f ist 
riendshir 








Mature 50-something man seeks 
company of a younger woman for 
fun and companionship. Intel 


gent lessional, handsome and 
fit, seeking petite, attractive, intelli 
gent woman. Willing to exchange 
pictures. 49501344 
LOVES TO LISTEN 

ymmunication is key in any 
tionship and | am a great lis 
tener and compromiser ets 
travel and explore ne S 
while creating a 
trust and sir 


romantic! 5 











2 


22062 
COULD IT BE ME? 
Freelance graphic designer and 

artist, 35, 5'8", brownt 







ndie and foreign films, sus 
tography. Seeking a woman, 25 
38 similar appreciations 





& TOGETHERNESS 


SWM, 5'9”, 47, 1801 
age looks, very ca 


ed person 









dling. Employed as a cook 
Looking for a SWF 40: 
ilar interests for one 
term relationship, or possible mar 
riage. 521487 
CATCH OF THE DAY 
SWM, 24, stable, looking for sexy 
girl to go out to dinner, see a 
movie, hit the clubs, get to know. If 
you would like to get to know me 
leave a message. 49522262 
TAKE A CHANCE 
Strong and silent type gentleman 
late 40s, seeks a woman, 36-45 
to share a good cup of coffee 
7531337 
GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Zen student, 46, big, tall and 
blonde, seeks classical counter- 
part for fun and reflection. | have 
artistic eyes, and a musical ear 
Smoking is OK. Be the voice of 








reason, beauty, and wonder 
7526632 
ENLIGHTENED SCIENTIST 


Do you like sushi? How about 
yoga? Are you a progressive 
young woman with good self- 
esteem? If so, you are the one for 
me! I'm a tall, blond scientist who 
is ready to try an experiment in 
love! Call me! 48521987 
LET'S MEET 
Single and sarcastic, 25, seeking 
his counterpart ina confident, cur 
vaceous woman, 18-28, N/S, for 
conversation, shared interests 
maybe more. 4529355 
DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE 

Let me cure all that ails you! | am 
an MOD., looking for some 
romance when I’m not on call! | 
love good, sloppy BBQ and a great 
smile on a girl with a good person 








ality! Call me Doctor Love! 
522015 — 
READY TO TRY AGAIN 
or Kk int d ating 
1g for a blue-eyed 





39-49, physically 


n. and can love 








and you 


ALOT TO OFFER 


Tries to see the t 





OLD-FASHIONED VALUES 
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Bs: 
BREAKIN’ BOARDS 4 LUV 





¢ A - Asian e J - Jewish ¢ ( 






To listen and respond 
from any phone. 


CIRCLE THIS AD 





f enterprise, energy, versa 
tility. Ambitious, optimistic, hon 
orable SWM, 50, witt 

agerr to experience be 
yond the familiar, seeking a SF 


on the same wavelengtt 





SINGLE & SOULFUL 
am a Brazilian guy, trying t 


that perfect 





eone am a ger 




















tlemar eves in treating a 
lady the wa Sf eat 
ed- like a pr t 
and open the door 
522056 
CHUCKLE WITH ME 
I'm 29-year-old, fur vir ju 
who loves tc augt 
ay t 
hair t 
and ar KING 1 
COULD IT BE ME? 
Well-educated professional SAF 
ae OF 
a: 281 
JUST WANT TO BE HAPPY 
morrow | would like to drive to a 
ar 
ar 
f 
jive 
) cr ar 
fe brings t 5 awn 





tall, hazel eyes, a 
526814 
TAKE A CHANCE 










SHOW YOURS 


AMA 
WN 











ONE OF A KIND 
Fit, fun-loving SWM, 43, like 
snd g 


ies. Se 











able, friendly f 
to laugh. Possibly lear 
If together? 4999039 








am a leg guy.so if you 


have a shapely pair, it's 


a DIG plus 
7539665 
SAVE ME 
47-year-old DWM, 6'1", 200lbs 
talian, in search of one j0o0d 
woman to save me from work 





myself to death. Must be passion- 
ate, have a slender figure and love 
to hold hands. 9208407 
GOOD-LOOKING TEACHER 

Good guy, good-looking high 
school teacher/coach, 34, very 
athletic, keep in very good shape 
6'1", 180lbs, divorced w/one child 
seeking good-looking, fun gir 
272900 

ALOT TO OFFER 
if | miss you when you are gone 
then it is love. SWM, 56, seeking a 
SWF, 41-45, who is adventurous 
has a good sense of humor, an 
pen mind, would like to hold 
hands t 


535 





Jer the stars at nigh 





QD ir ALL THE WORLD'S 
a Stage, will you shakily act a role 
Whether you play 


tend, singin’ the 






When roads dive ay 
To what end?” ¢ se 
something like a s' SWM, 4 


seeks SF, 24-44. 255848 
BLACK MAN FOR LOVE 


Male in his 30s, non-smoker, 6 








180lbs, romantic, good-looking 
st, sincere, caring, D/D-free 
al drinker. Seeking SB 
romantic 
who knows how to please 








rea 35 





888 
NOT A COUCH POTATO! 
Me: 35. in shape, 6’, blue-« 








BORED IN BOSTON 


| 268061 
COULD IT BE ME? 


ik 








Christian ¢ D D-free Dr ic 


To place your ad call 


617-450-8761 


OUTDOORSY GUY 
non-smoker, outdoorsy guy, wh 
kes to travel ar t 






any kind 








woman betwee 
and 35 am 30). Please t 
smoking. with no kids 
with a hispanic background. Let's 





30 out to dinner, cuz I'll admit it 
an't cook! 518936 

KIND AND FUNN 
am a teacher that loves a’ 
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black/browr 





ve. 518944 
DANCE WITH ME 






















ance! BHP5 189¢ 
CAPTAIN OF MY DESTINY 
Easy going, nice, shy teacher, that 
j i 
5 att 
ar qua ve ] ySe k 
nd easy g g. 7519048 
HEALTHY YOUNG GUY 
i ’ 1 
ew ) 
STIMULATE YOUR MIND 
a % 
37, and share life’s experien 
88289! 
MUTUAL RELAXATION 
1 shape Scier 
eni . nigfictsee ages 
talks 2 y J a wart Tvy 
staurateur? EP95; 
SINGLE IN THE CITY 


you King 4 





STONEHAM AREA 


3M 8 moker, seek 





igs. 117512 
CAN YOU LIGHT MY FIRE? 


SI 











4 good time! #209854 
GENTLE TOUCH 





84E 
OUTDOORSMAN 
Easygoing juy, 4 


smoker, who enjc 


AS 





ross-country s 


gardening, muc 


to meet petite 
37-45, with similar interests 
216038 


WITTY BACHELOR 
Professional SWM, 36, seeks 
petite SAF, 24-39, into CD/rec 
hunting, the Red Sox, movies 
learning new words. Let's have 
some laughs and see what comes 
of it. 2884278 

HANDSOME ITALIAN 
SWM, 26, 58", brown/browr 
Scorpio, non-smoker, love: 
mu playing guitar, movies 
Seeking sweet fun SWF, 20 
28, D/D-free, for possible long-term 
relationship. Cambridge. Somer 
ville. 4978333 
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900509 
SEEKING ASIAN LADY 
SW\, 6’, 200ibs, brown hair, blue 









mee 
ad 
relationship 262426 
GREAT COMPANION 
Sweet and sexy 37-year-old attor 
ney, loves drivir * a 
lake with tha : 
making shrim eng 
ng you to Scrabt Seeking tall 
fit. thin and fur ja h grea 
triple W { < ie 
Th 26 :) 





ec 2684 
GENUINELY NICE GUY 
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PERSONAL TRAINER 
Black male, 43 ", gentlemar 
would like to meet a fu jureo 
[ Tt 
CALL ME 
all, romantic, handsome 


nal SWM, 35, 6'1", dark/dark 


ms 
SPIRITUAL 


DOES SHE EXIST? 


40149; 
INTROSPECTIVE 


fa 404 
SUNRISE OVER BOSTON 


NICE ITALIAN GUY 


WM, 44, ¢ king 
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COLLEGE PROFESSOR 








ng term relat onship. #9 
LOVES LIFE, OUTGOING 
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es. 41 
BABY-FACED GUY 





5, British ty 416556 
ADVENTUROUS, MEDIA 
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ally fit, SM, 48, seek 
| Stylish female partner 
ycial/business events 
larvelous dinners 
sation, 35-45, athiet 
yn and off tennis 
inks. Long-term relationshig 
tions. 4423216 
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FREE MALE 
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to late 30s. f Jat 
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NO COMMITMENT 
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To listen and respond call 
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Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 








rade player a 


“BE MY GINGER ROGERS 


997916 


well-built man with browr 





lu 
ack hair 
who will be r 





746604 


» 


MARRIAGE WITH NO SEX 


"PRES OF COMPANY 


n and pop music listenin 








give it a go? 51881 











TRAVEL PARTNER 


-year old protessioné WM 
f 


ke a princess! @9564416 














PETITE WOMAN WANTED 


44, 5'9", fit 


PhD, entrepreneur 





g-term relationship P51 
PATRIOTS ON SUNDAYS. 
yoks like 2 OKING 

nan who w 





MEN SEEKING 
if a MEN 3a 


é 


EXTRA LARGE 


M 
rae SB/HN 


king for extra larg 








dybuilder. Thir ear 
- ph 9 
BLUE-COLLAR BRO 
ee ee 
ar type of guy sé 
NM for friendship 509 
TAKE A CHANCE 
CAPPUCCINO, ANYONE? 
vey 499 
SEEKING WEEKDAY PAL 
LET'S MEET 


BRITISH-AMERICAN WM 
e 9! 


36 DECEMBER 3, 











2004 








7425595 5 
Panag np AND ae 





é wel re 489464 x 
LOVE CONNECTION 
ving GM. 42. 6. Fr 





with s Sir 


SWM 


to s 
arts. 
expe 


Been 
GWM of 


working Out but | a 
0king for a se 
okers need r 


ki, cy 
mo 
rien 


there ar 


2S 





7519821 


Antique GWM, cc 


woul 


who i 
who is 














10 back 
like mind 





INTERRACIAL LOVER 





S, lean bod’ 
into co 






(calls cost $2.19/min) 





RB 


ilar interests. oe 18939 
HELLO THERE! 


y 


A versatile fr 


ASIAN ALERT 





id like t 








a compute 





RUGGED WARRIOR? 
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To use your credit card call 


617-450-8620 


To listen and respond 
from any phone. 





friendshir nd good times 


KINDRED SPIRIT 
mpassionate, active WM ) 
185Ibs jray-biond hair 
seeks f nasculine inself 
tered WM, 30-55, for deep happi 
ness in sharing life's wonders. Arts 
and outdoors. 491932¢€ 
OLDER FOR YOUNGER 
WM, 42 11", brown/green 
hairy, good sense yr, loves 
80s hair me 
beach, will 
Seeking younger GM, 18+, with 








ng for anyone 






boyish looks. Asian or long hair a 
plus. 49242144 
| AM WHO | AM 
am seeking a quietly feminine 
effeminate CD or TV who enjoys 
ners, movies, theatre, musi 
weekends planned together. | am 
an ex-Marir T ( 
hape. | am for rez c 
eplies 


term relationship. S 
nly. 48947699 
FOOTBALL JOCK BUILD 
Attractive, 30-year-old GWM, 5'9 
190Ibs, football jock build, profes 
Seeking taller GWM, 20 
and fun. No games 





siona 


40, f Ove 





“FRAMINGHAM MALE 
10lbs, exercises re 
rts. music. Seek 





993438 
LIFE IN THE OLD BOY 











Enjoys 
walking, classic mov 
jark are pluses. 77257837 
CREATIVE COMPANION 
Youthful, energetic, loving, stable 
GWM, 53, trim, healthy, many 
nterests. Seeks honest long-term 
relationship with romantic, caring 
fun, fit GM, 30-45. Not into scene 





Love movies, music, arts, travel 
239820 
GOOD TIMES WANTED 
BiWM, 39, blond hair, 220!bs, likes 
action mo working out 





Wants to m fr good 





times. Be he for 
friendship f ng ela 
tionship. 4838122 
MOHEGAN SUN? 
slean-cut 
5’7 45I1b 
pretty ew 
ar, att juy 








3 WM, for ff 
possibly more. Athletic 
guys only. 4898896 

MAKE ME LAUGH 


3000-looking, } professiona 






can ° Nortr 





jookir 1g to enjoy life with 

and race unimportant 
Just looking to e njoy each others 
ompé 437736 








“BuDdy WANTED! 


8 brown/brown 








4 ar 1 
a's for later. Not into 
E4846 
CHECK ME OUT 
WN 4 smoker oves 
ris a anyth P 
SEEKS SHE-MALE 
ea. 4553 
SPONTANEOUS SPIRIT 
oa 
NEED SOME LOVIN 
421 
HOW ABOUT DINNER? 
ma 
roe 1147 














White e B - African 


FRIENDS FIRST 
SWF, 22, artsy, intelligent, raur 





y sense ¢ ymor ite, seek 
ng open-minded female wt 
onversat 
ut or staying in. Frier 
more possible. Size, race unim 
ortant. 7222596 
A NICE SMILE 


seeks same 


oys movies 





GF, 50+ 
sere, caring heart 
mor a must, for 





indship 





neham. 
preferred 


QUIET HOMEBODY 
29, 5'3", Gemini, lox 
meet nice woman 
friendship, laughs 
new experiences. Interests in 

ude Tori Amos, scrap-booking 
jining out, spending time with 
triends. 4824911 

COFFEE IN CAMBRIDGE? 

iWF, 60. passionate about 
teaching, seeks educated f rofes 
sional into reading, indie films 
shopping, exploring new places 
251682 

ARE YOU NORMAL? 


Strawberry b 


GWF king t 


good times 


londe, 5'€ toned 








ikes to dance 2S ats 
mantic 7 eeks 
-B male 
26902 ‘ ; 

HALF HIPSTER, HALF vedas 
Museum girl, 33, silly vert 
e you get to know me, enjoys 





PBS, PBR, chocolate cake, the 


Red Sox, Wilco, and making 





ROMANCE AWAITS 
Considerate GWF, 45 


seeks 
attractive, honest, romantic SF 
non-smoker, to share long walks 
good times, friendship and fun 
possible long-term relationship. 
7847134 
FRIENDLY GIRL 

GBF, easy conversationalist 
romantic, likes cuddling, vaca- 
tion, watching movies on a rainy 
day, watching the beauty in your 
eyes expressing the love for life 
you feel. L ooking for companion 

over, friend. #251996 

SEEKS pst gv LIFE 
WF 


















6 ute, fit ves nature 
)utdoors, Movies, Mus spiritu- 
ai/New Age thought eking 
onnectic fc L Jating 
romanc > of 
humor a plus 93953 
KID-AT-HEART. 
still believes in magic at 58 
Enjoys most everything. Just be 
yourself and leave a phone num- 
and will cal 1d tell Bi, L 
€ about myself. 2116 
BEST THING SINCE... 
Jé chocolate! Sweet hart 
SWF 44, by day works in Un- 
versity night acoust 





ve good 
in & serious movies 
biking ve music 
activism. Seek thoughtfu 
ative king non-smokir 


drinking GF for dating, hopefully 
more #267686 

MARTHA SIEWANT - 
GWE $C vt 


GWF. if yo 





thing! 4968614 
TIRED OF DINNER FOR ° 1? 


am! Blue 


“eyed GWF 35, brown- 





READY TO SHARE 
Tall GBF 46 


height/weight pro 





vANTO THE ARTS 


Friendly, warm female, 22, 5'6 
nded ite je 





an {ship orr nore at 
PRETTY — EYES 


40-year-old BiWF fron 





r adventures. B41 


SMART & 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 





 42232¢ 
BEAUTIFUL BIWF 4 SAME 
: ; 
king 





cussior 
433144 


NEWS & FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


American 


with sin- 
sense of hu- 





snare 











To place your ad call 


617-450-8761 


Phoenix 


personals 





Black ¢ H 


ARE YOU MY SOULMATE? 


king for a femme womar 
0 talk with and g it arn 
Methuen. Come on. let's give it 
try. 457394 


LOVABLE LEO 
GWF AQish 
brunette/haze jreat 








seekir 








friends are 





@ 46106 
AWAITING MY EQUAL 
Professional GF, 5'8”", with great 
sense of humor, very beautifu 
sexy, intelligent, femme, outgo- 
ing, and spontaneous, seeks 
honest, open femme woman 
g to meet me halfway, with 
beauty, quality, intelligence, who 
enjoys just sitting around watch 
g_tv and laughing. M496864 
CUTE TOMBOY. 

Now available on DVD! 43-year 
old GF, 5’4”, green eyes, (friends 




















would j 

Bates 

the beach, “Once Upon a Time in 
Mexico,” dining Looking to 
Jate short, cu dark-haired 
wc who ikes tomboys 
7206584 


TRUE SINCERE WOMAN 
Compassionate woman, strong 
valued in principles, seeks same 
30s), beautiful, warm, gracious 
yent, mature lassy, sin 
sere, feminine lady respons 


her ability to love and care for 








rs. 458206 
PARTNER IN CRIME 
Attractive. educated. edventur 
U 5 Jibs t 








food m creativity 
ng, Foxwo' having fur 
Seeking Sagtinalog with down-to 
earth wed tay DIT pen-minded 
SF. 92272 


FaEE SPIRIT 
ve, mature GWF, 28, 5'8 
D/D-free, seeks GWF. 
25-41, feminine, attractive, fit 
creative, outgoing, for a commit- 
ted relationship. #484542 
WARM & INVITING SMILE 
Independent, funny, romantic 
GBF, 30, 5'4”, well-rounded per- 
sonality, child care professional 
poet, curvaceous, free-spirited 
assical, jazz, R&B, Nina 
Simone fan. Looking for a Prov- 
woman to appreciate 
these qualities. 7259590 
SWEET, WHOLESOME FEM 
seeks tomboy or soft butch for 
ng, day trips, friendsihp 
é ore. Must be D/D-free and 
non-smoker. 4268593 
NO CLUE 
st time doing this. GWF, 38 
looking for femme 
ikes change and growth. N/S 
N/D, N/Drugs. 4416692 
SNUGGLER NEEDED 
am a 22- year- old female with 


Attract 
fit, N/S 








oves cl 


Jen 
3ence 





28-45. who 





Wou 
likes S| ending time with me 
my son, who is also a fun, outgo 
1g snuggler. 47459835 

ISO NEW PEOPLE 












GWF, 38 years Brow 
br rown petite fem/tomboy, 5'3 
1 ibs. Looking to meet ne 
people and possibly na t 


nterests include live mu: 
art, movies the rest of 
ife’s little pleasures. Would love 
to hear from you. 4435150 
ITIS TIME 


GBF 28, beer 





lor 








> the ci 

| enjoy bowling, movies 

long walks. Interested in 

friendship and exploring the 

possibility of more. 4469314 
ASIAN CUTIE PIE 







SAF. 27 slim. enj 
ing, walking, playing T 
thany Dillon & | S 
Seekir a 
onversation, maybe more 
482351 


MY RED HAIR 





1 SPY 
OF Minnineiiiel 








HER AND ME 
We were in a clothing store 
downtown. You complimented a 
ece of jewelr 
You are gorgeous! Lets have a 
jrink. 4498451 


NEW patengeset HALLOWEEN? 


dands 








andscape er 
e talk? 9514 
NEW ORLEANS 
f a: ner € 
k? 9519051 
WHERE DO YOU GO? 
We used to cross path here and 
here for years until yc ) 
t while 7 id € 
k? 4 


SMILEY SEEKS KRISTEN 


MA PACKER 
FANS IN GB 10/3 





Hispanic e A - Asie 


sease Free ¢ WLTM - Woul 


Love 


mail@savagelove.net 


- Christian ¢ D/D-free - Druag+D 


Savage 


BY DAN SAVAGE 
Coming along 

Dear Readers: a few weeks back, | printed a letter from Mutilated and Comeless 
(MAC), a 24-year-old who had lost the head of his penis — the glans — as an infant 
in a botched circumcision. MAC hasn’t had an orgasm since he was 16 years old, and 
the few women he’s slept with as an adult either didn’t notice his condition — and 
the fact that he didn’t climax — or ran screaming when they got a look at his cock. 
He thought getting head, ironically enough, might help him get off, but he couldn't 
bring himself to ask anyone to suck what was left of his dick. 

| was so traumatized by MAC’s predicament that | punted the question to my read- 
ers. Tons of e-mail poured in, offering everything from tips on varsity-level techniques 
that might get MAC off to solid relationship advice from women who've been there. 
Here’s a selection of the best e-mails: 


ish eC 


an @ J - JEW 


























It surprised me when you were left without a suitable suggestion for our poor friend 
MAC. As a sex-advice columnist and especially as a gay man, | thought for sure the 
answer would be immediate. Though he is straight and may be opposed to anal play, 
as an unfortunate proportion of straight men are, men without regular orgasms often 
become desperate creatures and do things they normally wouldn't. | would encourage 
him to go for the direct route and find some really cool chick who'll shove a finger 
right up his ass. | know I've had partners come, without me even touching their penis- 
es, when my cock, a finger, or a toy wound up in their asses. Believe me, there are 
chicks out there willing to do these things for him. 












Feeling His Pain 







| used to work at a ritzy sex shop and occasionally would talk to or hear about 
women and men with nerve damage to their genitals. MAC’s story is a little different, 
but it boils down to not being able to feel much. A common solution was usually to 
combine a few toys to get the maximum effect. MAC might want to try a masturbation 
sleeve. There are tons of them out there — stores like Good Vibrations, Blowfish, Toys 
in Babeland, and Grand Opening have a wide variety. By playing around with a sleeve 
and his prostate, he may be able to get off. 










Trying To Help the Comeless 










MAC should try a technique independent of penile stimulation to achieve an (often 
even-more-powerful) orgasm, one that has been used to pleasure paraplegic males for 
many years: milking the prostate. 






Now Enjoying Milked Orgasms 









MAC's problem can be solved by everyone's best friend: drugs! Maybe experiment- 
ing with Viagra and the like, and possibly Wellbutrin (an antidepressant that increases 
sex drive and sometimes enhances sex) could help MAC reach orgasm. 






Drug Lover 






MAC should see a physician. A urologist may help, but a plastic surgeon specializ- 
ing in gender reassignment may be ideal. During gender-reassignment surgery, the 
head of the penis is converted to a clit or vice versa, so these surgeons have a lot of 
experience working with and preserving the relevant nerves and tissues. This guy (ran- 
domly found on the Web) may be worth chatting up: www.altermd.com. At the very 
least, the photos on his site are educational. 









Happy To Help 






Something I've recently taken an interest in might be the answer for MAC: electro- 
stimulation. There are units that you can buy that use electrodes to “zap” the sensi- 
tive bits of the body. One set-up I've seen involves a ring that encircles the base of 
the penis and another that goes around the shaft. By all accounts, the pleasure de- 
rived can be extremely intense, because it provides such a direct stimulation of the 


nerves. In some cases men can achieve orgasm in seconds with this set-up. 
Withhold My Name 










if | knew and liked MAC and wanted to have sex with him, his mutilated condition 
would certainly not alter my decision, and | would be more than willing to provide 
lengthy oral-sex sessions in the hopes of making the poor guy come — assuming | 
had been forewarned, that is. MAC doesn’t say whether or not he informs his sex part- 
ners about his penis before they get a chance to actually see it; he even mentions 
that women sometimes find out about it after sex, which leads me to believe he does- 
n't tell them ahead of time. It must be very awkward to bring something like that up, 
and doing so might deprive him of some sexual opportunities, but eventually he'll 
meet a woman who hasn't forgotten the goddamn golden rule, and when he tells her, 
she'll happily suck away at his dick until she makes him come. 













Do Unto Others 






My boyfriend is in his early 30s and completely impotent due to diabetes and a ge- 
netic heart condition. His penis is still very sensitive and he loves to have it sucked, 
but it’s never more than slightly firmish. There is nothing he can do about it, his heart 
just doesn’t work, so his dick doesn’t get hard anymore. We messed around the night 
we met and he knocked my socks off by eating my pussy in ways that were just amaz- 
ing. He wore me out! On the phone calls and in e-mails, he won me over with his 
wonderful personality. He sent me sweet e-mails and did everything right. Then about 
three weeks into our relationship, he told me about his dick, and while | was a little 
hesitant, | sucked it and saw how happy it made him even though it wasn't rock hard. 
He had been making me happy (sexually and other ways) for a while and | was excit- 
ed to make him happy. Now | don't care that his dick isn’t Sgt. Rock. If | need to be 
fucked, he has a wonderful strap-on we bought together that he loves to use on me. 

So my advice for MAC is this: learn how to eat pussy and eat it well. Buy books, 
ask around. Maybe you could practice on a few supportive and open-minded female 
friends. By the time you show your next girlfriend your dick, she'll already adore you 
so much she'll be willing to work with you. And if someone is really grossed out or put 
off by it and won't suck you off, dump the bitch. That's what my boyfriend used to do. 
Eventually you'll hit pay dirt. 




















Happy in Madison 






| have incredible sympathy for MAC. I'm a transsexual man (formerly a woman), 
and can identify because | have no dick. | could not fathom entering the dating scene 
and dealing with vapid people who give two shits about what’s between your legs. 
Luckily, | have a loving, compassionate GF who doesn't care that | don’t have a cock. 
We make do with what we’ve got, and despite it all we share a strong, understanding 
love. So my advice for MAC is to keep searching. Someone out there won't be re- 
pulsed by his dick and will be willing to put in time and effort and love to get him off. 
Anyone who runs away is not worth it anyway. Remember that, MAC. * 
C.J. 
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Real Estate 


great places to live | place an ad call 617.859.3300 today! 
email: classifieds@phx.com | www.thephoenix.com 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 





BPPORTUNITY 
Estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the 


All Real 


Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limi 


tation, or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin, or an intention 


to make any such preference 
limitation, or discrimination 

This newspaper will not know 
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwell- 
ings advertised in this newspa 
per are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. Any home 
seeker who feels he or she has 
encountered discrimination 
should contact the HUD Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity 
Office, 10 Causeway St., Room 
308, Boston, MA 02222 

(617) 565-5304 


ASAE 
Apartments/ 


Rentais 
BACK BAY 


St. Botolph Area 
Studios & 1 BR available 
Some w/HWF. Utils incl 
In house laundry, no fee 

$795-$1,135 based on income 
617-267-8433 
FEDERAL MANAGEMENT 


wN 
o 


ALLSTON $1500, Two 
bedroom(s)- Call 201-845-7300 
Or visit www.sublet.com/phx.asp 

















ALLSTON 


Lorraine Terrace 
Apts(Kelton St) Near 
Brookline line, 3 BD with 

modern K&B with D/D, new 
carpet in bedroom, hard- 
wood floors in L/R NO FEE! 


Also 2.5 BD (2 Lg BD w/ 1 
sm that can be used as 
office) 

www.bdg1.com 

or 617 332 6400 x18 





ARLINGTON Great 2 room stu 
dio in ARLINGTON CENTER 
hardwood floors, heat & water 
included and laundry next door 
$850. 1 BR in CENTER, heat 
and hot water included, 1 car 
parking included $1050; Spa- 
cious and sunny 3 BR house 
hardwood floors, 1 car parking 
included $1,500 

MANY NO FEE-1/2 FEE AVAIL 





1735 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


(617) 868-0033 


www.metrorealtycorp.com 


BACK BAY Studio $940 NO 
BROKER FEE Good size studio 
apt located in the middie of 
everything, close to T lines 
shopping and entertainment! 
Grand Central Apartments 
Open on Weekends 617-342- 
7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


BOSTON 
Emerson Place Apts 

Spacious 1 and 2 bdrs, heat 
hot water, gas cooking & A/C 
included. day concierge, river 
views available, state-of-the art 
laundry facility in each building 
24 hr onsite emergency main- 
tenance team, hardwood floors 
& renovated kitchens. Walking 
distance to MBTA. Cats wel- 
come. Enclosed parking avail- 
able. Specials for immediate 
move-in! Call for appointment 
617-742-2925 


In the heart of the city 


..lies an oasis of lush green grass, flower lined walkways 
and shady trees. Markets, restaurants and shops of all 
kinds are tucked into 48 beautiful acres. Towers rise 
from the thick green to stand proud in the city’s skyline. 
Your interior space is luxurious hardwood and sunshine. 
And your private balcony with spectacular views... 


iS an oasis. 


Live in Boston’s Premier Luxury Community...for less than you think. 


CHARLES RIVER PARK 
APARTMENTS 





BOSTON 

LONGFELLOW PLACE APTS 
Oversized 1 & 2 BDRS, 24 hr 
concierge & onsite mainte 
nance team, hardwood floors 
river & city views available, out- 
door balconies on all units, ren- 
ovated kitchens, laundry facility 
minutes from the Fleet Center & 
MBTA. Cats welcome. Garage 
parking available. Specials for 
immediate move-in! Cail for ap- 
pointment. 617-742-2925 


Brookline/Chestnut Hill 








5+rms. 2/3BR, EIK, HWF, D/D 
$1550 +utl, avail now: 4rms 
2BR, EIK, $1450+ut!, Jan. 1st 
NS. NP. Profs only 
617-277-3711 

CAMBRIDGE Sunny studi 
best location, heat and hot wa 
ter included, $950: CENTRAL 
SQUARE 1 bedroom, some see 
this steal at $1200; HARVARD 
SQUARE cute 1 BR on Mass 
Ave. $1395; Harvard Square 2 
BR in’ highrise, hardwood 


floors, heat and water included 
parking available $1500 
Spacious 3 BR in MID-CAM 
BRIDGE, heat and water in- 
cluded $1800 

MANY NO FEE-1/2 FEE AVAIL 


--; METRO 


=. REALTY CORP 





1735 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


(617) 868-0033 


www.metrorealtycorp.com 


CAMBRIDGE 


2br, Tufts Area .$1100 
2br, Tufts Area $1250 
3br, Tufts Area $1500 
3br, Tufts Area $1600 
3-4br,All Util $2400 
4br, Tufts Area $2100 
4br, Tufts Area $2200 
5br, Tufts Area $2800 


(617) 623-6631 


MIRO. ti). 
eee Norton 
ERA Group 


BEAL £ETaATE 


















Studios *« 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments Townhouses and Penthouses 


> Longfellow PI 
Boston, MA 02114 
www.equityapartments.com 


ace 





617-742-2920 
Yr z5oui1" 


Sat. 10am-Spm | 
Sun. 1 4prr | 








Cambridge-Central Square 
2rm Studio, Garden unit w/ ser 
entry, heat, hot water and yard 
Avail.12/1 $975 

RE 617-787-8862 
Boston-North End 2BRs on 3- 
Levels. Harbor view from pvt 
Atrium roof deck. Avail. NOW!! 
$1800 RE 617-787-8862 





CHELSEA $1700 Twe 
bedroom(s)-Beautiful Oversized 
2bed/2 full bath. Modern Ar 


menties, High Ceiling newly 





renovated bath, large closet 
Stunning city views, 1 under 
yrou Call 201-845-730 

DAVIS SQ 2 BR 

BROKER FEE Amazir 
bedroom apt, very 

off street parking } 
steps to Davis Sq and T! Grand 
Central Apartments Oper r 
Weekends 617-3 118 





www.grandcentralapartment 


DORCHESTER 2 1 
NO BROKER FEE Gorgeous 
two bedroom apt, washer/dryer 
in the basement, street parking 
avail, all utilities included 
Grand Central Apartments 
Open on Weekends 
617-342-7118 


www.grandcentralapartments.cor 


DORCHESTER $1400, Three 
bedroom(s)-Large 3 bedrooms 
apartment on 3rd floor of a 3 
family house located on Norfolk 
street in Dorchester. Available 
December 1st 2004 for $1400 
Call 201-845-7300 or visit 


www subi 


GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


LONGWOOD STUDIO $1150 
NO BROKER FEE Gorgeous 
studio apt available in a luxury 
hi-rise building, utilites included 
steps to the Green Line T! 
Grand Central Apartments 
Open on Weekends 
617-342-7118 
www.grandcentralapartments.com 





LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 


MALDEN STUDIO $845 NO 
BROKER FEE Contemporary 
studio apt located in a quiet 
safe neighborhood, fully loaded 
unit, close to the T! 
Grand Central 
Open on weekends 
617-342-7118 
www.grandcentralapartments.com 


Apartments 


Federal 











BACK BAY 


St. Botolph Street Area 


Studios & 1 bedroom available 


Some w/HWF. Utilities include 
in house laundry, no fee. 


$795 - $1135 based on income 


617-267-8433 


Management [sess 


MALDEN-NO FEE 
clean 1 bedroom 
orange line and 
avail 12/1. $900 
Chris 781-289-5822 


} 

large | 
walk to | 
shops 





MEDFORD $2100 House 
bedroom(s)-5 bedroom Victo 
rian house, living room, kitcher 

1 1/2 bathre 


Tuff | 





n, 2 minutes from 


4 parking spac 





es, and has hardwood floors 
all 1-845-730 yr 
NEWTON 1675 hree 





bedroom NO 








NEWTON-3 
apartment plu 
house, available 
vated, new 
bathr 








newly ren 
en floor, new 
floor, located 10 min from | 
Boston and walking dis | 
tance to Busline. $2100+util 
or Best Offer. Contact Fred 
508-655-4088 or 617-787 
2370 





PARKSIDE PLACE 


Magnificent Views 
Cambridge-Large sunny, reno- 
vated 3BR, 1.5 bath, walk-in 
closets, Avail now, 24 hour con 
cierge, fitness center, toddler 
room & parking. Rent inc all 
utils, free high speed Internet & 
cable TV. $2450. NO FEE 


617-876-7979 





REVERE sh with newer 


kitchen & bath. W/D in base- 


ment, close to Blue Line 
$1150/mo. First and security. 
781-581-6323. 


SOMERVILLE DAVIS SQUARE 
studio in red brick Elevator 
building. Hardwood floors, heat 
and water included. Laundry in 
building; PROSPECT HILL 
Sunny 1 BR, Nice, hardwood 
floors, Large EIK, Heat & Water 
included, laundry on premises 
$1050; DAVIS SQUARE 1 BR 
steps to T, Nice brick building 
hardwood floors, heat & water 
included $1225; 2 BR in same 
building $1325 

MANY NO FEE-1/2 FEE AVAIL 


1735 Mass. Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


(617) 868-0033 


www.metrorealtycorp.com 


SOMERVILLE-2 BR near Port- 
er & Davis. Irg Ir, dr, w&d, no 
fee. $1600+utils 

Call 617-771-5119 


















| Pm 
















SOMERVILLE 





tbr, Stu inc ht&hw SBC 
tbr, City Ha $9: 
1br, Davis Sq inc all 

1br,Winter Hill inc ht&hw 

2br, Winter Hi $1000 
br, Da $4 
3br, Dav $14 
3dr. P. ¢ 

Abr, Da , ¢ 
Abr. Porter Sq 2 tull bath $21 

t t f $ 


(617) 623-6631 
> 


Be & Norton 
ERA Group 


MEAL ESTATE 


SOMERVILLE 


Cambridge. Medford 
Maiden, ¢ 


We Pay you to rent thru us. 


helsea., £ 


Boston 


Studio ... $750 
SOD ecscacsess . ..$900 
| Sa -$1100 
, ..$1300 
4BD......... “ $1500 


ROSS R.E. 
617-666-8188 


SOMERVILLE 


2BR, Near Union sq. hrd fl w 
fireplace. W/D. $900 p/mth (1st 
last req). Avail now 

Cali 617-504-0811 


SOUTH BOSTON 2 BR $900 
NO BROKER FEE Classic two 
bedroom apt 
brand new 

steps to the T! Grand Central 


fantastic area 


heating system 


Apartments Open on Week- 
ends 617-342-7118 


www. grandcentralapartments.com 


STRATTON WOODS 

SCARBORO-1fir,2BR 
1BA,1 Car attached,WD 
W,LR w/tfpic,$1200 
mo+utils.Call 415-3671 


WATERTOWN 2 BR $1300 NO 
BROKER FEE Newly renovated 
bedroom 


two apt, on the 


Cambrdige line, parking in 
cluded great area! Grand Cen 
tral Apartments Open on Week- 
ends 617-342-7118 


www.grandcentralapartments.com 








WOBURN $975 One 
bedroom(s)-located between |- 
93 and 1t.128/I-95 on the Wo 
burn/ Stoneham line. Well 
maintained clean/quiet court- | 
yard community. Pool in the 
summer. Two Call 201-845- 
7300 or visit www | 
| 
| 
RARE 


Real Estate for | 
Sale 


LowellLofts.com # 


978-458-0031 


CAMBRIDGE 
SUNDAY OPEN 
HOUSES 


CAMBRIDGE, Brattle Area 
7 Brewster St. 1897 sir 
Restorations 
baths 


from Cambridge 
six bdrms 
1.ft. floor 


area. Family rv 


Hire 


CAMBRIDGE 


CAMBRIDGE 
14 Linnaea 
CAMBRIDGE, Br 


CAMBRIDGE, 931 Mass A 





v. Indry. $350K 
CAMBRIDGE, 8 Field St. 2nd 
fir, 2fam. 2 br, sm. study. D 

bath-&kit. Tander 
park. $419K 
CAMBRIDGE, 16 Fainwood 
Rehab. ist fir, secluded 3far 
DR, fine kit, 2 bdrm, priv. deck 
$399.9K 


Fred Meyer, Realtor 
2000 President MA Realtors 
icensed R.E. Appraiser 
University R.E., Harvard Sq 
617-876-1200 


See ALL your choices now with 
addresses, color photos, comps 
& many video home tours 
www.cambridgecondos.com 
www.housesnearharvard.com 





LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 


PROD LEME IIE 
Sublets/ 


Temporary 
ALLSTON-Sublease 


1 B/R for sublet in 2 B/R apmt 
Newly renovated kitchen, fully 
furnished, HWD fis, big screen 
TV, enterainment ctr, HT/HW 
incld, laundry in bid, near T 
Avail: Dec 20th to May 20th. NO 
FEES. Day: 781-407-9330 
Eve: 617-872-5592 


DOWNTOWN $3450 Two 
Furnished-NEW! FURNISHED 
Gorgeous Rehab, SUNNY 
CLEAN, nr T, FULLY FUR 
NISHED. Ideal for responsible 
prof theatre actos, nearby 
medical center Call 877-367 
7368 or visit tylea Y 


SANDWICH 

HOUSE FOR RENT 
Beautiful, Well Kept 2 Bedroom 
Cape. Furnished. 1.5 Batt 
Washer & Drier. Oil Heat. Hard 
wood Floors. Ocean View. Easy 
access to Rtes 3, 6 and 495. Off 
Street Parking. Weekly Trast 
Pickup. Available Now thru 
June. $1000 per month + 

NO PETS. References Re 
quired. Call 978-263-323 
BT ad 


Vacation 
Property 


KILLINGTON Ski Club 


ick of crowded ski house 
yme join the tribe at the Kok 
ypelli inn. Seasonal share 
vate rooms w/bath. Use 
amenities! 802-236-4409 
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2A SE 
Home Buyer 


Services 


Become a Savvy 








Homebuyer 
how at our free seminar 
2 4 at 
Me 
ige 





ROOMMATES 





All Areas 


walk tod rain 


GET RESULTS! 


Make ut and 
ncrease response by including 
one of our eye catching i f 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


ARNE RSA 
Rooms Available 
BOSTON 


Martial Art Temple living 
study under Shim Gum Do 
Mind Sword Path Founding 
Master, Zen Master Chang Sik 
Kim. Spacious, clean, secure 
living near Cleveland Circle 
Private room, beautiful grounds 
Meals, utilities, training fees in 
cluded only $800/month $75 
parking!! Call Mary Stackhouse 
(617)787-1506 


*CHELSEA 
WATERFRONT* 


your ad stand 








Zen 


M to shre with M beautiful 3 f 
Condo w/waterfront view and 
bck yard. Private Room & Bth 


on sep floor. W&D in unit. $725 
incl ht, ht wtr and cable. near 
T. Avail now 617-887-1521 


SOMERVILLE: 


Rmmates wnt. ( 
ht & utils 
9-7047 





Male 
buses, no pets. $450 
W/D, 1 mth sec 
no calls after 10pm 


WEST NEWTON 


Prof M/F wanted to shr 2 bdr 
apt in 2 family house. Free off 
St. prk $600 + util. Call John 
Close to all shopping, transit 


617 859-3310 





6 625 








ALLSTON-F prof/grad wanted 
for room in renovated apt All 
ston. Victorian house near Hvd 
Biz Sch. Free street pkg, !g liv 
ing room & kitchen, sun 
storage space, interne 
ready, and fireplace. Clo: t 
Hvd Sq, Mass Pike, St 
Hvd/Comm Ave Easy access 








bus to Hvd/Centra 


v >quare 
green/red 








ines 90 per 
month + utilities. No pets 
617-499-487 
ALLSTON 
Nice 4M in 3 person apt. N 
Dus line & g > 
itils vl on 
617 476 





ARLINGTON $5¢ 


Jule 





37 
















BACK BAY 


¢ = util. 61 13 

Beaches/T/Boston close 
e/good area. Semi-furr 

846-8119 or email 





I m 


BOSTON Symphony/NU area 


jents (1 M & k 
mate } B 
apt ba } 
kit. dr iwd { 
7 N I 3 st 


BRAINTREE: shr 2BR cond 








t >4 ma? } 
jg. h t ke 
’ 
a & a 2 
a 4 4¢ 
Brighton Lady to Apar 
nt with couple $25 
ha nth, S ving 
fed. 617-734 2 
BRIGHTON-Huge 4x 1€ 1BR 





Avail in 5BR home. near T & 
£ ;, W/D, Irge common area 
free parking $6. s+ht & 


| Dave 84 


BRIGHTON/ 
BROOKLINE 


rof M 25+ to shre 


-642-8372 


M 48 sks p 
BD apt. near 


nted pking lot 





aval $59( me heat and hot 
water. Avail ASAP. 
for pics go to http:/ 


www.idmstudios.com 
617-739-6876 
idmstudios @comcast.net 


BROOKLINE $ 


BROOKLINE § 


BROOKLINE-Cle 


BROOKLINE-M/t 


Brookline-Coolidge Corner 


and kitchen. wid in basem 
CENTRAL 


BOSTON reat 


COLLIDGE CORNER/ 
BROOKLINE 


ean & turnishd af 


DAVIS SQ-SOMERVILLE 
aundry, walk t r nm nates 


875-6109. Ava 


Davis Square- 


DAVIS SQUARE 


DEDHAM 


JORCHESTER 


Real Estate /Roommates 





Dorchester-34 Pond Street 
near Red line 
Jowntown. Close to UMASS 
Boston, Female.$500+util 


617-549-2530 
DORCHESTER: Nice room on 


safe residential st for $435 
Free W/D. Bus direct to 
UMASS, Back porch, hwd firs 
Most pets ok. 617-825-5087 


DORCHESTER-Looking for 


easy 





Rmmt, gay friendly, On-street 
prkg, on T, Avail 12/1. $600 s 
incl. 617-279-5490 call anytime 


DRACUT-Near UMASS Lowell 
N ampus. Sincere Bi-Div-W 
Male looking for honest & Bi or 
urious straight male for 
mate wn a 2 bed condo in 
Dr with fully furnished bed 
to rent 
very comfortable for 
Asking $585.00 
per nm ncludes all utility 
(reasonable usage) and clean 
ng service to accomodate work 
hedules. Note-this is not a 
nal ad, this is a place for 
0 live. Ask for Denis cell 
978-902-1140 


room 


jueensized bed 
the 


roor 


right persor 


ronth 








E.Boston-BR/Bath avail in 2 
Bed/2 Bath 3rd floor condo 
Stunning view of city. 1 T stop 
from downtown. Responsible 
honest, socialable to share with 
41 year old male. $650 include 
all. 617-480-7194 


$700 Amazing 
in the Fenway 
1 E lines (green 
great 
Central 


Fenway Share 
location right 
steps to D,( ar 
ine) itil §=included 
Grand 
ymmmates Open 


roommates 





2kends 





icentralapartment 


JAMACIA  PLAIN-$650+ut 


" 10ker. M/F 


JAMAICA PLAIN 


yrad 





LOWELL 


63 
Lynn/Swampscott Line 


MEDFORD 
MEDFORD-\ 


MEDFORD-Nr Tufts-1 LF Sk 


Mission Hill S 











t 
ran 1 
NAHANT t 4 bdr an 
front hse 4 and child 
bd ear Beact 
k yard.w t $545 
Avail ASAP 781-581-0181 
Nashua NH-Maie/Female 
vanted to are with Male. 2BR 
apartment, 1.5 baths. A/C. near 
Rte $4 per month+half 
itils. 603-490-9433 


NEEDA 
ROOMMATE FAST?! 





1 978-977-0816 
Porter Sq Share $480 One 
arge Lf } {T adie i a 
apt 


parking 


3 


pa tw bedroom 
treet 


Grand Cen 








aap geegh ot st 

ik to. train. Min 
REVERE BEACH 
share house 3 blocks beact 





REVERE BEACH 


mmate 








access to 




















SOMERVILLE 
1 BD avail in 3 BD house. Very 
spacious, hardwood floors, DSL | 
access. Onsite Washer and | 
Dryer. St pkng, walk to Well 
ington station on orange line 
Must be responsible, clean, no | 
drugs. Open minded F, 30s, | 
laid back. $675 incl util! Call 
Daisy @ 857-234-2440 
veraguas27 @ yahoo.com | 
avail 11/1 | 
SOMERVILLE UNION SQ 
Skng 2 M/F Prot./Grad 24+ N/S | 
for Lg, sunny, 3BR. $500+ util | 
$70.Min from bus, T. Must See! 
Avi 12/1. Stu 617-776-4228 
storystu2 @ yahoo.com 
SOMERVILLE-Avail Now, 1Br | 
in 3 Br. Porter/Davis $534+utils 
each. Clean, quiet, non smok 
ing, no pets, professional M/F 
603-498-6192 | 
| 
SOMERVILLE | 
2 Bd avail in a 2 family house. 5 | 
min from Davis Sq T. deck & 
back yard. $675/each rm. | 
smokers & pets ok. Avi Jan 1st 
617-776-2662 | 
WATERTOWN 





1 BD avail in 3 BD+office town 


house. $700 incl heat. Lg BD 
>| townhome w 


Watertown Sq 


WATERTOWN-2 M sks ma 


M/F 4+ for 3 Br tow 
deck ff prkg ' 

x £ 
Watertown-rr f pa 
aval jyreat near > 
nciu Ls ja 

| ed 
nat yrad stu rt 

{ laid-back 


WINTHROP 


617-859-3300 


Mind, Body & Spirit 





Certified 
Massage Therapy 


$5 OFF 1ST 
SESSION 


The ultimate and sélf 
pampering. Swedish, Tha 
Sports massages and 
reflexology 


617-285-3580 





**NIRVANA** | 


Experience a euphoric | 
massage tailored to the || 
unique stresses of the 
porate and college gentle | 
man lustrious 
rapture 


indulge ir 
at the hands of a 

man for a man. Attention 

students: Let me lighten 

your load with 30% regular 

rates for a limited time 

Call for appt 

781-640-2098 in calls only | 





$$55 Hr. $S$75 1 1/2 hr. 
FRIENDLY CERTIFIED 
MASSAGE nr Beacon St. 
1-866-BackRub. 
BostonMassage.com. David 
Brandon. IN/OUT 


A PLUS MASSAGE 


Senior discount avi. Shower 
facilities avail. In & Out. Call for 
appt. after 9 am, Eddie at 


781-367-4610. | 
AVATAR MASSAGE 


Great New Staff 

Tues. HALF-PRICE! 
9am-9 pm M-Sat, 12-6 Sun 
Credit Cz Accepted 
Shower 
Metro Bo 


81-395-1758 











CANDLE LIGHT MASSAGE 


Stres nwith a 








ng massage 


CHINESE BODY 
MASSAGE 
508-651-9111. 3 
SEE OUR DISPLAY! 
Deep, Nurturing 


Massage. 


ensed/Certified. Mon-Sat 


Call 617-731-4336 


Eastern Medical 
MASSAGE 
Main Street 


Salem 
978-314-3969 





ESCAPE 





FOR MEN 
Men To Men 
Massage 


a pleasurable f 





61 321-414 

FOR MEN 
Worcester area.Bx 
massage to relieve s 
work, marriage or life. In/Out 
Call Anthony 508-344-0087 


2dywork 
tre r 


~ STIMULATING 


L BODY M 





SAGE 






mature male 
284-928-1196 | 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 





rapeultic isCu 
Tanning a 


masseuses 








ng licensed 


GE 


HAWAIIAN 
MASSAGE 


Experience the soothing 
t ful rhythms and 
graceful flow of Ha 
sage. Relax & 
with a natural flow. L 
Nurturing Healing 
Massage from the Heart 
By Appt. 9am-9pm Lisa 


617-547-6191 





me 








HEAVENLY 
MASSAGE 


ensual full body masses 








at | 
will take your mind b 1 
soul to the next le 
taken the journey witt 
J vil turn for ma 
more adventures 





617-803-4283 


HOLIDAYTIME 
MASSAGE 


Performed by lic/cert male 
Masseur 
Metrowest 508-308-4504 


Ladies of Eden 
Experier the ¢ al 


body relief. Let 








away ror 
omfortable state pure 


LEAVE YOUR STRESS 
BEHIND | 

and restore i 

and harmor 


Rebalance 
well-being 
foundly 

and 


the 





lutions. Call for 
appointment 978-369-8978 
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MASSAGE FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 


Variety of massages. By appt 
no outcalls 


Malden 617-816-3981 


Massage Therapist 
Proficient, Deep Tissue 
Swedish. 7 days a week 


MA/NH border 
Call David 978-457 


5359 


MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


Get a good relaxing massage in 


1 private, comfortable setting by 
a skilled male therapist 


Call 617-331-2599 


MINDFULL TOUCH 


Bodywork by Hank for men 
ages 18-98. Exp California 
CMT. Swedish/Esalen, breath 
work relaxation and stress re 
duction. In/Out Calls, Call-in 
welcomed. Call: 617-784-4944 


NH SEACOAST MAN 

37 yr old, gives theraputic mas 
sage to discerning gentleman 
10 yr school experience 
Serving NH, MA border 
in/out. Allan 978-319-0650 


North Shore Swedish/ Deep 


Tissue/Esalen Full Body 
Massage 
Studio or outcall by male thera 


pist. Call Carl for appt ¢ 
781-956-3322. Visit us at 
arelaxationresponse.com 


OUT OF THE BLUE 
tressed out Feelin | 


mass 





5. Our 





nate 








n Massage 
JEFF 
617-236-7009 


Relax & Release 
_ your Stress 


sensual tou! 4 


age by 


SELF DAY SPA 


r 














| 


| 








SENSUAL 
TOUCH 


full body various 
massages avail 
locatior n 


1 hour 
sensual 
able. incall 
North Shore 
Mon-Sat. 11am-7pm ask 
a 781-632-5245 





SOUTH of Boston: 


Massage for men. Relaxation 
relief. Certified, |i 


therapist. Days 


ports, pair 
censed male 


evenings 617-471-5900 


THERAPUTIC 
MASSAGE 


Indulge yourself with a relaxing 


full body massage in a private 
& 
professional setting. Savin Hill 
Area, $60 per hour, certified 
Michael: 417-504-3131 
Or visit my website 


WWW.MASSAGE4ALL.COM 


TOTAL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by Latino male therapist with 
great body & hands 
jJaily stress from home & 


Release 
your 
work in a relaxing & private 
atmosphere. COLLEGE 
DISCOUNTS. St8/bi-curious 
se habla espanol 
617-240-0095 


Traditional Thai 
Massage 


Back from Vacation by Thai 
Massage Therapist of 2O0yrs 
exp.-reduce muscular strair 
stiffness, stimulation of circula 
and metabolism facilitate 


healing. $35/hr. Call ORN 857 


617 4 


Yom to 9pm Mon-Set 12-6 Sun 
Credit Cards Accepted «Shower «Steam 
Metro Boston 


11-395-1758 








TRADITIONAL 
MASSAGE 


Increase your body's 
irculation. Similar in benefits tc 
accupuncture but no needles 


258 Elm Street in Davis 
Square, Somerville 
10 AM - 10 PM 7 days a week 
Appt only 617-625-3366 


1245 Hancock St, rear side, 
Quincy Ctr.T Station 
617-689-0060 
10AM- 10 PM 7 days a week 


Counseling 


AFFORDABLE, EXCELLENT 
PSYCHOTHERAPY AND 
CAREER COUNSELING 

for young adults. Life. Love 
Dating. Career. Seif Esteem 
and more. Over 20 years 
experience. Individual, group 
and couples counseining 
Interview us at no charge 
617-868-7775 Carl J 
Schneider and Marcia Weiss 


Philosophical 
Counseling 
Dr. Uri Henig, 413-253-4447 
www.PhilosophyDialoque.net 
free initial consultation 


Addiction/ 
Recovery 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


drugs and alcohol ad- 
diction. Private and confi- 
Jential. Physician directed 
Covered by all insurance 
plans 

1-800-7 


MASSAGE 


For 


70-1904 (24 hours) 


ve , % wet 

617.983.0011 
BY LICENSED 

MASSAGE THERAPIST 











wICE SKATING CLASSES at 14 RINKS 
° 








CHILDREN (41/, up) & ADULTS 


BAY STATE 
SKATING SCHOOL 


www.baystateskatingschool.org 
#e-e@e@e00202808006000000008080680 80 


Automotive 





Autos-Domestic 


1993 Crown Victoria Police 





Package, 85k miles, 4.6 liter v 
3, all power, just passed | 
pection, great car! $280( 4 





1993 Ford Taurus, has four 





new tires, runs gr body is in 
great condition, $900 for safe 
reliable transportation. Call Tim 
at 978-590-6112 


1996 Oldsmobile Cutlass SL 


20ower windows and locks 
runs beautifully ooks great 
] € re 
$1.€ Call Tim 978-591 11 


1997 Ford Taurus SHO, 80k 
nile ever ptio nciuding 
yste ind ct ne 
yood condition, $5700 

31-389-9204 


1998 Chevy Silverado, Great 


ndition! Taken very well 

f yaded railer hook up 
toolboxes etc. 14k/t St 
Erika 978-36 3335 


1998 Mercury Villager LS, 71k 


mile ight blue 


1999 Mercury Cougar, dark 


yreen, sport edition, V-6 24 
e Engine, includes 

100 detailing job! $650¢ 
388-4 1€ 


RESTATE RIAA 
Autos-Import 


1971 





Datsun-240Z-Manua! 
nition, Mechanic 
yider restoration, al 


refer 


ence ava 
yaraged 


tition. $5500 207-9. 


good con 


9-4498 


er 
y 


1988 lamborghini countach 





replica , red exterior, 17k miles 
6 cylinder, 5 speed, a/c, remote 
door openers, $20,000 
617-312-9234 


1995 BMW 740il 


rable 


138k miles 
Narranty repair 
>, AM/FM 6 disk 
hanger, Rear and side 


shade 


transfe 
valid until 11 
electr 508-631-0555 


Mart 


1996 SAAB Convertible 
00s, green with beige 
y peed 
wer windows & 

1 seats, alloy 
Dp »r 99k 


yre 





jtch, ser 

nd distributor 
months 
$5850 





1996 Subaru Outback LTD 
+ ted ts. factor 
tinted glass ne owner, $4,000 


3-369-1691 (eveninas 


Volkswagen Jetta-red 
highway driven 


1996 


m onaitor 









Cambridge 

Clev. Cir/Brookline 
Hyde Park/Dedham 
Lynn 

Medford 


Neponset/Dorchester 


Newton/Brighton 
Quincy 
Somerville 
South Boston 
Waltham 

West Roxbury 
Weymouth 


1999 Nissan Maxima 99 GLE 
ack leather, Bose 
remote lock 
excellent condi 


6k miles, t 


sunroof 





er, alarm 


357-204-4592 


2000 Honda Civic EX, black 
90k miles, charcoal grey inte 





nor f wer, moon root Key 
¢ ntry, a/c, anti-theft system 
$9,000. 781-395-0139 or 
781-710-9172, Sarah 


79k miles 


2000 Range Rover 


4.6 HSE, maroon/tan, excellent 
sondition, must sell, $21,900 
617-953-7722 


2001 Hyundai Accent, 47,400 
mile factory warranty, dual 
side air bag, manual transmis 
‘ Contact Dave at 


Javeyoung222 @ yahoo.corn 


2002 Saab-9-5 Aero,52k hwy 


auto, AC ex ondition,tra 


34,300 


pkg, xenon,fact CD chg, hazel 


nut ext, charcoal int. $19,995 


617-578-4370 


91 volvo wagon 740 auto sun 
if windows 
vice records 
1900 


1413 


of a/c power runs 





jreat 1 owner, s 
leather $ 


781-275 


no rust 


1998 E300 
great ga 
103k miles 
r a diesel 

)-1243 


Mercedes Benz 
condition 
y loaded 


roke in f 


D. ex 





MINI COOPER S 03 
my new convertible is in 
Really red (top to bottom) 
oaded,Bora 
package, fogs,1 lady 
upert nd .$ IS( 


767-7077 


exhaust, premium 
owner 

















Sustenance 
Nourishing Body, Mind and 
Soul. A spiritual solution to 
food compulsion & weight 
control. Michael J. Mark- 
Wellness Coach. Phone 
sessions available. For 
more information go to 
www.mysustenance.com 


{OTR ANAT. 
Miscellaneous 





Male Witch 


Psychic readings and counsel- 
ing. Casting and removal of 
spelis. Contact with spirits. Call 
24/7 Tom 800-419-3346 Credit 
Debit cards. Get back the one 
you love 


MASSAGE 
THERAPIST 
SEEKING 
EMPLOYMENT 


Well Trained Massage therapist 
seeks full-time position within a 
Jay spa or hollistic practice en- 
vironment. Many modalities of- 
fered. For more information call 


603-231-2140 


Se WN all 


BODY, 
MASSAGE. 





HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For Grug and alcohol 
addiction. Private an 
confidential. Physician 
directed. Covered by 

all insurance plans. 





Trucks/Vans 


Lots of Road Trips? 
Sick of “the Van”? 


Check out this fully equipped 
touring bus. Currently family 
»wned. Great retro styling 
cheaper to run than “the van’ 
Do the math! 781-639-6077 





Automotive 
Services 


Donate Your Car 
To The Cancer Fund of Ameri- 
ca. Help those suffering with 
ancer today. Free towing and 
tax deductible. 1-800-835-9372 


vww.cfoa.org 





Cars 
for 
| Sale. 








oo) 


al 


Activism 


SAVE OUR 
FORESTS!!! 


$300-$500/week 


Environmental Action PAC is 
fighting a Bush proposal to 
open more national forests to 
logging & mining. FT/PT career 
opportunities 

Call Tom at 617-338-7882 








FEMALE DANCERS 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Alex: 


617-427-6514 


7 1 y ) 




















future growth. 












position. 
































Sales/Tour Manager 


time. This is a contract position. 


Please send resume and cover 
letter to 617.547.1059 or 
paulamurphy @clearchannel.com 


NOTICE OF 
CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 


Servers, commis, and bar- 
tenders who worked at the 
Boston Harbor Hotel 

between 1996 and 1998 
may be eligible to partici- 
pate in the settlement of a 
lawsuit challenging the Ho- 
tel’s service charge distri- 
bution practices. For more 
information and a claim 
form, please write to the 
plaintiffs’ class counsel 
Shannon Liss-Riordan, 


Pyle, Rome, Lichten, Eh- 
renberg & Liss-Riordan 
P.C., 18 Tremont Street, 


Ste. 500, Boston, MA 
02108, or call Danielle at 
(617) 367-7200, 

or e-mail 
ddeveau@prle.com. Dead- 
line for submitting claims is 
December 6, 2004 








Career Opportunities in 
Music Industry 


Instant Live Concerts is looking for 
a booking/sales manager to book 
artists nationally to participate in 
the Instant Live Recording program, 
an exciting new venture in the 
music industry. Sales experience 
essential. Experience with artist 
management preferred. Must have 
basic computer skills, negotiating 
experience, excellent conversational 
phone skills and the ability to mul- 
titask. Currently a part time posi- 
tion in that it’s short term with no 
benefits, but there is the possibility 






Instant Live Concerts is looking for 
an Engineer/Tour Manager to record 
shows and oversee staff on national 
tours. Five years of experience 
required (FOH, studio, touring). 
Must have basic computer skills and 
ability to be on the road for 3-12 
weeks at a time. This is a contract 


Looking to get into the music 
industry? Have you always dreamed 
of touring with your favorite bands? 
This is the perfect job to enter the 
concert, touring and recording busi- 
ness. Sales manager needed on the 
road with Instant Live touring 
artists. Responsibilities include 
managing sales, marketing and pro- 
motions on the road. Prior sales 
experience and energetic personali- 
ty are a big plus. Must know excel 
and be able to tour 3-12 weeks at a 























real jobs for real people | pl 


ERROR RR EET 
Business 
Opportunity 


$28,000 in Days, 
NOT WEEKS! 


Never been done before. LEv- 
erage cash just by returning 
phone calls. Free recorded 
message, no selling, no ex- 
plaining. 888-636-8716 


6 Figures in 6 
Months 


Work from home with this Prov- 
en Success System. Training 
included. Not MLM. 800-808- 
8693 or visit www. 1-2- 
WEALTH.com 


A $250K+ 1st Year 


Income 
Opportunity. Home based. No 
personal selling. Not MLM! Call 
877-347-3745 24hrs Training 
and support provided 


Are You $$ 
Motivated? 


Learn to earn $200K+, no com- 
mute. Realistic opportunity. 
training provided, not MLM 800- 
895-9946 


Business Opportunity 

Proven money making system 
6 Figure potential from home 
Not MLM. 800-345-9688 X4138 


Own a Computer? 


Put It To work! 
Up to $1500-$7500 PT/FT. 
888-701-8902 
www.RackUpCash.com 


ES 
Career Services 


Entry-level positions, 18+, no 
experience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 1- 
877-646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


Fight HIV/AIDS in 
Africa! 


You are 
needed to 

stop the © 

pandemic. 


Volunteer 
with outreach 
& education. 


14 or 20 months program, 
incl. training program fee. 
Amermaion Meeting Gast Dee. 118 


44% 
Higi3 














email: classifieds@phx.com 


Computer 


Need New 
COmputer 


Bad credit-No problem! Buy a 
new computer now and pay for 
it later. New computers and lap- 
tops from $20/month. Call now 
1-800-311-1542 


et cetera jobs 


PHONE ACTRESSES 
We pay log time vs talk 
time. Up to $10/hr. Work 


from home. Pick your hrs. 
1-888-255-4855 





$750 Weekly 
Income 


Potential mailing our sales let- 
ters from home. No experience 
necessary. Full/part time. Gen- 
uine opportunity. FREE sup- 
plies and postage. Call 630- 
786-6633 (24 hours) 


All Cash Candy 


Route! 
Do you earn $800 a day? Your 
own local candy route. Includes 
30 Machines and Candy. All for 
$9,995. 800-807-6525 


Be Your Own Boss 
A realistic $250,000/yr potential 
Work part time (Mon-Thur) on 
your own terms. Not MLM. 24 
hr info 888-377-7274 


Casting 

TV series seeks people strug- 
gling with painful compulsions 
eating disorders, addictions to 
danger, video games, steroids 
hoarding, sex, plastic surgery 
Please visit: habitstv.com for in- 
formation 


CNC Music Productions 
SELL A JINGLE, MAKE $500! 
Contact Nate 
nate.christy @ verizon.net 

Nate Christy 

CNC Music Productions 

Sound Museum 


COOL TRAVEL JOB. Entry 
level positions, 18+, no experi- 
ence necessary, 2 weeks paid 
training, transportation, lodging 
provided. $500 signing bonus 
to start. TOLL FREE 1-877- 
646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


Cool Travel Job 
Entry level positions 18+, no ex- 
perience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 
877-646-5050 








RETAIL SALES & 
OHIFT LEADERS 


Renowned coffee roaster 






and retailer seeks retail 


sales people and shift leaders with superior customer 


service skills for our Greater Boston area stores. In 


return for your hard work and dedication. we'll reward 


you with great benefits and the best coffee and fea 


education! Please apply directly to the stores at 





285 Harvard Street 


Brookline 





176 Federal Street 


Boston 





100 Mount Auburn Street 
Cambridge 


1749 Massachusetts Avenue 


Lexington 


776 Beacon Street 


Newton Centre 


9 Central Street 


Wellesley 





Equal Opportunity Employer 


ese 


THER 'S NO SHORTCUT TO THE PERFECT CuP 


ww Deets com 





ad call 617.859.3300 today! 


www.thephoenix.com 





DRIVERS 
ROUTE DRIVER 


Drivers needed to deliver The 
Boston Phoenix newspaper on 
Thursdays and Fridays 


Must have reliable van or pick 
up, clean driving record and in- 
surance and be available all 
day. For immediate considera 
tion please cail 


617-859-3305 


Earn $3,500 Weekly! 


Answering surveys online. $25 
$75 per survey. Guaranteed 
paychecks! Mystery shoppers 
needed! $57.00/hr shopping 
FREE grants Receive 
$500,000-$800,000!! 
www.realcashprograms.com 


F/T Wine 
Salesperson 


for MA wholesaler. Must have 
prior sales exp, wine knowl- 
edge a plus. Must be outgoing 
energetic and a team player 
Car req. Please forward re- 
sume to info@ wine-cask.com 


Free 4 Room Direct 
TV System 


Includes _ installation, 4 MO 
FREE programming w/NFL 
Sunday Ticket subscription 
Over 250 channels! Limited 
time offer, S&H, restrictions ap- 
ply. 800-877-1251 


Get Paid To Shop 


Mystery shoppers needed to 
pose as customers! Training 
provided. FT/PT/ CALL NOW! 
1-800-690-1273 


Great Company iil 


GET RESULTS! 
Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Government Jobs 
Earn $12-$48/hr. Available with 
full medical/dental benefits, and 
paid training on clerical, ad- 
ministrative, law enforcement 
homeland security, wildlife and 
more! 800-320-9353 X2012 


INTERIOR PLANT CARE 
WANTED 
Full Time position 


Experience Preferred. Will 
Train. Valid Drivers license 
req. 617 451 1364 





LIVING 


ASSISTANCE 
UNIQUE OPP ! 
Energetic Student/Anyone, No 
exp. necessary! Great Pay! To 
assist disabled woman call 
617-731-6228 


Movie Extras/ 
Models Needed! 


Earn up to $200-$400 per day 
No experience required. PT/FT 
All looks and ages needed. Call 
now!! 800-834-3259 








Look for 
a job on 
the 
train. 














| ote) ae) a 
a job in 
the 

Ged ad fot — 



















WOULD YOU LIKE 






EDITORIAL M MMUNICA 

NEWS EDITOR 

We are seeking a News Editor with strong writing, editing, and story 
development skills. Must be media savvy, graphically inclined, and 
willing & able to play an on-line as well as in-paper role. Should be 
Culturally attuned to the pop, mainstream, and underground. 3 to 5 





to PMCG HR, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston MA 02215 Job Code: BP- 
NED-PX 

















SALES 

RETAIL SALES MANAGER 

Lead team of 6-8 sales reps in selling advertising for The Boston 
Phoenix. Requires 5+ years sales/sales management experience. 
Job Code: BP-RSM-PX 

















ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- BOSTON PHOENIX 
Outside sales of advertising within an assigned Boston territory. 
Requires 1+ years outside sales experience. Job Code: BP-AE-PX 







A CAREER IN MEDIA? 
Join The Phoenix Media Family 


years editorial experience preferred. Send hard copy resume and clips 

































































ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- STUFFQNIGHT MAGAZINE 

Sell advertising in entertainment and fashion/beauty categories. 
Requires 1+ year successful outside sales experience. Job Code: 
SN-AE-PX : 








» 


Email your resume with Joh Code in the subject fine te JOBS@PHX.COM. 











More infermation at www. thephoenix.com. 68 












RADIO NETW/ORK 


FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 
(BOSTON, PORTSMOUTH, & MANCHESTER AREAS) 


Do you love FNX? We are looking for seasoned sales professionals who are enthu- 


siastic about the FNX radio network. If you think you have the right stuff, let us 
know! Requires 1 year of outside sales experience, media sales a plus. Ability to 


generate new business a must. Job code: FX-AE-PX 


Email your resume with Job Code in the suhject ine to JOBS@RVXRA- 
thephoenix 


DIO.COM. More information at www. Con. 


Take your career personally 
Great Job Opportunities 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - WEB AFFILIATE SALES 












Build relationships with popular online sites to join our 
txt2flrt.com network. Requires 1+ years sales experience in 


cold caller and networker. Job Code: P2P-AEW-PX 


WEB DEVELOPER — ENTRY LEVEL 
















Update and maintain html and scripts on various 
People2People web sites. Requires basic 
html/JavaScript/VBScript skills in a Microsoft development 
environment. Job Code: BP-WD-PX 


The People2People Group is the largest provider of voice and online personals services to medi 
and are based in the company offices near Fenway Park in Boston 


Email resume with the Job Code in the Subject Line to: jabs@PHX.com 
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online space and strong selling skills. Need to be high volume 


a 
companies in the US and abroad. We are a division of The Phoenix Media/Communications Group 
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Office Assistant 


f anted for busy nstruc 
ffice. Good organizationa 
kills req. as well as typing, fil 
and computer exp. Pay 


mmensurate w/exp. Fax re 


sume 617-242-2301 EOE 
PROJECT MANAGERS & 
LABORERS 
FT/PT, experienced & reliable 
for frame to finish work 
all George at 617-282-4474 
or 617-828-0647 


Telemarketers 
xkkek 
Looking for telemarketers 
for growing company. One 
year minimum experienc e 
We will train! 

We pay for experience! 
Seeking highly motivated 
person to bring new busi- 
ness with great people 
skills Comprehensive 
package incl. 30-50K salary 

plus benefits package 
Call today, ask for Tom 
781-938-6637 
781-935-6594 Fax 

tom @ aaalaser.com 


xkkKkeke 


WORK FROM HOME 
PAID IN ADVANCE $1000+WK 
tuffing envelopes from home 


). Guaranteed 





Healthcare/Social 
Services 


TRAINING & SUPPORT 


IMMEDIATE 
OPENNINGS 
AVAILABLE 


king for team players tc 


acuits 
a ) 
home/community settin 
Openings in our Taunton 
Randoiph Natick 
Newton & Framinghar 
Background clearance, HS 
loma, safe 


eliable 


GENITAL HERPES 
RESEARCH STUDY 

Yu have itching. tin 
sensations 
d bumps in 
genital area that irritate, itch 
OF use pain? Do you 
mes have pain when 
urinating? You have been 
diagnosed with Genital 
Herpes in the last 6 
months. Taunton Walk In 
Health Clir 


jling or bu 


blisters or r 





son 





Struggling with 
your weight? 


Research study of health prob: 





related to weight using 








)A approved medicine 
3 visits/1 month @ Joslin Dia- 
betes Center Dr. Amy Fieisch- 


man 617 355-3634 





amy. fleischman @joslin.harvard.edu 


SO ee 
Part-Time 


SEASONAL 


SANTA Photo Team 
Mgmt Cashier, Greeter 
Etc. Create Holiday Magic! 
Burlington 
800-229-7147x511 
www.santajobs.com 





Sara ae 
Professional 


Licensed Real Estate Agents. 


yOkKING for 





Wakefield area 





f i 
fr (el ffice r 
ontide tia nter 
Robbins M 
4 Prudentia 




















Tusa 
player, 





617-859-3300 


Find @ band or find ¢ bandmate, 














Music, Showbiz & Arts 





Acting Classes 


ACTING WORKSHOPS 
THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 
SINCE 1956 BOSTON’S 
OLDEST AND BEST PRO 
ACTING SCHOOL! 
617.423.7313 


F/T DAY CLASSES 

ADULTS. P/T BEGINNING 
ACTING CLASS. P/T CLAS 
SES IN TELEVISION COM 
MERCIALS AND FILM. SPE 

CIAL TEEN CLASSES, SELF 
IMPROVEMENT FOR NON 
ACTORS ALL CLASSES 
HAVE SHOWCASE PUBLIC 
PERFORMANCES IN OUR 
FULLY EQUIPPED THEATRE 


CALL FOR OUR FREE 

BROCHURE! 617.423.7313 
327 SUMMER ST 
STUDIO 4, BOSTON 


FOR 


THEATRE AND 
CLASSROOMS RENTAL 
AVAILABLE 


SAL 
Acts for Hire 


Always Book a Wally’s Band 


We specialize in Jazz, Latir 





Jazz, Be Bop, Swing, Funk 
Fusion and Blues. We can 
have 
a band at your party within 24 


hours! Always reasonable 





prices 


617-828-1754 
www.wallyscafe.com 


Kings of Swing 


Great, live } and Latir 





Auditions 
ACTORS NEEDED 











oking for nor 
an independent ta 
l w/Ty deferred pay 
MRS. MURPHY 
aucasiar woman 65+ 


vealthy but gu 





widow 
ECHO GIRL: 
Glamorous, attractive 21-29 yr 


old female preferably blond 


Character is artist wt 
prey upor wealthy elderly 
women 


Should be comfortable holding 
a boa constrictor but this is not 
essential 

Shoot dates: To be determined 
Would like to shoot as soon a 
these two characters are re- 
cruited 


cation eacoast NH. S 
bury, MA might be alternate site 
for some indoor scenes 
Please email t 

franktyr sal com 
with r and head shot 
03-659-9343 





THE ORDER OF THE 
ARTISTS 






New multi-media arts troupe 
now auditic Ss! 
ians of all d 






lar performanc 





! TENOR SAX WNTD ! 
Freelance tenor wanted for est 


GB/Dance act. MA/NH gigs 
Must have car & band exp 
603-770-5785 


!BASS& DRUMS NEEDED! 
Orig band. Boston. Harm vox a 
+. Sngwritng a+, good ears a+ 
Infl: anything from Beatles & 
LZep to RadioHead, U2 even 
cntry 857-928-4547 or 
supercassis @ yahoo.com 


SSGRAVY TRAINSS 
Hot, musically literate, Gtr/Voc 
49 sks ft wrkng show/road bnd 
w/o day jobs. | have solid musi- 
cianship, talent, stage presence 
& showmanship. Strong side- 
man, co-front w/front ability. In- 
flu 50s-00s. blu, clssci, CR 
C&W, dsco, fnk, GB, HM, HR 
jzz, oldy, pop, R&B, rkbily, R&R 
soul, surf rk, tp 40 
Call Joe Mac 781-286-9574 


$$Working Band$$ 


seeks second female vox to 
sing lead, harmony is a must 
Front ability with great stage 
presence. Call 508-285-5467 
after 5pm or 
RjOldham @ Comcast.net 


1 F Vocalist Wanted 
with great improvisational, har- 
mony & people skills, car, & 
Prof voice. Diverse, Rhythmic 
Original, kids / family Pop Con- 
certs am/aft weekends 
DreamSongs @ comcast.net 


2nd Guitarist Wanted 
for gigging classic rock band 
Rehearse in Arlington once a 
week, Lead playing and backup 
vox preferred. 1st class equip- 
ment a necessity. 
Nick: 781-646-7888 


A Jimi Hendrix 
Tribute Show 


Casting call for “Billy Cox 


Noel Redding bass player 
Must be able to get signa- 
ture Hendrix sound from 
both your gear and your 


playing. No drugs, No al 
oho! policy. Schedule must 
allow for rehearsal and 
travel. Must be willing to do 
whatever it takes to play 
and look the part. Call 401 
24-8652 for an audition 














BAND FORMING 
Talented sing/songwtr sks pro 
evel id gtr, keys, bk-up vox 
drums, perc, bass, etc. 4 gigs 
record, tour. Pop folk rock.617- 
852-1862 nickig!@juno.com 


BASS NEEDED 
Maintream Christian band like 
Evanescence, POD and Switch 
foot are. Have gigs, producer U 
have trans, job. Practice in 
Burlington. Art 978-473-6609 


Bass needed 
for original rock band. Have cd 
gigs, rehearsal space. Check 
out www.redshiftrock.com for 
tunes. Must have gear/transp 
Serious musicians only. 
857.225.2282 


BASS PLAYER Avail for work 
ing club/gb/wedding band. Top 
40, oldies classic rock, Alt 
Years of local club exp. Great 
ear, solid groove and backup 
vocals. Pro gear/transportation 
Reliable. David 617-332-0940 
dsottilaro@ mac.com 


BASS PLAYER WTD 


Guitar/vox/drums seeking 
players who share an equal ap 
preciation for Gram Parsons 
Iggy Pop, Lemonheads and 
Led Zepplin 

Call Jerry. 978-356-27 


BASS WANTED: 


All orig heavy rock needs bass 
Sleaze Grinder calls us "Super 
Grunge”. Check out MP3’s @ 
stonefacerock.com. Let's make 
2 record and play some st 





eff 617-943-5226 


TOM MARTIN 
ELECTRIC BASS 


elance Electric Bas: 


nanagement. 603-978-2178 


seeks 


v.electricbass.net 


Bassist needed. 





Must have experience. Ne 

jrugs. Gigs lined up. All origi 

na Check us put at 
v.southstree tbc ston.com 
Chris at 617-905-0333 


BASSIST 
WANTED! 


for heavy, melodic, hypnot- 
ic, tribal hard rock/metal 
band Hear songs at 
www.karmajunction.net 

yng CD-gig ready. No 
shit-from us or from you 
eer musicians with nc 








BASSIST WANTED 


for loud heavy all orig power 
J pros only 
nave pr 


land avail to 


k band. Seasonec 





sabbath, ACDC 


Rush. Kevin 978-744-8369 


Bassist, Jazz/Blues 


Jazz bassist needed for quartet 


The . 
Must read musi 





well enough to 


Demo CD 


learn basic parts 
and written arrangements are 
available. Rehearsals held in 
Carlisle, MA.Set lists, sound 
clips and email contact can be 
found at 
http://home.comcast.net/billsjazz 


Bill, (978) 371-4993 





BLUESY JAM BAND 

Seeks Bass, guitar and drums 
ages 23-33 for mostly original 
Blues based classic rock pro 
ject. Infl: Stevie Ray Vaughn 
Allmans, Clapton, Jimi, Stones 
Have free space (20 minutes 
North of Boston), PA, gigsS, etc 
Cali Tom before 9pm 
978-657-4610 


COVER DRUMMER 


Seeking cover band rock or 
country in western band, or to 
form a band. If interested, call 
robert at anytime 781-322-3803 






Drummer 
Available 


Proficient and tasteful in rock 
funk. blues, and jazz. 8 yrs 
international travel experience 
Looking for working situation 
Pros only 617-308-9451 


ORUMMER NEEDED 

for gigging technical metal 
band. Fast double kick tech- 
nique, desire to play over odd 
time meters is a must 

www. infinityminusone.com 

Call Kurt @ 781-856-9238 


Drummer Skng Work 
Top notch pro w/ lead & backup 
vocals. GB, classic rock prefer 
but open. Experienced, team 
player. 508-384-7084 


DRUMMER WANTED-for new 
pretentious rock'n'roll punk 
band. Dictators, Turbonegro 
Cheap Trick, Supersuckers 
Damned, Ramones, X, the 
Dickies, Backyard Babies, Rev 
H. Heat, Meat Loaf. That's right 
Meat Loaf. Also looking for 2nd 
guitar, keyboards, maybe per 
cussion too. North Shore, Bos 
ton. Call Bob 781-307-1342 or 
thegamp @erols.com 
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Drummer Wanted 
With some lead/backup vocal 
experience for working general 
business P/T band. Need to 
have exp. and desire to play 
various styles of music such as 
Classic Rock, Top 40, 80's 
Funk, and Blues to name a few. 
Need to be committed to re- 
hearsals once a wk in Norton, 
MA and have a team player 
mentality. We want someone 
who can add to our fun atmos- 
phere and who truly loves to 
play out. We are a cover band 
that tries to play a little of every- 
thing. Classic Rock to Modern 
Pop or anything good that 
keeps them dancing. If you sing 
too, be ready to sing backup vo- 
cals. Call Susan for audition at 
W#: 508-528-9933 


DRUMMER 
WANTED 


Tainted seeks pro drummer for 
a hard rock band. Vocals a + 
Space in Dracut. Check out at 
www.taintedboston.com 
Contact Jon at 781-642-1011 


DRUMMER Wtd $400-800/wk 

The Swinging Johnsons need a 
Full-time Drummer, 60s, 70s & 
80s over 30 years old and pro 
Call Chris 617-566-3526 email 
dakine @rcn.com 


DRUMS, BASS & 
GUITARIST NEEDED 
ORIGINAL ROCK BAND 
Dynamic, melodic, complex 
Odd meter. Betweeri 
Radiohead and Tool 

Listen at 
www.processionofsaints.com 
Evan 617-787-9504 


2ND 


Established Hard Rock Band 
Sks lead M Vox (ability to sing 
not scream). Infl: Old Van Hal- 
en, Y&T, Old Kiss, etc 

We he Mgt, gigs and con- 
tacts. Call Dave 781-953-0549 





Established band seeks bassist 
n volta,dredg,ours,too 
ise,t stp re 
cording @ our studio lot of 
jigs,contacts,material rehearse 
n Boston 3x/week call 617-290- 
8559, lv msg 


Ex Members from 
Closer Then Kin 


oking for vocalist for our rock 
metal punk band. Must be will- 
ing to tour and record. Must 
have something good to say 
No high-schoolers and no mid 
crisis. Call 508-824-5107 
401-741-5156 


EXPERIENCED 
DRUMMER 


Available for Part-Time gigs. fill- 
ns, studio. Original or cover. 
Chris 508-878-4606 


F VOX WANTED 


oking for female vocalist for 
> track act. Able ing stan 
jards from the last 40 
? Hous- 





af 


ceansiz 





uck 
p 
l 














ines of Whitney 
( Barbra Strein- 
/ i, ete 
286-134 
Nw.joeycanzano.com 





ti 
_ GET RESULTS! 


V your ad stand t and 
ncrease response by including 
yne of our eye catching i sin 
your line ad. Call For Deta 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


GUITAR & BASS WNTD 

Band forming bass needed 
Rockability, punk, rhythm and 
blues. pref in 20's. Jesse 
617-429-0752 
rocknsockndemon @ yahoo.com 


GUITAR & 
DRUMMER WNTD 


Funk rock original band, Slap 
ck. Gigs & CD. Needs crea- 
ommited, pros only 
81-871-8363 


HAVE GUITAR, 
WILL 
TRAVEL 


Guitarist w/vox seeking original 
pop/rock project in Boston. Infl 
incl Springsteen, U2, Dylan 
Call Andy @ 617-710-8578 


| have used and depended on 
the Boston Phoenix for my 
very livelihood. 

| have been very fortunate to 
perform with incredible and 
star studded acts. 

Being a bass player, the need 
can be demanding and 
tedious. 


The fun | enjoy is stepping 


{ 












up 

to the plate! 

So, thank you Boston 
Phoenix for without you and 
your notoriety | wouldn't be 
as well known. 


-Kevin McElroy 


Instrumentalist,29, sks work- 
ing cover band in Boston area 
Rock/alt/pop. Drums, gtr, keys 
Pro gear, 10 yrs live, studio exp 
Reliable, professional. Eric 508- 
981-4875 


Iishmaelites??? 
The Ishmaelites wre tri-racial 
nomads known for music & 
dance. Indiana broke them up 
in 1907. The real orphan Annie 
may've been one. Our Tues 
night salon seeks co-creators to 
develop new show 

lan 617-491-8971 


Jazz Drummer Available 
Experienced, pro drummer with 
great time, feel, dynamics and 
chops available to join or form a 
trio or quartet to play jazz. Email 
me at lirrl@yahoo.com or call 
Jack 617-775-5184 











KEYS WANTED 


80's cover band (2 gtrs./bass 
drums/singer + space in 
Somerville) seeks experienced 
keys. Cure, INXS, Big Country. 
Chops and working knowledge 
of vintage pads/effects/gear a 
must 

Call Jon @ 617-312-5638 


Kid Keys Wtd 
keyboard player wanted for 
children’s music project 
infl: wiggles, b.splits, etc. pref 
age 30 +. w/ recording expr 
email: jeepsie_2 @yahoo.com 


LEAD GUITARIST 
looking for serious musicians to 
Start/join original heavymetal 
band. 28 yrs old pro attitude & 
pro gear, creative & dedicated 
Infl: Kirk Hammett, Zakk Wylde 
Stevie Ray Vaughn. Rob 
(978) 794-8481 


METAL! 
Drummer looking to form 
Metal project infl. by 
Celtic Frost, Venom,Bathory 
Possessed, Sabbat,etc 
978-688-7996 (leave msg.) 
hellbound @ mailsnare.com 


Piano Player/Singer 
Looking for Band 


Rockabilly, Blues, Western 
Swing, Boogie Woogie 

larrylee @larryleelewis.com 
617-771-2668 


PLAYERS FOR NEW BAND 
Pro Guitar Bass & Drums gig- 
ging w/ CD sks players. vox, 
guitar, keys and/or muti-inst 
heavy rocking org & cvers 
infl:mtl, ska, funk, punk, regg 
www.wetworks.net/CK/new 


617-686-3712. 


PRO BASS/VOX 
AVAILABLE 


Electric/upright, 
stage/studios exp 
contemp and 


26+yr 
fluent in 
standard 
styles double sax, will con- 
sider serious pro offers 
only. Kevin 781-424-5018 
ktnorr@ hotmail.com 
www.KevinTNorris.com 





PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS 


avail for working bands only. 
Guit, bass, keys, sax, flute, 
drums and Vox, all styles. Con- 
tact Lenny Luzitano @ 508- 
679-0426 or cell 508-801-3814 








Karen DeBiasse 
VOICE LESSONS 
Become a great singer with 
dynamic range, strength 
and tone 
Guitar Piano Drums Writing 
www.karendebiasse.com 
617-529-6243 





PIANO LESSONS 
Pop, rock, classical, jazz 
OG O° 2 eee 
mathertrak @ yahoo.com 





VOCAL 
INSTRUCTION 
MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 
Pop/Rock technique 
Call 617-964-0804 
Beginners welcome 











PROFESSIONAL 5 STRING 
BASS 

w/Vox sks working band. Rock 
cover, or GB. Reliable, pos. at- 
titude, good stage presence 
learns parts well, exp. Trans 
port. & equip. Tape avail 
weezer51 @juno.com 
978-388-5386 


Rhythm/Lead 
Guitarist needed 


Lking for talanted players, pres- 
ence/harmony ability a must!! 
Our avg age / 40. In start-up 
stage, Pop/Classic rock, Prctice 
in Beverly. Lking to gig 2-3 
times/ month. Mark 978 745- 
5410 


Rock Band 


w/string players signed to major 
label looking for fiddle player 
soloist for US/European tour 
with possibility of full-time mem- 
bership. =For all inquiries 
p | e a s e 
call Chris at 540-456-4924 


Sax player wtd 
for established GB/wedding 
band. Good reading, soloing 
skills, all styles, R&B, pop, 
swing. Looking for someone 
with entertainment value, stage 
presence. Mark 781-829-0712 


SINGER & BASS PLAYER 
WANTED 

By all original, guitar orient- 
ed.riff based,older style, loud 
melodic groove rock band, not 
really pop or thrash. Practice in 
Sudbury.Call Larry 
508-872-0119 


SOUND ENGINEER 
NEEDED 


Rock cover band needs players 
w/pro attitude chops and vocal 
ability. Randy 978-957-3816 
www.barrnoneband.com 


SOUTH SHORE 


Band forming Keybording & F 
Vox looking for bassist, guitar 
drummer. Call Seth at 508-580: 
2274 or Melissa 508-944-3543 








TALENTED LEAD GUITARIST 
AVAILABLE 

nd ready to rock. Infl: older met 

al bluesy rock, no thrash. look 

ing to join/form orig/covers 

many song ideas. Call Larry 

508-872-0119 


Vocalist available 
for studio work lead back- 
ground and voiceover. Refer- 
ences furnished upon request 
978-590-3664 


Looking for a fresh 
sound? 

MXout is your source. Orig- 
inal music for all types of 
media Films, commercials 
web music, radio Done 
quickly, done quality. 

781 526 3568 

www.MXout.com 





VIDEO SERVICES 


Do you need a music video 

/ commercial for your music 

presentation? If so give us 

a call at 617 784 0190 
LOW PRICES 


REHEARSAL SPACE 
FENWAY AREA 
$195 / MONTH! 


2 regular nights-share Sundays, 
plus bonus nights. 


AVAILABLE NOW. 


Call Ron 


DAY 


617-739-8622 
NIGHTS 


781-449-7558 
flipside @flipsideweb.com 








Vocalist Avail 
with great range, Guitar, Har- 
monica, Songwriting skills look- 
ing to join or form Original Rock 
or Blues band Demos at 
www.brettmusic.com 
email b_laidlaw @comcast.net 


Vocalist Wanted 
Male lead vocals, nine-piece 
horn band. EWF, Stevie Won- 
der, and TOP. Functions & 


clubs 
Call Jay 978-970-5989 


VOCALIST WANTED 

M or F singer for blues-rock 
band. Playing an instrument is a 
plus but not req. Band of ma- 
ture players doing tasteful 
covers and originals 

Dave: 508-395-5770 


VOICEOVER 
TALENT AVAIL 


Low baritone/mid tenor M 
26 + yrs in ent. ind. studio/ 


stage-also bassist. CD 
demo avail-serious ing 
only. Kevin. 781-424-5018 

ktnorr@ hotmail.com 

www. KevinTNorris.com 


FEMALE WANTED-to pose 
nude for short sketches. Any 
body type acceptable. Pregnant 
is good. No exp. nec 
781-964-4505 


Studio Space 
Share Studio Space 


Sunny, Bromfield St. near Park 
& T. Secure building 
Call 978-927-0166 





et cetera 


GOT A BAND BUT 
NO WEBSITE? 


Professional website design & 
Search engine marketing. We 
work closely with you to max- 
imize your visibility so you can 
achieve the results that you are 
looking for! 

Visit our 
www.pixelgroove.com 





website 


WANT JUST THE 
RIGHT KIND OF 
_ HELP? 
Marc One Music Productions 
wwwmarc-t.com 
617-645-0879 





REO RREa 


B20 ATER OIE OSA PRE OS SE 
Close to Berklee & BU. Easy 
control. Best prices in the city & 
ist month iree. Drum rooms 
from $125. Band room from 
$250 781-237-BBB0 Ext. 17 


SOUND MUSEUM 
REHEARSAL COMPLEX 
We beat any monthly, 
weekly & hourly prices. Ask 
about our new PRO 
SOUNDSTAGE starting at 
$15 p/hr fully equipped. 

Student Discounts 

Play where the Pros Play 
24hr access. Locations 
Allston, Boston, Brighton, 
So. End. 617-423-4959 


REHERSAL 
SPACE- FENWAY 
AREA $195/mo! 


2 regular nights-share Sun- 
days, plus bonus nights 
Avail NOW. Call Ron 

day 617-739-8622 

nights 781-449-7558 
flipside @ flipsideweb.com 
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Boston’s Best 
Live Chat! 


617-245-1000 


Worcester 508-365-1000 


Women always call FREE 
Men use free trial code 7131 


Men can call 1.900.329.8833 
for only $1.*°/ minute! 


make it [Regia tonight 


meetsomeonetonight.com 


Wanna’ Improve 


Your Text Life? 
On your cell phone text the word HOOKUP 
to 5FREE . Women hookup for free, 


Men use Mobile Hookup’s free trial!* 
~only standard operator rates apply 


No liability. 18+, Restrictions apply. 


80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 


LAVALIFE USERS.* 


ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN 


Click at a Flick 


Social Life 
Version 2.0 


Aix 
Com 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


More cities 1 .888.257.5757 


free for women! 


enter code: 351 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL « CLICK - CONNECT™ 
1-900-484-2525 50min $25/call 


1IOW PAANY 
CAN YOU 


wON, “DLE? 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
oy 0] - Bay Mi Bc wa ol eleye/ 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


Pak’ eece fe x —m 


Where singles click” 


www .lavalife.com/flick 


*Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 


SRS 
Dating 


BEST CHATLINE! 
FREE for women! 
617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 
508-635-9595 
CALL NOW! 
18+. No liability. 


CHATLINES 
Love is on the Line 
Enter FREE code 5162 
Call 617-848-1688 
Other MA #'s 800-984-4LUV 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 
Instant live phone connections 
with Boston singles 24 hrs. a 
day! Try us FREE! Enter 
code 2130. (617) 245-1005. 
Other MA #’s 1-877-834-4044 


LAVALIFE 


Where singles click 
Call now to meet hundreds of 
local singles in Boston 
1st Time Buyer's Special 
Only $15 for 1 hour! 
Free to browse 


617-475-9000 
508-713-0000 


Enter code 114. Must be 18+ 


NIGHTLINE 
Boston's Best Chat and Date 
line. Women always call FREE 
men try us FREE using code 
2133. (617) 245-1005 


~ Want to 
/ go out 
| tonight? 


Check out our listings. 


‘Want to go. 
out with 
someone 
tonight? 


“Check out our personals. 


|personals’ 


Bulletin Board 


SELL YOUR STUFF 
FREE ADS 


For Merchandise For Sale 
Get 4 Lines for 4 Weeks 
Completely Free. Call 
617-859-3300 for details 


‘Phee 


om Se, ee 


Computers/Tech 


COMPUTERS USED 
Compaq, Gateway, Dell, HP. 
IBM. CD ROM drive, CORW 
drive or DVD burner, speaker. 
keyboard, mouse. Fully od 
with warranty. System starts at 
$250.00 add 19” monitor for 
$39.00 or 21” for $90.00. Used 
laptops available. Starts at 
$475, trade in credit custom 
built systems, laptop repairs 
and upgrades also available 
617-847-1400 


WOODEN 
FURNITURE 


burn St. Watertown. 617 
924-7412 www.evergreen 
furniture.com 


General For Sale 


*Marliboro, Virginia 


Slim, Parliament*: 
$23.85. Cartons starting at 
$11.00. Call 1-877-532-1425 


Spa! 
Overstocked! New 
spa-LOADED! Includes 
delivery, and warrai 
was $5999 1-888-397- 


Viagra 
$2.40/dose-CiALIS a 
Lowest price refills guarant 
Cali PBG we can 


7 


profit Organization toll free 866- 


887-7283 


Call now for hot 
live chat with 
Boston singles! 


SERVICES 
OFFERED 


GET RESULTS! 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Academic 


| Want To Type Your 
Papers 


Reasonable rates. Prompt and | 
concis Call me 401-273-0300 | 


X222 or 401-559-7809 


Adoption 


Pregnant? 
Considering 
Adoption? 

We can help! We specialize in 
matching families with birtt 
mothers nationwide. Toll free 
24 hours a day. 866-921-0565 
ONE TRUE GIFT ADOPTIONS 


Financial 


$$ A Cash Now 
Offer SS 
future r y fror 


3503 www.pr 


S$SSCASHS$$ Cash Now for 
Structured Settlements, Annu 
ities, and Insurance Payouts 
(800)794-7310 J.G Went 


worth.... J.G. Wentworth Means | 


Cash Now For Structured Set 
tlements. (AAN CAN) 


$Cash$ 


Cash now for structured settle- 


ments, annuities and insurance 
payouts. 800-794-7310 J.G 


Wentworth J.G. Wentworth | 
means cash now for structured | 


settlements 


et cetera 
NEED A RIDE? 


www.che aper-than-a-taxi.com 
(888) 705-0399 
Savings Code: 84801317 


Gay/Lesbian 


TESTING! TESTING! H-I-V! 
FOR MEN WHO HAVE SEX 
WITH MEN! 


UMP 
Peers sing More revention) 
at Cambridge Cares about 
AIDS 

Call (617) 599-0231 to get the 


results you need 


You’re not 
the kind of 
person to 
stand around 
the water 
cooler telling 
everyone 
what an 
incredible 
weekend you 
had. 


But you 
could be. 


thopcan 


THE ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


(Sholom ef-1 am <-> 4anaal-1-1-s-1e[-)) 
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CLINICAL RESEARCH 


| Would you like to participate INVESTIGATIONAL 











DIABETES RESEARCH STUDY) LEER ea Drinking too NET WE bao wee) 0) 


much? 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! | SiaaeanaanaaOaRa By Heo 


17 years and older? about it? 
¢ D0 YOU HAVE TYPE 1 DIABETES? You may be eligible 
¢ ARE YOU BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18 AND 43? 
¢ HAVE YOU HAD DIABETES BETWEEN 
1 AND 15 YEARS? : 
+ ARE YOU A NON-SMOKER? a 017-845-1638 
You may be eligible to participate in a research study looking at the = fj 














| SkinCare Physicians of Chestnut Hill 
































prevention of diabetic eye disease. This study seeks to find out whether Healthy Female Cocaine Users 






















aspirin or clopidogrel can prevent diabetic retinopathy. Pad id Donore OR 
Participants will be supplied with the study medication and NEF : Healthy Female Smokers 
will be expected to complete 5 one hour visits over a 4 month period. shdle : Ages 21-35 








California Cryobank, the world’s leading reproductive tissue 
bank, is looking for healthy males, in college or with a 
college degree, to become a part of our anonymous sperm 
donor program. As a donor you'll receive up to $900 per 
month. For more information or to see if you qualify call: 


CALIFORNIA 1-800-231-3373 Ext. 41 
www.cryobankdonors.com 


REPRODUCTIVE TISSUE SEAVICES 


ee THE a 
ey ee ee ee, ee ee ee 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX REACHES 
MORE PEOPLE LIKELY TO 
PARTICIATE IN A MEDICAL RESEARCH 
STUDY THAN THE BOSTON METRO 









Blood sampling 
Multiple Visits 
Earn Up to $550 
Taxi Transportation Provided 
Call 617-855-2969 OR 
Toll F 1-866-267-9177 


Eligible participants will be compensated for their time. 









For more information, please contact Linda 

The Schepens Eye Research Institute at (617) 912-7413 
Sponsored by Schepens Eye Research 

Institute & Massachusetts General Hospital 






















BOSTON 
PHOENIX 


TOTAL ADULTS 418,100 211,800 


AGE 1824 71,400 45,800 
AGE 2534 117,900 49,100 


SOME COLLEGE 
EDUCATION 94,600 34,900 


NEWCOMERS 9,500 4,000 
(Lived in city less than 1 year) 


MTV GENERATION 122,900 83,400 
(Age 1844 and view MTV or VH1) 










HOW TO READ 418,100 Boston market adults have read one of the last four issues of the Boston Phoe- 
nix. 71,400 of them are age 18-24. 211,800 Boston market adults have read one of the last four issues of 
the Boston Metro and 45,800 of them are age 18-24. 


SOURCE The Media Audit, Jun-Jul 2003, 4-edition cume, Boston SMSA 
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Dining Highlights 


48 Harvard Avenue Camino Real 


Allston, MA 02134 Don't let its location on the map confuse you: Colombian 
(617) 254-5088 food is mountain food, not spicy stuff. Most gringos love it at 
(617) 254-9475 Fax | first bite. At Camino Real, don't miss the soups, the tostones 
(plantain chips), the empanadas, the chicken a la criolla, or 

the "rice with shrimp." And bring a serious appetite 


I've long touted Colombian food as a meat-and-potatoes 
answer to middie-American cravings. Except for coastal 
strips, Colombia is a mountain country where people eat to 
stay warm and don't feel the Usual equatorial urge for fiery 
spices and exotic fruits. But tside Eastie and Chelsea, 
Colombian restaurants have been rare in these parts 
Camino Real is the first in mainland Boston in more than 15 
years 


The most populated parts of Colombia are like three coun- 
N J tries divided by north-south mountain ranges, a fact that has 
OT JUST figured substantially in Colombian history and the novels of 
Meat Gabriel Garcia Marquez. The cooks at Camino Real come 
from Medellin, the unofficial capital of the middle valley. This 
is a departure from most previous restaurants, where the 
& POTATOES focus has been on Cali and the western valley. You don't 
need to know this to enjoy the food. In fact, most Americans 

will not need to know anything to enjoy this food 


48 Harvard Avenue, Allston ¢ (617) 254-5088 
-Robert Nadeau, Boston Phoenix, March 23 - 30, 2000 


Check out the full review online at www.bostonphoenix.com 
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QUESADILLAS * ENCHILADAS 


Greek & American a a Sk Sie 


Cuisine i: MUSIC 
Lunch & Dinner hursday, Friday & Saturday Night 
Specials 


Grilled Fish 


202 Third St. 
Cambridge, MA 
617-868-9098 
www.d 


3 LOCATIONS: 
1728 MASS AVE., CAMBRIDGE + 617-354-7400 
149 FIRST AVE., CAMBRIDGE » 617-354-5550 
1294 BEACON ST., BROOKLINE » 617-739-3900 


Pree Peer OMe DL eee PeL POD UE DePeUUeEee 


Peet aes 28 FT 


one kendall square 


NI ) building 300, cambridge 
CAMBRIDGE 617.661.1660 AYA 


6 1 7-354-0335 782 MAIN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 


_ wwwjasminekendall.com 


7 ‘ ‘ 
NEW! Visit www.thephoenix.com and link to our menu pages complete with photos, maps, and delivery information 
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reviews ; 
and articles 


8 DAYS A WEEK 


The Sid and Nancy Punch and 
Judy Show, noh theater, the 
White Stripes on the big 
screen, the Rockettes, the 
BSO’s Berlioz, and more. 


6 FILM 


Steve Vineberg looks at the 
HFA‘s “Ingmar Bergman: Early 
Works” and likes what he sees; 
plur reviews of Bright Leaves, 
Closer, Scénes intimes/Sex Is 
Comedy, and Weapons of Mass 
Deception. 


16 THEATER 


Carolyn Clay makes a reserva- 
tion for John Kuntz in Fully 
Committed and Sally Cragin 
previews Tim Robbins’s anti- 
war satire Embedded. 


21 PERFORMANCE 


Jeffrey Gantz previews The 
Christmas Revels. 


22 ART 


Christopher Millis applauds 
the incongruous sculpture 
of Jill Slosburg-Ackerman 
and Steve Hollinger, and 
Randi Hopkins previews 
Stephen Prina and Roni 
Horn at Harvard. 


26 TELEVISION 


Joyce Millman enjoys both 
Geoffrey Rush’s valiant per- 
formance as reprehensible 
genius funnyman Peter 
Sellers in an HBO bio-pic 
and TNT’s The Librarian: 
Quest for the Spear. 


28 BOOKS 


Jeffrey Gantz looks at a fresh 
crop of Shakespeare studies, 
including Stephen Greenblatt’s 
Will in the World, and Ted 
Drozdowski checks out a 
biography of Howlin’ Wolf. 


CLASSICAL 


David Weininger previews 
NEC Opera Theater’s produc- 
tion of Benjamin Britten’s The 
Turn of the Screw, the New 
England String Ensemble, 
Harrison Birtwistle at Harvard, 
and Beethoven at the Gardner 
museum. 











Sam Fuller's 
WW2 epic restored 


by Chris Fujiwara and 
Gerald Peary 
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The Perfect Holiday Gift 


Tickets come in a special gift envelope for the holidays! 


14th Annual 


: The (.@MNMOE Museum 
SOsieus @ § 
jf WINE 
’ EXPO [iA © 
Jan. 29 & 30, 2005 4 | .- ’ 
Seaport World Trade Center —  £>=ai-45 = et Is and Nation 


877-946-3976 . ie. 4 >. - “ ae ; New Art from Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, 
www.wine-expos.com a vat Arte nuevo d 









_ 1 ry 7) r . 
) de Cuba, la Kepublica Dominicana Puerto Rice \ 


Islas Naciones 


Through January 30, 2005 


Work by over 30 artists including: Allora & Calzadilla, Tania Bruguera, 


Tony Capellan, Los Carpinteros, Rafael Ferrer, Quisqueya Henriquez 


Charles Juhasz-Alvarado, Jorge Pineda, Esterio Segura & others 


The RISD Museum lu-Su 10 am-5 pm 
Ignacio Lang, Looking for a Signal (Buscando un senai), 1999-2000 (det 224 Benefit Street, Free admission: Fr 12-1:30 pm; 
Providence, RI Su 10 am-1 pm; third Th monthly 
401 454-6500 5-9 pm; last Sa monthly. 
oe www.risdmuseum.org 
Todd English 
Founder, President & Chef 
gd The Olive Group - 
Sponsored By | 


The Boston Globe inter 
a _ 





0 
ANBC Generous support also provided by the Providence Tourism Council 


turntatd.com 





ur workd, unfokting daily 


Ae FS TM NIV PRESENTS 
>>  WVERY MCOUSIIC 
_—~ Ree CHRIS TWAS 


* Donavon Frankenreiter « 


* Carbon Leaf * Melissa Ferrick * 


Thursday, December 2nd 
the paradise: boston 21+ 
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the 
River 


Oz? 













you can't buy tickets... 
you can only win them on The River! 








Sex, drugs 
&... puppets? 


SATURDAY: A puppet show about the sordid 
saga of punk’s most notorious Sex Pistol and 
his dead girlfriend? Believe it: The Sid and 
Nancy Punch and Judy Show is just one of 
almost a dozen short works being performed 
tonight at Puppet Showplace Theater’s annual 
PuppetSlam for adult audiences. Punchier than 
a poetry slam, and quite a bit weirder, this 
year’s PuppetSlam includes takes on everything 
from S/eepy Hollow to Faust by veteran 
puppeteers and newcomers alike. That’s at 

8 p.m. at 32 Station Street in Brookline. 
Admission is $12; call (617) 731-6400. 





DAYS AWEEK VW 





A round-up of notable happenings in the next 8 days" 


Dropkick Murphys 





DROPKICK MURPHYS. Now a certified St. Patrick's Day 
tradition, the veteran Boston punk band’s mid-March home- 
town stand runs March 17 through 20 at Avalon, 15 
Lansdowne Street in Boston, and it will likely sell out quickly 
Tickets go on sale this Friday at 10 a.m.; call (617) 931-2000. 


ILLUMINATIONS TOUR. The Somerville Arts Council's insanely 
popular annual trolley tour of the area’s most bedecked halls 
and homes takes place December 18, with eight departures 
leaving from Somerville City Hall between 4:30 and 8:45 p.m 
Tickets are $10 and go on sale Monday at McIntyre and 
Moore Booksellers, 255 Elm Street in Davis Square; call (617) 
625-6600 extension 2985. 


“HOT STOVE, COOL MUSIC.” So who broke the curse? Was 
it the aforementioned Dropkick Murphys, with their re- 
recording of the Sox classic “Tessie”? Or was it Sox GM 
Theo Epstein taking the stage this time last year to belt 
out Pearl Jam covers? Epstein returns on January 9 for the 
fifth annual HSCM gig at the Paradise, 967 
Commonwealth Avenue in Boston, where he'll be joined by 
Bill Janovitz, Peter Gammons, Kay Hanley, Bronson Arroyo, 
the Gentlemen, and many more. Proceeds benefit the 
Jimmy Fund; call (617) 931-2000. 


SCISSOR SISTERS. January 14 at Avalon: on sale Friday at 
10 a.m., call (617) 931-2000. 


RENEE FLEMING. February 18 at Symphony Hall; call (617) 
266-1200. 


THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA. March 30 through May 22 
at the Opera House; call (617) 931-ARTS. 


SAVION GLOVER. May 6 through 8 at the Cutler Majestic 
Theatre; call (617) 876-4275. 


EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI 


@ THURSDAY 2 

ART. With intellectual property rights 
shaping up as the artistic, economic, and 
legislative battleground of the informa- 
tion age, the Montserrat College of Art 
Gallery opens “A New Order: Appro- 
priation Art in the Digital Age.” A 
survey of so-called “illegal art” (some of 
which has already proved actionable), it 
has works by a dozen artists whose 
work challenges that loaded phrase 
“fair use,” including Negativland, the 
group of art-rocking copyright outlaws 
and media pranksters who've taken on 
everyone from the RIAA to U2. (Nega- 
tivland’s Mark Hosler is also in town 
this week to show a program of short 
documentaries at the Coolidge Corner 
Theatre on Monday; see “This Just In,” 
in News & Features.) “A New Order” 
opens with a reception from 5 to 
7 p.m. and is up through February 5; 
Montserrat is at 23 Essex Street in 
Beverly; call (978) 921-4242. 

FILM. Last month, the Dutch film- 
maker Theo van Gogh was murdered 
by a young Muslim extremist, appar- 
ently at least in part because of his de- 
piction of Muslim women in his short 
film “Submission” (2004). It screens as 
part of Video Balagan’s “Art and Pol- 
itics” program, which also includes 
Iranian filmmaker Reza Parsa’s incendi- 
ary “Meeting Evil” (2002), a film that 
captures the harrowing final confessions 
of a suicide bomber. That’s at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Coolidge Corner, 290 Harvard 
Street in Brookline; call (617) 734-2500. 
CLASSICAL. One of the better record- 
ings of the 20th century, in our humble 
opinion, is Berlioz’s Roméo et Juliette 
as performed by Charles Munch and the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. So 
James Levine will have his work cut 
out for him when he and the BSO take 
on that exquisite symphony this week- 


end, but they'll have some pretty decent | 
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soloists — mezzo-soprano Lorraine Hunt 
Lieberson, tenor Matthew Polenzani, and 
bass-baritone Julien Robbins — plus, of 
course, the Tanglewood Festival Chorus, 
and the new orchestra seating, with first 
and second violins antiphonally de- 
ployed, will clarify Berlioz’s inner voices 
in a way you haven't heard for the past 
30 years. Performances are tonight, to- 


FRIDAY: “Creeps, Curves, and Canines” *# 





morrow, and Saturday at 8 p.m. at Sym- 
phony Hall, 301 Massachusetts Avenue 
in Boston, and tickets are $27 to $105; 
call (617) 266-1200. 

THEATER. The cast of 44 performers 
comprises an ensemble of 14 men and 
women singers and dancers, assorted ac- 
tors as Mr. and Mrs. Claus and their help- 
ful elves, and a line of 18 Rockettes. The 
first half of the performance includes the 
Rockettes’ numbers and a quick-time ver- 
sion of The Nutcracker. Act two is the tra- 
ditional “Living Nativity.” The Radio 
City Christmas Spectacular with the 
Rockettes runs December 2 through 31 
at the Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont Street 


in the Theater District. Tickets are $18.50 
to $74.50; call (800) 447-7400, or visit 
www.wangcenter.org. 

Drama mavens who’ve had it up to the 
turkey feathers with Tiny Tim may find 
their own holiday perennial when the 
Gold Dust Orphans revive their surly sea- 
son’s greeting, Who’s Afraid of the 
Virgin Mary? In writer/performer Ryan 
Landry’s holiday brawl, a drunk and dis- 
orderly Joseph and Mary, “lost in time and 
still living in Bethlehem,” host a young 
Kris Kringle and wife for some late-night 
boozing. Quicker than you can say Sandy 
Dennis, things get way out of hand. 
The show, with a veiled Landry as the 
BVM, continues through December 23 
at the Ramrod Center for the Perform- 
ing Arts in Machine, 1254 Boylston 
Street in Boston. Tickets are $25; call 
(617) 265-6222. 


@ FRIDAY 3 

FILM. Sex, war, politics, and sex are 
on the cinematic-opening bill this 
week — so what else is new? Closer, 
Mike Nichols’s film about intercou- 
pling couples, sounds like an update 
of his 1971 film Carnal Knowledge; it 
stars Julia Roberts, Jude Law, Natalie 
Portman, and Clive Owen. More seri- 
ous fare is on tap in Sam Fuller’s 1980 
epic about his WW2 experiences, The 
Big Red One, and this new version, 
which gets a week at the Brattle, is 
truly big, with the 50 minutes that 
were cut back in 1980 restored. Wonder 
what Sam would think of Weapons of 
Mass Deception, Danny Schechter’s 
documeniary on the Iraq War and the 
Bush administration. If it’s all too much 
for you, you can seek relief in Catherine 
Breillat’s Scenes intimes/Sex Is Com- 
edy, though there’s probably not much to 
laugh about in this semi-autobiographical 
film about a director (Anne Parillaud) 
having problems with a sex scene. 

The unlikely Napoleon Dynamite is 
beginning to look like the brightest and 
funniest film debut of the year. Imagine 
Wes Anderson combined with Al Capp and 
you might get an idea of the wacky sensi- 


bility behind Jared Hess’s shaggy-dog 
story about a shameless nerd who tries to 
remake his intensely square small town in 
his own image. Featuring a breakout (and 
not just in complexion) performance by 
Jon Heder, quotably gnomic dialogue, and 
the weirdest family of all time, it screens at 
midnight tonight and tomorrow at the 
Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle Street in Har- 
vard Square; call (617) 876-6837. 
THEATER. Alarm Clock Theatre gives a 
wake-up tonight to a couple of 36-year- 
old one-acts that first put prolific play- 
wright and area éminence Israel Horovitz 
on the map. The Indian Wants the 
Bronx, a countdown to urban violence 
that introduced Al Pacino, and It’s 
Called the Sugar Plum, in which un- 
likely romance blooms between a young 
woman and the guy who just ran over her 
fiancé, debuted Off Broadway in 1968 
They’re together again on this double bill, 
which continues at the Boston Center for 
the Arts, 539 Tremont Street in the South 
End, through December 19. Tickets are 
$15; $12 for seniors and students. Call 
(617) 933-8600. 

DANCE. Twenty years as a dance compa- 
ny is an anniversary that commands re- 
spect. Tonight and tomorrow, Caitlin 
Corbett Dance Company will be cele- 
brating at Massachusetts College of Art’s 
Tower Auditorium. On the bill: an excerpt 
from Joycie’s Pie (1992), with “12 skip- 
pers”; Wigwam Ladies (1984), Corbett’s 
“signature fur bra solo”; the 2003 octet 
Rain; a video presentation of the 1986 
Car Dance; and three premieres: Three 
Quartets (inspired by Michael Nyman’s 
String Quartet No. 1, Oh (a solo to “Oh, 
Susanna”), and the love duet Five Things 
Both performances are at 5 p.m., Tower 
is at 621 Huntington Avenue in Boston, 
and tickets are $15, or $12 for students 
and seniors; call (617) 864-3191. 

ART. Here are two different takes on the 
idea of works on paper. Our favorite mon- 
ster-themed illustrator — frequent 
Phoenix contributor Mister Reusch — un- 
veils his latest exhibit, “Creeps, 
Curves, and Canines,” which was in- 
spired in part by his burlesque-performing 

















girlfriend Miss Firecracker and by his 
dog, Frankenstein, at Evos Arts, 98 Mid- 
dle Street in Lowell It’s up through De- 
cember 22, with a reception tonight at 7; 
call (978) 441-9906. And for the Boston 
Sculptors Gallery’s latest group show and 
fundraising exhibit, “Paper, Scissors, 
Sculpture,” each of the gallery’s mem- 
ber artists has created a limited-edition 
set of digitally printed, do-it-yourself 
“sculptures” — a sophisticated twist on 
magazine cut-outs, paper dolls, and other 
childhood fun. The show runs through 
December 24 at 486 Harrison Avenue in 
the South End; call (617) 482-7781. 


@ SATURDAY 4 

DANCE. Allston’s Salam Elvis Belly- 
dance Troupe is, well, exactly what it 
says: a group of bellydancers backed by a 
live Elvis Presley tribute band. They per- 
form at the All Asia Café, 334 Massachu- 
setts Avenue in Central Square; call (617) 
497-1544. 

FILM. One of the best places to keep up 
with the local cinema scene is the “New 
England Film Artists Present” series 
in the Remis Auditorium at the Museum 
of Fine Arts. Two documentaries screen 
today: “Inside Out,” Cindy Kleine’s 
look at the weird and profound world of 
outsider art, at noon, and John Michal- 
czyk’s “Killing Silence: Taking on 
the Mafia in Sicily,” the story of out- 
raged Palermo citizens who decided to 
take on the Mafia after the 1992 assassi- 
nation of two prosecutors, at 1:30 p.m. 
The MFA is at 465 Huntington Avenue in 
Boston; call (617) 267-9300. 
CLASSICAL. The Nutcracker and the 
Holiday Pops may be distinguished 
Christmas traditions in Boston, but the 
king of the hill is still the Handel and 
Haydn Society’s Messiah, which was 
first presented in 1818 (the American 
premiere) and has been offered every 
year since 1854, when Tchaikovsky was 
still a teenager and Boston didn’t even 
have a symphony orchestra. The 151st 
annual presentation features soprano 
Heather Buck, contralto Sonia Sasseville, 
tenor William Hite, and baritone Kevin 
Deas; John Finney will conduct, and, oh 
yes, this is a period-instrument version. 
Performances are today and tomorrow at 
3 p.m., next Friday (December 10) at 
7:30 p.m., and next Saturday (December 
11) at 3 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 301 
Massachusetts Avenue in Boston. Tickets 
are $30 to $77; call (617) 266-3605, or 
visit www. handelandhaydn.org. 

Boston Ballet music director Jonathan 
McPhee makes his debut as music direc- 
tor and conductor of the Longwood 
Symphony Orchestra in a program of 
Walton’s Crown Imperial, Wieniawski’s Vi- 
olin Concerto No. 2, with guest soloist 
Ayano Ninomiya, and Tchaikovsky’s Sym- 
phony No. 6 (Pathétique). That's at 8 p.m. 
at Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough Street in 
Boston, and tickets are $25, or $15 for stu- 
dents and seniors; call (508) 877-3928, or 
visit www.longwoodsymphony.org 


@ SUNDAY 5 

CLASSICAL. Thirty-six appearances in 
Boston and still going. No, not the 
Chieftains but the Vienna Choir 
Boys, yet another of the Hub’s holiday 
traditions. This year’s program ranges 
from Gregorian chant to Schiitz and 
Mendelssohn and Mozart and Schu- 






















Just say noh 





Umewaka Rokuro 








TUESDAY: The Japan Society of Boston continues its centenary celebration with an unusual bill 
titled “The First Noh & Kyogen Program Witnessed by Americans,” a re-creation of the Japanese 
theatrical smorgasbord first served to former president Ulysses S. Grant and his wife on a state 
visit to Japan in 1879. On the bill are the classic The Earth Spider, which depicts “a battle of 


noble warriors trying to subdue a terrible Nature demon”; an excerpt from the noh play Mochizuki, 


and the comic kyogen play Trapping the Fox. Completing the historic connection is the presence 


of Umewaka Rokuro, whose great-grandfather, Umewaka Minoru, performed for the Grants — talk 


about Pacific overtures. The one-night-only presentation begins at 7 p.m. at John Hancock Hall, 
180 Berkeley Street in Boston. Tickets are $35, $30 for Japan Society members, $15 for 


students; call (617) 451-0726. 


mann to Austrian folk songs and Ger- 
man Christmas carols; among the selec- 
tions you might not expect are Aaron 
Copland’s “I Bought Me a Cat,” Oscar 
Peterson’s “Hymn to Freedom,” Irving 
Berlin’s “White 

Christmas,” 
waltzes and polkas 
(is there a backing 
band, or do they 
conjure the Swingle 
Singers?) by Joseph 
Strauss and Franz 
Lehar. That’s at 
3 p.m. at Jordan 
Hall, 30 Gainsbor- 
ough Street in 
Boston, in a Bank of 
America presenta- 
tion. Tickets are 
$41 and $46; call (617) 482-6661. 
THEATER. Septuagenarian show-biz 
legend Elaine Stritch knocked the roof 
off the Wilbur Theatre with her one- 
woman show a couple of months back; 
now octogenarian legend (born 1921) 
Carol Channing takes to the Berklee 
Performance Center stage for one night 
only to mix “her hit songs with recollec- 
tions of her storied past.” If it seems im- 
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possible that Channing can match La 
Stritch, consider that the multi-Tony-win- 
ning star of Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, 
Hello, Dolly!, and Thoroughly Modern 
Millie led the New York Times’ Margo Jef- 
ferson to gush, “We were watching a 
master performer who still has more to 
give than most performers half her age 
or younger.” That’s at 136 Massachusetts 
Avenue in Boston at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$30 and $37.50; call (617) 876-7777. 


White Stripes, 


big screen 


THURSDAY 9: For the first time and probably the last: “Seven 
Nation Army” at the AMC Fenway. Out this past Tuesday, the 


White Stripes’ new concert DVD, Under Blackpool Lights, was 
filmed last January in England and includes a few new twists, 
including Jack and Meg’s take on Dylan’s “Outlaw Blues.” For 


one night only, the DVD is getting theatrical screenings 
across the country. Here in Boston, it’s playing at 7 p.m. at 
the AMC Fenway 13, 201 Brookline Avenue in the Fenway; 


call (617) 424-6266. 


ver Art” 





@ MONDAY 6 

ART. At ZuZu, it’s the opening reception 
for “Cover Art,” for which more than 
three dozen local artists and rockers 
have reproduced their favorite album 
covers in a wide 
array of media — 
from the Velvet Un- 
derground’s Warhol 
banana done in 
macaroni to Iron 
Maiden on tradi- 
tional high-school 
denim to the Moth- 
ers of Invention’s 
Weasels Ripped My 
Flesh in felt. That's 
at 474 Massachu- 
setts Avenue in 
Central Square; call 
(617) 492-5162, extension 237. 

TALK. The Washington Post's Ben 
Bradlee and 60 Minutes creator Don 
Hewitt — a pair of wizened old-media 
giants — will attempt not to look too 
shell-shocked while pondering the ques- 
tion “What’s happened to the news?” 
today at 5:30 p.m. at the JFK Library and 























The White Stripes 







Museum, at Columbia Point. It’s free; call 
(617) 514-1643 

FILM, His role in the recent mockumen- 
tary Incident at Loch Ness is a reminder of 
how much we need this guy making 
films again. If further proof is needed, re- 
fresh your memory with “Werner Her- 
zog: Film Has To Be Physical,” a 
free series of films at the Boston Public 
Library in cooperation with the Goethe- 
Institut Boston. It opens with his most re- 
cent feature, Invincible (2001), the 
true story about a Jewish strongman 
who was a show-biz hit in Nazi Germany. 
Touched with Herzog’s trademark pathos 
and absurdity, tragedy and magic, it 
screens at 6 p.m. and will be introduced 
by Herbert Golder, a Boston University 
classics professor and Herzog collabora- 
tor. The Library is at 700 Boylston Street 
in Copley Square; call (617) 536-5400 
extension 4319. 


@ TUESDAY 7 

FILM. Another local filmmaker takes a 
bow this week, this time across the river 
at the “Chicks Make Flicks” series at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


LAER # Paod OO Ce irae 


m8 RAE ER ee 


Lorna Lowe Streeter screens her docu 
mentary Shelter, in which she comes to 
terms both with her birth mother and the 
woman who adopted her as an infant 
The film screens at 7 p.m. in Room 6-120 
(enter at 77 Massachusetts Avenue) in 
Cambridge. A discussion with the film 
maker follows; call (617) 253-8844 

THEATER, Katharine Hepburn was still 
with us when Kate Mulgrew first un 
leashed her uncanny impersonation of 
the star in Matthew Lombardo’s one 
woman play, Tea at Five 
show, in which the Star Trek actress plays 


Now the 


the calla-lily-loving movie queen in both 
glamorous youth and cantankerous age, 
is the closest we've got this side of the 
movies. Mulgrew serves tea and accepts 
billets doux from Howard Hughes at the 
Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont Street in 
the Theater District, where the play con 
tinues through December 19. Tickets are 
$33 to $58; call (800) 4447-7400, visit 
www.wangcenter.org, or drop in at the 
Shubert box office. 


@ WEDNESDAY 8 

ART. Gary Baseman’ illustrations are as 
comfortable in high company as they are in 
low: he has several New Yorker covers 
under his belt, and his Emmy-winning Dis 
ney animated series Teacher’s Pet has been 
made into a feature film. Tonight at 7 p.m 
he talks about his new book Dumb Luck, a 
collection of essays, paintings, and com 
mercial work, at the Institute of Contempo 
rary Art, 955 Boylston Street in Boston; 
call (617) 266-5152. And tomorrow, the 
Paradise Lounge opens an exhibit of limit- 
ed-edition prints from Baseman’s recent 
output. That’s at 969 Commonwealth Av 
enue in Boston; call (617) 562-8814 


@ THURSDAY 9 

CLASSICAL. James Levine and the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra clos: 
out 2004 with another power-packed pro 
gram: Schoenberg’s Verklarte Nacht, Mes 
siaen’s Et exspecto resurrectionem mortu 
rum, Stravinsky’s Symphonies of Wind In 
struments, and Bartok’s Music for Strings 
Percussion, and Celesta. Performances are 
tonight at 8 p.m., tomorrow at 1:30 p.m., 
and Saturday at 8 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 
301 Massachusetts Avenue in Boston, and 
tickets are $27 to $105; (617) 266-1200 
SHOPPING. The Honah Lee Holi- 
day Extravaganza puts a couple 
dozen of the coolest local artists, crafts- 
people, and fashionistas in one room for 
a trunk sale cum flea market; the enter- 
tainment comes from the low-budget 
brawlers of the Boston League of 
Women Wrestlers (BLOWW) and from 
the electropop outfit Campaign for Real 
Time. That’s at 7 p.m. at the Jorge 
Hernandez Cultural Center, 85 West 
Newton Street in the South End. Admis- 
sion is $8; call (617) 927-0061 
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Unfamiliar pleasures 


Early Ingmar Bergman at the Harvard Film Archive 


the mirror and swirls the word dramatic intensity from 


BY STEVE VINEBERG 


“Ingmar Bergman: 
Early Works” 


At the Harvard Film Archive 
December 3 through 14 


he Ingmar Bergman films that 
the Harvard Film Archive will 
be screening this month aren't 
the familiar ones — the metaphys- 
ical explorations like The Seventh 
Seal, the chamber dramas like 
Through a Glass Darkly and Per- 
sona that he filmed on his island 
off the Swedish coast, the late dis- 
sections of marriage and family 
like Scenes from a Marriage. These 
are the very early Berg- 
mans, released between 
1946 and 1954. They in- 
clude some movies no 
Bergman festival I can re- 
member has ever shown — 
Prison a/k/a The Devil’s 
Wanton (December 3 at 
9 p.m.) and Frenzy a/k/a 
Torment (which he wrote 
and Alf Sjoberg directed; 
December 3 at 7 p.m.) — 
as well as the rather banal 
sex farces Secrets of Women 
a/k/a Waiting Women (De- 
cember 7 at 9:15 p.m.) and 
A Lesson in Love (December 
14 at 9:15 p.m.), which he 
used as testing grounds for 
his great 1955 high comedy 
Smiles of the Summer Night. 
Here’s the 1953 Sawdust 
and Tinsel a/k/a The Naked 
Night (December 8 at 
9:15 p.m.), perhaps the 
first movie that feels un- 
mistakably like a Bergman 
drama, dappled with ex- 
pressionistic sequences and 
heavy on symbolism. It’s 
not a very satisfying pic- 
ture, though it has a bravu- 
ra opening, where circus 
caravans wend their slow 
way up a hill and past a 
lake that reflects them 
back, and it’s fascinating to 
see how much the film 
influenced Fellini, who 
brought out La strada the 
following year. And here’s 
Thirst (December 4 at 
9:15 p.m.), from 1949, 
sometimes called Three 
Strange Loves, an oddball 
mélange of linked love sto- 
ries. The talented Eva Hen- 
ning plays a moody dancer 
whose first romance breaks 
up when she gets pregnant 
and has an abortion that 
leaves her sterile, and 
whose marriage, to a pro- 
fessor, stalls. Birgit Tengroth is her 
husband’s old lover, now a widow 
doomed to unhappiness. And 
Mimmi Nelson is a former class- 
mate of the dancer’s who has al- 
ways been in love with her. The 
stories overlap, and it takes a 
while to get the relationships 
down. The movie is best in the 
scenes between Henning and Birg- 
er Malmsten, who enact one of 
Bergman’s earliest portraits of a 


miserable, Strindbergian marriage. 


Thirst is the most unusual entry 
in the series, but the best (of the 
ones I’ve seen) are the 1950 Sum- 
mer Interlude a/k/a Illicit Interlude 
(December 5 at 7 p.m.), the 1953 
The Summer with Monika a/k/a 
Monika (December 5 at p.m. and 
December 15 at 9:15 p.m.), and 
the 1948 Port of Call (December 4 
at 7 p.m.). You can feel the 
influence of Strindberg on Port of 
Call, too, though it also recalls Eu- 
gene O’Neill’s Anna Christie — the 
seaside setting, the heroine who 
can’t bury her sexual past. Nine- 
Christine JOnsson’s Berit falls for 
Bengt Eklund’s Gosta, the affable, 


uncomplicated sailor who rescues 
her when she throws herself into 
the water. In a beautifully under- 
played scene, she takes him home 
and allows him to make love to her 
— but regretfully, as if she knew 
that this one-night stand is all she 
can expect. Next morning, she re- 
fuses his farewell embrace, but 
then she asks him whether he’ll be 
back, and after he departs, putting 
on her lipstick, she draws a face on 


“lonesome” above it like smoke 
drifting out of a pipe. 


Port of Call is a rather theatrical, 


though naturalistic, melodrama 
that demonstrates Bergman’s stage 
training — it’s superbly modulated 
(at least until the phony, Stein- 
beckian we’re-the-people finale), 
with scenes that stick with you. 
One is an argument between Berit 
and her mother (Berta Hall), 
whose marriage — to a sailor — 
was so bitter and claustrophobic 
that Berit has grown up without 
much faith in the union of men 
and women. This squabble be- 
tween the sad but fully eroticized 
young woman and her tired, re- 
pressed mother is practically an 
archetypal sequence: you can hear 





THE SUMMER WITH MONICA: what brings Harry and Monika together is a natural re- 
bellion against the oppressive workaday world, but they can’t get away from it. 


not only the great Scandinavian 
modernist playwrights, Ibsen and 
Strindberg, in it but their counter- 
parts from other European the- 
aters as well, like the Frank 
Wedekind of Spring Awakening. 
Berit’s past involves a wretched 
existence eked out in a reformato- 
ry after she ran away with her 
boyfriend to escape the sordid, 
prison-like atmosphere of her par- 
ents’ cottage. Bergman works up a 
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the opening, crisis- 
point scene, Berit’s sui- 
cide attempt, and he 
and his photographer, 
Gunnar Fischer, estab- 
lish a fatalistic lyricism 
with magnificent moon- 
lit late-night and foggy 
early-morning shots of 
the port. 

Both Summer Inter- 
lude and The Summer 
with Monika are heart- 
breakers — though In- 
terlude at least provides a happy 
ending. Like Port of Call, they’re 
realist depictions of young love. 
Harriet Andersson, Bergman’s first 
great leading lady, plays the title 
character in Monika, a teenager 
who combines a scruffy 
working-class sensuality 
with a slightly preposterous 
romanticism derived from 
Hollywood movies. She’s a 
raunchier version of the 
prostitute in Gorky’s The 
Lower Depths who fancies 
herself living the life of the 
women in the books she 
pores over. Monika sees her 
beau, Harry (Lars Ekborg), 
as “a guy out of a movie,” 
but he’s just an ordinary 
fellow. It’s she who makes 
the first move, in his par- 
ents’ home, though their 
lovemaking has to be put 
off when his dad comes 
home early. There’s a mar- 
velous scene where she 
strips to go skinny-dipping 
in the sea and, awestruck, 
he touches her breasts; 
their youth touches you in 
ways you don’t expect. 
What brings these two to- 
gether is a natural rebellion 
against the oppressive 
workaday world, but they 
can’t get away from it — 
they marry and have a child 
and get swallowed up by it 
all over again. Ekborg has 
an affecting moment when 
Harry looks at his baby 
daughter for the first time 
and realizes in a terrified 
flash what he’s in for. 

With her thick, expres- 
sive lower lip and her 
slightly chunky seductive- 
ness, Andersson is an un- 
usual choice for a movie 
heroine — from some an- 
gles she looks a little like 
Patty Duke — and she 
doesn’t strike a false note. 
(She rarely does, over a 
long career.) Monika is es- 
sentially selfish: she doesn’t 
want to take care of a 
child, she’d rather have a 
new coat than bother with the 
rent, and, inevitably, she cheats on 
Harry. But Andersson and 
Bergman make her sympathetic 
nonetheless. When she cries about 
how her life has turned out — 
they never have enough cash, 
she’s afraid that poverty and 
motherhood have turned her ugly 
— you understand her plight, how 
life has caught and pinned her. 
But our final tears are for Harry, 








SUMMER INTERLUDE: afterward, you remem- 
ber the summer scenes best. 


whom Monika leaves, again pre- 
dictably, to raise the child on his 
own. We see him for the last time 
in a grown-up overcoat and a 
grown-up hat, this teenage boy 
from the early scenes, now aging 
fast, and his eyes widen as he re- 
members their brief summer idyll, 
such a short while ago. 

This is where Monika intersects 
with Summer Interlude, which is 
one of my three or four favorite 
Bergmans. Maj-Britt Nilsson’s Marie 
is a gifted ballerina whose first love 
affair, with Henrik (Birger Malm- 
sten), ends tragically when at the 
end of their single summer togeth- 
er he dies in a diving accident. 
(The Australian director Sue Brooks 
quoted this scene in one of last 
year’s best — and least seen — 
films, Japanese Story.) Interlude in- 
tercuts the flashback story of their 
romance with Marie’s present-day 
life: after he died, she buried the 
feelings he stirred in her, first in a 
loveless liaison with an older man 
who once adored her mother, and 
now in her career, which she’s al- 
lowed to blot out everything else in 
her life. The movie’s trajectory is 
Marie’s release of her long tamped- 
down emotions, which she can ac- 
complish only by reliving her sum- 
mer interlude with Henrik. Inter- 
lude is about the passing of time, 
and Nilsson’s remarkable perform- 
ance, contrasting the young, care- 
free Marie in the first bloom of love 
with the rueful, taut, reined-in 
prima ballerina, supremely poised, 
sets off this theme. 

Afterward, you remember the 
summer scenes best. When Marie 
and Henrik are off on their own, 
he tells her he feels “as though we 
were inside a soap bubble. It’s so 
beautiful, I wish I'd burst into 
fragments and vanish into noth- 
ing.” She hints around, charming- 
ly, that it’s time he kissed her, and 
they describe their physical sensa- 
tions as they stand near each 
other. And then, wondrously, a 
peacock saunters by. The image of 
this exotic creature is Bergman’s 
way of suggesting the strange new 
realm the lovers have entered. The 
whole world seems to be in blos- 
som. “I'll never die,” she promises 
him, but then the cry of an owl 
freaks her out and she asks him to 
hold her as tight as she can, as if 
she were afraid she’ll fall away 
from him, off the edge of the 
world. She doesn’t realize that he’s 
the one who’ll fall. Although it 
came out a mere five years after 
he’d started making movies, Sum- 
mer Interlude is almost as good as 
Bergman ever got. @ 
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Samuel Fuller’s The Big Red One is restored 


BY CHRIS FUJIWARA 


wk kk 
The Big Red One 


Written and directed by Samuel Fuller. 


With Lee Marvin, Mark Hamill, and 
Carradine. A Warner Bros. release 


minutes). All week at the Brattle. 


hen Samuel Fuller was at last 
able to realize a long-held 
ambition and make a film 
Robert about his World War II experiences 
(163 as a soldier in the 1st Infantry Divi- 
sion (nicknamed the Big Red One 
after its shoulder patch), his admir- 
ers expected that it would be his 


masterpiece. War had been the cru- 
cial metaphor and the organizing 
principle throughout his work, 
which already included several 
great war films. 

It was a disappointment to find in 
The Big Red One, on its initial re- 
lease in 1980, only an engaging and 
entertaining film: undeniably per- 
sonal but loose, rambling, and far 
less than the tragic confrontation 
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WHAT IT MEANS TO MURDER RATHER THAN TO KILL is a distinction Lee Marvin in- 
sists on, despite the derision of one of his young charges. 


with nightmare and 
madness it needed to 
be in order to fulfill its 
predetermined role in 
Fuller’s ceuvre. It was 
easy to see that studio 
cutting had hurt the 
film, harder to visualize 
the masterpiece behind 
what was left. The Big 
Red One became an 
awkward embarrass- 
ment for Fuller’s parti- 
sans — a good film that 
should have been great 
— and a source of re- 
gret to Fuller, who until 
his death in 1997 cher- 
ished hopes of restoring 
his butchered film to 
his original vision. 
Richard Schickel’s re- 
construction of The Big 
Red One redresses the 
situation. Now truly 
the great film that was 
expected in 1980, it 
can be called without 
hyperbole a new film. 
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Survival of the fittest 


Although longer by 50 minutes than 
the 1980 version, it feels more eco- 
nomical; it’s also more lucid, more 
gripping, and bolder in its dazzling 
shifts between horror and humor. 

What's different? First, numerous 
missing scenes have been restored. 
One of them — a battle in a Roman 
amphitheater in North Africa — is 
equal to Fuller’s best work: chaotic, 
exciting, and ruthless in its clarity. 
Second, the structure of the film has 
become intelligible. And it’s in the 
structure that Fuller triumphs. 
Asked whether he didn’t agree that 
a story should have a beginning, a 
middle, and an end, Jean-Luc Go- 
dard famously replied, “Yes, but not 
necessarily in that order.” Fuller 
goes beyond Godard in making a 
film that’s all middle. In The Big Red 
One, episodes have neither formal 
beginning nor clear ending: again 
and again, Fuller’s heroes find 
themselves in a crisis, muddle 
through it, and, as they seem to ap 
proach its end, have already be- 
come involved in something else. 
Fuller conveys through this bewil 
dering rush something vital about 
his experience of war. 

The film has, to be sure, a begin- 
ning and an end, but they belong 
not to the young dogfaces whom 
we follow from Algeria to Czecho 
slovakia but to their old sergeant 
(Lee Marvin in a splendid perform 
ance). The sergeant is a quintessen- 
tial Fuller figure, who fights be- 
cause fighting is absurd, and who 





bears a terrible burden the younger 
men are free of: what it means to 
murder rather than to kill (a dis- 


tinction he insists on, despite the 
derision of one of his young 
charges). Late in the film, marking 
him as a crossroads figure between 
life and death, Fuller stages a mag- 
nificent sequence in which the ser- 
geant struggles to bring back, as if 
from the dead, a boy he has carried 
out of the Falkenau concentration 
camp. 

In 1980, the callowness of the ac- 
tors playing members of the 
sergeant’s platoon seemed a com- 
promise. Now it makes sense. By 
casting nonentities as the young 
soldiers (the relative celebrity of 
Mark Hamill, three years after the 
success of Star Wars, only makes his 
lack of stature more noticeable), 
Fuller drives us to identify with the 
sergeant, with war itself as an im- 
personal force, and with the posi- 
tion from which it can be seen (as 
the film’s voiceover narration 
states) that “the only glory is for the 
survivors.” 

This is the main truth of the film. 
In The Big Red One, the dead are 
barely known and not mourned. For 
all the amazing, intense intimacy of 
the film (everything is always too 
close; in a love scene, Fuller cross- 
cuts between big close-ups of eyes), 
Fuller creates a perspective and an 
overriding movement before which 
no single person, alive or dead, ap- 
pears to matter much. (If the vast 
differences between The Big Red 
One and Steven Spielberg’s Saving 
Private Ryan, between which com 
parisons are inevitable if only be 
cause of their Omaha Beach scenes, 
can be reduced to a single issue, it’s 
this.) In the denial of individuality 
an evil 
over which Fuller triumphs by fac- 
ing it without flinching. 


lies the insanity of war 





Slammin’ Sam 


Fuller speaks — and Henry Rollins opines 


BY GERALD PEARY 


f only Sam Fuller, who died in 1997, had 

lived to see the magnificent restoration, 

with 15 new scenes, of his 1980 World 
War II masterpiece, The Big Red One, which 
plays this week, December 3 through 9, at the 
Brattle Theatre. My happiest moment at 
Cannes 2004 was to be among hundreds of 
“cult” Fuller fans cheering the world premiere 
of the stupendous new version. 

What a revelation, the 
picture that Fuller in- 
tended. The last time I'd 
seen The Big Red One 
was at its original re- 
lease, when it was 50 
minutes shorter than its 
current, 188-minute epic 
length. The narrative 
then — scissored down, 
without Fuller’s impri- 
matur, by philistines at Lorimar Productions 
— was rambling, incoherent, only intermit- 
tently involving. But my dissatisfaction with 
this bowdlerized film wasn’t going to stop me 
from an audience with the great man himself. 
Fuller, then (in 1980) 67, was available for an 
interview. And so I found myself in LA up in 
Laurel Canyon, in an old, narrow, unglam- 
orous house. There he held court, puffing on 
a ubiquitous long cigar, pounding out scripts 


on a ratty manual typewriter, reminiscing 
with visitors about his golden days making “ 
pictures on “B” budgets. It was the Europeans 
who discovered him and heralded his gritty, 
super-cinematic, tough-guy flicks: The Steel 
Helmet (1950), Pickup on South Street (1953), 
Forty Guns (1957), Underworld USA (1960), 
Shock Corridor (1963), The Naked Kiss 
(1965). But in 1967, he was taken off Shark!, 
with Burt Reynolds, and for the next decade, 
he sat home, dreaming movies. Finally, Peter 
Bogdanovich, a Fuller devotee, helped get 
backing for a work based on 


” 
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“CAN'T ANYBODY SHUT THIS GUY UP?” is a famous 
quote from an exhausted Lorimar executive. 


I kept the conversation as much 
as possible away from The Big Red 
One, since I was less than crazy 
about the 1980 release version. 
But I had to ask Fuller: was the 
Bobby Carradine character, Private 
Zab, based on himself? He’s a 
cigar-chomping young soldier who 
fights his way through Northern 
Africa, Italy, Normandy, Czechoslo- 
vakia, in order to get a novel out 
of the experience. In answer, the 
filmmaker pulled down a 1944 
book from his shelf: The Dark 
Page, penned by a youthful mili- 
tary recruit named Samuel 
Michael Fuller. And he gave me a 
paperback of his 1980 movie tie-in 
novel of The Big Red One, inscrib- 
ing it, “Gerald, try to survive.” 


“EVERYBODY HATES A CRIT- 


FILM 


CULTURE 








his World War II Army experi- 
ences. The Big Red One. 

I had been warned: Fuller 
talks your ear off, and The Big 
Red One’s existence has much 
to do with the filmmaker’s 
motormouth perseverance. In 
a studio meeting, he recited 
the plot in such enthusiastic, 
infinitesimal detail that Lori- 
mar practically agreed to do the film to quiet 
him. “Can’t anybody shut this guy up?” is a 
famous quote from an exhausted Lorimar ex- 
ecutive. I received one of the shortest audi- 
ences with Fuller on record, only three hours 
of his zany, speedy monologues. That’s be- 
cause as he talked, he was packing a suitcase 
for the airport. 

We conversed in “The Cave,” his home 
office, a dusty room of scripts, books, memo- 





rabilia, and rancid cigar air from his decades 
of non-stop puffing. Fuller acted out a sce- 
nario he was making up on the spot, about 
Nixon and Watergate. “Gerry,” he said, slap- 
ping me on the leg, “I can see it!” His eyes 
twinkled. “Tricky Dick walks into a hotel 
room!” He improvised the dialogue of several 
odious Nixon acolytes, including a rasping 
Kissinger. “What a picture it would make!” 

The Worcester native, a lifelong Democrat, 
segued into a movie idea about Joseph Mc- 
Carthy. “McCarthy goes into his apartment. 
This girl asks, ‘How’s it coming?’ He says, ‘If I 
can put the screws to these bastards, I’m on 
the cover of Life. These are fucking 
schmucks!’ ” Fuller boiled over with excite- 
ment imagining his scenario. “Gerry, I would 
love to tear the heart out of an audience with 
the lousiest son-of-a-bitch ever going. Why 
don’t they make this movie?” 
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IC, but everyone’s a critic. Why not me?” asks 
rocker Henry Rollins? No problem: the Inde- 
pendent Film Channel has handed Henry his 
own 10-part reviewing show, which begins 
this Saturday, December 4. Am I annoyed? 
You bet, for here in media America, anyone 
with an opinion, no matter how brainless and 
clichéd, is deemed qualified to weigh in on 
cinema. In the pilot that I suffered through, 
Rollins raved about Narc as “a roller-coaster 
journey told with urgency,” and his moronic 
guest, Rob Zombie, chimed in, “I thought it 
was awesome.” Then three porn-star ladies 
on a bed gave their autobiographical 
thoughts inspired by Boogie Nights: “My first 
scene, my cherry popped, etc.” Then Rollins 
came back, suddenly intellectual, recom- 
mending Kurosawa’s The Seven Samurai: “You 
gotta watch subtitles. I guarantee you it’s 
worth it.” Thanks, Henry. Es 
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BRIGHT LEAVES 


It’s been a good year for tobacco movies: Coffee 
and Cigarettes, Nicotina, and now Bright Leaves, 
the latest from Sherman’s March documentarian 
Ross McElwee. This one finds the Cambridge film- 
maker returning once more to his Southern roots, 
prompted by a bit of family lore suggesting that 
Bright Leaf, a 1950 melodrama starring Gary Coop- 
er, may have been inspired by his own great-grand- 
father, John Harvey McElwee, a 19th-century North 
Carolina tobacco tycoon who lost his fortune and 
has become a forgotten footnote in regional history. 
McElwee, who's made a career out of shooting 
home movies, is ecstatic to discover what may be a 
home movie re-enacted by Hollywood A-listers, but 
in probing the history of his home town, he finds 
the truth behind the movie to be elusive, even as he 
enjoys the colorful and often humorous distractions 
along the way. 

Like many of his films, Bright Leaves is a person- 
al essay about family, Southernness, and mortality. 
In noting the paradoxes of tobacco — acknowledg- 
ing both the pleasure of smoking and its deadly ef- 
fects, observing that the economic health of the re- 
gion depends on a product that damages the health 
of its customers — McElwee finds connections to 
his own family legacy (after John Harvey, several 
generations of McElwees became doctors) and to 
his own work as a filmmaker. He notes that smoking 
and filmmaking are both activities that seem to ar- 
rest the flow of time, however ineffectively. 

After the generous repast of Sherman's March and 
the food for thought of Time /ndefinite, Bright Leaves 
seems like an after-dinner cigarette. It’s a slighter 
film than McElwee’s others, if no less entertaining. 
The meditative McElwee has many questions to ask 
but few answers to offer, only wry and sometimes 
poignant observations — some found in his own nar- 
ration or the often clever juxtapositions he creates, 
others in the wealth of his revealing interviews with 
eloquent ordinary folk in North Carolina. He may 
have doubts about the ability of film to stop time or 
capture truth, but he manages to accomplish both by 
recording this rich slice of life of regional Americana. 
(107 minutes) At the Coolidge Corner. 

— Gary Susman 


SCENES INTIMES/ 
SEX IS COMEDY 


“Fear of being obscene makes one obscene,” says 
the tyrannical protagonist in Catherine Breillat’s 
semi-autobiographical film about a director trying to 
film a sex scene. By that dictum, Breillat’s ceuvre 
— with its fearless, full-frontal approach to all 
things sexual — is as obscene as a chair. In Scénes 


CLOSER 


knows what either of those words means. 


bassy and in the suburbs. 


trailers | 


People may have deemed Jude Law the sexiest man of the year, but he’s no match for Clive Owen 
in Mike Nichols’s glib and phony Closer, a Carnal Knowledge for an age that no longer knows what 
either of those words means. Law’s Dan is the “writer” (he pens obits and is a struggling novelist 
no less) in a quartet of intercoupling, metaphorically schematic stereotypes who talk a lot about 





A CARNAL KNOWLEDGE for an age that no longer _ ber (adapting his own play) try to make 


logue like “I'm a cave man!”, “Have you seen a heart? It ‘looks like a fist covered in blood!”, and 

“Thank you for your honesty. Now fuck off and die.” Nichols tarts up the staginess with a breezily 
achronological narrative and motifs involving aquariums and smoking, but Closer is too closed for 
discomfort. (103 minutes) At the Boston Common, the Fenway, the Harvard Square, and the Em- 





intimes, manipulative and aggressive director 
Jeanne (Anne Parillaud) struggles to get her young 
actors (Roxane Mesquida and Grégoire Colin) to 
give a convincing performance despite a rigid dis- 
taste for each other. Jeanne engages in perverse 
power plays with both actors, alternately seducing 
and repulsing the responses she wants from them. 
Her female lead is cold and aloof, and the male 
prances around the set with a prosthetic hard-on 
while Jeanne coddles and abuses them. It ends up 
being the cinematic equivalent of a one-night 
stand: it’s impossible to feel any attachment to the 
characters; you spend your time wondering whether 
anything's ever going to happen and anticipating 
the climax; and when the climax finally, finally 
comes, it’s not quite worth the wait. The only relief 
results from the knowledge that you won't wake up 
with these people in your bed. In French with Eng- 
lish subtitles. (92 minutes) At the Kendall Square. 
— Nina MacLaughlin 


WMD: WEAPONS 
OF MASS DECEPTION 


Those who have been fans of Danny Schechter, 
“The News Dissector,” since his days at WBCN 
FM, long before that became another Clear Chan- 
nel fiefdom (and there's a topic for dissection), 
will welcome this documentary about the Or- 
wellian state of the American “news” media. 
They may also be disappointed at the timing of 
the release. Why not before November 2? In fact, 
though, the weapons targeted in this uneven but 
frequently right-on investigation have little to do 
with Saddam's imaginary arsenal or even the cur- 
rent administration. Long before our current ca- 
tastrophe, three Republican presidencies were 
quietly colluding with the corporations that run 
the “news” media, assuring them of monopolies 
if they stay on message. 

How did this happen and what can we do about 
it? Schechter can be scattered in his answers. As for 
the how, he offers information and insights that any 
viewer of, say, Outfoxed would recognize. And like 
Outfoxed, WMD fails to explain why American audi- 
ences willingly dive into such toxic misinformation as 
if it were so much cable-fed fast food. He can be 
repetitious, too, longwinded on obvious points and 
coming up short when there’s something worth fol- 
lowing up — for example, how did the administration 
stage the now-iconic “spontaneous” Iraqi demonstra- 
tion at the liberation of Iraq? In short, Schechter is 
everything journalism today is not — skeptical, un- 
slick, and investigative. As for what we can do, his 
advice is as provocative as it is terse: “Think about 
it.” (98 minutes) At the Kendal! Square. 

— Peter Keough 









sex and truth but show little compre- 
hension of or interest in either. Owen’s 
Larry is the “doctor” (a dermatologist! 
as in “skin deep?”); rounding out the 
team are Julia Roberts as Anna, the 
“photographer” who, in the words of 
Alice, “the stripper” played by Natalie 
Portman (prancing in Victoria’s Secret 
skiwies and the pink wig from Ken 
Russell’s Crimes of Passion), makes 
pictures of sad strangers look beautiful 
so we can feel reassured about life. 
Nichols and screenwriter Patrick Mar- 


















beautiful faces look like sad strangers 
to reassure us about our sophistica- 
tion, but only Owen brings truth to dia- 












— Peter Keough 
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Unless otherwise noted, all film listings 
this week are for Friday December 3 
through Thursday December 9. Times 
often change with little notice, so please 
call the theater before heading out. For 
complete film-schedule information, 
check the Boston Phoenix Web site at 
http www.bostonphoenix. 
com 





boston 


@ BOSTON COMMON 
3499), 175 Tremont St. 
Closer: Fri.-Tues., 11:20 a.m., 12:40, 
1:50, 3:20, 4:30, 5:50, 7:10, 8:30, 9:40, 
11:10; and Fri.-Sat., 12:10 a.m 

After the Sunset: Fri.-Tues., 
11:40 a.m., 2:10, 5:30, 8:20, 10:50 
Alexander: Fri.-Tues., 11:10 .m., 2:50, 
3:50, 6:40, 7:40, 10:30; and Fri.-Sat., 
11:20 


(617-423- 


Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 


son: Fri.-Tues., 11:05 a.m., 12:50, 1:55, 
3:40, 4:40, 6:20, 7:20, 9:20; and Fri.- 
Sat., midnight 

Christmas with the Kranks: Fri.- 
Tues., noon, 1:10, 2:30, 3:30, 6:50, 
9:30; and Fri.-Sat., 11:55 

Finding Neverland: Fri.-Tues., 
10:55 a.m., 12:05, 1:20, 2:55, 4:25, 
5:20, 7:15, 8:15, 10:10 

The Grudge: Fri.-Tues., 10:45 

The Incredibles: Fri.-Tues., 11 a.m., 
12:10, 2, 3:10, 4:50, 6:10, 7:50, 9:10, 
10:40; and Fri.-Sat., 11:40 

National Treasure: Fri.-Tues., 
11:50 a.m., 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11; 
and Fri.-Sat., 12:05 a.m. 

The Polar Express: Fri.-Tues., 
11 a.m., 1:30, 4:10, 6:30, 8:50; and Fri.- 
Sat., 11:25 

Ray: Fri.-Tues., 12:30, 4:20, 8:10; and 
Fri.-Sat., 11:30 

Seed of Chucky: Fri.-Tues., Fri.-Tues., 
10:20 

Sideways: Fri.-Tues., 11:25 a.m., 2:20, 
5:40, 8:40; and Fri.-Sat., 11:40 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: Fri.-Tues., 11:30 a.m., 12:20, 
1:40, 2:40, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50; and Fri.- 
Sat., midnight 


@ COPLEY PLACE (617-266-1300), 
100 Huntington Ave. 

Alfie: Fri.Tues., 11:45 a.m., 2:15, 5:05, 
7:45, 10:20 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries:  Fri.-Tues., 
10:30 a.m., 1:20, 4:15, 7:15, 10 
Friday Night Lights: Fri.-Tues., 
12:30, 3:40, 6:45, 9:20 

Garden State: Fri.-Tues., Fri.-Tues., 
7:30, 10:10 

I ( Huckabees: Fri.-Tues., 11:15 a.m., 
12:45, 1:50, 3:05, 4:55, 6, 8:10, 9:30; 
and Fri.-Sat., 10:50 

Kinsey: Fri.-Tues., 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 
12:15, 1:30, 2, 2:45, 4, 4:30, 5:20, 6:30, 
7, 8, 9:10, 9:45, 10:40 

Shall We Dance?: Fri.-Tues., noon, 
2:35, 5:40, 8:30; and Fri.-Sat., 11 
Shark Tale: Fri.-Tues., 10:50 a.m., 
1:40, 4:45 

Team America: World Police: Fri.- 
Tues., 10:40 a.m., 1, 3:20, 6:15, 8:50; 
and Fri.-Sat., 11 


@ FENWAY (617-424-6266), 201 
Brookline Ave. 

Closer: 12:45, 1:30, 3:45, 4:40, 6:30, 
7:30, 9:15, 10:15; and Fri.-Sat., mid- 
night 

After the Sunset: 5:10, 11 
Alexander: 2, 3:15, 6:05, 7, 10, 10:50 


Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- | 


son: 1:15, 4:15, 7:45, 10:40 
Christmas with the Kranks: 2:10, 
4:35, 7:05, 9:35 

I ( Huckabees: 1:45, 8; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:15 a.m. 

The Incredibles: 12:30, 2:20, 3:30, 
5:15, 6:40, 8:15, 9:40; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:30 a.m. 

National Treasure: 
10:30 

The Polar Express: 2:30, 4:50, 7:15, 
9:50 

Ray: 3:20, 6:50, 10:10 

Saw: 11:15 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 2:45, 5, 7:20, 9:30 

The Grudge: Fri.-Sat., midnight 

The Lord of the Rings: The Fel- 
lowship of the Ring: Fri.-Sat., mid- 
night 


1, 4, 7:10, 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni 
Theatre (617-723-2500), Science Park, 
Boston. Tickets $7.50, $5.50 for ages 3- 
11 and seniors; Tues.-Wed. at 7 p.m. or 
later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors. 
Adrenaline Rush: The Science of 
Risk 

Forces of Nature 

Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees 
Lewis and Clark: Great Journey 





@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM, Si- 
mons IMAX Theatre (866-815-IMAX), 
Central Wharf, Boston. Tickets $12, $10 
for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Bugs! In 3D 

Cirque de Soleil 

Galapagos 

Ghosts of the Abyss 

The Matrix Reloaded 

Ocean Wonderland 





brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (617-277-2500), 
Rte. 9 and Hammond St. 

Alexander: 1, 4:45, 8:45 

Christmas with the Kranks: 2, 
4:30, 7:15, 9:40 

The Incredibles: 1:15, 4, 7, 9:50 
National Treasure: 1:10, 2:20, 4:10, 
5:25, 7:05, 8:30, 10 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617-566-4040), 
Cleveland Circle. 

Please call for times. 

After the Sunset 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son 

Finding Neverland 

The Polar Express 

Ray 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ COOLIDGE CORNER (617-734- 
2500), 290 Harvard St. 

Bright Leaves: Fri.-Wed., 3:15, 5:30, 
7:45; and Sat., 1; and Thurs., 3, 5 
Kinsey: 4:30, 9:30; and Fri.-Tues., 
Thurs., 2; and Fri.-Sun., Tues.-Thurs., 7; 
and Sun., 11:30 a.m. 

Sideways: 1:30; 4:40, 7:15, 10; and 
Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m. 

Tarnation: Fri.-Wed., 10:05 
Adventures in Illegal Art: Mon., 
7:30 

Ghost World: Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Actress Apocalypse: Sat., 12:15 a.m 





cambridge 


@ BRATTLE (617-876-6837), 40 Brat- 
tle St., Harvard Sq. 

The Big Red One: Fri.-Tues., Thurs., 
4:30; and Fri.-Sun., Tues., Thurs., 8; and 
Sat., 1 

Autism Is a World: Sun., 2:30; and 
Mon., 8 

Napoleon Dynamite: Fri.-Sat., mid- 
night 


@ FRESH POND MALL (617-661- 
2900), 168 Alewife Brook Parkway 












4580), 10 Church St 
Closer: Fri.-Tues., 11 a.m., 1:40, 4:20, 
7, 9:40; and Fri.-Sat., 11:55 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: Fri.-Tues., 11:20 a.m., 2, 4:40 
7:20, 10; and Fri.-Sat., 12:10 a.m 
Finding Neverland: Fri.-Tues., 
11:50 a.m., 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10; and 
Fri.-Sat., 12:20 a.m 

I ( Huckabees: Fri.Tues., 1 
6:30, 9; and Fri., 11:20 

Ray: 10:50 a.m., 2:20, 6, 9:20 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show: 
Sat., midnight 


15, 4 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA (617 
499-1996), One Kendall Sq 

Scénes intimes/Sex Is Comedy: 
2:35, 4:45, 7:20, 9:40; and Sat.-Sun., 
12:15 

WMD: Weapons of Mass Decep- 
tion: 2:05, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:40 a.m. 

Callas Forever: 1:50, 4:20, 
9:25; and Sat.-Sun., 11:20 a.m 
Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries: 1:10, 2:15, 3:50, 
4:55, 6:35, 8:05, 9:20; and Sat.-Sun., 
11:30 a.m. 

Kinsey: 1:20, 2:25, 4, 5:05, 6:45, 8, 
9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 11:45 a.m 
Sideways: 1:30, 3:40, 4:15, 6:25, 7, 
9:10, 9:45; and Sat.-Sun., 12:05 


6:50, 





suburbs 


@ ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648 
4340), 204 Mass. Ave 

Being Julia: 1:40, 3:45, 5:50, 7:55, 
10:05; and Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m. 

The Bourne Supremacy: 7:20, 9:40 
Elf: 1:15, 3:15, 5:15; and Sat.-Sun., 
11:15 a.m. 

Friday Night Lights: 5:05, 7:25, 9:55 
Garden State: 7:30, 9:45 

Shall We Dance?: 1:20, 3:30, 5:40, 
7:50, 10; and Sat.-Sun., 11:10 a.m. 
Shark Tale: 1:25, 3:25, 5:25; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:25 a.m. 

Sky Captain and the World of To- 
morrow: 2:45; and Sat.-Sun., noon 
What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 
1:10, 3:20, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11 a.m 


@® BRAINTREE, AMC X (781-848- 
1070), South Shore Plaza 

After the Sunset: 2:45, 5:15, 7:50, 
10:15 

Alexander: 2:20, 6:30, 10:05 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 2:30, 5, 7:40, 10:10 

Christmas with the Kranks: 1:50, 
4:30, 7:35, 10 

The Incredibles: 
7:30, 9:45, 10:15 
National Treasure: 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 
10:10 

The Polar Express: 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 
9:55 

Ray: 3:15, 6:55, 10:05 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 1:40, 4, 7:10, 9:20 


1:30, 2, 4:15, 7, 


































































































































































EARLY INGMAR I: Nine-Christine Jonsson and Bengt Ek- 








lund in Port of Call, Saturday at the Harvard Film 


Archive. 


The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861-6161), 
1794 Mass. Ave 

Being Julia: 6:45, 9; and Sat.-Sun., 
4:15 

Sideways: 7, 9:30; 
1:30, 4 

Shark Tale: Sat.-Sun., 1:45 


and Sat.-Sun., 


@ NEWTON, West Newton Cinema 
(617-964-6060), 1296 Washington St 
Being Julia: 11 a.m., 1:25, 4:10, 9; 
and Fri.-Sat., Mon.-Thurs., 6:35 
Gloomy Sunday: 10:55 a.m 

I ( Huckabees: 1:25, 6:40, 9; and Fri 
Sat., Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m.; and Fri.- 
Mon., Thurs., 4:05 

Kinsey: 11 a.m., 12:40, 2:15, 3:25, 
4:50, 6:25, 8, 9:10 

Shall We Dance?: 1:30, 4:10, 6:45, 
9:05 

Shark Tale: Fri., Mon., Wed.-Thurs., 
11:20 a.m 

Vera Drake: 10:45 a.m., 1:20, 4, 6:35 
9:05 


@ RANDOLPH, Showcase 
(781-963-5600), Rte. 139 
Please call for times 

Closer 

After the Sunset 
Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason 
Christmas with the Kranks 
Finding Neverland 

The Grudge 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 

The Polar Express 


Cinema 





Harvard Film Archive. 


After the Sunset: FriTues., 12:30, 
3:20, 6, 8:25, 10:50 

Alexander: Fri.-Tues., 11 a.m., 1, 3, 
4:55, 7, 9:20 

Christmas with the Kranks: 
Fri.-Tues., 10:45 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
1:15, 2:10, 3:40, 5:30, 6:20, 8:05, 9, 
10:30 

The’ Incredibles: Fri.-Tues., 
10:40 a.m., 11:55 a.m., 1:30, 2:45, 
4:35, 7:30, 8:45, 10:30 

National Treasure: Fri.-Tues., 12:45, 
4, 7:15, 10:15 

The Polar Express: Fri.-Tues., 12:15, 
2:30, 5:15, 7:45, 10 


The SpongeBob SquarePants | 


Movie: Fri.-Tues., 11:20 a.m., 1:50, 
4:15, 6:40, 9:40 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (617-864- 





@ DEDHAM, Community Theatre (781- 
326-0409), 580 High St. 

Kinsey: 4:30, 7:10, 9:20; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:45 a.m., 2:10 

Sideways: 4:20, 7, 9:20; and Sat.- 
Sun., Wed., 11:45 a.m., 2 


@ DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326- 
4955), 950 Providence St. 

Please call for times. 

After the Sunset 

Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son 

Christmas with the Kranks 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 


The Polar Express 
Ray 
Seed of Chucky 





EARLY INGMAR II: Anders Ek and Ake Gronberg in Sawdust and Tinsel, Sunday at the 








Ray 

Saw 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781- 
286-1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd. 

Please call for times. 

Closer 

After the Sunset 

Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son 

Christmas with the Kranks 
Finding Neverland 

The Grudge 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 

The Polar Express 

Ray 

Saw 


| @ WOBURN, Showcase (781-933- 


Seed of Chucky 

Shall We Dance? 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ SOMERVILLE, Loews Theatres (617 


628-7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., Assem 
bly Sq. Mall 

After the Sunset: Fri.-Tues., 12:25, 
4:15, 7:50, 10:30 

Alexander: Fri.-Tues., 11:30 a.m 


1:15, 3:15, 5:10, 7, 8:50; and Fri.-Sat., 
10:40 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 


son: Fri.-Tues., 11:30 a.m., 2, 4:30, 
7:10, 9:40; and Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Christmas with the Kranks: Fri 
Tues., 11:10 a.m., 1:30, 3:50, 6:20, 
8:40; and Fri.-Sat., 11 

The’ Incredibles:  Fri.-Tues., 
11:20 a.m., 1, 2:10, 3:40, 4:50, 6:40, 
7:30, 9:40, 10:10; and Fri.-Sat 
12:05 a.m 

National Treasure: Fri.-Tues., 12:05, 
3, 6:10, 9:10; and Fri.-Sat., 11:45 

The Polar Express: Fri.-Tues 


11:10 a.m., 1:40, 4, 6:30, 9:20; and Fri 
Sat., 11:15 
Ray: Fri.-Tues 
9:30 

Seed of Chucky: Fri.-Tues., 12:45, 
3:30, 5:40, 8:10, 10:20; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:15 a.m 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: Fri.-Tues., 11:50 a.m., 2:20, 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50; and Fri.-Sat., 11:30 


11:20 a.m., 2:40, 6, 


@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (617-625 
5700), 55 Davis Sq. 

Friday Night Lights: Mon.-Thurs., 
3:10, 5:30, 7:50, 10:10 

Garden State: 2:55, 5:05, 7:15, 9:30; 
and Sat.-Sun., 12:50 

The Grudge: Sun., 1:15; and Sun.- 
Thurs., 3:25, 5:40, 7:40, 9:50 

Hero: Mon.-Thurs., 3:20, 5:20, 7:35, 
9:40 

Team America: World Police: 3:15, 
5:15, 7:30, 9:45; and Sat.-Sun., 1:05 
Hulchul: Fri.-Sun., 6:15, 9:30; and 
Sat.-Sun., 3 

Veer-Zaara: Fri.-Sun., 5, 
Sun., 1 


9; and Sat 


@ WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781- 
893-2500), 16 Pine St 

Closer: Fri.-Sun., 1:25, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:35; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:45, 5:55, 8:15 
Diarios de motocicleta/The Motor- 
cycle Diaries: Fri.-Sun., 1:15, 4, 6:40, 
9:20; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:25, 5:05, 7:55 
The Incredibles: Fri.-Sun., 1:05, 
3:50, 6:30, 9:10; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:15, 
4:55, 7:35 

National Treasure: Fri.-Sun., 1, 3:45, 
6:35, 9:25; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:15, 5, 
7:45 

Sideways: Fri.-Sun., 1:10, 3:55, 6:45, 
8:30, 9:30; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:30, 5:10, 
8:05 

What the #$*! Do We Know!?: Fri.- 
Sun., 1:20, 3:40, 6; and Mon.-Thurs., 
2:35, 5:15, 8:10 


@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 
(781-335-2777), Columbia Sq., South 
Weymouth 

Alexander: 4:20, 7:45; and Sat.-Sun., 
1 

The Incredibles: 4:30, 7; and Fri.- 
Sat., 9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 1:15 


5330), Main St., Middlesex Canal Park 
Please call for times 

Closer 

After the Sunset 

Alexander 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason 
Christmas with the Kranks 
Finding Neverland 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


The Polar Express 
Ray 

Sideways 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


film specials 
@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (6.7 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Free ad 
mission 
— “Werner Herzog: Film Has To Be 
Physical”: Invincible (2001), screens 
Mon., 6 
Slightly Motivated (2004), direct 
ed by Peter Muggleworth, screens Tues., 


/ 


The Day My God Died (2004), di 
rected by Andrew Levine, screens Thurs., 
6:30 


@ HARVARD fiLM ARCHIVE (617- 
495-4700), Carpenter Center for the Vi 
sual Arts, 24 Quincy St., Cambridge 
Tickets $7, $5 for seniors and students, 
free for ages 8 and under. 

“Ingmar Bergman: Early Works” 
Frenzy a/k/a Torment (1944), 
screens Fri., 7. Prison a/k/a The 
Devil’s Wanton (1949), screens Fri., 
9. Port of Call (1948), screens Sat., 7 
Thirst (1949), screens Sat., 9. Sum- 
mer Interlude a/k/a Illicit Inter- 
lude (1950), screens Sun., 7. The 
Summer with Monika a/k/a Moni- 
ka (1953), screens Sun., 9. Secrets of 
Women a/k/a Waiting Women 

1952), screens Tues., 9:15. Sawdust 
and Tinsel a/k/a The Naked Night 
(1953), screens Wed., 9:15 

‘Contemporary Hollywood Cinema” 
Gladiator (2000), directed by Ridley 
Scott, screens Mon., 6:30. 

“Contemporary French Cinema”: A 
vendre/For Sale (1998), directed by 
Laetitia Masson, screens Mon., 9:15 
— “Film Architectures”: The Belly of 
an Architect (1987), directed by Peter 
Greenaway, screens Tues.-Wed., 7 
@ JOHNNY D’S (617-776-2004), 17 
Holland St., Somerville. Free admission 

‘Silent Movie”: Oliver Twist 
(1920), directed by Lupu Pick, screens 
Mon., 9 
@ MIT (617-253-1400), Rm. 3-133, 77 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free admission 

Deliberating Iraq”: About Bagh- 
dad, directed by Sinan Antoon, screens 
Mon., 5:30 


@ MIT (617-253-8844), Stata Center, 
Rm. 32-123, 32 Vassar St., Cambridge 
Free admission 

“Chicks Make Flicks”: Shelter, di- 
rected by Lorna Lowe-Streeter, screens 
Tues., 7 


@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617- 
369-3300), 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $9, $8 for students and 
seniors unless otherwise noted. 

— “Films from Iran”: Afghan Alpha- 
bet (2001), directed by Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf, and Return to Kanda- 
har (2003), directed by Paul Jay and 
Nelofer Pazira, screen Fri., 6. In Love 
with the Scarecrow (2004), directed 
by Mahdi Nourbakhsh, screens Fri., 
8:15. Here, A Shining Light (2003), 
directed by Seyyed Reza Mir-Karimi, 
screens Sat., 3:30. Canary (2002), di- 
rected by Javad Ardakani Movagati, 
screens Sun., 12:30 

— “World AIDS Day”: Living with 
Slim: Kids Talk about HIV/AIDS 
(2004), directed by Sam Kauffman, 
screens Sat., 10:30 a.m 

— “New England Film Artists Present”: 
Inside Out (2004), directed by Cindy 
Kleine, screens Sat., noon. Killing Si- 
lence: Taking on the Mafia in Sici- 
ly (2004), directed by John Michalczyk, 
screens Sat., 1:30. Ringl and Pit 
(1995), directed by Juan Mandelbaum, 
screens Wed., 6. 

— “Premiere Engagements”: Bonjour, 
Monsieur Shlomi (2003), directed by 
Shemi Zarhin, screens Sun., 10:30 a.m. 


| — “Cinema Tropical”: La ley de 


Herodes/Herod’s Law (2000), di- 
rected by Luis Estrada, screens Wed., 
7:45. 


@ NORTH END BRANCH LIBRARY 
(617-227-8135), 25 Parmenter St., 
Boston. Free admission 

— Miracle on 34th Street (1947), 
directed by George Seaton, screens 
Tues., 10:30 a.m. 


@ SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LI- 
BRARY (617-268-0180), 646 East 
Broadway, South Boston. Free admission 
— “Hollywood Holiday Film Series”: 
The Bishop’s Wife (1947), directed 
by Henry Koster, screens Thurs., 6. 


@ WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY 
(617-523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., 
Boston. Free admission 

— “Political Film Festival”: Counting 
on Democracy (2000), directed by 
Danny Schechter, screens Thurs., 6:30. 
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ACTRESS APOCALYPSE (2004). 
Angel Martin’s “future cult classic” 
(it’s due for DVD release on January 
25) is a “mockumentary/nudie film” 
that follows the Lincoln Brothers’ at- 
tempt to make a horror classic star 
ring a killer Native American, and 
the grim fate that befalls all the ac 
tresses who audition. Garo Ni- 
goghossian, who’s well known 
around town for his kung fu series 
at the late Allston Cinema and the 
Coolidge Corner Theatre, 
and produced and stars in the film 
Midnight Saturday at the Coolidge 
Corner 

* x x AFGHAN ALPHABET 
(2001). This film from Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf probably won't repeat 
the success of his anti-Taliban pseu 
do-documentary Kandahar because 
no one is interested in the fate of 
homeless Afghans any more 
Makhmalbaf’s unconventional, po 
etic documentary roams about a 
refugee center on the Iranian bor- 
der, one sheltering a fraction of the 
millions of Afghans fleeing their 
homeland. The children there seek 
an education, but they encounter 
bureaucratic, cultural, and religious 
obstacles. To attend the Iranian 
schools, they must be citizens, so 
chanting in re 


sponse to the lessons they overheat 


co-wrote 


they huddle outside 


Or they can attend religious schools 
whose educational value is doubt 
ful, as Makhmalbaf points out by 
baffling pupils with such questions 
as “What is God?” The UN-spon 
sored schools offer the most hope, 


but patriarchal religious tyranny in- 
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terferes. The film ends with a 
teacher coaxing a 10-year-old girl to 
lift her burqa and so be able to see 
the lessons on the blackboard. It 
screens with Return to Kandahar 
(2003), in which Nelofer Pazira, the 
star of Makhmalbaf’s 2001 feature 
Kandahar, returns to her native 
Afghanistan for the first time in 13 
years. Pazira directs with Paul Jay 
Both in Farsi with English subtitles. 
(46m/63m) Friday at the Museum of 
Fine Arts 

* AFTER THE SUNSET (2004). A 
few minutes into this romantic cat 
and-mouse flick, a master thief 
(Pierce Brosnan) taunts his FBI- 
agent pursuer (Woody Harrelson) 
by asking him to return a copy of Al- 
fred Hitchcock’s To Catch a Thief to 
the video store. Perhaps director 
Brett Ratner shouldn't have begun 
this running gag, because it raises 
expectations that his film might be 
charming or inventive. Whereas 
Hitchcock learned his craft from 
Weimar Germany’s best, it seems 
that Ratner went to T&A film 
school; he structures the editing 
around “establishing shots” of 
Salma Hayek’s cleavage and back- 
side. And this too is a mere tease, 
since Hayek and Brosnan are unable 
to crib the subtle sexual calculus of 
Grace Kelly and Cary Grant Bros 
nan and Harrelson create more 
sparks in their one bed scene. Aside 
from a few witty one-liners, Afte7 
the Sunset reincarnates neither clas- 
sical Hollywood’s grace nor Hitch 
cock’s finesse. (100m) Boston Com 
mon, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle, sub- 
urbs 

* x ALEXANDER (2004). How did 
Alexander the Great manage to con- 
quer most of the known world be- 
fore he was 30? Personality, Oliver 
Stone suggests. His Alexandet 
charms snakes, horses, women, and, 
ultimately, armies. As played by 
blond-wigged Colin Farrell, he radi- 
ates so much charisma that almost 
everyone else in the cast seems to be 


emulating his Irish accent. Alexan- 
der was also groomed for success 
(and, if he were a contemporary 
man, years of psychotherapy) by his 
parents: the brutish, drunken, one- 
eyed warrior king Philip (a scene- 
stealing Val Kilmer) and the schem- 
ing, witchy, smothering Olympias 
(Angelina Jolie, the only thespian in 
the film who attempts a Greek ac- 
cent). His wife, Roxane (Rosario 
Dawson), is a virtual clone of Jolie’s 
Olympias; nonetheless, he remains 
closer to no one than to boyhood 
wrestling partner Hephaistion (Jared 
Leto, in his Jordan Catalano mode). 
That’s clear even though Stone 
shoots an explicit sex scene with 
Alexander and Roxane while limiting 
Alexander and Hephaistion to hugs 
and longing glances. Such restraint 
mars Alexander, which is an unchar- 
acteristically timid and tentative 
piece of filmmaking for Stone. For 
once, he doesn’t dazzle with tech- 
nique but keeps his usual acid-trip 
editing and camera work to a mini- 
mum. Although there are a number 
of bravura set pieces, particularly 
the two big battle scenes, they seem 
disconnected because of the film’s 
lack of structure. The story’s oddly 
placed flashbacks and abrupt jumps 
back and forth over years’ worth of 
events give the impression that 
Stone is unsure of where he wants 
the tale to go or what point he wants 
to make. Whoever thought viewers 
would long for the old days when 
Stone would hit them over the head? 
(176m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs 

* ALFIE (2004). What’s it all 
about, Alfie? It’s about a hundred 
minutes of the most hackneyed 
voiceover narration in film history, 
non-stop and infuriating, mostly ad- 
dressed, with a cockney wink and an 
elbow in the ribs, to the’ camera. 
Shut up, Alfie (Jude Law); I can’t re- 
member Michael Caine in the origi- 
nal being so longwinded and full of 
shit. Be that as it may, director 


Charles Shyer has taken the 1966 
tale of the sad little London hedo- 
nist and set him adrift as a skirt- 
chasing chauffeur in modern-day 
Manhattan. Alfie’s banal Hefner- 
esque philosophy has not aged as 
well as, say, Susan Sarandon; she 
plays a sly, aging, wealthy sexpot 
who, you suspect, will be more than 
a match for this would-be lothario. 
Among those taken in by Alfie’s 
charms are Marisa Tomei as his sin- 
gle-mom “steady” girl (watch out 
for the drift into About a Boy here, 
though Law’s wordless scene with 
her near the end is a reminder of his 
talent), Omar Epps as his best 
friend, and Nia Long as his best 
friend’s best girl (you can guess the 
rest). Shyer clumsily tries to jazz up 
this trite picaresque with such flashy 
60s touches as split-screens and a 
score by Mick Jagger and Dave 
Stewart; the latter is actually quite 
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A 


mixed 
response, 
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Ray 


After the Sunset 


The Edge of Reason 


Finding Neverland 


good. But we still prefer Austin Pow- 
ers. (103m) Copley Place, suburbs. 

A VENDRE/FOR SALE (1998). 
Laetitia Masson's film follows a 
woman (Sandrine Kiberlain) who 
leaves her prospective husband at 
the altar and sets out on a journey 
of sexual discovery. Her fiancé hires 
his friend Luigi (Sergio Castellitto) 
to follow her, and of course Luigi 
becomes emotionally involved. In 
French with English subtitles. 
(117m) Monday at the Harvard Film 
Archive. 


B 
***1/2 THE BELLY OF AN AR- 
CHITECT (1987). Peter Green- 
away is up to his old visually stun- 
ning and scatological tricks in this 
story of an American architect adrift 
in decadent Rome, but this time his 
misanthropy is anchored in the 
pathos of Brian Dennehy’s wrench- 
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ing, massive performance as a fitful 
creator obsessed with the monu- 
mentally geometric forms of an ob- 
scure 18th-century French architect. 
Chosen to direct an exhibition of his 
hero’s works in Rome, he falls prey 
to the city’s classical perfection and 
inveterate corruption, as well as to 
the faithlessness of his wife (Chloe 
Webb, in a shrill performance) and 
of his own flesh. Perhaps Green- 
away’s best fusion of his delight in 
formal symmetries and his horror at 
the human condition, it builds with 
hypnotic beauty and relentless, 
skewed logic to something akin to 
tragedy. (108m) Tuesday and 
Wednesday at the Harvard Film 
Archive. 

**xBEING JULIA (2004). W. 
Somerset Maugham’s pleasant, un- 
pretentiously minor novel of the 
1930s British stage, Theatre, has 
been transformed into an over- 
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RTE. 9 AT HAMMOND ST. 


“A &*** * HOLIDAY COMEDY- 


TIM ALLEN HAS NEVER BEEN FUNNIER! 
AN INSTANT FAMILY CLASSIC!” 


Gorman Woodfin, CBN (THE 700 CLUB) 


TIM ALLEN JAMIE LEE CURTIS 
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wrought, extravagantly produced 
costume drama, with Annette Ben- 
ing miscast in the title role. Hungar- 
ian filmmaker Istvan Szabé and 
screenwriter Ronald Harwood can't 
decide whether their film is a screw 
ball comedy about the backstabbing 
vanity of actors (a la the Carole 
Lombard-starring Twentieth Century 
and To Be or Not To Be) or a touch- 
ing, tender melodrama (a Bette 
Davis vehicle, perhaps) about a 
splendid actress losing herself as she 
fades into her 40s. The tone keeps 
shifting, and Bening can't keep up, 
especially where she’s required to be 
brittle and funny. The story has Lon- 
don leading lady Julia Lambert, 
who’s been married forever to the 
handsome but passionless Michael 
(Jeremy Irons), falling hard, against 
her better judgment, for a young 
American who has little interest in 
serious romance. The distraught 
Julia plots revenge against this 
womanizer, and that sets up a 
hideous last act in which her devi- 
ous, neurotic one-upmanship is 
cheered on by the manipulative 
filmmakers like Republican dele- 
gates stomping for George W. 
(105m) West Newton, Arlington 
Capitol. 

THE BIG RED ONE (1980/2004). 
Chris Fujiwara’s review is on page 7; 
see also “Film Culture,” on page 7 
(158m) All week at the Brattle. 
**x*xTHE BISHOP’S WIFE 
(1947). In this Christmas classic, 
Episcopal bishop Henry Brougham 
(David Niven is trying to get a new 
cathedral built, and when Dudley 


(Cary Grant) shows up, ostensibly | 


to help, Henry thinks Dudley is try- 
ing to replace him both in his posi- 
tion and in the hearts of his wife 
(Loretta Young) and children. Dud- 
ley is, of course, an angel, and the 
lessons he has for Henry are not the 
ones Henry would have expected. 
Henry Koster directs. (b&w/109m) 
Thursday at the South Boston Branch 
Library. 












BONJOUR, MONSIEUR SHLOMI 
(2003). The title character of Shemi 
Zarhin’s film is a 16-year-old boy 
whose family rely on him to look 
after his senile grandfather and gen- 
erally keep the peace. Problem is, he 
has a talent for mathematics and 
should be getting an education. In 
Hebrew with English subtitles. (98m) 
Sunday at the Museum of Fine Arts. 

**x1/2 THE BOURNE SU- 
PREMACY (2004). Whereas The 
Bourne Identity drew more from the 
politically and existentially charged 
secret-agent tradition of The Third 
Man than from the fantasy fulfill- 
ments of James Bond, The Bourne 
Supremacy’s prime directive is to es- 
cape. First from the bloated Robert 
Ludlum novel, to which it fortunate- 
ly bears no resemblance. Then from 
any distracting topical relevance or 
entangling human relationships. 
Which is a surprise and a disap- 
pointment given that director Peter 
Greengrass’s previous film, Bloody 
Sunday, outraged Tories with its de- 
piction of British brutality in North- 
ern Ireland, and that star: Matt 
Damon is a pal of Howard Zinn. One 
moment, Jason Bourne (Damon) is 
pondering his fate in idyllic Goa, a 
man tormented by nightmares and 
comforted by a good woman (Fran- 
ka Potente, returning as Marie). The 
next, he’s in the first of many car 
chases, the prey of a sniper whose 
shot misses its target but triggers 
the terminator. Bourne goes into the 
familiar routine of ransacking the 
man’s lodgings for caches of hand- 
guns, cash, and fake passports, and 
the chase, basically a matter of 
physics at this point, begins. The 
film does passes on the glib vigilante 
scenario and aspire, fitfully, to 


something more ambitious and am- 
biguous, something involving con- 
science, responsibility, and humility. 
Had it remained true to that im- 
pulse, it might have achieved more 
than mere escapism. (108m) Arling- 
ton Capitol, suburbs. 
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* x BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE 
OF REASON (2004). The gang’s 
all back for this Beeban Kidron—di- 
rected sequel, in which we find out 
whether the path of true Bridget 
love can run smooth. Renée Zell- 
weger packed on the pounds again, 
and though she finally looks healthy, 
shots of her ass from the most 
unflattering perspectives abound, 
and she’s squeezed into clothes that 
would have fit her stick version. Yet 
in spite of obsessing over her 
physique, Bridget once again has 
Mark (Colin Firth) and the dashing 
but immature Daniel (played with 
relish by Hugh Grant) fighting over 
her, with Daniel happily exploiting 
the problems that Bridget and Mark 
soon run into. Bridget makes a fool 
of herself in all manner of social sit 
uations, and her insecurities eventu- 
ally sabotage her relationship. She’s 
an extreme version of all our fears 
about ourselves, and that’s sup- 
posed to be reassuring — if she can 
find love, who can’t? But the charac- 
ter is still a cartoon, so real life 
never enters the picture. (108m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Harvard 
Square, Circle, suburbs. 

BRIGHT LEAVES (2003). Gary 
Susman’s review is on page 8 
(107m) Coolidge Corner. 


C 
*CALLAS FOREVER (2004). 
Franco Zeffirelli’s film isn’t howling- 
ly bad enough to be camp, but it 
isn’t good enough either to keep you 
from wondering whether you 
wouldn't be better off washing the 
dog. As all the world knows, the 
diva was in a truly bad way toward 
the end — pills, drink, boredom, de- 
pression, social isolation, you name 
it. “I told you I don’t want to sing 
again!”, Callas (Fanny Ardant) 
fumes at impresario Larry Kelly (Je- 
remy Irons), who is one of 
Zeffirelli’s two alter egos in this 
flimsy 111-minute soaper. The other 
is Estéban Gomez (Manuel de Blas), 






whose aim is to direct the singer in a 
lip-synching film version of Carmen 
using (I presume) the old Georges 
Prétre recording. This of course 
never happened. Goodness, what 
have we lost? Anyway, the diva 
starts fuming again. “I denounce 
Maria Callas!” she says. By this 
point, you can imagine a theater au- 
dience rising to its feet in assent. Ar- 
dant, while fuming, swings her hips 
a lot, never getting the elusive 
Callas accent quite right. A distract- 
ed-looking Irons keeps blinking his 
eyes, as if impersonating Richard 
Nixon. Here pooch! (111m) Kendall 
Square 

CANARY (2002). Javad Ardakani 
Movaqti’s film is set in Palestine, 
where a seven-year-old boy tries to 
create the haven for the local 
priest’s prized canary that he can’t 
fin in the real world. In Farsi with 
English subtitles. (88m) 
the Museum of Fine Arts 
@CHRISTMAS WITH THE 
KRANKS (2004). Arriving like a 
lump of coal, director Joe Roth’s 
Christmas with the Kranks shares a 
central conceit with the recent Ben 
Affleck vehicle Surviving Christmas. 
That is, it’s monumentally awful. 
Based on John Grisham’s 2001 best- 
seller Skipping Christmas, which in- 
volves a married couple’s vain at- 
tempt to boycott the holidays, the 
title was changed (to avoid just 
comparison with Affleck’s film) to 
the more homogenized one it now 
bears. This, courtesy of equally ho- 
mogeneous screenwriter Chris 
Columbus, who’s unable to resist 
grafting elements from his Home 
Alone films (bumbling burglars, 
treacle) onto the Grisham blueprint. 
If this were a sit-com (which it re- 
sembles, thanks to the broad, direc- 
tionless performances of leads Tim 
Allen and Jamie Lee Curtis), it 
would face quick cancellation. Skip 
this Christmas. (94m) Boston Com- 
mon, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Chestnut 
Hill, suburbs. 


Sunday at 


December 3 - 


IRAN FILM FESTIVAL 


CLOSER (2004). Peter Keough’s 
review is on page 8. (103m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Harvard Square, 
Embassy, suburbs. 


D 

THE DAY MY GOD DIED (2003). 
Filmed in India and Nepal (and aired 
on WGBH on November 30), this is 
Andrew Levine’s chilling documen- 
tary about children who've been sold 
into sex slavery. (70m) Thursday at 
the Boston Public Library. 

*DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLETA/ 
THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES 
(2004). Those who remember 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara — who was 
killed in 1967 by rightists aided by 
the CIA — as a fierce, uncompro 
mised, Marxist revolutionary will be 
mortified by this lollipop-land bio 
pic from Brazilian director Walter 
Salles (Central do Brasil). Fidel Cas- 
tro’s compatriot is depicted as a shy 
Argentine med student who on a 
post-college 1952 road trip with a 
biochemist buddy “learns” that it’s a 
rotten world out there and that poor 
people are neglected. It’s the social 
conscience of a Peace Corps volun 
teer, not of the far-left militant who 
in Cuba would bring down Fulgen- 
cio Batista’s government. The mid- 
dle-class audience Salles wants to 
attract would be scared off by any 
truly radical (and more true-to-life) 
portrayal, so the director gives us a 
depoliticized, picturesque movie 
with “Che” played sweetly by Mexi- 
co’s art-house pin-up, Gael Garcia 
Bernal (Y tu mamd también), and 
the South America traversed by 
Guevara and Alberto Grenado (Ro- 
drigo de la Serna) as a topographic 
diversion. Such beauty! And the 
People? They remain the primitive 
Other, Indians without voice waiting 
for liberation from our white-guy 
movie heroes. Do you believe young 
“Che” swimming a river to be with 
his leper-colony friends? Then 
you've been smitten by this bogus- 
to-the-core movie. In Spanish with 
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English subtitles. (128m) Copley 
Place, Kendall Square, Embassy 


E 

**x*ELF (2003). This film from 
John Favreau (Swingers) treats its 
young audience members with re 
spect and makes its older ones feel 
like children. Will Ferrell’s character, 
Buddy, arrived in the North Pole as 
a baby after he crawled one Christ- 
mas Eve into Santa’s bag at the or- 
phanage his mother sent him to be- 
fore she died. Buddy is raised by 
Papa Elf (Bob Newhart) in Santa's 
syrupy-sweet workshop; since he 
doesn’t have the elfin magic to cut it 
as a toy maker, however, he decides, 
at age 30, to head to New York to 
find his dad (James Caan). But 
Buddy is, like Ferrell's best charac- 
ters, an innocent overgrown child 
whereas, his dad, a Scrooge-ish chil- 
dren’s-book exec, is on the Naughty 
List! Like all great holiday movies 
Elf is a blend of humor and sweet 
when Buddy takes love inter 
(Zooey Deschanel) on a 
date to a crummy diner because he 
believes the place’s “world’s best 
coffee” sign, you laugh and — don't 
try to deny it — get the warm-and- 
fuzzies. (97m) Arlington Capitol 


F 
**1/2 FINDING NEVERLAND 
(2004). J.M. Barrie, author most 
notably of Peter Pan, decided to take 
his brother’s place when David Bar- 
rie died in a skating accident at age 
13. To please his mother, he wore 
David’s clothes and spoke like him, 
and he never developed into adoles- 
cence. Marc Foster’s film refers to 
none of this; neither does it suggest 
that Barrie’s preoccupation with 
children and his dogged “innocence” 
were anything less than wholesome 
Some viewers are going to wonder 
why strapping Johnny Depp as Bar- 
rie is abandoned without explana- 
tion by his wife, and why he then 

Continued on page 12 


ness 


est Jovie 





THe BEST Fim Or Te YEAR” j 


~ MIKE SZYMANSKI / TRIBUNE MEDIA 


vA GIGANTIC EPIC Story.’ 


- DAVID SHEEHAN / HOLLYWOOD CLOSE- Uys 


em WITH 
SEE BATTLES, Oouznt Ses 


Anp GRAND PASSIONS. 
It’s THE Work OF A 


FIRST-RATE 
FILMMAKER? 
“PREPARE 

TO BE 
AWESTRUCK” 


~ KEN TUCKER / 
NEW YORK MAGAZINE 






In Love with the 
Scarecrow 

Fri, Dec 3, 8:15 pm 
A woman protects a 


fugitive. 


Afghan Alphabet 
and Return to 
Kandahar 

Fri, Dec 3, 6 pm 
Documentaries on current 
Afghan life. 


Canary 

Sun, Dec 5, 12:30 pm 

A Palestinian boy cares for 
a priest’s pet. 


Here, a Shining 
Light 

Sat, Dec 4, 3:30 pm 

A shrine guardian has a 
vision. 

20 Fingers 

Fri, Dec 10, 8:20 pm 
Drama of gender relations 
in Iran. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Bonjour, Monsieur 
Shlomi 

Sun, Dec 5, 10:30 am 
LAST SHOW 




















NOOO LAA TARE 

















COLIN 


FARRELL 


EXANDER | 


FORTUNE FAVORS THE BOLD 






RESTRICTED &> | 
UNDER 17 REQUIRES ACCOMPANYING 
PARENT OR ADULT GUARDIAN 


Violence And Some Sexuality/Nudity 


oT RRR ate 











aogatet 








NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS SHOWCASE CINEMAS 






AMC LOEWS CINEPLEX 


DIGITAL PROJECTION 
AT THIS THEATRE 









Sy 94} 7S Wy} 


Papeete 10. CHESTNUT HILL pote 16 LIBERTY TREE DEDHAM CINEMAS REVERE 
8 Rte. 9 At Hammond AI Shopoers World MALL 20 Rie. | & Squire Rd LOEWS CINEPLEX H H 
ees 1070 mana 6172772500 mena, SO8EZE-4400 bet 100 mdapede ay ne ny 81/286-1660 ow BOSTON COMMON Israeli coming of age story. 
BOO/FANDANGO # DIGITAL . mee 15 Trem 
AMC AMC LOEWS CINEPLEX SHOWCASE CINEMAS | gooranp, 3 
LOEWS CINEPLEX SHOWCASE CINEMAS BOO/FANDANGO #730 ovortat 
BURLINGTON 10 FENWAY 13 FRESH POND WOBURN 
fe. 128-Exit 328 Kiine Av Pond Plaz Sieeeny beim 08 ager ly A ON Rie. 24 Rie 128 Exit 35 & Rie. 38 SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS 
oa 781/229-9200 ove 424-€ DIGITAL BOO/FANDANGO #732 DIGITAL 800/FANDANGO #7 } “pieitaL — 781/963-5600 ovGiTat 181/933-5330 Ov@ITAL NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT 






For more info, call 
617-369-3770 or visit 
www.mfa.org/film 





COUPONS ACCEPTED 







CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES 





Your membership card will admit you and a guest to any performance at the following theatres 
All Theatres: AMPAS, DGA, WGA & SAG NOM. COM Landmark (Mon-Thur), Regal & National Amusements (Member Only) 
Loews: AMPAS, DGA & WGA only. AMC: PGA, HFPA, ACE, ASC, BAFTA, CAS, ADG, MPSE & MPEG. Regal (Member Only): PGA 














e For More Information About This Movie 
‘> cThoviet 


faline _— Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 





America Online Keyword: Alexander www.alexanderthemovie.com Movietone.com 





MFA Film Program is sponsored the media sponsor 
by sundance 


CHANNEL 


available on (Comcast. 
















Ringl and Pit 
Dec. 8 








Herod’s Law 

Wed, Dec 8, 7:45 pm 
Fri, Dec 10, 6 pm 
Mexican political satire. 


NEW ENGLAND FILM 
ARTISTS PRESENT 


Ringl and Pit 
Wed, Dec 8, 6 pm 
Groundbreaking Berlin 
photographers. 


Inside Out 
Sat, Dec 4, 12 pm 
The world of “outsider” artists. 

















Living with Slim: Kids 
Talk about HIV/AIDS 
Sat, Dec 4, 10:30 am FREE 









is Pricenix 


617-267-9300 www.mfa.org 

















THE BOSTON PHOENIX “ARTS'& ENTERTAINMENT DECEMBER:3 2004 “11 









John Anderson, 
NEWSDAY 


“eke” 


Stephen Whitty, 
NEWARK STAR-LEDGER 





nate ar 
‘ x* xx " “Triumphant... the emergence “KKK 


LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS 


“ie kk" 


Mike Clark, Christy Lemire, 
USA TODAY 









SID 


FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ELECTION ano ABOUT SCHMIDT 


FSA PTS es MCE UD" GMAT AOS CAR WG SS 
FAL att DATE ct AA SSNs "SET 
sna EO PACE," DEPT AED AE RL 






SET EN CER) = 


PARENT OR ADULT GUARDIAN = 
RELEASED BY TWENTIETH CENTURY FOL 


|___satonsraomon |» WWwwW.foxsearchlightcom "=" 


RESTRICTED <> 
| UNDER 17 REQUIRES ACCOMPANYING 












LOEWS AMC SHOWCASE CINEMAS — LANDMARK’S 
BOSTON COMMON + FRAMINGHAM 16 OVER 100 RAVE REVIEWS * VOBURN KENDALL SQ. 
175 TREMONT ST. FLUTIE PASS AT SHOPPERS WORLD AND COUNTING RTE. 128 EXIT 35 & ATE. 38 ONE KENDALL SQ 
1-800-FANDANGO #730 508-628-4400 781-933-5330 617-499-1996 








HOLLYWOOD LANDMARK’S COOLIDGE CORNER DEDHAM 
HITS EMBASSY 200 HARVARD STREET COMMUNITY ‘LEXI 
DANVERS 16 PINE ST., WALTHAM BROOKLINE 580 HIGH STREET DIGITAL 


978-777-4000 781-893-2500 617-734-2500 781-326-1463 





on DVD 


NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR RENTAL OR PURCHASE 


RETAIL 29.99 
wrrn Tas av $21.95 


Etta at | 


OFFER EXPIRES 12/9/04 
A.M -M Hi : 


ovieworks 


fent buy movies dvds vic games fun 


EGENT / HERE! FILMS presex 


FANRPY-ARDANT JEREMY IRONS 


FOREVER 
A FILM BY 

NCO ZEFFIRELLI 

“...YOU WILL GO AWAY DEVASTATED AND 
KAVING ABOUT THE GREAT FRENCH 
ACTRESS FANNY ARDANT AS CALLAS. 
It’s A TITANIC PERFORMANCE 

THAT REDEFINES THE TERM 
“TOUR DE FORCE.” 


Kex Reed 
11h NEW YORK OBSERVER 


“ARDANT IS MARVELOUS.” 


Leah Rosen. PLOPLE MAGAZINE 


“FANNY ARDANT GIVES 
THE PERFORMAN 
OF HER LI 


Chuck Wilson. LA WEEKLY 


“...SUMPTUOUS 


WITH JOAN PLOWRIGHT 


callasforever-themovie.com 2 


Kodak Tec boicek bs Ses 


LANDMARKS 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
NOW PLAYING: AENDALL5SQ 


OR Ee ee 






















Continued from page 11 
hangs around the park, hits on the 
underage Llewelyn Davies kids, 


worms his way into the graces of 


their mom (Kate Winslet), and de- 
velops their cloyihgly rendered pi- 
rate fantasies into the 1911 hit that 
saves his theatrical career. Winslet 
does not bare her breast (a first) 
leaving the eternally young Julie 
Christie to heat up the screen as her 
disapproving mother. The play is 
still magical: when Peter begs the 
audience to clap if they believe, 
many in the movie audience will 
(101m) Boston Common, Harvard 
Square, Circle, suburbs. 

FRENZY a/k/a TORMENT 
(1944). Steve Vineberg’s review of 
“Ingmar Bergman: Early Works” is 
on page 6. In Swedish with English 
subtitles. (b&w/101m) Friday at the 
Harvard Film Archive. 

**x*x FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS 
(2004). Billy Bob Thornton, he of 
the weird phobias and weirder rela- 
tionships, delivers an understated 
performance as the coach of a high- 
school football team in the kind of 
rural Texas town where the coach 
has a bigger salary than the school 
principal and talk shows devote en- 
tire hours to the state of the season 
Everyone loves the team when it’s 
winning; when it loses, everyone 
complains that the school is too con 
cerned with “book learning.” The 
town’s happiness rests on the team’s 
shoulders, and sure enough, it gets 
to the state championship for the 
climactic showdown against a big- 
ger, badder outfit. Thornton anchors 
a large cast of young actors includ- 
ing Derek Luke as the star running 
back and Lucas Black as the quarter- 
back. Friday Night Lights is based on 
a true story, and director Peter Berg 
(Very Bad Things) uses handheld 
cameras and jerky jump cuts to give 
the film a documentary feel. You 
don’t learn as much about the boys 
as you might like, but the football 
sequences have an immediacy that 
works. (105m) Copley Place, 
Somerville Theatre (Monday through 
Thursday), Arlington Capitol, sub- 
urbs 


G 

**xGARDEN STATE (2004). 
First-time feature director Zach 
Braff’s sardonic melodrama follows 
the odyssey of a young man return- 
ing home to small-town New Jersey 
to bury his mother after a nine-year 
absence. At first, Andrew Largeman 
(played by Braff, who resembles a 
young John Travolta) seems a zom- 
bie, unmoved at the funeral and dis- 
tant from his father (an underused 
Ian Holm). It turns out he’s been on 
a steady diet of Lithium since the 
age of nine. In LA, his acting career 
has produced one notable role, that 
of a mentally disabled quarterback 
in a made-for-TV movie; it’s enough 
to win the respect of his former 
classmates back home and the at- 
tentions of'a troubled waif (a 
bright-eyed Natalie Portman) with 
whom he creates a romantic spark. 
But it’s Andrew’s reunion with Mark 
(Peter Sarsgaard, who was so good 
in Breaking Glass), his childhood 
buddy, that provides the key to his 
redemption. Now a gravedigger, 
Mark escorts his old friend into the 
seamy depths of the New Jersey 
night. Braff (TV’s Scrubs) demon- 
strates a weird visual flair, but his 
smug script collapses into con- 
trivance before Andrew touches bot- 
tom. (109m) Copley Place, 
Somerville Theatre, Arlington Capi- 
tol, suburbs. 

**xGHOSTS OF THE ABYSS 
(2003). Near, far, or wherever he 
may be, James Cameron is always 
close to Titanic. Cameron looks to 
his Oscar-winning epic for his first 
big-screen release since 1997, a 3-D 
IMAX documentary that explores 
never-before-seen wreckage of Ti- 
tanic (the ship, not Kate Winslet’s 
career), narrated by the film’s mock- 
documentarian, Bill Paxton. 
Cameron, Paxton, and a group of 
scientists and historians went 
aboard a Russian research ship and 
took two submarines two miles 
under the ocean’s surface to the ex- 
plore the hulk. Two high-definition 
underwater remote-operated video 


42° DECEMBER 3, 200¢ RATS & ENTERTRINMENT THe BOSTON PHOENIX 


cameras were specially created for 
the film and maneuvered within the 
ship’s wreckage to reveal hidden 
treasures of the luxury liner, such as 
the undamaged stained-glass win- 
dows in the dining room and a glass 
and carafe intact upon a shelf in a 
cabin. Such details are haunting, 
unlike the phony “ghost” passengers 
and crew superimposed over the un 
derwater images or Paxton’s blither- 
ing and self-important voiceover 
narration. As for the 3-D element, 
it’s mostly a gimmick and distrac- 
tion and is only briefly used. The 
underwater exploratory technology 
is the real deal here but is only cur- 
sorily explained; it deserves a docu- 
mentary of its own without 
Cameron's bells and whistles. (59m) 
New England Aquarium. 


**1/2 GLADIATOR (2000). Ri- 
dley Scott’s brawny throwback to 
movie epics of yore is pumped up 
with special effects that both help 
and hurt the cause. Russell Crowe’s 
Maximus is ancient (circa AD 180) 
Rome’s most legendary general and 
a personal favorite of aging emperor 
Marcus Aurelius (Richard Harris), 
but then the emperor’s son Com- 
modus (Joaquin Phoenix) elimi- 
nates his father and sells Maximus 
into slavery. Dubbed the Spaniard, 
our hero becomes a star performer 
for Proximo (Oliver Reed) and 
makes it back to Rome, where he'll 
have a chance to fight for his free- 
dom and maybe renew acquaintanc- 
es with Commodus’s icily beautiful 
sister, Lucilla (Connie Nielsen). For 
a Hollywood epic Gladiator is sturdi- 
ly plotted and surprisingly well writ- 
ten, and it has what may be cine- 
ma’s most successful use of digital 
imagery ever; but the action se- 
quences are a disappointment: Scott 
trades cohesion for a wearying fan- 
dango of hacks, grunts, and spurts, 
all cut too fast for the eye to see or 
the body to experience. Still, he 
took home the Oscar for Best Film, 
and Crowe joined him with the Best 
Actor statuette. (155m) Monday at 
the Harvard Film Archive. 

**1/2 GLOOMY SUNDAY: EIN 
LIED VON LIEBE UND TOD 
(1999). Rolf Schiibel’s film is in- 
spired by a 1930s American song 
that allegedly drove people to sui- 
cide. A few years back, Laszlo 
(Joachim Krol), the Jewish owner of 
the Restaurant Szabo, saved the life 
of Hans (Ben Becker) after Hans 
had thrown himself into the 
Danube. Hans was heartbroken be- 
cause Ilona (Erika Marozsan), the 
beautiful woman Laszlé now shares 
with his pianist, Andras, had reject- 
ed him. Hans (Ben Becker) has re- 
turned to Budapest resplendent in 
his SS uniform, but he proves less 
than grateful as the lovers’ fragile 
ménage contends with the Third 
Reich. In their favor, perhaps, is the 
title tune, which in this fanciful ver- 
sion of the actual story is composed 
by Andras. He was the Marilyn Man- 
son of his day, for the song became a 
worldwide hit, inspiring, so the leg- 
end goes, countless suicides around 
the world. (Billie Holiday’s version 
is like a beckoning revolver at 
4 a.m.) Schiibel’s film doesn’t quite 
live up to the song, though its mo- 
ments of near-farcical melodrama 
(the opening scene, for one) are 
tempered by a tone of sardonic irony 
and wistful weltschmerz. In German 
with English subtitles. (114m) West 
Newton. 

**1/2 THE GRUDGE (2004). 
Although murky, hoky, and at times 
ridiculous, Takashi Shimizu’s Ju-on 
showed the potential to be an intel- 
ligent genre film. Shimizu’s Holly- 
wood remake fulfills that potential 
to a degree, tightening up the re- 
verse/sideways chronological narra- 
tive and adding a cast — including 
redoubtable vampire slayer Sarah 
Michelle Gellar — that can offer 
more than wistful resignation in the 
face of unspeakable evil. Unfortu- 
nately, The Grudge still suffers from 
the fatal (for a horror film) flaw of 
not being scary. The grudge is actu- 
ally a curse, a lethal evil infecting 
places where people died in great 
anger or sorrow. (No surprise that 
there are post-WW2 places like this 
in Japan.) Karen* (Gellar), an ex- 
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*** HERO (Miramax). Everything in Zhang Yimou’s film takes 
place between, and around, two figures: a powerful king (Chen 
Daoming) and a swordsman, known only as Nameless (Jet Li), who 
seeks to assassinate him. Nameless comes to the king’s palace under 
the pretext of having eliminated the king’s three most dangerous en- 
emies, the protagonists of earlier assassination attempts: Sky (Don- 
nie Yen), Broken Sword (Tony Leung), and Flying Snow (Maggie 
Cheung). Disbelieving Nameless’s first version of events, the king 
probes deeper, and through a process that resembles the elaboration 
of a conspiracy theory, something like a truth emerges. The prodi- 
gious visual work of Hero — whose production design, costumes, 
and cinematography (by Christopher Doyle), splendid as they are, 
are rendered almost irrelevant by the layers of digital special effects 
applied over them — helps evacuate time from the film, stylizing the 
narrative as a game. And though Hero’s much-noted “beauty” has no 
justification other than to decorate a space of fantasy, to commemo- 
rate a disappearance, Zhang’s calligraphy of the body is primary: 
Broken Sword’s long hair rhyming with his brush filled with red ink 
(in shots intercut with the elaborate dance of Flying Snow and 
Nameless as they repel the arrows of the king’s archers); Flying 
Snow swirling as she dies. As the king concludes: “Swordsmanship's 
ultimate achievement is the absence of the sword” — an absence 
that, at the end of the film, we see inscribed, literally, on the palace 
gates. In Mandarin with English subtitles. (96m) 


* x SPIDER-MAN 2 (Columbia TriStar). The catch phrase for 
this sequel is, “You’ve got a choice,” and the one that Peter Parker 
(Tobey Maguire) — who's trying to balance careers as a college stu- 
dent and a costumed crimefighter while finding that he can’t make 
ends meet delivering pizza and realizing that he’ll endanger true 
love Mary Jane (Kirsten Dunst) if he reveals to her his secret identity 
— is that he won't be Spider-Man anymore. Of course, we know how 
long that’s going to last — as if Sony were going to pay $200 million 
to make a film about a kid studying physics, or as if Peter could sit 
back and let a super-villain run wild. In this case, it’s Otto Octavius 
(Alfred Molina), Peter’s role model/father substitute. He’s also the 
top asset for OsCorp, the energy company of Parker’s pal Harry Os- 
born (James Franco), formerly owned by Harry’s late dad, Norman 
(Willem Dafoe), a/k/a the Green Goblin from the previous film. Oc- 
tavius’s new “fusion” process is supposed to provide perpetual ener- 
gy; instead, it turns him into a monomaniacal evildoer fused himself 
to the four vastly powerful mechanical arms he required for the ex- 
periment. What Spider-Man 2 needs is a Sam Fuller type of inno- 
cence that can take the hokum seriously and transform it into pulp 
purity. Not to mention more of Raimi’s own sardonic irreverence. 
(127m) 


* 1/2 BOBBY JONES: STROKE OF GENIUS (Columbia TriS- 
tar). Before Tiger Woods, there was Bobby Jones, the only golfer 
ever to win the “Grand Slam” — in his era, the US Open and Ama- 
teur and the British Open and Amateur — in one year, 1930. Sickly 
as a child, Jones (played by a stiff James Caviezel) becomes a na- 
tional icon, retires at age 28, and founds the Augusta National Golf 
Course (home of the Masters). In between, he gets married and suf- 
fers from a stomach ailment. Nothing else happens. It’s a nice, pat 
bio-pic chock-full of drawn-out moments; even the opening credits, 
after informing us that this is a Rowdy Herrington film, go on to tell 
us that the man whose claim to fame is Road House also produced, 
conceived, wrote, and directed this ordeal. Albeit maudlin and ma- 
nipulative, Bobby Jones is affecting — for a while. What slows the 
film down is the inescapable harangue of greatness. Even Jones — in 
a moment that seems pulled from Caviezel’s performance in The Pas- 
sion of the Christ — seems assured of his triumph as he predicts his 
sweep. Fortunately, Jeremy Northam is on hand as Jones’s boozing 
professional nemesis, Walter Hagen, and Malcolm McDowell checks 
in as the avuncular sports writer O.B. Keeler. Bobby Jones the golfer 
did indeed play strokes of genius; Bobby Jones the movie settles for 
par. (120m) 


* LUTHER (MGM). This bio-pic drops into every pitfall the form 
offers. Pretending to immerse us in the Europe of the early 1500s, 
the film fails to evoke a world that’s believable or surprising, so in- 
tent are director Eric Till and writers Camille Thomasson and Bart 
Gavigan on propping up the various straw men, symbols, and clichés 
they think they need to tell Luther’s story. Joseph Fiennes plays Mar- 
tin early on as a cloddish naif, just to reassure audiences that they 
won't be spending two hours with some kind of intellectual; when he 
must appear as a scholar and teacher, he turns into a stand-up 
comic. Now and then Luther wrestles alone with his demons, in 
scenes intended to show that he has a dark side, though not dark 
enough to endanger anyone but himself. The style of the film is en- 
capsulated in the slow track-in on our hero as he refuses to recant 
his writings before the Inquisition, a hackneyed underlining that 
proves Till has no faith in his actor or his material. Peter Ustinov’s 
performance as Prince Frederick of Saxony is squirted into the film in 
little blots of disapproval and consternation. (115m) 
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change student in Tokyo getting 
extra credit as a social worker, wan- 
ders into one such when she enters 
a charming house to tend to an eld- 
erly American woman. Shimizu un- 
reels the creepy child, the black cat, 
the croaking phone calls, and other 
bogus scare tactics from the origi- 
nal, but more intriguing is the cul- 
tural conflict and dissociation sug- 
gested by the American cast mem- 
bers. Call it Lost in Translation by 
way of Nightmare on Elm Street or 
The Shining. That element, plus a 
small part by Bill Pullman reminis- 
cent of his role in David Lynch’s Lost 
Highway, earns this film some 
grudging respect. (88m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Somerville Theatre 
(Sunday through Thursday), sub- 
urbs. 


H 

**x1/2 HERE, A SHINING 
LIGHT (2003). A mentally dis- 
abled man must watch over the 
ramshackle shrine to Sultan Aziz 
while his uncle, the caretaker, is 
away for medical treatment. Like 
Dostoyevsky’s idiot, the nephew, 
with his lack of common sense, 
seems in touch with a higher power, 
or the lack of it. Dismayed by the 
lost faith of his neighbors, harried 
by the ghost of a dead miner (per- 
haps from Tiny Snowflakes) and noc- 
turnal visions of the sultan himself, 
the temporary caretaker ends up 
giving the roof over his head to his 
uncomprehending flock. Reminis- 
cent of Bufiuel’s Viridiana with a 
final scene evocative of El dngel ex 
terminador, Seyyed Reza Mir-Kari- 
mi’s film is an uneven but haunting 
fable. In Farsi with English subtitles. 
(100m) Saturday at the Museum of 
Fine Arts. 

***xHERO (2002). Everything in 
Zhang Yimou’s film takes place be- 
tween, and around, two figures: a 
powerful king (Chen Daoming) and 
a swordsman, known only as Name- 
less (Jet Li), who seeks to assassi- 
nate him. Nameless comes to the 
king’s palace under the pretext of 
having eliminated the king’s three 
most dangerous enemies, the pro- 
tagonists of earlier assassination at- 
tempts: Sky (Donnie Yen), Broken 
Sword (Tony Leung), and Flying 
Snow (Maggie Cheung). Disbeliev- 
ing Nameless’s first version of 
events, the king probes deeper, and 
through a process that resembles the 
elaboration of a conspiracy theory, 
something like a truth emerges. The 
prodigious visual work of Hero — 
whose production design, costumes, 
and cinematography (by Christo- 
pher Doyle), splendid as they are, 
are rendered almost irrelevant by 
the layers of digital special effects 
applied over them — helps evacuate 
time from the film, stylizing the nar- 
rative as a game. And though Hero’s 
much-noted “beauty” has no 
justification other than to decorate a 
space of fantasy, to commemorate a 
disappearance, Zhang’s calligraphy 
of the body is primary: Broken 
Sword’s long hair rhyming with his 
brush filled with red ink (in shots in- 
tercut with the elaborate dance of 
Flying Snow and Nameless as they 
repel the arrows of the king’s 
archers); Flying Snow swirling as 
she dies. As the king concludes: 
“Swordsmanship’s ultimate achieve- 
ment is the absence of the sword” — 
an absence that, at the end of the 
film, we see inscribed, literally, on 
the palace gates. In Mandarin with 
English subtitles. (96m) Somerville 
Theatre (Monday through Thursday), 
suburbs. 


i 
**xx*xI ¥Y HUCKABEES (2004). 
David O. Russell’s film has the coin- 
cidence-haunted Albert Markovski 
(Jason Schwartzman) discovering in 
a borrowed jacket the business card 
of “existential detectives” Bernard 
(Dustin Hoffman) and Vivian (Lily 
Tomlin) Jaffe, a kind of Nick and 
Nora Charles for the new age, and 
signing on with the duo: Vivian will 
follow his every move and find the 
missing links in his external life, 
whereupon Bernard will dissolve 
those external links altogether, re- 
connecting Albert with the “blan- 
ket,” the oneness underlying all phe- 


nomena, including that of Albert’s 
illusory ego. He’s not their only 
client, of course: nihilist fireman 
Tommy (Mark Wahlberg demon- 
strating what a skilled comic actor 
he is) has latched onto the dark side 
of the Jaffes’ Buddha Lite philoso- 
phy as pitched by Jaffe apostate 
Caterine Vauban (a gelid Isabelle 
Huppert). And in addition to 
Tommy and Albert, who might rep- 
resent the id and the superego, 
there’s Brad Stand (Jude Law, doing 
a scintillating impression of an actor 
in a Howard Hawks screwball come- 
dy), Albert’s nemesis, the rising, 
ruthless star of the all-consuming 
Huckabees corporation, and the 
glib, shining embodiment of ego. 
Between that wasteland and the 
equally vapid void of second-hand 
satori pitched by the Jaffes and 


Caterine, Russell stakes out a turf of 


non-sequiturs, rapid-fire ephemera, 
and childlike delight in the sheer in- 
sanity of being. He doesn’t make a 
case for saving the world or, for that 
matter, giving it up altogether. Still, 
in typographical terms at least, he 
challenges audiences to grasp the 
meaning, and appreciate the come- 
dy, of that elusive concept %. 
(107m) Copley Place, Fenway, Har- 
vard Square, West Newton, suburbs. 
** *x THE INCREDIBLES 
(2004). Pixar, the animation studio 
behind Toy Story and Finding Nemo, 
adds to its laurels and then some 
with this tale of a family of cos- 
tumed crimefighters. Writer/direc- 
tor Brad Bird’s witty take on the do- 
mestic lives of superheroes is set in 
a cheery, postmodern society where 
frivolous litigation (collateral dam- 
age and personal injury) against su- 
perheroes had become so rampant 
that the heroes — much like the mu- 
tants in X-Men — were legally re- 
quired to suppress their superpow- 
ers and fit in with everybody else. 
As the film opens, it’s 15 years later: 
Mr. Incredible (Craig T. Nelson), 
now plain old Bob Parr, has traded 
his six-pack for a beer gut and is 
pushing a pencil at an insurance 
company, and his wife, Elastigirl 
(Holly Hunter), now Helen Parr, has 
become a stay-at-home mom super- 
vising a rambunctious trio of super- 
charged children. Sick of the mun- 
dane malaise of suburbia, Bob puts 
on his Mr. Incredible tights and joins 
his former sidekick, Frozone 
(Samuel L. Jackson), in parlaying 
their bowling night into an opportu- 
nity to revive their superhero es- 
capades. One thing leads to another, 
and without telling Helen, Bob ac- 
cepts an invitation to a remote is- 
land to battle a peevish megaloma- 
niac (Jason Lee) and his omnipotent 
liber-bot. Mr. Incredible proves not 
as incredible as he used to be, and 
an angry Helen and the kids have to 
bail him out. Sure, the world hangs 
in the balance, but it’s the adult- 
savvy everyday dynamic between 
Bob and Helen that saves the day. 
(115m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, Embassy, 
suburbs. 

IN LOVE WITH THE SCARE- 
CROW (2004). In this parable 
from Iranian director Mahdi Nour- 
baksh, a farmer’s daughter believes 
that the wounded soldier she’s 
found is her scarecrow come to life. 
In Farsi with English subtitles. 
(110m) Friday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

INSIDE OUT (2004). This is 
Cindy Kleine’s look at the world of 
“outsider” art. (43m) Saturday at 
the Museum of Fine Arts. 

* * 1/2 INVINCIBLE (2001). Ina 
Polish shtetl in 1932, according to 
this Werner Herzog English-lan- 
guage adaptation of a true story, a 
Jewish blacksmith named Zishe Bre- 
itbart (Jouko Ahola) set out for 
Berlin to seek his destiny. He was 
tremendously strong, and so, he 
thought, God must have a purpose 
for him. Of course, in Berlin at that 
time another strong man, Adolf 
Hitler, was seeking his destiny also, 
and the link between the two was 
Erik Jan Hanussen (Tim Roth), a 
charismatic mountebank and the 
proprietor of Hanussen’s Palace of 
the Occult, a cabaret popular with 
the growing Nazi movement. There 
Hanussen would dazzle the Brown 


Shirt crowd with his mental powers 
of clairvoyance while Breitbart 
amazed them with his physical feats 
of strength. Herzog’s first dramatic 
feature since Cobra Verde (1988) 
conjures the meditative pacing and 
visual beauty of Aguirre der Zorn 
Gottes and Jeder fiir sich und Gott 
gegen alle (“The Mystery of Kaspar 
Hauser”), though it’s toned down 
some for broader consumption. The 
distinctive Herzogian touches in- 
clude the abrupt, surreal images, 
such as an army of crabs crossing a 
railroad track, and the mannered 
acting. Ahola is not an actor but a 
real strong man (twice winner of the 
title “World’s Strongest Man”), and 
his performance has the purity of a 
sleepwalker’s, in touching contrast 
to Roth’s reptilian hypnotist. Invinci- 
ble’s lulling rhythms and jagged in- 
nocence elevate Breitbart into the 
mythic, a new and doomed Samson, 
Golem, or Messiah. (133m) Monday 
at the Boston Public Library. 


K 
KILLING SILENCE: TAKING ON 
THE MAFIA IN SICILY (2004). 
Boston College professor John 
Michalczyk follows a group of 
women in Palermo as they try to 
take back their city from the Mafia 
(50m) Saturday at the Museum of 
Fine Arts 
*k*x%*1/2 KINSEY (2004). Bill 
Condon’s biography of the landmark 
investigator into male and female 
sexual behavior takes us back to a 
childhood and youth oppressed by 
illness and by a father (John Lith- 
gow as a delightful grotesque) de- 
termined to impose on him his own 
haughty, intolerant, fundamentalist 
image. Alfred Kinsey (Liam Neeson) 
rebels, turning from religion and his 
father’s plans for him to become an 
engineer and taking up instead biol- 
ogy and atheism. Enlightened scien- 
tist though he is, however, he’s a vir- 
gin when he finally weds his wife, 
“Mac” (Laura Linney), and their cat- 
astrophic ignorance leads to one of 
the film’s many “eureka!” moments: 
why not apply scientific method to 
the study of sex? A lot of lecturing 
goes on here, a necessity mitigated 
by the sublime Neeson, who can 
come off as both geek and lion in 
the same scene. And for a film about 
sex, Kinsey boasts some of the year’s 
least erotic scenes. Somewhat joy- 
lessly in this movie, Kinsey practiced 
what he preached, and he insisted 
that his staff do likewise. Clyde Mar- 
tin (Peter Sarsgaard) takes him at 
his word, seducing him in a seedy 
hotel after a day of querying homo- 
sexuals in Chicago. Mac, though 
sad, proves tolerant, especially 
when Clyde sleeps with her, too. As 
Kinsey loses it in his latter days, 
though, so does the movie, settling 
into a comfortable complacency. 
True, as he finally determines (and 
as the film has made clear all along 
by through its depiction of the en- 
during, resilient bond between Kin- 
sey and Mac, as stirring and tender 
a depiction of a 35-year marriage as 
you'll see on the screen), love is a 
greater mystery than sex, if only be- 
cause it can’t be measured. But 
showing gauzy second-unit footage 
of sequoia trees doesn’t clarify mat- 
ters, and neither is a cut to a pair of 
innocent fawns any more edifying. 
Would that Condon had cut instead 
to the archival Kinsey Institute 
footage of coupling porcupines that 
follows the end credits. Their tenta- 
tive, prickly, determined mating 
dance embodies the persistence of 
love in the human animal. (118m) 
Copley Place, Kendall Square, 
Coolidge Corner, West Newton, sub- 
urbs. 


L 
LA LEY DE HERODES/HEROD’S 
LAW (2003). It’s 1949 in this bru- 
tal and broad satire from Mexican 
director Luis Estrada, and the mayor 
of San Pedro de los Saguaros, a 
backwater village, gets caught with 
his hand in the till and loses his 
head to a posse of enraged citizens. 
The ruling political party needs to 
avoid embarrassment before the 
next election, so it’s looking to ap- 
point as a temporary replacement 
someone who'll be too stupid and 


"AN INSTANT 
OSCAR CONTENDER? 


RICHARD ROEPER, Ebert & Roeper 


““KINSEY’ IS LIKELY TO BE THE BEST-RECEIVED FILM OF 
ITS KIND SINCE ‘A BEAUTIFUL MIND’ LIAM NEESON 
GIVES AN OSCAR-WORTHY PERFORMANCE” 

t HICAG( UN-TIEMES 
“IAM NEESON HAS NEVER HAD A RICHER 
CHARACTER TO PLAY ON SCREEN - INCLUDING HIS 
LANDMARK ROLE IN ‘SCHINDLER'S LIST’ - AND 
HAS NEVER DISPLAYED SUCH FORMIDABLE ENERGY 
AND VIRTUOSITY ... AND KINSEY’S WIFE IS 
PLAYED BRILLIANTLY BY LAURA LINNEY” 


WALL STREI 





subservient to cause any trouble. 
Former “sanitary engineer” and 
long-time party loyalist Juan Vargas 
(Damian Alcazar) seems the perfect 
man for the job. He shows up with 
his wife, Gloria, determined to clean 
up the town and fulfill the party 
ideals of “modernity and social jus- 
tice.” But his illusions crash against 
the town’s sordid, fly-blown reali- 
ties. Faced with the utterly compro- 
mised village priest, the bullying 
brothel madam, and the self-right- 
eous local doctor, Vargas learns the 
law of the title quickly. Maybe too 
quickly; the transition from inno- 
cence to depravity is non-existent, 
though Alcdzar’s mugging can be 
pretty funny. Estrada succeeds more 
as a stylist than as a satirist: his 
brooding, often metaphoric imagery 
recalls Sergio Leone far more than 
does Robert Rodriguez's Once upon 
a Time in Mexico does. In Spanish 
with English subtitles. (123m) 
Wednesday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

LIVING WITH SLIM: KIDS TALK 
ABOUT HIV/AIDS (2004). The 
MFA's World AIDS Day presentation 
is Boston University film professor 
Sam Kauffman’s look at seven 
African children who are HIV-posi- 
tive. (28m) Saturday at the Museum 
of Fine Arts 

* x x THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE. FELLOWSHIP OF THE 
RING (2001). Not much is missing 
from New Zealander Peter Jackson's 
adaptation of the first volume of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic, and the result 
should leave most fans satisfied, if 
not overwhelmed. The film is mov- 
ing in places but less inventive and 
subversive than might have been ex- 
pected from the director of Heavenly 
Creatures and Forgotten Silver — 
well, a budget of $350 million for a 
three-film package over three years 
can make you cautious. Still, Jack- 
son shows impeccable discernment 
in his casting — even as the narra- 
tive itself blurs or becomes irrele- 
vant to the spectacle, the characters 
(especially Elijah Wood’s Frodo, 
who looks like a Botticelli angel 
crossed with a Cabbage Patch doll) 
linger in the imagination, offering 
emotional clarity. There’s also Ian 
Holm as a hammy Bilbo Baggins, 
Sean Astin, Dominic Monaghan, and 
Billy Boyd as Frodo’s fellow Fellow- 
ship hobbits, Orlando Bloom as Elf 
Legolas, John Rhys-Davies as Dwarf 
Gimli, Sean Bean as Boromir, Viggo 
Mortensen as Strider, and Ian McK- 
ellen as Gandalf the Grey. The ad- 
venture itself seems episodic, a 
reprise of special effects recalling 
everything from The Wizard of Oz 
and King Kong to Star Wars and 
Sleepy Hollow, and the landscapes 
and costumes look derivative. But 
there’s a David Lynch perversity to 
some of the imagery, and Jackson 
improves on the original by giving 
the girlfriends screen time — here 
it's Arwen (ethereal, big-bodied Liv 
Tyler), the Elf princess in love with 
Strider, who rescues the gravely 
wounded Frodo and outraces the 
pursuing Nazgiil to the Ford on the 
Bruinen. (178m) Weekend midnights 
at the Fenway. 




























. KINSEY WANTED 
TO SNAP THE 
PUBLIC OUT 
OF SEXUAI 
IGNORANCE 
AND CONDON’S 
KNOCKOUT 
OF A MOVIE 
TRIES TO DO 
THE SAME. 
YOU'LL 
BE SHOCKED 
AT HOW FAR WE 
HAVEN’T COME.” 


“PURE Ly 
ENTERTAINING 
AS IT IS THOUGHT- 
PROVOKING AND 
TIMELY. THE 
CASTING AND 
PERFORMANCES 
ARE BEYOND 
REPROACH... 
IT’S ONE OF 
THE YEAR’S 
BEST PICTURES.” # 
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“SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS’ LEAP 
TO THE BIG SCREEN IS AN 
Sa 


TENLEY WOODMAN, Boston Herald 


“THUMBS UP.” 


ROGER EBERT, Ebert & Roeper 
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**x*x MIRACLE ON 34TH 
STREET (1947). The delightful 
holiday classic in which Kris Kringle 
(Edmund Gwenn) goes to work as 
the Macy’s Santa and convinces a 
little girl (a very young Natalie 
Wood) that the fat man does indeed 
exist. Gwenn is wonderful — the 
eternal image of St. Nick. With Thel- 
ma Ritter. Directed by George 
Seaton. (b&w/96m) Tuesday at the 
North End Branch Library. 


N 
**x*xNAPOLEON DYNAMITE 
(2004). Jared Hess’s feature debut 

maintains its pure idiot savant inspi- 
ration with only occasional lapses 
into self-conscious inanity 
Napoleon (Jon Heder) is a nerd who 
undergoes the requisite hazing at 
his backwater Idaho high school, 
but all that seems negligible in the 
context of his absurd and unwhole- 
some personal universe, which in- 
cludes his minute, mustachio’d 31- 
Continued on page 14 
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A life changing film is in theaters now! 
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Continued from page 13 
year-old brother, Kip (Aaron Ruell), 
who spends his time in a cyber chat 


room with unseen love LaFawnduh; 
his oddly Clintonesque Uncle Rico 
(Jon Gries), who sells plastic dish- 
ware while seeking a time machine 
to return him to 1982 and the day 
his high-school football team lost 
the state championship with Rico on 
the bench; and his pal Pedro (Efren 
Ramirez), who has a killer bike and 
is the only kid in school with a 
moustache. Give it a kick in one di- 
rection or another and Napoleon Dy- 
namite would fall into the darkness 
of David Lynch or the crudity of the 
Farrelly Brothers. As it is, it’s one of 
a kind, and kind of a masterpiece. 
(89m) Weekend midnights at the 
Brattle. 
**xNATIONAL TREASURE 
(2004). The unlikely twosome of 
Disney and Jerry Bruckheimer get 
into bed for this Da Vinci 
Code-esque thriller (it’s even 
steeped in the lore of the Templar 
Knights) that employs icons of 
American heritage (the Declaration 
of Independence and the Liberty 
Bell) as scavenger-hunt clues in the 
quest for the ultimate trove. Few 
surprises, though, await history 
scholar Benjamin Franklin Gates 
(Nicolas Cage) and rival lan Howe 
(Sean Bean) as they dash from D¢ 
to Philadelphia and New York to se 
cure the booty. The heist of the Dec 
laration offers the one enthralling 
moment, and the chemistry between 
Cage and Diane Kruger (Helen of 
Troy) as a National Archives Nazi 
adds some sass. Harvey Keitel and 
Jon Voight are pleasing but largely 
cantankerous FBI 
and Ben's father 


wasted as the 

agent on the cas¢ 
Bean charms as the devious baddie 
and Justin Bartha, who was the only 
redeeming aspect in Gigli, serves up 
the punch lines as Ben’s nebbish 
sidekick. Director Jon Turteltaub 
however, limits himself to the 
Bruckheimer format: lots of 
trumped-up flash cutting, improba 
ble dances with death, and a series 
of thunderous explosions. Now you 
know what to expect when Dan 
Brown’s novel hits the big screen 
(100m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, Embassy, 
suburbs 


P 
*x*x*xTHE POLAR EXPRESS 
(2004). The theme of Robert Ze- 
meckis’s touching Christmas tale, 
like that of this year’s Red Sox sea- 
son, is “Believe,” though you might 
not believe the groundbreaking ani- 
mation that hits you like childhood 
wonderment on Christmas morning. 
Zemeckis (Forrest Gump and Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit) engaged a 
team of 500 FX specialists (with a 
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$165 million budget) to blend live 
action renderings (like Gollum in 
The Lord of the Rings) and snowy, 
CGI backdrops that look like some 
thing out of the Pixar factory. Based 
on Chris Van Allsburg’s best-selling 
book, this “night before” fable finds 
a group of diverse youths who doubt 
the existence of Santa Claus getting 
magically loaded onto the title 
train, which is bound for the North 
Pole. Tom Hanks (in movement and 
voice) plays five roles including 
Santa Claus, the train conductor, a 
gruff hobo, and Hero Boy. (The 
characters have names like Know It 
All Boy, Elf General, and so on.) 
Hero Boy’s misadventures propel 
the film, filling it with genuine ten- 
derness. In the end, the computer 
wizardry palls, but the story’s heart 
chugs on triumphantly. (90m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Circle, suburbs 

PORT OF CALL (1948). Steve 
Vineberg’s review of “Ingmar 
Bergman: Early Works” is on page 6 
In Swedish with English subtitles 
(b&w/100m) Saturday at the Har- 
vard Film Archive 

PRISON a/k/a THE DEVILS 
WANTON (1949). Steve 
Vineberg’s review of “Ingmar 
Bergman: Early Works” is on page 6 
In Swedish with English subtitles 
(b&w/80m) Friday at the Harvard 
Film Archive 


R 

* x RAY (2004). What’s good about 
director Taylor Hackford’s bio-pic of 
the ascent of Ray Charles is Jamie 
Foxx’s characterization of the soul- 
music giant. The early Oscar buzz is 
hyperbole, but Foxx does have 
Charles’s blindisms, bandstand 
panache, and modulated patter 
down. And his slyness. Foxx’s Charles 
plays women as smoothly as he does 
the piano until, inevitably, his cal 
lousness brings things down. At that 
Foxx and Hackford seem to be taking 
it easy on the real Charles, a very 
prickly character, even though they 
detail his decades as a junkie and his 
betrayals of his wife, his family, and 
his lovers. In this film, as it appeared 
to be the case in his life, the only 
thing Charles values more than his 
own ego is his music. What’s bad 
about Ray is Hackford’s made-for-TV- 
movie approach. The story rattles 
along in clumsy vignettes, flash- 
backs, and short cuts. Clichés 
abound; far worse is Hackford’s over- 
statement of Atlantic Records’ presi- 
dent Ahmet Ertegun’s contribution to 
Charles's initial discovery of his own 
style. Kerry Washington charms as 
Della Bea Robinson, Charles’s long- 
suffering second wife. But Regina 
King as Margie Hendricks, who 
stands in for the string of back-up- 
singing Raylettes that Charles bed- 
ded over the years, seems especially 
constrained by the film’s simplicity. 
(152m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Harvard Square, Circle, suburbs. 
RINGL AND PIT (1995). Photogra- 
phers Grete Stern and Ellen Auerbach 
met in Berlin in 1929 and founded 
the “ring] + pit” advertising studio. 
After the Nazis came to power, they 
fled Germany, Ellen to New York and 
Grete to Buenos Aires. This documen- 
tary by Juan Mandelbaum pays trib- 
ute to their work; it’s screened in 
memory of Ellen, who died last sum- 
mer at age 98. (56m) Wednesday at 
the Museum of Fine Arts 

*x*xTHE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW (1976). This horror- 
camp extravaganza still draws mid- 
night crowds. Its story of two dorky 
all-American kids (Barry Bostwick 
and Susan Sarandon) who find 
themselves indoctrinated into the 
pansexual ways of Dr. Frank-N 
Furter is no more outrageous than 
La Cage aux Folles, but only a cur- 
mudgeon would deny the magnet- 
ism of Tim Curry, whose lip-smack- 
ing rendition of “Sweet Transves- 
tite” remains one of the high points 
in all of cult movies. Jim Sharman 
directs. (100m) Saturday midnight 
at the Harvard Square 


Ss 
*SAW (2004). The strength of a 
joke lies in its delivery; so does that 
of a one-joke ‘movie. Highly praised 
by the oxygen-deprived audiences at 
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Sundance, Saw begins with a dia 
bolical set-up. Two strangers (Leigh 
Whannell and Cary Elwes) wake up 
in a disgusting lavatory chained to 
pipes. Between them is a gruesome 
corpse, and scattered about are as- 
sorted clues and other items. If they 
piece — or unpiece, as the situation 
calls for (among the available ob- 
jects are a pair of hacksaws) - 

things together in time, they just 
might escape the doom orchestrated 
for them by an unknown and appar 
ently omnipotent tormentor. Sounds 
like a metaphor for life, but first- 
time director James Wan instead 
makes it into what looks like a stu- 
dent filmmaker’s cocky, sloppy hom- 
age to Seven, itself an overrated ex- 
ercise in pretentious pulp. Maybe if 
the acting were less hysterical (even 
Danny Glover as a driven and per- 
haps demented detective is embar- 
rassing), the characters and their 


Julia Roberts and use sex to get a 
plum role as a “hot Virgin Mary” in 
a film directed by the rapper Red- 
man. Chucky and Tiffany are magi- 
cally reanimated, and both worry 
that their androgynous non-violent 
son (crafted to look like a bug-eyed 
David Bowie in his Aladdin Sane 
persona?) won't want to be a serial 
killer. Some fun cameos here, in- 
cluding John Waters as a slick pa- 
parazzo. Loads (sorry) of semen im- 
agery and one hilarious masturba- 
tion scene, but the main reason not 
to bring the kids is that the gore is 
completely over the top. (87m) 
Boston Common, suburbs. 

**xSHALL WE DANCE? (2004). 
In Peter Chelsom’s remake of 
Masayuki Suo’s charming 1996 
Japanese comedy, Richard Gere 
plays an upper-middle-class lawyer 
who’s bored with his life — the 
beautiful house, the lovely success- 


its voice actors (especially Will 
Smith and Martin Scorsese) and a 
primarily hip-hop/R&B soundtrack 
that’s probably a first for an animat- 
ed feature. Kids will laugh a lot and 
make the film a big hit. But as they 
say on Broadway, no one ever left 
the theater humming the scenery. In 
the narrative and characterization 
departments, Shark Tale flounders. 
Oscar (Smith) is a little fish who’s all 
talk, but when a shark (one of the 
mobsters who menace the reef city) 
turns up dead, Oscar takes credit 
and rides a wave of publicity to fame 
and fortune. As in the Shrek movies, 
there’s satirical potential here, say, 
to comment on a celebrity culture 
that elevates people who have no 
real talents or achievements, but 
Shark Tale expends all its wit on 
throw-away pop-culture in-jokes and 
minority stereotypes. Some Italian- 
American groups have complained 





EARLY INGMAR III: Harriet Andersson in The Summer with Monika. 


fates might arouse emotions other 
than repugnance and indifference 
Saw’s punch line is clever, unexpect- 
ed, and irrelevant; the joke is on 
anyone who still cares. (100m) Fen- 
way, suburbs. 

SAWDUST AND TINSEL a/k/a 
THE NAKED NIGHT (1953). 
Steve Vineberg’s review of “Ingmar 
Bergman: Early Works” is on page 6. 
In Swedish with English subtitles. 
(b&w/92m) Sunday at the Harvard 
Film Archive 

SCENES INTIMES/SEX IS COM- 
EDY (2002). Nina MacLaughlin’s 
review is on page 8. In French with 
English subtitles. (92m) Kendall 
Square 

SECRETS OF WOMEN a/k/a 
WAITING WOMEN (1952). Steve 
Vineberg’s review of “Ingmar 
Bergman: Early Works” is on page 6 
In Swedish with English subtitles. 
(b&w/107m) Tuesday at the Harvard 
Film Archive 

*xSEED OF CHUCKY (2004). 
Those who have enjoyed the meta- 
cinematic and Hollywood-insider 
humor in the previous four films of 
this giddily gory franchise won't be 
disappointed by this first one direct- 
ed by series creator Don Mancini. It 
opens with Shithead (voice of Billy 
Boyd), progeny of Chucky 
Brad Dourif) and Tiffany (voice of 
Jennifer Tilly), working for a ven- 
triloquist in Glastonbury, England 
Shithead is plagued by dreams of 
being a killer doll. He escapes to 
Hollywood (a moving red line across 
a map explains this) and finds his 
parents in storage on a sound stage. 
They’re starring in a “Chucky” film 
with Jennifer Tilly, whose self- 
loathing at what her career has been 
reduced to is scary, funny, and clear- 
ly justified. Tilly decides to follow in 
the footsteps of her arch-nemesis 


(voice of 


ful wife (Susan Sarandon), the two 
charming kids. He spots Jennifer 
Lopez, a ballroom dancer trying to 
get over professional and personal 
disappointment, in a window every 
night as his train passes her dance 
studio. One evening, on impulse, he 
checks it out and winds up signing 
on for a beginning ballroom-dance 
class. The other students are a dis- 
appointing collection of clichés: the 
overweight guy who sweats a lot, 
the homophobic creep, the obnox- 
ious girl who can’t get a partner. 
Only Stanley Tucci, as a straight guy 
who loves ballroom dance but is 
afraid to tell anyone, feels like a 
fully formed, if ridiculous, charac- 
ter. Gere plays middle-class malaise 
well — he carries himself with a 
worn, tired dignity that seems out of 
place in this otherwise obvious film. 
Lopez, for her part, substitutes 
standing up straight and looking se- 
rious for acting; only in her dancing 
scenes, which conjure her music 
videos, does she come alive. Shall 
We Dance? gives us characters 
whose lives are transformed by the 
beauty and joy of dancing without 
ever showing us how. (106m) Cop- 
ley Place, West Newton, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs 

* * 1/2 SHARK TALE (2004). Say 
this for Shark Tale: its visuals are 
amazing. Led by Shrek co-director 
Vicky Jenson, the filmmakers have 
done a splendid job creating a vi- 
brant underwater city — it’s like 
Times Square with barnacles — 
that’s swimming with life. The fish 
are fantastic: shimmering, iridescent 
creatures who represent a leap be- 
yond what the computer animators 
of Finding Nemo were able to accom- 
plish just a year and a half before. 
Shark Tale moves at a lively clip, 
thanks to the fast-talking patter of 


about the depiction of the shark 
mobsters (by such Mafia-tale regu- 
lars as Robert De Niro, Michael Im- 
perioli, and Vincent Pastore), but the 
film is an equal-opportunity offend- 
er, with its apparently African-Amer- 
ican characters (all hip-hoppers from 
the ‘hood), Jamaicans (two Rasta 


jellyfish), and one deeply closeted 


shark named Lenny (he’s a vegetari- 
an, but as drawn here and as voiced 
in a high-pitched whine by Jack 
Black, he’s also one swishy fish). 
This sort of thing may float above 
kids’ heads, but it shows the movie 
to be lacking the one thing that 
Shrek and the Pixar films like Nemo 
have had oceans of: heart. (100m) 
Copley Place, West Newton, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs. 

**x*xSHELTER (2002). Lorna 
Lowe Streeter’s intense, courageous 
video demonstrates why Boston is 
an international epicenter of the 
personal documentary. Streeter, an 
African-American woman in her 
early 30s, is still, as she testifies in 
candid self-interviews, in a tizzy be- 
cause of her off-key relationship 
with her mother. Actually, two 
moms: Fran, who raised Lorna after 
bringing her home in infancy, and 
Michelle, the woman who gave up 
her baby for adoption, and whom 
Lorna tracked down in 1993. In her 
absorbing investigation, Streeter 
puts both before her camera, and 
both prove wanting as maternal 
figures. Fran is suspicious, spooky, 
and emotionally frigid; Michelle is a 
shifty, sobbing, unreliable drama 
queen. Although both her moms 
have their own family demons, 
Streeter is right to lament that she’s 
never had “a mother being in love 
with her daughter.” Tuesday at MIT. 
**x*1/2 SIDEWAYS (2004). 
Writer/director Alexander Payne’s 
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latest is an alternately rollicking and 
mournful road comedy about the 
terrors of settling into middle age 
Jack (Thomas Haden Church) is 
about to get married, so his pal 
since college, Miles (Paul Giamatti) 
devises a week-long vacation in 
Southern California wine country as 
a male-bonding ritual centered on 
golf, good food, and Miles’s hobby, 
wine tasting. But Jack has other 
ideas: he wants to enjoy his last ves- 
tiges of sexual freedom, and he 
hopes that Miles, who has sunk into 
a miserable reclusiveness since his 
own marriage broke up, can get laid 
too and loosen up a little. Church 
(Lowell Mather on the TV series 
Wings) is hilarious; he gets the one- 
two punch of Jack’s puerile sensual- 
ity and his hang-dog air of abash- 
ment whenever he’s chastised. The 
movie is wise enough to match him 
up with Payne’s wife, the raucous 
Korean-Canadian actress Sandra Oh, 
as Stephanie, whom the men run 
into pouring at a winery — a good- 
time gal with a vulnerable heart. 
But Miles is the protagonist, and 
Virginia Madsen’s Maya is the 
warm-blooded waitress who tempts 
him out of his emotional hiberna- 
tion. Their scenes together are su- 
perb, even the big one Payne and 
Taylor can’t resist overwriting, 
where these two aficionados couch 
their sexual desires and trepidations 
in a discussion of wine. Sideways 
winds up on a tentative, hopeful 
note as Miles puts his heart on the 
line one more time. About Schmidt 
may have catapulted Payne into the 
ranks of major Hollywood directors, 
but this is the movie that earns him 
his place among them. (123m) 
Boston Common, Kendall Square, 
Coolidge Corner, Embassy, suburbs. 


Art Deco production design and all- 
too-studied homage, Sky Captain 
teems with a retro-futuristic jumble 
of spare parts culled from Republic 
serials, Lost Horizon, King Kong and 
the 1951 sci-fi chestnut When Worlds 
Collide. In the promising opening, 
with the Hindenburg III moored atop 
a snow-whipped Empire State Build- 
ing, maladroit reporter Polly Perkins 
(a shrill Gwyneth Paltrow) enlists 
former flame Joe Sullivan (Jude 
Law, rakish yet bland) as she ineptly 
tries to uncover a plot to kidnap the 
world’s pre-eminent scientists. Soon, 
this “Sky Captain” and his languid 
Girl Friday are battling a mysterious 
army of giant robots with his P-40 
Warhawk. What could it all mean? 
Try pretext: loads of synthetic gee- 
whiz action awaits, but the novelty 
will wear thin for all but the 
youngest moviegoers. Welcome but 
short-lived relief comes in the per- 
fectly cast form of Angelina Jolie 
commanding an all-female “Am- 
phibious Squadron.” Shot over a 
scant six weeks at London’s “George 
Lucas Stage,” the rest of the actors 
are little more than puppets in Con- 
ran’s blue-screen toy box of nostal- 
gia. Lucas would be proud. The rest 
of you should consider yourselves 
warned. (107m) Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs 

* * *x THE SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE (2004). 
Nickelodeon’s SpongeBob 
SquarePants program never insults 
the intelligence of its audience, and 
that’s a major reason for its all-ages 
appeal — that and the contagious 
giddy goofiness of SquarePants and 
his pals. And if there’s any doubt 
that the cartoon attracts more than 
the under-10 set, a glance at the 
bands on the feature-length film’s 


which 
show's cre 
ators, Sherm Cohen and Stephen 
Hillenburg. But the perfect timing 
and the self-aware absurdity trans- 
late to the big screen. The story is a 
classic quest: Plankton, in an effort 
to detour business from the Krusty 
Krab to the Chum Bucket, steals 
King Neptune’s crown and blames 
Mr. Krabs. SpongeBob and his puffy 
starfish pal Patrick set off to retrieve 
the crown from the distant, danger- 
ous Shell City. They’re aided by 
Princess Mindy (the sweet-voiced 
Scarlett Johansson) and threatened 
by the evil sea cowboy Dennis (Alec 
Baldwin) as well as other underwa- 
ter thugs. In an age of animated raz- 
zle-dazzle, SpongeBob will remind 
you of pre-digital Saturday morn- 
ings. (90m) Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 
SUMMER INTERLUDE a/k/a IL- 
LICIT INTERLUDE (1950). Steve 
Vineberg’s review of “Ingmar 
Bergman: Early Works” is on page 6. 
In Swedish with English subtitles. 
(b&w/96m) Sunday at the Harvard 
Film Archive. 

THE SUMMER WITH MONIKA 
a/k/a MONIKA (1953). Steve 
Vineberg’s review of “Ingmar 
Bergman: Early Works” is on page 6 
In Swedish with English subtitles 
(b&w/96m) Sunday at the Harvard 
Film Archive 


per half-hour than the movie, 
also is directed by the 


T 
**x *xTARNATION (2004). Mania 
is hell. And to watch Jonathan 
Caouette’s agonizing documenta- 
tion of his and his mother’s mental 
illness is to live through it with 
them. Combining Super 8 footage 
that Caouette started shooting at 11 
with family photos, clips from cult 


ages and effects tells the story of 
Caouette’s mother, Renee, a child 
model subjected to numerous 
rounds of shock therapy who 
spends her life in and out of Texas 
institutions. It’s an affectionate, af- 
fecting ode. But the story belongs 
more to Caouette himself. He creat- 
ed the film using Apple’s iMovie 
emphasis on the “i.” Tarnation is 
not so much documentary as it is 
cinematic memoir, an account, for 
the most part resisting self-indul- 
gence, of Caouette’s seemingly un- 
bearable life as he witnesses the 
rape of his mother, spends time in 
abusive foster homes, grows up gay 
in a backward Texas town, gets di 
agnosed with depersonalization dis- 
order, and lives as though he were 
in a dream. He turns the camera on 
himself perhaps to make his life 
more real, perhaps to make sense of 
all the chaos. (88m) Coolidge Cor- 
ner. 

**1/2 TEAM AMERICA: 
WORLD POLICE (2004). The 
spectacle halfway through Team 
America of a down-and-out Gary 
Johnston, all 22 inches of him, toss- 
ing his cookies for the fourth time 
epitomizes the work of Trey Parker 
and Matt Stone at its best. There 
aren't enough such moments, unfor 
tunately. Their epic (at one-third 
scale) lacks some of the anarchic ge 
nius that has given us Mr. Hankie 
and the Christmas Poo and put Sad- 
dam Hussein in Hell as Satan’s gay 
lover. After a “successful” Paris mis- 
sion in which Team America blasts 
Osama bin Laden puppets in Paris 
but also the Louvre and the Eiffel 
Tower, the Team’s creepy head, 
Spottswoode, recruits actor Johnson 
to infiltrate the terrorist cells. John- 
ston’s acting convinces almost 


cessful Cairo mission results in a ter 
rorist attack on the 
Johnston quits and goes on a ben- 
der, leaving the others to the de 
vices of the real puppeteer: North 
Korean dictator Kim Jong-II. Toward 
the end, Team America 
test of how much you enjoy the 
sight of Tim Robbins being burnt to 
death or a gun-toting Janeane Garo 
falo getting her brains blown out. In 
better times, those of all ideological 
persuasions might chuckle at such 
excess and (one hopes) irony. Until 
then, you might prefer the comic 
purity of a vomiting puppet. (105m) 
Copley Place, Somerville Theatre, 
suburbs 

THIRST (1949). Steve Vineberg’s 
review of “Ingmar Bergman: Early 
Works” is on page 6. In Swedish 
with English subtitles. (b&w/88m) 
Saturday at the Harvard Film 
Archive 


Panama Canal 


becomes a 


Vv 
**xVERA DRAKE (2004). 
Whether you think Mike Leigh’s Vera 
Drake is the dour kitchen-sink real- 
ist’s latest masterpiece (it won the 
Golden Lion at Venice) or a case of 
self-parody depends on your take on 
a scene near the end. It’s holiday 
time in the dank London of 1950 
and Vera (jack-o’-lantern-faced Imel 
da Staunton), out on bail after her 
arrest for performing illegal abor 
tions, faces a chilly reception at the 
family dinner table. After all the acid 
silences, averted eyes, and not-so- 
veiled accusations, son-in-law Reg 
(Eddie Marsan), newcomer to the 
clan, takes a chocolate and says that 
this is the best Christmas he’s ever 
had. And who's to argue? Leigh's 
post-war, pre-boom period setting 
exudes injustice, pathos, and help 


jargon, 





ing-class family who has been “help 
ing girls in trouble” with her syringe 
and cheese grater. Her service ha: 
continued for years free of charge 
and no one’s the until one 
client almost dies, whereupon Ver: 
spends the rest of the movie crying 
That’s feminism Mike Leigh style 
and his manipulative tract is more 
condescending than compassionate 


(125m) West Newton 


Ww 

*WHAT THE #$*! DO WE 
KNOW!? (2004). The cliché’d titk 
is supposed to express wonderment 
but the only thing this loose docu 
mentary about quantum physics wil 
make you say “What the #$*! 
about is the shoddy job it does of il 
luminating its subject. Highbrov 
platitudes, and existentia 
technobabble spew across the screet 
from expert talking heads as the 
topic bounces from possibility t 
density of matter to alternate realit 
and, eventually, God and sex. The 
most “unreal” segments, however 
are the enactments of the principle 
dramatized in the banal daily doing 
of Amanda (Marlee Matlin, the dea 
actress who Best Actres 
Oscar for Children of a Lesser Ge 
back in 1986) 
Py age who 

yf the film looking 
beleaguered 


wiser 


won a 


a hard-working phi 
spends the entiret 
perplexed an 
Most of the 
are so woeful, they’re laughable; 

few rise to the level of inadverten 
camp. The best you can do is thinl 
of What the #$*! as an ersatz redw 
of Errol Morris’s A Brief History « 
Time (1991). It seems director 
William Arntz, Betsy Chasse, anc 
Mark Vicente felt that some brazer 
sex and a riotous Polish weddins 
might further clarify the arcane con 


vignette 


cepts. They don’t. (111m) Embassy 
Arlington Capitol 

WMD: WEAPONS OF MASS DE 
CEPTION (2004). Peter Keough: 
review is on page 8. (98m) Kendal 
Square 


lessness, and the victimized look on 
with either slack-jawed, non-com- 
prehending despair or grinning, non 
comprehending benevolence. The 
latter expression belongs to Vera, the 
saintly matriarch of a sturdy work- 


everyone, from the Chechen warlord 
harboring WMDs in a Cairo bar to 
fellow Team members Lisa and 
Sarah, who are smitten by his 
charms. But he hasn't convinced 
himself, especially when the suc- 


movies and ’80s TV, and a sound- 
track that’s mellow and melancholy, 
this nightmarish portrait of abuse 
and insanity makes you feel as if 
you were flipping through a scrap- 
book on acid. The delirium of im- 


*SKY CAPTAIN AND THE 
WORLD OF TOMORROW 
(2004). Noteworthy for its created- 
on-computer evocation of 1939 New 
York, Kerry Conran’s debut feature is 
an eye-popping bore. A triumph of 


soundtrack — Wilco, the Flaming 
Lips, the Shins, Motoérhead, Ween, 
and Avril Lavigne — will prove that 
kids aren't the only ones who find 
Bikini Bottom a cool place to be. 
The TV show delivers more laughs 




















“A Miust See.” - 


Cinerna Libre Distribution presents 


RENEE ZELLWEGER HUGH GRANT COLIN FIRTH 


BRIDGE TJONES 


Jou Sicce., GOOD MORNING AMERICA 


“YOU'LL FALL IN LOVE WITH 
BRIDGET JONES ALL OVER AGAIN’ 


“RENEE ZELLWEGER IS THE BEST — 
TRULY HYSTERICAL” 


Jim Ferguson, ABC-TV 


Chicago Reader 


A Film by Danny Schechter “The News Dissector” 
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Fully Committed 


By Becky Mode. Directed by Spiro Veloudos. Set by 
Skip Curtiss. Lighting by Robert Cordella. Sound by 
Dewey Dellay. With John Kuntz. At the Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston through December 23. 


i n one way, it sounds like an actor’s dream 


nately, it’s not a director or your agent call- 
ing. Sam, the underemployed thespian of Fully 
Committed, mans the reservations line at a 
much-in-demand Manhattan eatery where the 
rich, the famous, and the just obnoxious shrilly 
insist on booking a table to enjoy “jicama- 
poached Scottish wood squab” or something 
“with hyssop oil on a bed of wild ramps.” 
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Writer Becky Mode and original star Mark 
Setlock had both worked for Manhattan 
celebrity chef David Bouley, and they cooked 
up the characters, whose resemblances to non- 
fictional foodies are doubtless strictly uninten- 
tional. The gimmick of the play is that the 
actor playing the harassed Sam also plays 
everyone else — some 40 restaurant person- 
nel, badgering reservation seekers, a couple of 
relatives, even the ratings-guide-producing Za- 
gats. It’s a tour de force that Setlock intro- 
duced locally in a 2000 co-production of 
Broadway in Boston and the Huntington The- 
atre Company, whose Nicholas Martin helmed 
the original Off Broadway staging. Now Lyric 
Stage Company honcho Spiro Veloudos, who 
also directs, gets the ingenious idea to serve as 
the troupe’s holiday offering chameleonic 
John Kuntz as the channeling actor. After all, 
the show is set in December, the swank 
eatery’s airless basement decorated with a few 
sad strings of Christmas lights. And among 
other traumas, Sam is dealing with his recent- 
ly widowed dad’s meek beseechings about 
whether he’ll make it home for the holiday. 

Fully Committed (the title is a pretentious 
term for all-booked-up) is more delicious 
than a lot of its imperious but insecure 
chef’s menu sounds (though it does descend 
into recurring tastelessness in one incident 
meant to indicate just how shitty poor 
Sam’s job is). And if the play is as light as a 








Tickets at the Box Office OR 
through Ticketmaster.com, 617.931.2787 
vai of 20+ call 617.482.8616 
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Ho-Ho-Hilarious! 


SHEAR MADNESS 
BOSTON'SE.. UPROARIOUS WHODUNIT 


HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
CHRISTMAS & 12/26 at 3 & 7:30; 
12/27 & 12/28 at 8; 12/29 at 2 & 8; 
12/30 & NEW YEAR'S EVE at 8; 
NEW YEAR'S DAY at 3 & 8 
JAN 2 NO SHOW 


, REG PerFS: TUE-Fri AT 8; SAT AT 
} 6:30 & 9:30; Sun at 3 & 7:30 


Charge tickets & gift certificates: 617/426-5225 


Charles Playhouse * 74 Warrenton St * www.shearmadness.com 





pathos, which Kuntz delivers, and its dessert 
of revenge. Moreover, between its dotty 
pocket portrayals of the divas of cuisine and 
the gustatorily desperate of Manhattan, the 
production neatly traces the arc of Sam’s 
slightly troubling journey toward the air of 
“entitlement” his agent thinks will make 
him more attractive in the equally vainglori- 
ous world of theater and get him out of 
some East Side Escoffier’s basement. 
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Diners’ 


John Kuntz serves smorgasbord in Fully Committed 


BY CAROLYN CLAY 


job: the phone never stops ringing. Unfortu- 


NOT ONLY DOES HE MANAGE THE DANCE, Kuntz for the most part makes it look natural. 


gossip soufflé, it’s not without its soupcon of 


club 


The play was tailored to the unassuming 
but mimic-savvy Setlock’s talents, and his 
characters (and accents) were more precise- 
ly delineated than Kuntz’s, too many of 
whose personae are manic. But surprisingly 
given an actor as distinctive as Kuntz, who 
is best known for his own one-man amal- 
gams of eccentricity, the Lyric production is 
anchored by an aptly indistinctive Sam, the 
craziness reserved for his torturers, both in 
house and out. And revisiting the play, one 
sees more clearly how tough an assignment 
Fully Committed is, between orchestrating 
the phone negotiations and rendering all of 
the characters, including the 39 who aren’t 
really there, physically palpable. Kuntz not 
only manages the dance but, for the most 
part, makes it look natural, whether he’s 


buzzing glumly back and forth between the 
main switchboard and the tyrannical chef’s 
buzzing and flashing private phone, getting 
lost in hip-swiveling little cakewalks of tri- 
umph when someone other than he lands in 
the soup, or playing verbal tennis games be- 
tween his own nice guy and his besiegers, 
from the snooty French maitre d’ to haute- 
seeking diners from the Upper East Side to 
the Mafia. 

There’s Carol Ann Rosenstein Fishburn, 
whom maitre d’ Jean-Claude won’t talk to 
because she has “a face lahk a dog.” Kuntz 
plays her with arms extended into agitated 
little Cheerios of the fingers. There’s Bryce, 
the over-the-top aide to Naomi Campbell, 
who wants a vegan tasting menu and to 
send over the supermodel’s own flattering 
lightbulbs. He’s got both arms spread to the 
ends of the desk and his face, it would 
seem, halfway up the phone line. There’s 
the hysterical Mrs. Sebag, who hyperventi- 
lates into a bag when her previously made 
reservation cannot be confirmed. There’s the 
quietly gravel-voiced Mafioso who wants 
someone to serenade his parents with their 
favorite tune, “The Lady Is a Tramp.” And 
those are just a few of the personae who 
emerge fully blown from the wires, includ- 
ing the laconic, smirking Chef, who calls to 
mind a less likable Paul Reubens. 

That Kuntz can deliver a crate of crazies 
comes as no surprise. What’s more impressive 
is how touchingly he plays the depressed 
Sam, who’s just trying to keep himself to- 
gether as he trudges toward one of life’s 
hopeful corners. With Fully Committed fol- 
lowing his two seasons as Crumpet the disaf- 
fected Macy’s elf in David Sedaris’s The San- 
taland Diaries, the actor is starting to look 
like our local repository of holiday-employ- 
ment hell. Next year, he’ll probably turn up 
as Bob Cratchit. a 
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JOHN TILLINGER 


| HE] PERFORMANCE SERIES 


Begins Tues 8PM * 2 Weeks Only thru Dec 19 
TELECHARGE.COM 800-447-7400 


A Show of the Month Club Exclusive Attraction 
The Shubert Theatre/Show of the Month Groups (617) 350-6000 


©) THE SHUBERT THEATRE - www.wangcenter.org 
ed 
Fzdtttac. or TTY Ticket Orders Call (888) 889-8587 (7 & &) etna 


“MICHAEL T. WEISS’ SEXUALLY 
CHARGED PERFORMANCE 
IGNITES THE PLAY, THE CAST, 
AND THE AUDIENCE! THE RESULT? 
A SIZZLING PRODUCTION OF 
WILSON'S DRAMA.” 


Joyce Kulhawik, WBZ-4 
“DAZZLING! RESONATES 
IN RAW AND INSTINCTIVE 
WAYS! . Frank Rizzo, Variety 


“SPARKS 
FLY!” BURN THIS 


by Lanford Wilson 
Directed by 
Susan Fenichell 


Ed Siegel, The Boston Globe 


at the Boston University Theatre, 
264 Huntington Avenue 


« Anne Torsiglieri; 


Eric Antoniou 


LIMITED RUN 
PLAYING NOW — CALL TODAY! 


tive Box Office: 617 266- 0800 


4 Huntington www. BostonTheatreScene.com 
www.huntingtontheatre.org Exclusive Television Partner: a 


Loge Art Desa & 


Four times the fun in one Magical Journey! 


DEC. 26 _— 29 3 rr 2 3 ~ DEC. 29 


© FleetCenter : | ) page 


Buy tickets at 
www.disneyonice.com 
ticketmaster Ticket Centers, FleetCenter Arena Box Office or call (617) 931-2000 
For Information call (617) 624-1000 
Groups call (617) 624-1805 


TICKET PRICES: $12 - $20 - $25 
Limited number of Front Row and VIP seats available. Call for details. 
(Service charges and handling fees may apply; no service charge at Arena Box Office.) 


. 
=< 
Te ginhene Te a 


THE ART STORE ; 


a BLICK eanpnny 


‘Holida 
Sale 4 


We've put hundreds of items on sale, but if we missed 
something you need for the Holidays: 


ie) CWA hme) a 
any non-sale items! 
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Valid Through December 27th 














COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


@ BIG DIG . . . THE END OF AN 
ERROR! [mprov Asylum takes on our 
collective tax and traffic albatross in 
this improv- and sketch-comedy 
revue. At Improv Asylum, 216 
Hanover Street, Boston (617-263- 
6887), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday, 
at 9 p.m. on Friday, and at 8 and 
10 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $15 to $20. 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would be 
difficult and unfair to try to catalogue 
all the antics of the Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted 
bald pates who have settled into long 
runs Off Broadway and at the Charles 
Playhouse. They begin their delightful 
and deafening evening of anti-per- 
formance art beating drums that are 
also deep buckets of paint, so that 
sprays of color jump from the instru- 
ments like breaking surf, and end by 
engulfing the spectators in tangles of 
toilet paper. And the Blue Men have 
lately advertised new “twists and 
turns,” including a piece on the state 
of world rock and one set in an Inter 
net café. At the Charles Playhouse, 74 
Warrenton Street, Boston (617-426- 
6912), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, at 
7 p.m. on Friday, at 4, 7, and 10 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $46 to $56; $21.75 ob- 
structed-view seating, available at the 
box office and Boston day of perform- 
ance. 

@ BOSTON TEA PARTY RE-EN- 
ACTMENT. Newsman Jack Williams 
hosts this 231st-anniversary re-enact- 
ment of the early act of civil disobedi- 
ence that led to the American Revolu- 
tion (and, probably, Starbucks). It 
runs from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Old 
South Meeting House, 310 Washing 
ton Street, Boston (617-482-6439), 
December 12. Tix $5; free to patrons 
wearing traditional colonial attire 

@ BURN THIS. The Huntington The- 
atre Company revival of Pulitzer win- 
ner Lanford Wilson’s 1987 drama is 
sparked by an electrifying perform- 
ance by Michael T. Weiss, whose Pale 
is a coked-up lit match of a New Jer- 
sey restaurant manager. Pale is 
brought into an unlikely but com- 
bustible romance with downtown 
New York choreographer Anna follow- 
ing the death of a gay male dancer 
who was his younger brother and her 
terpsichorean partner and inspiration. 
In 1987, the subtext for the play, in 
which mourning triggers a powerful 
sexual and creative response, was the 
AIDS crisis; now it’s September 11 

The overlong four-hander is artfully 
written but turns sentimental toward 
the end, its mismatched lovers crying 
into each other’s hair and seeming 
about to go pick out china together 
But it’s handsomely turned out and 
generally well acted at the Hunting 
ton, with Weiss’s raging Pale a force of 
nature. At the Boston University The- 


atre, 264 Huntington Avenue, Boston 
(617-266-0800), through December 
12. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 


with a Wednesday 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, 
on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $14 to $69 
@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Trinity 
Repertory Company initiates the 
annual attack of the killer Scrooges, 
fielding two casts in a cornucopia of 
performances of the Adrian Hall 
Richard Cumming adaptation. Bonus 
Scrooge actually takes off on his noc 


through Thursday 
2 p.m. matinee) 
at 2 and 8 p.m 


turnal journey toward redemption, 
like a malevolent old Peter Pan. Mark 
Sutch directs. Stephen Berenson and 
Cynthia Strickland are the Scrooges of 
two separate companies. Also in the 
casts this year are Boston-area fa- 
vorites Diego Arciniegas, Susanne Nit 
ter, and Robert Saoud. At Trinity 
Repertory Company, 201 Washington 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 
(401-351-4242), through December 
27. Performance times vary. Tix $28 to 
$50; discounts for seniors and the dis- 
abled. Stoneham Theatre offers di- 
rector Robert Jay Cronin’s adaptation 
of Dickens’s tale of a skinflint cruising 
toward conversion; Dale Place is 


Scrooge. At Stoneham Theatre, 395 
Main Street, Stoneham (781-279- 
2200), December 2 through 23. Cur- 
tain is at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday (De- 
cember 21 only), Wednesday, and 
Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 1 and 
5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $32; $27 for 
seniors; $16 for students. Hartford 
Stage presents its adaptation by artis- 
tic director Michael Wilson (who also 
directs), which is described as “a Vic- 
torian Christmas card come to life,” at 
Hartford Stage, 50 Church Street, 
Hartford, Connecticut (860-527- 
5151), through December 26. Curtain 
is at 7 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
(with 2 p.m. matinees December 21, 
23, and 24), at 11 a.m. and 2 and 
7 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $25 to $55; dis- 
counts for children 

@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. The 
2004 edition of this annual celebra- 
tion of the Winter Solstice is “a tribute 
to our friends up North.” At Harvard 
University’s Sanders Theatre, 45 
Quincy Street, Cambridge (617-496- 
2222), December 10 through 28, Cur- 
tain is at 7:30 p.m. on Monday (De- 
cember 27 only), Tuesday (December 
21 only), Wednesday (December 22 
only), and Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Fri- 
day (no performance December 24), 
at 3 and 8 p.m. on Saturday (no per 
formance December 25), and at 1 and 
5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20 to $42; $12 
to $32 for children under 12. (Jeffrey 
Gantz’s preview is in the “Perfor- 
mance” column, on page 21.) 

@ EMBEDDED. Northeastern Uni- 
versity hosts the Los Angeles—based 
the Actors’ Gang in writer/director 
movie star Tim Robbins’s satire. At 
Blackman Theatre, Northeastern Uni- 
versity campus, 360 Huntington Av- 
enue, Boston (617-373-2247), De- 
cember 9 and 10. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
Tix $25; $20 for seniors and students 
(Sally Cragin’s preview is in the “The- 
ater” column, on this page.) 

@ AN EVENING WITH ISRAEL 
HOROVITZ. Alarm Clock Theatre 
Company offers two early one-acts by 
the prolific playwright, both first pre- 
sented in 1968: the Obie-winning The 
Indian Wants the Bronx (which intro- 
duced Al Pacino) is a taut trip toward 
inevitable violence in which a couple 
of punks torment a Hindu gentleman 
on a New York street corner, and It’s 
Called the Sugar Plum is a romantic 
two-hander between a college student 
and the fiancée of a guy he just ran 
over. At the Boston Center for the 
Arts, 539 Tremont Street, Boston 
(617-933-8600), December 3 through 
19. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday (no performance December 
5). Tix $15; $12 for seniors and stu 
dents 

@ THE FIRST NOH AND KYOGEN 
PROGRAM WITNESSED BY 
AMERICANS. The Japan Society of 
Boston, which is celebrating its cente 
nary, presents this unusual program, 
“a restaging of performances first in- 
troduced to Western audiences during 
a State visit to Japan for former Presi 
dent Ulysses S. Grant in 1879.” Co- 
produced by the Nohgaku Kyokai As- 
sociation of Japan, the plays star 
Umewaka Rokuro, whose great-grand 
father performed for Grant. The pro- 
gram includes the classic The Earth 
Spider, which depicts “the battle of 
noble warriors trying to subdue a ter 
rible Nature demon”; excerpts from 
the noh play Mochizuki; and the comic 
kyogen play Trapping the Fox. At John 
Hancock Hall, 180 Berkeley Street, 
Boston (617-451-0726), December 7 
Curtain is at 7 p.m. Tix $35; $30 for 
Japan Society members; $15 for stu- 
dents; $60 for Japan Society members 
with special priority seating and post 
performance reception with the cast 
@ FULLY COMMITTED. The Lyric 
Stage Company commits itself to 
Becky Mode’s delirious one-man show 
about an out-of-work actor manning 
the reservations line at an in-demand 
Manhattan eatery. At the Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston, 140 Clarendon 





by Sally Cragin 


events leading to the fall 
of Baghdad. Actors play 
numerous roles, including 
characters inspired by 
members of the Bush 
cabinet, as indicated by 
commedia dell’arte—style 
masks. Embedded had a 
lengthy run in Los Ange- 
les and has also played 
various cities across 
America. At New York’s 
Public Theatre, where 
Robbins appeared in the 
play, it received negative 
reviews yet still ran for 
four months last year. 
Speaking over the phone 


as left or liberal.” 


Street, Boston (617-437-7172), 
through December 23. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day (with a 2 p.m. Wednesday mati- 
nee on December 22), at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $19 to 
$43; $10 student rush, 30 minutes 
prior to performance. (Carolyn Clay’s 
review is on page 16.) 

@ THE GOOD WOMAN OF SET- 
ZUAN. Boston Conservatory Theater 
Ensemble presents Bertolt Brecht’s 
play with music, which was written 
around 1940 and is set in China. In 
this parable about the difficulty of 
goodness in a society dominated by 
greed, the title character, the warm- 
hearted Shen Te, is forced to invent 
and impersonate a rough male cousin, 
Shui Ta, in order to protect her inter- 
ests. Jason Slavick directs. At the 
Boston Conservatory Theater, 31 
Hemenway Street, Boston (617-912- 
9222), through December 5. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through Satur- 
day and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $12; 
$10 for seniors; $5 for students. 

@ THE HENRIAD. Providence’s Trin- 
ity Rep Company takes on its most 
ambitious project ever with this fiery 
three-evening staging of Shake- 
speare’s epic history of “fathers and 
sons, succession and rebellion, and 
the responsibilities of patriotism and 
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Asking and telling 


Tim Robbins’s Gang comes to town 


iety has reigned since September 12, 

2001, but if the Los Angeles—based Actors’ 
Gang has any say, the season of mockery has 
now begun. Headed by writer/director/Oscar 
winner Tim Robbins, the troupe brings Embed- 
ded, a comedy/drama focusing on the Iraq War, 
to Northeastern University next weekend. 

Written and directed by Robbins (who does 
not appear in the Boston production), Embed- 
ded concerns the build-up to the war and the 


from New York, Robbins explains that Embed- 
ded is his response to what he views as a “cri- 
sis point” in the public’s relationship with the 
media and the government. “There is this per- 
ception that we have a liberal or left-leaning 
media. If you look at the build-up of the war, it 
was Clear to so many of us that there wasn’t 
enough evidence and they were rushing.” 
During the first Gulf War, Robbins wrote 
two pieces, Bob Roberts and Mayhem, but he 
felt that the current situation warranted its 
own play. “We're all in a situation in this 
country where people are intimidated about 
speaking, and | asked, ‘Why is that? Why, if 
they have the Congress and the Senate and 
the judicial and most of the media, why 
would people in such positions of power fear 
dissent?’ The only answer was human behav- 
ior — it’s a feeling they don’t possess the 
truth. If you’re playing a liar and you have to 
hide a big lie, you attack truth. You attack 
anyone that threatens you. Often, the attack 
has nothing to do with what is said. When you 
have 70 percent of Bush voters still believing 
that al-Qaeda and Saddam Hussein are 
linked, you have either a deluded public or a 
serious propaganda machine. What’s amazing 
is that they’re still able to portray the media 





The Embedded Gang 


power” comprising Richard Il, Henry 
IV Part 1 and Part 2, and Henry V and 
English history from 1398 to 1420. Di- 
rected by three separate directors with 
an ensemble that continues from play 
to play, the productions are distinct 
yet connected, with Kevin Moriarty 
helming an affecting Richard II rife 
with religious allusion, Amanda Dehn- 
ert turning the conflated Henry IV 
plays into a roistering barnstorm, and 
artistic director Oskar Eustis offering a 


pointed modern-dress rendering of 


Henry V in which a sincere if question- 
ably counseled Harry memorably ral- 
lies his troops to a dubiously justified 
war he believes God has ordained. In 
repertory at Trinity Repertory Compa- 
ny, 201 Washington Street, Providence 
(401-351-4242), through December 
19, Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday, and at 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, with 2 p.m. matinees on se- 
lected Wednesdays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays. Tix $28 to $50 

@ HOW TO SUCCEED IN BUSI- 
NESS WITHOUT REALLY TRY- 
ING. MIT’s Musical Theatre Guild 
presents the Pulitzer-winning 1961 
musical satire of the world of Big Busi- 
ness in which the hapless J. Pierpont 
Finch works his way up from window 
washer to chairman of the board, all 
while singing songs by Frank Loesser. 


“A big part of our message with this show 
is not to trust one media source,” says Anna 
Sommer, who plays the wife of a soldier who 
goes to war and a “star reporter.” She and 
other cast members explain that rehearsals 
also feature discussions about current 
events. “We’re encouraged as the cast to find 
out as much as we can about who our cur- 
rent cabinet is,” says Corey Graham Lovett, 
who plays Rum Rum, a gung-ho Rumsfeld 





stand-in, and other roles. “One thing that’s 
nice about the Actors’ Gang is that we do 
theater that matters,” says Simon Anthony, 
who also plays multiple roles. “It’s either po- 
litically stimulating or has to do with social 
justice, like The Exonerated [the hit play 
about death-row inmates who have been 
proven innocent].” 

Robbins has found that, despite less-than- 
rave reviews, the show sells on word of mouth. 
“There was a desire and need to see it. 
Whether it’s a great piece of theater or not, we 
didn’t know. But what we came to understand 
is that it was theater that people needed to see 
and wanted to see.” After the show, the Actors’ 
Gang hosts talkbacks to gauge audience re- 
sponse. “It’s what theater should be,” says 
Robbins, “a forum where a thought could be 
expressed and questions could be raised, but 
all in the context of a theatrical experience. It 
was never approached as a lecture, just as 
‘Let’s tell our story here’ and maybe they'll be 
angry and maybe they'll be moved.” 

Embedded is presented at Blackman The- 
atre in Ell Hall on the Northeastern University 
campus, 360 Huntington Avenue in Boston, 
next Thursday and Friday, December 9 and 10. 
Tickets are $20 to $25; call (617) 373-2247, 
or visit www.centerforthearts.neu.edu. 
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The book is by Abe Burrows, Jack We- 
instock, and Willie Gilbert. At La Sala 
de Puerto Rico, on the second floor of 
the Stratton Student Center, 84 Mass- 
achusetts Avenue, Cambridge (617- 
253-6294), December 3 through 11. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$10; $8 for MIT community, seniors, 
and students from other schools; $6 
for MIT/Wellesley students. 

@ I DON’T WANNA PLAY HOUSE. 
Blackbird Productions presents indige- 
nous Australian writer/performer 
fammy Anderson in her one-woman 
show, in which she “plays 14 different 
characters in her evocation of a child- 
hood described as ‘a welfare worker’s 
worst nightmare.” At Boston Play- 
wrights’ Theatre, 949 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston (617-354-1719), De- 
cember 6 and 7. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. Tix $10 at the door only; $8 
for low-income patrons and Stage- 
Source members. 

@ JOHNNY GUITAR: THE MUSI- 
CAL. SpeakEasy Stage Company pres- 
ents the Boston premiere of this 2003 
New York hit, winner of the Outer 
Critics Circle Award for Best Off- 
Broadway Musical. Paul Daigneault 
directs the send-up, with book by 
Nicholas van Hoogstraten and music 
and lyrics by Martin Silvestri and Joel 
Higgins, of the 1954 Nicholas Ray 


movie Western that pitted manly yet 
sultry saloon proprietress Joan Craw- 
ford against sexually repressed bank 
owner Mercedes McCambridge in a 
frontier town that wasn’t big enough 
for both of them. SpeakEasy has 
diminutive Kathy St. George as a sort 
of pre-sanforized Crawford, right 
down to the tightly curled coif, shoul- 
ders-back-and-breasts-out stance, and 
nostril-flaring, slightly maniacal stone- 
Joan countenance. Backed by red 
skies and surrounded by cartoon 
mesas, the show’s not weighty, but it 
is a hoot. At the Nancy and Edward 
Roberts Studio Theatre in the Stanford 
Calderwood Pavilion at the Boston 
Center for the Arts, 527 Tremont 
Street, Boston (617-933-8600), 
through December 18. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Wednesday through Friday, at 
4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $35 to $40; $20 
student rush. 
@ LIES, HALF TRUTHS AND THE 
AMERICAN WAY. We're trying not 
to hold it against Improv Asylum that 
Martha Stewart’s name is spelled 
wrong in the press release for this new 
show, “an improvisational and sketch- 
comedy revue that asks the questions: 
does anyone tell the truth anymore, 
and does anyone take the blame?” 
Featured is a “prison duet” for Stewart 
and Saddam Hussein; other scenes are 
inspired by audience suggestions. At 
Improv Asylum, 216 Hanover Street, 
Boston (617-263-6887), indefinitely. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Wednesday 
and Thursday and at 8 and 10 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. Tix $15 to $20. 
@ THE LION KING. The eagerly 
awaited arrival in Boston of the Tony- 
winning 1997 Broadway musical built 
by director/designer Julie Taymor on 
Disney’s 1994 animated film about a 
prodigal Hamlet with fur lives up to 
its hype. Local girl turned theater god- 
dess Taymor turns the likable coming- 
of-age cartoon about a princely lion 
cub tricked into exile and returning to 
claim his rightful place into a graceful, 
percussive, multicultural pageant with 
songs by South African composer 
Lebo M added to those of Elton John 
and Tim Rice, regal masks and pup- 
pets melded to humans, and stunning 
though simple effects, many of them 
inspired by Asian theater. There is a 
disconnect between Taymor’s contri- 
bution and Disney’s, so that some- 
times the show seems like a slicing 
and dicing of primal exotica and cute 
cartoon. But the celebratory and mov- 
ing opening number alone, with its 
parade of imaginatively conceived an- 
imals wafting down the aisles and 
onto the stage, is worth the price of 
admission. This is one show to be en- 
joyed by adults and cubs alike. At the 
Opera House, 539 Washington Street, 
Boston (617-931-ARTS), through Feb- 
ruary 20. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tues- 
day through Thursday (with 2 p.m. 
matinees on Thursday December 23, 
Friday December 31, and Wednesday 
February 16), at 8 p.m. on Friday (no 
performance December 24), at 2 p.m. 
(no performance December 25) and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 1 and 
6:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22.50 to 
$87.50, $27.50 to $97.50 the week of 
December 28—January 2. 
@ MATTER FAMILIAS. Wesley Sav- 
ick directs this new comedy by Ginger 
Lazarus, whose MOCKBA: A Play 
About Moscow won a John Gassner 
Memorial Playwriting Award. “When 
Katherine wants a son, no problem — 
she adopts. It’s not a problem that the 
son is older than she is.” At Boston 
Playwrights’ Theatre, 949 Common- 
wealth Avenue, Boston (617-358- 
PLAY), through December 19. Curtain 
is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday, and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $22; $15 for seniors 
and students 
@ MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL. 
Jennie Linders’s hit Off Broadway mu- 
sical, which “relyricizes” tunes from 
the 60s and ’70s to create a parodic 
paean to a familiar checklist of aprés- 
40 concerns of the distaff set, is anoth- 
er critic-proof show that nonetheless 
takes the easy way out at every oppor- 
tunity. There’s doubtless a clever musi- 
cal to be written on the subject of 
menopause, but this one is no hot 
flash. Still, the Boston cast is zippy, 
and a few of the sight gags are great. 
Just don’t go expecting The Vagina 
Monologues. At the Stuart Street Play- 
house, 200 Stuart Street, Boston (800- 
447-7400), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
Continued on page 20 
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8 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $42.50, $38.25 for 
seniors and “Girls’ Night Out” groups 
of 10 or more. 

@ NOISES OFF. Sid Friedman directs 
this Boston University School of The- 
ater Arts production of Michael 
Frayn’s masterfully calibrated back- 
stage farce, which follows a third-rate 
touring company of a British sex farce 
as it comes apart on the road. Faculty 
members Bill Young and Nina Pleas- 
ants are in the cast. At the Virginia 
Wimberly Theatre in the Stanford 


New Eng — Premiere! 
Winner! 2004 Best aa ‘e 


The Value of Name lettrey Sweet 
"Very moving, beautifully 
written. A triumph!" 


Chicago Tribune 


at The Theatre 
Cooperative 

Nov. 12 - Dec. 11, 2004 
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Nov. 20th and 21st 


Now Thru Dec. 18, 2004 
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Calderwood Pavilion at the BCA 
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Calderwood Pavilion at the Boston 


Tix/info: 617-933-8600 Center for the Arts, 527 Tremont 
www.BostonTheatreScene.com Street, Boston (617-933-8600), De- 
www. SpeakEasyStage.com cember 9 through 19. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 
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MADNESS angi 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. 
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Presents 
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Warrenton Street in the heart stra d. | + sta = 
apped. In Gibbons’s play, an 
THIS WEEK: é 
priceless and empowering pieces of it 


Buy discounted tickets online: 
www.theatrecoop.org 


617-625-1300 
277 Broadway, Somerville 


Tuesdays - Fridays at 8pm = 
Saturdays at 6:30 and 9: 50pm ID at the door, day of performance, 
Sundays at 3 and 7:30pm subject to availability. 

For tickets call: @ PERMANENT COLLECTION. 

617-426-5225 Adam Zahler directs the well-per- 

Y : formed New England. premiere of 
WWW.SHEARMADNeEss.com} | 25 Years of the Best of Boston Comedy ther-Het 

or go to the box office at Sponsored by WZLX 100.7 FM bons’s play, which is loosely based on 

Charl Nov. 26 thru Dec. 19 gh od ged ions 
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The 34th annual Kenny Rogerson (12/2), Tony V (12/2) pressionist giants built in a wealthy 

° 3 ddy B 19 white suburb by a collector who also 

CHRISTMAS REVELS Mike Bent (12/3), Te y Bergeron (12/3) revered African art but relegated 

Brian Powers (12/4) & Bob Siebel (12/5) 
plus special surprise guests! 


December 10 - 28 


Sanders Theatre 
Cambridge 


Call 617-496-2222 
(Tue-Sun 12-6pm) 
Order tickets online at 
www. revels.org 


to storage. The new honcho’s plan to 
give it more prominent position would 
require an amendment of the by-laws 
and puts him into conflict with the 
museum’s white director of education. 
The play is talky and schematic, but it 
bravely addresses touchy issues re- 
garding who chooses what goes up on 
museum walls and on what basis: col- 
lector’s wishes, art-establishment 
judgments, political correctness or 
personal response? Under Adam 
Zahler’s direction, Clark Jackson, as 
the media-savvy CEO, and Benjamin 
Evett, as the more naive art scholar, 
both give complex performances that 
acknowledge the convictions and the 
flaws of their characters. At New 
Repertory Theatre, 54 Lincoln Street, 
Newton Highlands (617-332-1646), 
through December 12. Curtain is at 
2 p.m. (on selected afternoons) and 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday, at 4:30 and 
8:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. (on selected evenings) on 
Sunday. Tix $30 to $48; $28 to $33 
for matinees. 
@ THE PRICE. Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre revives Arthur Miller’s 1968 
drama, in which a couple of estranged 
brothers meet to sell off the posses- 
sions of their late father, a business- 
man who lost his money during the 
Depression, and go through some old 
baggage involving loyalty versus am- 
3 weeks only! bition. An octogenarian, aphorism- 
spurting Jewish furniture appraiser is 


Dec. 2-19. Thurs-Sun $22/$15. F i ; 

Z j _Inc ~ there to price the goods and act as cat- 

617-358-PLAY 5 and Period-Instrument Orchestra. alyst. Artistic director Charles Towers 

www.bu.edu/bpt for tix. & info. is at the helm of the partially miscast 

* production, which is less solid than 

Sat. Dec 4 at 3.00pm the artfully constructed if old-fash- 

a ioned play. At Merrimack Repertory 

For Sun. Dec 5 at 3.00pm Theatre, 50 East Merrimack Street, 
Fri. Dec 10 at 7.30pm 


Lowell (978-454-3926), through De- 
cember 11. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 

Sun. Dec 11 at 3.00pm 
Symphony Hall, Boston 


Wednesday through Friday, at 4:30 
* Special 20% savings for Dec. 4 


and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 
and 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $26 to $45. 

Tickets: $30-$77 

ORDER TODAY! 























































































































Upcoming Performances Include: 
Barry Crimmins - Jack Gallagher - Don Gavin 
Chance Langton - Jim Morris - Steve Sweeney 

& many other special guests! 
Jimmy Tingle’s OFF BROADWAY Theater 
255 Elm St. Davis Sq. Somerville 
617-591-1616 or www.jtoffbroadway.com 
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Enjoy Boston's Favorite Holiday Tradition, 
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and the inspiring "Amen." 


= Matter Familias 
Ginger Lazarus. 


John Finney conducts 


eryone's baby crazy 
ymp with a stellar cast 


the Handel and Haydn Society Chorus 


advertising 


information ’ @ THE PROVOK’D WIFE. British 


director Mark Wing-Davey is at the 
helm of this American Repertory The- 
atre staging of Late Restoration play- 
wright John Vanbrugh, who also in- 
vented the English Baroque style of ar- 
chitecture and designed Blenheim 
Palace and Castle Howard. The play 
— a first draft of which was penned 
while Vanbrugh was imprisoned in the 
Bastille as a suspected spy — made its 
official debut in 1697. Deemed at the 
time “rampant and scandalous,” it’s 
about a miserable marriage and the 
unseemly things that get done to spice 
it up. Bill Camp (the ART’s Prince Hal 
and Henry V) returns to head a cast 
that includes Remo Airaldi, Thomas 
Derrah, Jeremy Geidt, and Karen Mac- 
Donald. At the Loeb Drama Center, 64 
Brattle Street, Cambridge (617-547- 
8300), through December 26. Curtain 
is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through 


please 


contact 


Carrie Meade} 


at — 617 266 3605 
617-859-3344] |}www.handelandhaydn.org 


Boston’s only half-price, day-of-show ticket outlet in Copley Square, 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace. 
Visit us online at www.artsboston.org . 


Agts Boston 
or call 617.482-BTIX 
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Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $12 to $72. 

@ PUPPET SLAM 2004. Puppet 
Showplace Theatre’s Puppets at Night 
series of performances for “adventur- 
ous” adult audiences presents its De- 
cember edition, a compilation of 
“short puppet plays ranging from seri- 


| ous to silly, poetic to political, and in- 


nocent to insouciant, with occasional 
forays into ribald and risque.” The 
line-up includes Behind the Mask The- 


| atre’s The Sultan Who Had an Itch, 
Judy O’Hare’s The French Wolf, Craig 


Kosnik’s Rhonda’s Tale: A Story of 
Growing Up, Jake Schachter’s Faust, 
Merrill Garbus’s excerpts from Fat Kid 


| Opera, Drama of Works’ The Sid and 
| Nancy Punch & Judy Show and ex- 


cerpts from Sleepy Hollow, Lin Sass- 
man’s excerpts from Life’s Greatest Re- 
freshment and Life, It’s Me, Kate Art- 
ibe’s Untitled, Katie James & Natalie 
LaChall’s Flop, and Nicol Wander’s Un- 
titled. At Puppet Showplace Theatre, 
32 Station Street, Brookline Village 
(617-731-6400), December 4. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Tix $12; $9 for PST mem- 
bers, students, and low-income per- 
sons. 

@ PYGMALION. The Longwood 
Players present My Fair Lady for the 
tone deaf — also known as the play by 
George Bernard Shaw. At the Cam- 
bridge YMCA Theatre, 820 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, Cambridge (866-811- 
4111), December 3 through 11. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Fri- 
day and at 2 p.m. (December 11 only) 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $16; $14 
for seniors and students. 

@ RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS 
SPECTACULAR. Move over Nut- 
cracker, the Rockettes are coming to 
town. This year for the first time, the 
Wang Theatre hosts a touring version 
of the famed Radio City holiday enter- 
tainment featuring the long-legged, 
high-kicking lovelies known as the 
Rockettes dancing in such traditional 
numbers as “The Parade of the Wood- 
en Soldiers” and “The Living Nativity,” 
both of which have been on the Radio 
City program since 1933, and such rel- 
ative upstarts as “The 12 Days of 
Christmas” and “Christmas in New 
York.” Also: Snowmen! Reindeer! 
Elves! Teddy bears! At the Wang The- 
atre, 270 Tremont Street, Boston 
(800-447-7400), through December 
31. Performance times vary; a com- 
plete schedule is available at www. 
wangcenter.org. Tix $18.50 to $74.50. 
@ SANTALAND DIARIES. Theatre- 
Zone steps up to the plate to provide 
an acerb counterpart to all those 
Christmas Carols in David Sedaris’s 
wicked account of his experiences as a 
discontented elf at Macy’s in Manhat- 
tan. Rodney Raftery, whose pertinent 
credits include playing a nutcracker at 
Santaland in the Dedham Mall, plays 
the crumbling Crumpet. At Chelsea 
Theatre Works, 189 Winnisimmet 
Street, Chelsea (617-887-2336), De- 
cember 3 through 26. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
(no performance December 24, but 
there is a 7 p.m. performance on De- 
cember 25) and at 7 p.m. on Sunday 
(December 19 and 26 only). Tix $18 
at the door; $15 in advance; $12 at 
the door, $10 in advance on Thursday. 
@ SHEAR MADNESS. The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participa- 
tion whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in Amer- 
ican theater history) continue to comb 
Newbury Street for the murderer of a 
classical pianist who lived over the 
unisex hair salon where the show is 
set. At the Charles Playhouse Stage II, 
74 Warrenton Street, Boston (617- 
426-5225), indefinitely. Curtain is at 5 
and 8 p.m. on Tuesday, at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, at 6:30 
and 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 


and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $34. 


@ TEA AT FIVE. Kate Mulgrew, a/k/ 
a Captain Janeway of Star Trek fame, 
returns to the area in her second-best- 
known guise, as Katharine Hepburn in 
Matthew Lombardo’s play, which 
tunes in on La Hepburn at her home 
in Fenwick, Connecticut, first when 
the burgeoning movie star has re- 
turned home after being declared 
“box-office poison” in the 1930s, then 
in the 80s, when the aging, irascible 
Star is recovering from injuries in- 
curred in a car accident. Mulgrew 
does an uncanny impersonation of 
Hepburn at both stages of her life; her 
performance (which originated at 
Hartford Stage and did a guest stint at 


American Repertory Theatre) is what 
makes the evening worthwhile. At the 
Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont Street, 
Boston (800-447-7400), December 7 


| through 19. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tues- 


day through Friday (December 8 it’s at 
7 p.m.), at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 1 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. 

@ TRAPS. The new ensemble Under- 
ground Stage performs a little-known 
work by Obie-winning British play- 


wright Caryl Churchill in which she 


“pushes the boundaries of theatrical 
form, merging past, present, and fu- 
ture” in an examination of “a high- 
minded experiment in communal liv- 
ing.” Ben Lambert directs. At the 
Piano Factory, 791 Tremont Avenue, 
Boston (617-931-2787), through De- 
cember 19. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thurs- 
day through Saturday and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $18; $15 for seniors 
and students. 

@ THE TROJAN WOMEN. Andrei 
Schukin directs this American Reper- 
tory Theatre/Moscow Art Theatre In- 
stitute for Advanced Theatre Training 
production of Euripides’s great anti- 
war play, with emphasis on movement 
and choreography. At Zero Church 


Street Performance Space, corner of 


Church Street and Massachusetts Av- 
enue, Cambridge (617-547-8300), 
through December 5. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. Tix $10; $5 for ART sub- 
scribers, seniors, and students. 

@ UNDER HER UMBRELLA. The 


young 11:11 Productions, formerly of 


Columbus, Ohio, enters its second 
Boston season with the world pre- 
miere of house playwright Brian Tut- 
tle’s Boston-set drama. Actually, the 
play is set “in a beautiful home bath- 
room, covered in tile and paintings,” 
where a recently divorced woman ad- 
vocating for an arts council and other 
characters “struggle to find a place 
where they feel safe in their own 
skin.” At the Actors Workshop, 327 
Summer Street, Boston (617-851- 
8321), December 10 through 18. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and Satur- 
day. Tix $15. 

@ THE VALUE OF NAMES. The 
Theatre Cooperative presents Jeffrey 
(Immoral Imperatives) Sweet’s play 
about an aging, once-blacklisted Jew- 
ish actor whose daughter shows up at 
his cliffside Malibu home with the 
news that the guy who ratted him to 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee is about to direct her in a 
play. Eventually the man who named 
names also turns up, and both he and 
his victim air their cases in this 
provocative 1982 one-act that puts 
moral ambiguity into a situation 
where you don’t expect it. Lesley 
Chapman directs the engaging pro- 
duction. At the Theatre Cooperative, 
277 Broadway, Somerville (617-625- 
1300 extension 1), through December 
11. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$20; $15 for seniors and students; 
$10 for military personnel. 

@ WHO’S AFRAID OF THE VIR- 
GIN MARY? The “controversial hol- 
iday classic” chosen as one of the 
best 10 plays of 2003 by the Boston 
Herald is back in all its sacrilegious 
glory. Ryan Landry and the Gold 
Dust Orphans conflate the Nativity 
story and Edward Albee’s Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? to create a 
“fistfight ‘neath the mistletoe” in 
which Joseph and Mary, “lost in time 
and still living in Bethlehem” while 
drinking themselves into oblivion, 
host the young Kris Kringle and his 
Mrs. for a late-evening nightcap. 
Landry plays the BVM; Larry Coen, 
Scott Martino, and Chris Loftus com- 
plete the cast. At the Ramrod Center 
for the Performing Arts in Machine, 
1256 Boylston Street, Boston (617- 
265-6222), through December 23. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday through December 
18 and Tuesday through Thursday 
December 21 through 23. Tix $25, 
cash only. 

@ WHOSE WIFE IS IT ANYWAY? 
This Harvard University student pro- 
duction of British writer Ray 
Cooney’s political sex farce, which 
centers on a government minister 
trying to suppress a sex scandal, de- 
scribes itself as “Yes, Minister meets 
Fawlty Towers.” At Winthrop House 
Junior Common Room, Mill Street, 
Harvard University campus, Cam- 
bridge (617-496-2222), through De- 
cember 18. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 


Thursday through Saturday. Tix $20; 


$7 for students. 
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. Revels goes French-Canadian 
r- by Jeffrey Gantz 

nm 

y- | magine the scenario: John (Le) Kerry is elect- 
5 ed president and Revels winds up giving com- 
" mand holiday performances of its French-Cana- 
% dian Christmas Revels at the White House. Well, 
V- it didn’t happen, but that just means we'll have 
e Reveis’ always gratifying Christmas production 
x all to ourselves. As for the French-Canadian 

: theme, its choice obviously wasn't predicated on 
1. a Kerry victory, so how did the Revels folks hit on 
rs that as opposed to, say, a French theme? 

“We last had a French medizval theme in our 
= 1985 Christmas Revels,” explains Revels music 
- director George Emlen. “That was also the first 
g time | worked with Paddy [Revels artistic director 
i- Patrick Swanson]: he was brought in to direct 
it the ‘Sir Gawain and the Green Knight’ play. Then 
h in 1996, we focused on Brittany, which com- 

: bined a lot of Breton singing and dancing and 

i bombards, those ear-splitting double-reed instru- 

t ments that are characteristic of Breton music, 

- with French music, and we reprised ‘Sir Gawain.’ 
For our Spring Revels of 2000, | hired the 

' Prince Edward Island band Barachois, which of 

course is Canadian but whose culture is more 


Acadian than, shall we say, mainland Canadian. 
We wove them into an ‘Evangeline’ story in 
which the Acadians, driven out of Nova Scotia by 
the Brits around 1750, eventually surfaced in 
Louisiana as Cajuns. 

“So this is the first purely Québecois Revels. 
It is quite distinct from English-speaking Cana- 
da, in music, dance, and tradition as well as in 
language, but there are some themes that spread 
out across Canada in this show, notably the 
voyageur traditions. When we say Québec, we are 
referring to the province, not the city. Since 
Montréal is also in the province of Québec, we 
are by no means ignoring that fair city. In fact, 
Pierre Chartrand, our phenomenal step-dancer, 
dance teacher, and tradition bearer for this show, 
is from Montreal. His three musician friends that 
he is bringing with him are all from Québec City 
or thereabouts. 

“| found out about Pierre through a woman in 
Maine named Cindy Larock, who spent a lot of 


time telling me who was who in the world of tra- 
ditional French-Canadian music and dance. 
Paddy and | took a road trip to Montreal with 
Judy [Revels choreographer Judy Erickson] in 
September to meet Pierre and videotape him as 
he taught Judy dances for the show. | borrowed 
his terrific three-volume collection of traditional 
French Canadian songs and learned a lot about 
the culture and traditions of the region just from 
talking with him. One of the most fascinating 
traditions is the “Chasse-Galerie” legend about 
the flying canoe, which Paddy immediately 
seized upon as a great visual element for the 
show. In the French version, Lord Galerie is con- 
demned to hunt for eternity in the night sky, and 
people say they hear his hounds baying on 
stormy nights. In Québec, the hunting party is 
replaced by a flying canoe bearing voyageurs on 
their way home to their families for Christmas, 
and this too is sometimes visible at night.” 

So is Revels expecting Kerry to attend this 
year? Perhaps deliver an introduction in his (al- 
most) native tongue? “Sorry | don’t know what 
Monsigneur Kerry has in mind for holiday enter- 
tainment this year,” Emlen concludes. “Certainly 
this Revels should be at the top of his list. I’m 
not sure an introduction from His Holiness would 
set the right tone for a Revels performance, but 
you never know.” 

The Christmas Revels, with Danse Cadence, 
the Québecois Kids, the Revels Chorus, David 
Coffin, the Pinewoods Morris Men, and the Cam- 
bridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble, opens next 
Friday, December 10, and runs through Decem- 
ber 28 at Harvard’s Sanders Theatre, in Memori- 
al Hall, between Harvard Yard and the Law 
School Yard in Harvard Square. Tickets are $20 
to $42, or $12 to $32 for children under 12; 
call (617) 496-2222, or visit www.revels.org. 
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dance 


@ THURSDAY 2 

BOSTON BALLET presents The Nut- 
cracker Thurs.-Fri. at 7:30 p.m., Sat. at 
2 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. at 1 and 
5:30 p.m., Wed. at 2 and 7:30 p.m., 
and Thurs., at 7:30 p.m. at the Colo- 
nial Theatre, 106 Boylston St., Boston. 
Tickets $25-$100; (617) 931-ARTS. 
JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE 
presents The Nutcracker Thurs.-Fri. at 
7:30 p.m., Sat. at 2 and 7:30 p.m., 
Sun. at 2 and 6 p.m., and Thurs. at 
7:30 p.m. at Old Cambridge Baptist 
Church’s Sanctuary Theatre, 400 Har- 
vard St., Cambridge. Tickets $15-$35; 
(617) 354-7467. 

MIT DANCE THEATER ENSEMBLE 
performs Thurs.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at Kres- 
ge Little Theater, 48 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $6, $4 for students; 
(617) 253-4720. 


@ FRIDAY 3 

CAITLIN CORBETT DANCE COM- 
PANY presents a 20th-anniversary 
concert with Joycie’s Pie, Wigwam 
Ladies, Rain, Car Dance, Three Quartets, 
Oh, and Five Things Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. 
at Massachusetts College of Art, Tower 
Auditorium, 621 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $15, $12 for students, 
seniors; (617) 864-3191. 
JEANNETTE NEILL DANCE STU- 
DIO presents “Not! The Nutcracker!” 
Fri. at 8 p.m. and Sat. at 2 and 4 p.m. at 
the Tsai Performance Center, 685 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Tickets $20, $15 
for seniors, children under 12; (617) 
353-8725. 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE. See listing for Thurs 





MIT DANCE THEATER ENSEM- 
BLE. See listing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 4 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs 
CAITLIN CORBETT DANCE COM- 
PANY. See listing for Fri. 
JEANNETTE NEILL DANCE STU- 
DIO. See listing for Fri. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE. See listing for Thurs. 

MIT DANCE THEATER ENSEM- 
BLE. See listing for Thurs. 


@ SUNDAY 5 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs. 
JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 


| ATRE. See listing for Thurs. 


M@ WEDNESDAY 8 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for Thurs. 


@ THURSDAY 9 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for pre- 
vious Thurs. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE. See listing for previous Thurs. 


participatory 


@ THURSDAY 2 

FIESTA FLAMENCA is at 9 p.m. at 
Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., Boston. 
Lessons at 9 p.m. Tickets $10; (617) 
513-7001. 

GREEK FOLK DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
the Greek Orthodox Church of the Vir- 
gin Mary, 29 Central St., Somerville 
Free; (617) 625-2222. 

MILONGA LA PORTENA is at 
8:30 p.m. at the Brookline Community 
Center for the Arts, 14 Green St., Brook- 
line. Tickets $10; (617) 738-2800. 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the VFW 
Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave., 
Cambridge. Tickets $6; (781) 662-6710 





TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE is at 8 p.m. at Ryles 
Jazz Club (second floor), 212 Hampshire 
St., Cambridge. Tickets $12 before 9 p.m.; 
$8 after 9 p.m.; (617) 876-9330 


@ FRIDAY 3 

BALKAN DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. at 
Scalzi School of Dance, 101 Bigelow 
Ave., Watertown. Tickets $8; (617) 
840-2362. 

CHALLENGING CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is from 8 to 11 p.m. at Cal- 
vary United Methodist Church, 300 
Mass. Ave., Arlington. Tickets $6; 
(781) 662-8967. 

DANCE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE is 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Cambridge Friends 
Meeting House, 5 Longfellow Park, 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $6- 
$10; (617) 491-8694. 

DOUBLE DANCE: ENGLISH 
COUNTRY DANCING AND CON- 
TRADANCING is at 7 p.m. at St. 
John’s Methodist Church, 80 Mount 
Auburn St., Watertown. Suggested do- 
nation $6; (781) 324-7355. 
EXPERIENCED ENGLISH COUN- 
TRY DANCE is from 8:15 to 11 p.m. 
at the Church of Our Saviour, 25 Mon- 
mouth St., Brookline. Tickets $8; (781) 
662-6710. 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 8 p.m. at 
the Brookline Community Center for 
the Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tick 
ets $10; (617) 738-2800. 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA PARTY is at 
8 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $10; 
(617) 312-5550 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE is 
at 8 p.m. at Park Avenue Congregation- 
al Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., Arling 
ton. Tickets $7, $4 for students; (781) 
662-7475 

SANGRIA AND SALSA is at 6 p.m. at 
Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., Boston 
Tickets $10; (617) 351-7001. 


@ SATURDAY 4 

GAY AND LESBIAN CONTRA 
DANCE is from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at the 
First Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Centre and Eliot Sts., Jamaica Plain 








Tickets $6, $5 before 8 p.m.; (617) 
522-2216 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES COUPLES DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at the Scout House, 74 Walden 
St., Concord. Tickets $8; (617) 547- 
7781 

NOCHE DE LA SALSA is at 9:30 p.m. 
at the Brookline Community Center for 
the Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tick- 
ets $10; (617) 738-2800 

RYLES DANCE HALL with Latin, 
swing, and tango sounds with DJ Chris 
Johnston is at 9 p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club 
(second floor), 212 Hampshire St., Cam 
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bridge. Tickets $12; (617) 876-9330 Dec. 10-28 
SWING DANCE is from 9 p.m to A CELEBRATION MATINEES & RVENINGS 
midnight at St. James Armenian OF THE 

Church, 465 Mount Auburn St., Water- 

fown, Tickets $13; (617) 924-6603. WINTER SOLSTICE Sanders Theatre 
m SUNDAY 5 eerr arrcwedil 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING a -FEvels.OTg 
is from 8 to 11 p.m. at MIT, Sala de D A 617-496-2222 
Puerto Rico, Stratton Student Center . : 

rio-edendh floor), 84 Mass. Ave., Cam: and a cast of 80 including (Tu-Su 12-6pm) 
bridge. Tickets $1; (617) 253-3655 Danse Cadence, our featured Group Sales 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 

8 p.m. at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 be, performers from Québec At)-772 Se x22 


Mount Auburn St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$3, $2 for students; (617) 484-3267 
MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music 
by Mackie Burnette and DJ O’Bruno is 
at 1 p.m. at the Middle East, 480 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $15, $12 for 
students; (617) 524-2763 

LA MILONGUITA: ARGENTINE 
TANGO DANCE is at 7 p.m. (lesson) 
and 9 p.m. (dance) at the Brazilian Cul 
tural Center, 310 Webster Ave., Cam 
bridge. Tickets $10; (413) 585-9695 
SAMBA SUNDAY is at 7 p.m. at the 
Brookline Community Center for the 
Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tickets 
$10; (617) 738-2800 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE is 
from 8 p.m. to midnight at 179 South 
St. (sixth floor), Boston. Tickets $10; 
(617) 388-0925 

ZYDECO DANCE is at 5 p.m. at 
Springstep Center for the Arts, 98 
George P. Hassett Dr., Medford. Tickets 
$12; (617) 460-4213 


m@ MONDAY 6 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING is 
at 7:30 p.m. at Green Street Dance Stu- 
dios, 185 Green St., Cambridge. Tick- 
ets $12; (617) 840-2362 

GREEK FOLK DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
the Hellenic Cultural Center, 25 
Bigelow Ave., Watertown. Suggested 
donation $10; (617) 491-5463 
HAVANA CLUB MAMBO MONDAY 
SALSA DANCE is at 9:30 p.m. at 
Green Street Grill, 280 Green St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $8; (617) 312-5550 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 9 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$10; (617) 312-5550 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCE is from 
8 p.m. to midnight at Temple Kehillath 
Israel, 384 Harvard Ave., Brookline. 
Tickets $4, $3 for students; (617) 484- 
4282 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND 
CONTRAS features music by Yankee 
Ingenuity at 7:30 p.m. at the Scout 
House, 74 Walden St., Concord. Tickets 
$7; (781) 272-0396. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
7:45 p.m. at Springstep, 98 George P. 
Hassett Dr., Medford. Tickets $7, $4 for 
students; (617) 661-5899. 

SWING ARLINGTON is at 9 p.m 
(with lessons at 6:45 and 7:45 p.m.) at 
Elks Dance Hall, 56 Pond Lane, Arling- 
ton. Tickets $10 before 9 p.m., $6 
after; (617) 623-3134. 


m@ WEDNESDAY 8 
ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $5; 
(617) 270-4994 

DANCE FREEDOM is a smoke- and 
alcohol-free barefoot dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the First Congregational 
Church, 11 Garden St., Cambridge. 
Tickets $6; (978) 369-7522. 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is 
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at Park Av- 
enue Congregational Church, 50 Paul 
Revere Rd., Arlington Heights. Tickets 
$8, $3 for students; (781) 662-6710. 
ISRAELI DANCE is at 7 p.m. at MIT, 
Lobby of Building 13, 77 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $1; 
(617) 253-3655. 

SALSA BOSTON DANCE is from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Sophia’s, 1270 Boyl- 
ston St., Boston. Lessons at 9 p.m. Tick- 
ets $10, $2 for lesson; (617) 513-7001. 
TANGO BREAK is at 8:30 p.m. at the 
VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave., 
Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 699-6246 


@ THURSDAY 9 

GREEK FOLK DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thurs. 

MILONGA LA PORTENA. See listing 
for previous Thurs. 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES. See listing for previous Thurs. 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thurs. 
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Exquisite imperfections 


Sculpture from Jill Slosburg-Ackerman and Steve Hollinger 


BY CHRISTOPHER MILLIS 


“Jill Slosburg-Ackerman: 
Sculpture and 
Sculpted Drawings” 


At Judy Ann Goldman Fine Art, 14 Newbury 
Street in Boston, through January 9. 


“Steve Hollinger: 
Borrowed Time” 


At Chase Gallery,129 Newbury Street 
in Boston, through December 31. 


f you’re a lawyer or a nurse or a 
social worker or a professor of ro- 
mance languages, you probably 
haven't heard of Jill Slosburg-Acker- 
man. If you’re an artist, you probably 
have. And not just because she’s a 
veteran of the Boston arts scene and 
a mainstay in the 3-D department at 
Massachusetts College of Art. Jill 
Slosburg-Ackerman is an artist’s artist 
— which does not mean her appeal 
is rarefied or her sculpture requires 
you to be a connoisseurship to appre- 
ciate it. Think of a doctor’s doctor or 
a favorite restaurant of gourmet 
chefs — those are the physicians you 
want when you're in trouble, the 
eateries when you're after a memo- 
rable meal. Slosburg-Ackerman, 
whose work is both visceral and tran- 
scendent, gutsy and refined, orderly 
and outrageous, makes people 
who devote their lives to 
making art stop dead in 
their tracks. The rest of us 
get to tag along. 
Slosburg-Ackerman’s 
approach to sculpture 
is as unusual as it is 
synthetic. She com- 
bines pedestrian, 
manufactured ob- 
jects — a flimsy 
metal typing table, a 
ready-made Akia shelf, a 
chrome-and-Formica cut- 
ting-board bench circa 1960 
— with pieces of wood that 
she has obsessively carved and 
gouged, chiseled, and smoothed 
until the two belong to each 
other: harmony from discord, rela- 
tionships from dissimilarities, inte- 
gration from antitheses. The result 
is sculpture that continually surpris- 
es, a never-ending series of unex- 
pected connections between colors 
and contours, textures and values. 
What does it mean that a flea- 
market-worthy typing table has 
been joined to what looks like a 
rough tree stump shaped like an 
elephant’s leg in Amanuensis? What 
does it mean that a store-bought 
shelf unit appears exactly as it did 
the day of its purchase — except 
for the gnarled, overly painted 
tree root that sprouts from its 
underside in Restless Shelf #16? 
What does it mean that an 
antler-shaped piece of wood as 
ornately altered as a scholar’s 
rock extends like a solitary wing 
from a manufactured base of plas- 
tic and plexiglass in Yellow Lesson? 
For one thing, it means that the di- 
visions most of us fall into thought 





lessly and hourly between indoors 
and outdoors, real and unreal, phony 
and true, utilitarian and fanciful, 
have been brought together in each 
of these creations. I don’t know what 
it’s like to have a Slosburg-Ackerman 
sculpture in my house, but I can 
imagine there would be a constant 
tension about putting it to use. Each 
one of her three-dimensional works 
invites you, dares you, to find a 
working place for it (a secret corner, 
since you'll want it all to yourself). In 
other words, her work confronts an- 
other division most of us are happy 
to accommodate without a second 
thought, the one between art as the 
stuff of contemplation and stillness 
and reverence and art as the material 
and promise of our conscious, day-to- 
day lives. Is it a table or a symbol, a 
cutting board or a statement, a shelf 
or an esthetic reverie? 

The extra (and extra-thick) leg 
that Amanuensis sprouts — imagine 
a tornado wedging a gray metal typ- 
ing table into a tree stump that just 
happened to be the same height — 
isn’t the only wooden part of the 
sculpture. On the top of Amanuensis 
lies an intricately grooved, elliptical 
wooden dumbbell. It looks like 
Siamese bowling pins joined at the 
neck or a rolling pin with portly 
handles. However you think of it, 
the dumbbell lies unattached to its 
base; you could place it 
anywhere, 








































RESTLESS SHELF #16: the contradictions in Slosburg-Ackerman’s work 
become the stuff of our own self-examination. 


but as it rests, one bulbous end lies 
on the metal of the typing table 
while the other rests on the brief lip 
of wood that swells beneath the 
table to form its fourth, elephantine 
leg. As it happens, that mysterious 
ancillary leg was formed from the 
shavings that fell away in the 
process of carving the dumbbell. 

So there you have it: a pedestrian 
piece of manufactured metal that’s 
been joined to a very differently man- 
ufactured mound of wood residue. 
Both are capped by a portable, ab- 
stract sculpture that still sports 
attributes of an assembly- 
line product. (Much as it’s 

unidentifiable, it still 
looks like an old-fash- 
ioned tool.) Further, the 
surface of the metal 
table has started 
to rust, and the 
brittle, brown 
flakes of its oxi- 
dation resemble 
in contour and hue 
the surface of the sup- 
plementary leg. 

The end result is a 
work of exquisite im- 
perfection in which the 
painstakingly wrought 
wears the mask of 
decay, where decay it- 
self is elevated to the 
dignity of sculpture, 
where originality gets 
mixed up with prefabri- 
cated, where no part 
looks seamless or 
smooth or inviting to 
the touch. Yet Amanu- 

ensis comes across as 
balanced and playful, 
earthy and contrived. 
Each of its three as- 
pects, metal, wood 
shaving, and wood, 
becomes an amanu- 
ensis, a helper, in ap- 


AMANUENSIS: what 
does it mean that a 
flea-market-worthy 
typing table has been 
joined to what looks 
like a rough tree 
stump shaped like 
an elephant’s leg? 
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preciating the other two. 

In fact, exquisite imperfection 
marks all of Slosburg-Ackerman’s 
sculpture — its appeal and its edgi- 
ness, its lofty vulgarity. (Her mixed- 
media drawings — they look like 
Rorschach tests giving birth to color- 
ful clouds that are about to turn into 
genies — tend 
more toward the 
exquisite.) One 
of the series rep- 
resented in the 
exhibit, Restless 
Shelves, involves 
actual shelving 
— single units or 
multiple grids, 
store-bought or 
crafted by the 
artist — that 
leeches into or 
otherwise gives 
rise to strange, 
aberrant, at- 
tached fungal 
shapes. Think 
Alien-meets- 


In Restless Shelf 

#16, navy-blue 

plastic and light-beech-wood veneer 
form an unprepossessing shelving 
unit — except for the intricately tan- 
gled form bulging beneath the under- 
side of its lowest level. Part truffle, 
part intestinal spill, the shape proves 
almost sickeningly biological, alter- 
nately suggesting driftwood and a 
tumor. Noteworthy is the color it’s 
painted — a pale, derivative blue, as 
if the industrial navy-blue plastic 
above had weakened and mutated 
into some spherical stalactite. The ef- 
fect is alternately humorous and dis- 
turbing, nauseating and riveting. For 
one thing, the Tasmanian devil of a 
form makes the rectilinear shelving 
above seem silly and frail. For all the 
latter’s formality and precision, the 
energy lies in the renegade wart. At 
the same time, the shelf’s formality 
and precision offer a retreat from the 
slippery, unpredictable, complex 
growth that delights in its ambiguity. 
Squares above meet chaos below, and 
in both zones, natural and unnatural 
merge: plastic over particle board 
above, paint over tree root below. 
And joined as they are — the unit can 
still function as a complete shelf — 





MAN WITH FLOWERS: a mechanized 
Hold-Everything. Orpheus forever seeking his Eurydice. one we do not see 


the contradictions become the stuff of 
our own self-examination. Slosburg- 
Ackerman makes us address the com- 
patibility and the proximity of what 
we ordinarily insist on keeping apart, 
order and disorder, need and waste, 
purposefulness and dreams. 


STEVE HOLLINGER takes the no- 
tion of imperfection to a place no 
less exquisite than does Slosburg- 
Ackerman, but his manner of marry- 
ing the natural and the machine- 
made is entirely different. Hollinger’s 
sculpture might best be described as 
an effort to reinvent the meaning of 
the phrase “motion pictures.” 

When I encountered Hollinger’s 
work for the first time in last year’s 
DeCordova Annual, his motion pic- 
tures represented miniature re-cre- 
ations of natural phenomena: the 
skeleton of a solar-powered bat mim- 
icking flight (Bat); a tiny, flat mari- 
onette of a human figure going 
through the motions of playing a 
musical instrument (Fiddler); a dis- 
embodied eye turning in a manufac- 
tured socket (Sentinel). In the mere 
space of a year, his art has grown in 
depth and complexity. The delight 
he’s always delivered goes undimin- 
ished in the new work, but his cre- 
ations now enjoy a more visceral as 
well as a more emotional appeal. It’s 
as though, having passed his own 
tests as an inventor and an engineer, 
he were now free to apply those 
skills to more social concerns. 

At first glance, Man with Flowers 
looks like the inside of a grandfather 
clock, with its large (about two feet 
across) burnished copper wheel that 
spins at the end 
of copper spokes 
radiating from a 
hub of similarly 
elegant cogs. But 
you quickly lose 
sight of the over- 
all design, drawn 
in by the Chaplin- 
esque drama that 
magically takes 
place on a small 
square of glass 
suspended above 
the wheel’s up- 
permost reach. 
On the glass, we 
watch a hatted 
figure of a man 
approach some- 


with a bouquet of 

flowers hidden 
behind his back. He walks forward, 
genuflects, lowers his head, proffers 
the flowers, and then steps back to 
the first gesture of his courtship. Be- 
yond the technical wizardry of the 
device (microchips, solar panels, 
every movement of the man cut 
stencil-like into the circumference of 
the wheel), the perpetual, one-sided 
courtship grows strangely poignant, 
a mechanized Orpheus forever seek- 
ing his Euryidice. 

No less extraordinary is Cenotaph. 
You look inside its glass prism and 
watch a sword-wielding man (like 
Man with Flowers, he’s a mechanized 
silhouette) act out movements of styl- 
ized derring-do as the background be- 
hind him grows ominous and molten. 
In Supercollider, the figure of a man in 
one small screen runs eternally in the 
direction of the figure of a woman 
who’s running toward the man in a 
proximate but separate screen. 

Almost all of Steve Hollinger’s ki- 
netic sculptures are triggered into 
action by sunlight, a fitting remind- 
er that the drama of his art is a 
reflection of the awkward drama of 
our lives. s 
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galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is 
free, unless otherwise noted. In addi- 
tion to the hours listed here, many gal- 
leries are open by appointment. Gal- 
leries are in Boston, except where indi- 
cated otherwise. Galleries with photo 
exhibitions are listed under Photogra- 
phy. 


@ OPEN STUDIOS 
CHARLESTOWN OPEN STUDIOS 
is December 4 and 5 from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at 523 Medford St., 
Charlestown. Free; (617) 241-0130. 
HYDE PARK OPEN STUDIOS with 
over 100 artists in 8 locations is De- 
cember 4 and 5 from noon to 5 p.m. 
with information available at 65 
Sprague St., Hyde Park, Boston. Free; 
(617) 276-3223. 


@ NEWBURY STREET 
BACK BAY 


ACME FINE ART (617-585-9551), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: 
“Teachers and Students.” 

ALIANZA GALLERY (617-262-2385), 
154 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “The Accessories 
Show, The Jewelry Show.” 

ALPHA GALLERY (617-536-4465), 
14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. Dec. 4-Jan. 5: “Scott Prior: 
Paintings.” Reception Dec. 4, 3-5 p.m 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
(617-262-4490), 10 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Through Dec. 8: work by Fred Sand- 
back; “Print Publisher’s Spotlight: Uni- 
versal Limited Art Editions.” Dec. 4-22: 
“Annual AIDS Benefit Exhibition (Any- 
thing But Paper Prayers.” 

CHASE GALLERY (617-859-7222), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Steve Hollinger: Borrowed Time.” Re- 
ception Dec. 3, 5-7 p.m. 

CHILDS GALLERY (617-266-1108), 
169 Newbury St., Boston.*TuessFri., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 7: “Les Petits 
Tableaux”; “We Like It So Much: 
Prints”; “Boston Scenes.” 

ECLIPSE GALLERY (617-247-6730), 
164 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 31: 
“Michael Harlan Domina: New Paint- 
ings.” Reception Dec. 3, 6-8 p.m. 
FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTUR- 
AL CENTER (617-912-0400), 53 
Marlborough St., Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Art: Portraits 
by Susan Stone.” 

GALLERY NAGA (617-267-9060), 67 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 18: 
“George Nick: New Paintings.” 

HALEY & STEELE (617-536-6339), 
91 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 6: “A Flock of Audobon’s 
Finest.” Through Dec. 16: work by 
Ronalee Crocker. 

HARCUS GALLERY (617-451-3221), 
6 Melrose St., Boston. Call for hours. 
Ongoing: Boston Group Artists show. 
JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY (617- 
437-1518), 130 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 2-30: 
“Fresh from Providence: Anthony Fal- 
cetta and Dave Cole.” 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART 
(617-424-8468), 14 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 9: “Jill Slosburg-Acker- 
man: Sculpture and Drawing.” 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (617-536- 
1648), 201 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Ongoing: contemporary stone 
sculptures by major and emerging 
artists from Zimbabwe, with works by 
Henry Munyaradzi and Gladman 
Zinyeka. 

KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (617- 
266-2475), 129 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Ongoing: revolving exhibit fea- 
turing works by Lisa Houck, Nancy 
Wagner, and others. 

KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (617- 
424-6900), 131 Newbury St., Boston. 
Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Jan. 15: new work by Morgan Carver. 
Reception Dec. 3, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
LATTITUDE GALLERY (617-927- 
4400), 218 Newbury St., Boston. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Great Gifts, 
Small Packages.” 
MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES 
(617-360-4800), 77 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Ongoing: works 


by Picasso, Chagall, Warhol, Lichten- 
stein, and more. 

NIELSEN GALLERY (617-266-4835), 
179 Newbury St., Boston. Wed.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 4: “John 
Walker: New Paintings.” 

PEPPER GALLERY (617-236-4497), 
38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 23: “Tabitha Vevers: 
Miniatures.” 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY 
(617-266-3321), 38 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Ongoing: American & 
European 19th & 20th Century Paint- 
ings & Drawings. 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY (617-424- 
0024), 162 Boylston St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: recent paint- 
ings by William St. George; “Judy St 
Peter: Cape Cod”; work by Sandra 
Mueller-Dick, Anne Grandin, Christina 
Keating. 

SUSAN SARGENT INTERIORS 
(617-262-2226), 132 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Tues., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Dec. 3-Jan. 3: “Lisa Jouck: New 
Oil on Wood Paintings.” Reception 
Dec. 3, 6-8 p.m 

THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY (866-639-2879), 
221 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Fea- 
tures over 100 limited edition canvas 
lithographs by Thomas Kinkade 

VOSE GALLERIES (617-536-6176), 
238 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m., Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “Polly Thayer 
(Starr): A Celebration of the Artist’s 
100th Birthday.” 


@ SOUTH END 

ARS LIBRI (617-357-4212), 500 Har- 
rison Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent 
collection features rare and scholarly 
books in the fine arts 

BERENBERG GALLERY (617-536- 
0800), 4 Clarendon St., Boston. Tues. 
Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Rose: deSmith Greenman: Transi- 
tions.” 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Mills Gallery (617-426-5000), 539 
Tremont St., Boston. Sun., Wed.- 
Thurs., noon-5 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., noon- 
10 p.m. Through Jan. 9: “Cut”; “Game 
Time Series.” 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
(617-482-7781), 486 Harrison Ave., 
Boston Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 
3-27: “Paper. Scissors. Sculpture.” Re- 
ception Dec. 3, 5-8 p.m. 
BROMFIELD GALLERY (617-451- 
3605), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 
18: “10x10 Holiday Art School.” 
CENTER FOR LATINO ARTS (617- 
927-1730), 85 W. Newton St., Boston. 
Call for hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal 
Maldonado: Blueprints for a Nation.” 
EQUATOR GALLERY (857-540- 
9236), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 201, 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: “Latin American 
Fine Art.” 

GALERIE SWANSTROM (617-574- 
9800), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 303, 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 
3-11: “Marc Leavitt: Flag Series.” Re- 
ception Dec. 3, 6:30-9 p.m. 

GALLERY AT THE PIANO FACTO- 
RY (617-437-9365), 791 Tremont St., 
Boston. Thurs.-Fri., 6-9 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 3-26: 
“Epiphany: Women of Color Speak.” 
Reception Dec. 3, 6-9 p.m. 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN 
ART (617-442-8204) 2164 Washing- 
ton St., Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon- 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 16: “Family Matters: The Portrayal 
of Relationships in African Sculpture.” 
HEALING & ARTS STUDIO (617- 
859-9561), 731 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Mon., Fri., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Tues.-Wed., Sat., noon-7 p.m. Through 
Jan. 8: “Celebrate 10 Years of Art, 
Healing & Community.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (617-423- 
4113), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Tues.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 
24: “Janet Hansen Kawada: The Sister- 
hood.” Reception Dec. 3, 5-7:30 p.m. 
NAO PROJECT GALLERY (617-451- 
2977), 535 Albany St., third floor, 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 18: “Debra Weisberg: 
New Work.” 

OHT GALLERY (617-423-1677), 450 
Harrison Ave., 3rd Fl., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. Dec. 3-22: 
“White, Black, and Inbetween.” Recep- 
tion Dec. 3, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

SAMSON PROJECTS (617-357- 
7177), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Fri.- 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Dec. 3-Jan. 14: “The 


Urge That Binds.” Reception Dec. 3, 6 
8 p.m 

STACY BUESCHELS COURTYARD 
GALLERY (617-556-2999), 46 
Waltham St., Boston. Fri., noon-7 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Dec. 3-Jan. 8 
“One Foot Square.” Reception Dec. 3, 
6-9 p.m 


@ DOWNTOWN 

ART ADVISORY/BOSTON (617 
574-0022), 535 Albany St., Suite 3B, 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 18: work by Barbara 
Baum & Grace Vasta-Carr 

ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338- 
4122), 92 South St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m., extended hours to 
8 p.m. on Thurs. Ongoing: 18th and 
19th century Chinese furniture. Now 
on view: “New Chinese Works”; works 
from Quin Feng’s “Original Sound” se 
ries, and “lyrical” scrolls by Fei Yang 
BOSTON CITY HALL Scollay Square 
Gallery (617-635-3245). City Hall 
Plaza, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
— Mayor’s Art Gallery. Through Jan. 9 
“Yu-Wen Wu: Unfolding Folio.” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY (617-423-4299), 300 Sum 
mer St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec 
11: “Liminal Space: Constructing 
Home (Going Home).” 

GALLERY 121 Charles Street Meeting 
House, (617-367-7171), 121 Mt. Ver- 
non St., Boston. Call for hours. Dec. 6- 
Jan. 2: “Life in Transition: Work by 
Anne Brown and Suzanne Kuffler.” Re 
ception Dec. 9, 6-8 p.m 
PETERBOROUGH SENIOR CEN- 


TER (617-536-7154), Between 100 
and 108 Jersey St., Boston. Call for 
hours. Through Dec. 2: “Kerry 


Mooney: The People of Cuba.” 
PRUDENTIAL CENTER Huntington 
Arcade Winter Garden (617-236- 
3100), 800 Boylston St., Boston. Call 
for hours. Through Dec. 3: “A Spot of 
Beauty.” 

SPACE 200 (617-269-5767), Market 
place Center, 200 State St., Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Dec. 5: “Abstracting Thoughts.” 


@ OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

ART MARKET GALLERY (617-522 
1729), 36 South St., Jamaica Plain 
Thurs.-Fri., 4-7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon 
6 p.m. Through Dec ‘Dermot 
Meagher: Drawings; Tony Paris: Pho- 
tographs; Patti Hudson: Sculpture.” 
ARTISTS FOUNDATION (617-464 
3561), 516 E. Second St., #49, South 
Boston. Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 18: “Phyllis Ewen: Free Transla- 
tion”; “Ria Brodell: Just Keep Draw 
ing”; “Jennifer Schmidt: Letters in a 
Comma.” 

ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY (617- 
567-8866), 80 Border St., East Boston. 
Thurs., 6-9 p.m. Dec. 9-30: “Laura 
Rollins: Tis the Season.” 

THE CHELSEA CITY (617-884- 
9887), 173 Washington Ave., Chelsea 
Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.-noon; Sat., 9 a.m.- 
2 p.m.; Wed.-Sat., 4-10 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: paintings by Lois Hutchinson. 
HALLSPACE (617-989-9985), 31 
Norfolk Ave., Boston. Fri.-Sat., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 11: work by Cyn- 
thia von Buhler and Leonie Bradbury. 
JOHN RAIMONDI GALLERY (617- 
241-1165), 80 City Square, 
Charlestown. By appointment only. 
Through Jan. 7: “Robert S. Neuman: 
Selections 1951-2004 Paintings and 
Drawings.” 

MAVERICK GALLERY (617-569- 
1233), 37 Maverick Sq., East Boston. 
Daily 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Leigh Hall: Linear Meditations.” Re- 
ception Dec. 5, 4-8 p.m. 

PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562- 
8814), 967 Comm. Ave.,Boston. Night- 
ly, 5 p.m. to late. Dec. 9-31: “Dumb 
Luck Revisited: A Dozen Years of Base 
man Posters and Prints.” Reception 
Dec. 9, 7 p.m. 


@ CAMBRIDGE 
SOMERVILLE 

WATERTOWN 

ART ATTACK (617-441-3833), 108 
Beacon St., Somerville. Call for hours 
Dec. 7-Jan. 14: “Caleb Sonik Neelon: 
Exterior Goes Interior.” 

ART INTERACTIVE (617-498-0100), 
130 Bishop Allen Dr., Cambridge. 
Thurs., Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m. 
Through Jan. 30: “Intimachine, the Art 
of Intimacy, Expectation and Behav- 
ior.” 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL 
Gallery 57 (617-349-4380), 57 Inman 
St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.- 
5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thurs. Dec. 2- 
Feb. 2: “Reaching Water.” Reception 
Dec. 2, 5-7:30 p.m. 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 
Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. 
Through Jan. 7: “Word Path: Weavings 
and Tapestry by Faye Zhang.” 
CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(617-492-7794), 449 Broadway, Cam- 
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bridge. Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Star Poole: Santa’s 


Changed World.” 

CAMBRIDGE SEVEN ASSOCIATES 
(617-492-7000), 1050 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Through Jan. 26: “S 
Georgine Pennington: Working with 
Nature’s Palette.” 

MARK GALLERY (617-576-6275), 
141 Huron Ave., Cambridge. Thurs 

Sat., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 23 
“The Gift.” 

MATHER HOUSE (617-495-4834), 
10 Cowperthwaite St., Cambridge. Call 
for hours. Dec. 3-Jan. 25: “Three Sided 
Table: Tova Carlin, Sara Saltzman, 
Timothy Steele.” Reception Dec. 3, 6- 
9 p.m 

MIDDLE EAST (617-864-EAST), 472 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 3: “The Length of 
Breadth of Land.” 


MOBILIA GALLERY (617-876 
2109), 358 Huron Ave., Cambridge 
Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 


10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 2-29: “Blue.” 
MUDFLAT POTTERY STUDIO (617 
628-0589), 149 Broadway, Somerville 
Mon.-Fri., 5-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m 
6 p.m. Dec. 3-12: “Holiday Open Stu- 
dio & Sale.” 

NAVE GALLERY (617-625-4823), 
Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church, 
155 Powerderhouse Blvd., Somerville 
Thurs., 4-8 p.m.; Sat., 1-5 p.m. Dec. 1 
18: “A December Salon: An Affordable 
Art Sale.” Reception Dec. 2, 6-8 p.m 
with the Sob Sisters 

OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617 
354-5287), 106 Prospect St., Cam 
bridge. Mon.-Sun., noon-8 p.m. Ongo 
ing: “Local Cambridge Artists”; “The 
Private Collection of the Late Mar 
garete Koehler-Bittkow.’ 
OVERDRAUGHT (617-354-5287), 
877 Cambridge St., Call for hours 
Through Dec. 30: “Laurie Hoffma 
Blues in Focus.” Reception Dec. 4, 
9 p.m. with the Scissormen Big Band 
SOMERVILLE CITY HALL (617-623 
3719), 93 Highland Ave., Somerville 
Mon.-Wed., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Fri 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Dec. 2-Feb. 15 
“The Poster Show!” Reception Dec. 2, 
5-6:30 p.m 

UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY 
Cambridge Art Association (617-876 
0246), 124 Mt. Auburn St., Cam 
bridge. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 3: “Blue.” Reception Dec 
3, 6-8 p.m 

ZUZU (617-864-3278), 474 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 31: “Cover Art.” Recep 
tion Dec. 6, 8 p.m 


@ BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER (617- 
566-5715), 86 Monmouth St., Brook- 
line. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 2- 
19: “Crafts Showcase.” 

GASP (617-731-2500), 362 Boylston 
St., Brookline. Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 27: “Visualizing Diaspoara/Con- 
structing Self.” 
GATEWAY GALLERY 
1577), 62 Harvard St., Brookline 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 15: “More Art for Less 
Than 100 Dollars”; “Ruby’s World.” 
Dec. 4: “Holiday Fair.” 

KANTAR FINE ARTS (617-332- 
7495), 382 Kenrick St., Newton. Call 
for hours. Through Dec. 11: “Miklos 
Pogany: Mixed Media.” 

NEW ART CENTER IN NEWTON 
(617-964-3424), 61 Washington Park, 
Newtonville. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: “Icons 
+ Altars.” 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-796 
1360), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 2-29: 
“Jing-Hua Gao Dalia: Brush Magic.” 
PERRIN GALLERY (617-277-4357), 
320A Harvard St., Brookline. Mon. 
Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 11: “Tracy 
Spadafora: Encaustic Paintings.” 


@ SUBURBS: SOUTH 
GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 
William St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “X- 
Mas Exhibit.” 

SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER (781- 
383-2787), 119 Ripley Rd., Cohasset. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Remem- 
brance of Things Past: The Last 50 
Years.” 


@ SUBURBS: NORTH 
ARTSPACE@16 (781-321-8058), 16 
Princeton St., Malden. Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 11: “Small Works.” 
BOON GALLERY (978-741-7177), 24 
Front St., Salem. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 
7p.m. Through Dec. 15: “Dissidents of 
Design: The Art of the Modern Gig 
Poster.” 
GALANT GALLERY (978-745-1001), 
197 Derby St., Salem. Call for hours 
Continued on page 24 
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All duressed up 


Stephen Prina and Roni Horn at the 
Carpenter Center, art from Providence at 
Rotenberg,“Little Things” at Space 200 


by Randi Hopkins 


Be: film, music, paint- 
ing, photography, sculp- 
ture, and, now, jewelry are all 
part of Stephen Prina’s ceuvre, 
and he often refers to his own 
earlier work or the work of ad- 
mired artists. His film “Vinyl 
11” (2000) revisits Andy 
Warhol's “Vinyl” (1965), 
which itself loosely revisits An- 
thony Burgess’s 1962 book A 
Clockwork Orange. To make 
matters even more interesting, 
Prina in “Vinyl II” focuses on 
Baroque paintings by Georges 
de La Tour (The Musicians’ 
Brawl, 1625-'30) and Gerrit 
van Honthorst (Christ Crowned 
with Thorns, circa 1620), and 
the film features both a vocal 
performance and a score by 


the artist, who's also a mem- 
ber of the legendary under- 
ground-music collective the 
Red Krayola. 

So he’s not just your every- 
day artist — and he’s just be- 
come a professor of Visual and 
Environmental Studies at Har- 
vard. The newly appointed 
Professor Prina is the focus of 
what the Carpenter Center 
calls a “truncated, fragmen- 
tary, and abridged survey” of 
his work called “Retrospection 
Under Duress, Reprise: A Solo 
Exhibition by Stephen Prina,” 
which is up at the Carpenter 
through January 7. And next 
Friday, at 11 p.m., Prina will 
screen “Vinyl II” as well as 
take part in a concert (“play- 
ing pop songs about love, sex, 
and death on the piano”) and 
a reception for the exhibition. 
The concert, which promises a 
“special featured guest,” is 
also being billed as the only 
Greater Boston Area appear- 
ance in 2004 by a member of 
the Red Krayola, so don’t 
sleep through this one! 

Artist Roni Horn, herself a 
devoted explorer of a multi- 
tude of media, likewise brings 
her smart art to the Carpenter 
Center this month, performing 
the monologue Saying Water 
next Thursday at 6 p.m. Horn 
has been examining our ways 
with words and images since 
the 1970s, as in the year-long, 
two-part project she created 
for Dia Art Foundation’s 
Chelsea (New York) exhibition 


space starting in October 
2001, for which the audio CD 
of Saying Water was originally 
produced. The piece extends 
Horn’s fascination with forces 
that are amorphous yet essen- 
tial — like water and language 
and identity. 

And here are two gallery ex- 
hibitions to squeeze into your 
busy holiday calendar. Next 
Friday, Judi Rotenberg Gallery 
throws a reception for “Fresh 
from Providence,” which fea 
tures work by David Cole, An- 
thony Falcetta, and Xander 
Marro. You might know Cole 
from the giant pink teddy bear 
he knit out of fiberglass for the 
DeCordova Annual in 2003; 
Falcetta paints layered ab- 





stractions, and Marro creates 
short films featuring hand- 
made puppets. And Space 
200 opens its holiday small- 
works show “Little Things” 
next Friday, with a reception 
on December 15. The eight 
artists include sculptor 
Danielle Krcmar, master mixer 
of cement and identity, and 
painter Maureen O'Connor, 
masterful painter of some of 
our favorite things (like 
candy). 

“Retrospection Under 
Duress, Reprise” is at the Car- 
penter Center for the Visual 
Arts, 24 Quincy Street in Har- 
vard Square, through January 
7. A film screening, music 
performance, and reception 
for the exhibition takes place 
at the Carpenter Center on De- 
cember 10 at 11 p.m. Roni 
Horn performs “Saying Water” 
at the Carpenter Center next 
Thursday, December 9, at 
6 p.m.; that’s followed by a re- 
ception. Both events are free; 
call (617) 495-5666. “Fresh 
from Providence” is at Judi 
Rotenberg Gallery, 130 New- 
bury Street in Boston, through 
December 30, with an open- 
ing reception next Friday, De- 
cember 10, from 6 to 8 p.m.; 
call (617) 437-1518. “Little 
Things” is at Space 200, 200 
State Street in Boston, De- 
cember 10 through January 
16, with an opening reception 
December 15 from 6 to 
9 p.m.; visit www.alternatecur- 
rents.com. S 
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Continued from page 23 
Ongoing: “Mary Rogers & Joel Levine 
/here the Land Meets the Sea.” 
GALLERY OF MODERN ART (781 
631-3204), 154 Washington St., Mar 
head. Thurs., 1:30-5 p.m., Fri., 
n.-Tues., noon-5 p.m., Sat., noon 
p.m. Ongoing: “Connections: Past, 
sent and Future,” works by Bernd 
14ussmann and Suzanne Ulrich 
CFFERSON CUTTER HOUSE 
‘LLERY (781-648-3322), 9 Mystic 
Arlington. Mon.-Fri., noon-4 p.m 
ough Jan. 29: paintings by Neil 
le. Reception Dec. 5, 1-5 p.m 


© UBURBS: WEST 
©LARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), 
ll at Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln 
, Lincoln. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
ough Dec. 23: “Salon Show.” Re- 
ption Dec. 4, 5-7 p.m 
MEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781 
3-1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexing 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
in., noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
Celebrate with Art.” 
EVOS ARTS INSTITUTE (978-251- 
8138), 98 Middle St., Lowell. Tues.- 
Sat., noon-3 p.m. Through Dec. 15: 
“Mister Reusch @ Evos Arts”; work by 
Annalisa Oswald and Melissa Boyajian. 
Reception Dec. 3, 7-10 p.m 
LACOSTE GALLERY (978-369- 
0278), 25 Main St., Concord. Mon.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thurs., 
10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Dec. 
5: “Mark Bell: One-Day Exhibition.” 
LECEI GALLERY (978-341-0001), 81 
Commonwealth Ave., Concord. Sun.- 


Thurs., noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Energies 
Struck: Nancy McCarthy, Carolyn 
Wirth.” 





museums 


ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM OF AMERICA (617-926-2562), 
65 Main St., Watertown. Admission $2 
Fri., Sun., Tues., 1-5 p.m.; Tues., 7- 
9 p.m. Ongoing: “The Armenian Geno- 
cide: In Memoriam”; “Armenian Musi- 
cal Traditions”; “The Bedoukian Family 
Collection”; “Moses Hadji Gulesian: An 
Armenian Visionary.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781- 
934-6634), 189 Alden St., Duxbury. 
Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free. Permanent 
collection features Shaker furniture, 
prints, American paintings, and Japan- 
ese art. Through Jan. 9: “Nancy Mur- 
phy Spicer: On Their Own’; 
“Burchfield and Marsh: Exaggerated 
Visions”; “Shaker High/Shaker Low.” 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617- 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Art and Archi- 
tecture tours offered Mon., 2:30 p.m.; 
Tues., Thurs., 6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11 a.m.; 
Sun., 2 p.m 

— Boston Room (ext. 2275). Through 
Dec. 31: “The Peace Drum Project.” 
CURRIER MUSEUM OF ART (603- 
669-6144), 201Myrtle Way, Manches- 
ter, NH. Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for students, seniors, free for children 
under 18. Through Jan. 10: “Andrew 
Wyeth: Early Watercolors.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259- 
8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$9, $6 for students, seniors, and chil- 
dren. Through Jan. 2: “Robert Parke- 
Harrison: The Architect’s Brother”; 
“MobiusStrip.” Through July 31: “Ab- 
stract Elements: The Dr. Beatrice H 
Barrett Collection of Art.” 

The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open 
daily 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent addi- 
tions include David Berry’s “Sphere 
IV”; “Henry Richardson: Chiseled Orb 
and Mortal Coil.” 

ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PIC- 
TURE BOOK ART (413-658-1100), 
125 West Bay Rd., Amherst. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Ad- 
mission $4, $2 for children under 18. 
Features picture book art from around 
the world. 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978- 
345-4207), 185 Elm St., Fitchburg. 
Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Admission $5, 
$3 for seniors, free for students and 
children. Through Jan. 30: “Recent 
Gifts from the Jude Peterson Collec- 
tion.” Through March 13: “Picturing 
Our Past: The Colonies Come of Age 
1720 to 1775.” 

FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM (508- 
588-6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton 
Tues.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, 
$3 for seniors and students, free for 
children under 12. Permanent collec- 
tion features over 4,000 pieces of 19th 
and 20th century American art and 
crafts. Through Jan. 2: “John Eric 
Byers: A Mid-Career Retrospective”; 
“Allison Newsome: On Island”; “Cut It 
Out.” Through Jan. 30: “Lisa 
Williamson: Colors of a Garden”; work 
by Beth Lipman. 

HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 


(978-744-0991), 54 Turner St., 
Salem. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $8, $7 
for seniors, $6 for ages 6-17, free 
for ages 5 and under. The House of 
the Seven Gables, the inspiration 
for Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel, is 
the oldest 17th-century mansion re 
maining in New England. Furnish- 
ings include furniture and artifacts 
spanning three centuries, including 
Hawthorne memorabilia. The 
grounds also contain Hawthorne’s 
birthplace, a 19th-century counting 
house, period gardens, and a visitor 
center with interactive video, orien- 
tation programs, and garden cafe. 
Currently on view: “Digging Up the 
Past: 330 Years of Salem’s History at 
the House of the Seven Gables”; 
“Images of the Seven Gables: Paint- 
ings, Prints, and Photographs of 
Salem’s Most Illuminated Home.” 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPO- 
RARY ART (617-266-5152), 955 
Boylston St., Boston. Tues.-Wed., 
Fri., noon-5 p.m.; Thurs., noon- 
9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission $7, $5 for seniors and 
students, free for children under 12, 
free after 5 p.m. on Thurs. Estab- 
lished in 1936 as the first non-col- 
lecting contemporary art institution 
in the U.S. Through Jan. 2: “Boris 
Mikhailov: A Retrospective”; “Mo- 
mentum 2/Lucy McKenzie.” 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM (617-566-1401), 280 
The Fenway, Boston. Tues.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10 ($11 
on Sat.-Sun.), $7 for seniors, $5 for 
students with ID, free for ages 18 
and under. (For “Gondola Days: Is- 
abella Stewart Gardner & the Palaz- 
zo Barbaro Circle,” timed tickets 
$13 ($18 on Sat.-Sun.), $10 for 
seniors, $8 for students.) The muse- 
um, built in the style of a 15th-cen- 
tury Venetian palace, houses more 
than 2500 art objects, with empha- 
sis on Italian Renaissance and 17th- 
century Dutch works. Among the 
highlights are works by Rembrandt, 
Botticelli, Raphael, Titian, and 
Whistler. Guided tours given Fri- 
days at 2:30 p.m. Through Dec.: 
“Joseph Kosuth: Whistler’s Warning 
(C.C.C.C.C.)”; “Elaine Reichek: Madam 
I'm Adam.” Through Jan. 9: “Off the 
Wall: New Perspectives on Early Italian 
Art at the Gardner Museum”; “Holiday 
Table.” 
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM (617-514-1600), Morrissey 
Blvd., Columbia Point, Boston. Daily, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for 
students, seniors, $7 for ages 13-17, 
free for ages 12 and under. Exhibitions 
portraying the life, leadership, and 
legacy of President Kennedy through 
memorabilia, video presentations, and 
settings. Ongoing: “Attorney General 
Robert FE Kennedy”; “Jacqueline Bouvi- 
er Kennedy: First Lady”; “John Glenn 
and the Space Race”; “The Cuban Mis- 
sile Crisis”; “The Nixon v. Kennedy 
Presidential Race”; “The Struggle for 
Civil Rights”; “Mrs. Kennedy’s Tour of 
the White House”; “The Kennedy Fami- 
ly;” “Jacqueline Kennedy Travels 
Abroad.” Through Jan. 20: “Cam- 
paign!: Kennedy for President.” 
Through Nov. 13 2005: “Presents for a 
President and First Lady.” 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE (617- 
566-7937), 83 Beals St., Brookline. 
Wed.-Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admis- 
sion $3, free for ages 16 and under. 
President Kennedy (born in 1917) and 
his family lived in this restored nine- 
room house until 1927. It was the first 
home shared by the president’s father 
and mother, Joseph P. and Rose 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, and re-creates the 
social and political beginnings of one 
of the world’s most prominent families. 
MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY 
(617-450-7000), 200 Mass. Ave., 
Boston. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $5, $3 for students, seniors, 
children. Reflect in the Hall of Ideas, 
explore goals in the Quest Gallery, 
learn how a newspaper is put together 
in the Monitor Gallery, plus the famous 
Mapparium. 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART (413-664- 
4481), 87 Marshall St., North Adams 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, 
$8 for students, $4 for ages 6-16; free 
for children under 6. Ongoing: “Joseph 
Beuys: Lightning with Stag in Its 
Glare”; “Outrageous Supercharge: 
Hand Painted Movie Posters from 
Ghana”; “Natalie Jeremijenko: Tree 
Logic”; “Sound Art at MASS MoCA.” 
Through May 2005: “The Intervention- 
ists: Art in the Social Sphere”; 
“Matthew Ritchie: Proposition Player.” 
Through Feb. 27: “Wonder Worlds: Ob- 
servations in Pipe Cleaners and Pom- 
poms.” 
MUSEUM OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
HISTORY (617-742-1854), 46 Joy St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
admission. Collection includes docu- 
ments, artifacts, and art works pertain- 





ing to the African American experience 
in New England. Includes the African 
Meeting House, the oldest standing 
black church in America; and the Abeil 
Smith School, Boston’s first public 
school for Black children and an early 
home of the Abolitionist movement. 
Through Dec. 31: “Visual Stories: The 
Artwork of James Ransome.” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5:45 p.m.; Mon.- 
Tues., 10 a.m.-5:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-9:45 p.m., West Wing only 
open Thurs.-Fri. after 5 p.m. Admission 
$15, $13 for seniors, free for students 
with college ID, and ages 17 and under 
during non-school hours. Voluntary 
contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed. 
Mon.-Fri.: introductory walks 
through all collections begin at 
10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; “European 
Paintings and Decorative Arts Walks” 
begin at 11:30 a.m.; “American Paint- 
ing and Decorative Arts Walks” begin 
at 12:30 p.m.; “Art of the Ancient 
World (Classical and Egyptian) Walks” 
begin at 1 p.m.; “Art of Asia Walks” 
begin at 2 p.m; introductory walk is 
also offered Wed. at 6:15 p.m., Sat. at 
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and Sun. at 
1:30 p.m. 

— Permanent Gallery Installations: 
“Late Gothic Gallery,” featuring a re- 
stored 15th-century stained glass win- 
dow from Hampton Court, 14th- and 
15th-century stone, alabaster, and 
polychrome wood sculptures from 
France and the Netherlands; “Mummy 
Mask Gallery,” a newly renovated 
Egyptian gallery, features primitive 
masks dating from as far back as 2500 
B.C.; “European Decorative Arts from 
1950 to the Present”; “John Singer Sar- 
gent: Studies for MFA and Boston Pub- 
lic Library Murals.” 

— Exhibitions: Ongoing: “Earth Trans- 
formed: Chinese Ceramics from the 
MFA”; “Contemporary American 
Glass”; “The Alan and Simone Hart- 
man Collection of English Silver 1680- 
1760: The Huguenot Legacy”; “Viet- 
namese Ceramics”; “The Art of Africa, 
Oceania, and the Ancient Americas”; 
“New Egyptian Funerary Arts and An- 
cient Near East Galleries”; “Renault's 
Automedon”; “American Traditions: Art 
of the People”; “Face to Face with the 
Builder of the Great Pyramid”; “RSVP: 
Sarah Sze.” Through Dec. 5: “World 
AIDS Day Installation.” Through Jan. 
30: “Cerith Wyn Evans.” Through 
March 13: “High Style and Hoop 
Skirts: 1850s Fashion.” 

— Special Exhibitions: Through Jan. 9: 
“Art Deco: 1910-1939.” 

— Gallery lectures are free with muse- 
um admission. Thurs. at 11 a.m., 
“Lethal Elegance: The Art of the Samu- 
rai Sword.” Sat. at noon, “Festivals 


and Feast Days.” Sun. at 2 p.m., “Mu- | 
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1000 HANDS is the title work in "1000 Hands," photographs by 
Eric Antoniou, on view December 8 through February 4 at the 
Harriet Tubman House in the South End. 


seums and Galleries: Environments for 
Art.” Mon. at 11 a.m., “The Hardanger 
Fiddle.” Wed. at 6 p.m., “Aesthetic 
Movement”; at 6:30 p.m., “Introduc- 
tion the Collections” (in Russian), 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (617-723- 
2500), Science Park, Boston. Sat.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m. Admission $13, $11 for seniors, 
$10 for ages 3-11. The Museum fea- 
tures the Theater of Electricity (with 
indoor thunder-and-lightning shows 
daily at noon and 2 p.m. and on Fri. at 
7 p.m.) and more than 600 hands-on 
exhibits. Ongoing: “A Bird’s World”; 
“Dinosaurs: Modeling the Mesozoic”; 
“Current Science & Technology Cen- 
ter”; “Journey into Amazing Caves”; 
“Natural Mysteries”; “Cahners Com- 
puterPlace”; “The Virtual Fish Tank”; 
“The Light House: Beaming, Bouncing, 
and Bending Light”; “Messages”; “Sci- 
ence in the Park: Playing with Forces 
and Motion”; “Human Body Connec- 
tion”; “The- Computing Revolution.” 
Through Jan. 3: “Strange Matter.” 
MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
(617-522-6547), Larz Anderson Park, 
15 Newton St., Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for 
seniors, students, and ages 6-16. Ex- 
hibits focus on the automobile and its 
role in American society. Ongoing: 
“New England Paves the Way.” 
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKET- 
BALL HALL OF FAME (413-781- 
6500), 1150 West Columbus Ave., 
Springfield. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $10, $6 for youth 7 to 14, chil- 
dren free. A 48,000 square foot, three- 
level museum highlighting all levels of 
the game, featuring a virtual-reality 
game, interactive video monitors, a 
movie theater, hoop shoot-out, and his- 
toric memorabilia. Ongoing: “Freedom 
To Play: The Life & Times of Basket- 
ball’s African-American Pioneers.” 
NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 


AMERICAN ARTISTS (617-442- 


8614), 300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury. 
Tues.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 
for students and seniors. Ongoing: “As- 
pelta: A Nubian King’s Burial Cham- 
ber.” 

NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex- 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On- 
going: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro- 
duction to Colonial Lexington explor- 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo- 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu- 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema- 
sons in American Community”; “A 
Glimpse of Boston Theater: 1850- 
1903.” Through Feb. 6: “Satisfaction 
Guaranteed: Mail-Order Catalogs in 
the United States.” Through April 24: 
“The Western Pursuit of the American 
Dream: Selections from the Collection 
of Kenneth W. Rendell.” 








NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM 
(617-973-5200), Central Wharf, 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-S p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission 
$13.50, $11.50 for seniors, $7.50 
for ages 3-11, free for children 
under 3. More than 70 exhibits fea- 
turing aquatic animals from Boston 
Harbor to the Amazon River. In- 
cludes the 200,000-gallon giant 
ocean tank, with sharks, moray eels, 
600 pound sea turtles, and hun- 
dreds of other Caribbean creatures 
Pick up a hermit crab or watch vets 
care for animals in the Aquarium 
Medical Center. 

— Now open: “Living Links: Choic- 
es for Survival” with baby sea tur- 
tles, poison arrow frogs, and rare 
tropical fish that shows how people 
affect aquatic life both postively and 
negatively around the world. 
Through Dec. 2005: “Amazing Jel- 
lies.” 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSE- 
UM (413-298-4100), 9 Glendale 
Rd., Stockbridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $12, free for ages 
18 and under when accompanied 
by an adult. The Museum houses 
Rockwell's studio, and the world’s 
largest collection of his paintings. 
Ongoing: “My Adventures as an Il- 
lustrator.” Through Jan. 23: “Nor- 
man Rockwell’s 322 ‘Saturday 
Evening Post’ Covers.” Through May 
30: “Building Books: The Art of 
David Macaulay.” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM 
(978-745-9500), East India Square, 
Liberty & Essex Sts., Salem. Daily., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $13, $11 
for seniors, $9 for students, free for 
ages 16 and under. Museum com- 
plex on two adjacent city blocks fea- 
tures 30 galleries, art and architec- 
ture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a 
research library. Ongoing: “A Work 
in Progress: The New Museum”; “A 
Folk Art Sampler”; “The Saltonstall 
Family Portraits”; “Three Centuries 
of Salem Architecture”; “Shore- 
lines”; “The Copeland Collection of 
Chinese Ceramic Figures.” 

— Liberty Street Building. The mu- 
seum features a collection of marine 
paintings and drawineries devoted to 
porcelains, lacquerware, ivory, furni- 
ture, and silver of the China Trade. 

— £ssex Street Building. Gardens, his- 
toric houses dating back to 1684, and a 
research library. Museum features sil- 
ver, glass and ceramics, portraits and 
landscape paintings, and dolls and 
toys. Permanent exhibitions: “Days of 
Judgment,” an exhibition commemo- 
rating the 300th anniversary of the 
Salem Witch Trials. Guided tours of the 
John Ward House (1684), the Geor- 
gian Crowninshield-Bentley House 
(1727), and the Federal Gardner-Pin- 
gree House (1804). Through Jan. 30: 
“Our Land: Contemporary Art from the 
Arctic.” Through Aug. 2005: “In Na- 
ture’s Company.” 

REVOLVING MUSEUM (978-937- 
2787), 22 Shattuck St., Lowell. Thurs.- 
Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Feb. 12: 
“Free Wheelin’: The Art of Rolling.” 
SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENG- 
LAND AT THE FLEETCENTER 
(617-624-1234), Causeway St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-S p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for seniors and ages 6-17, free for ages 
6 and under. A showcase for Boston 
sports history with exhibits dedicated 
to the Celtics, Bruins, Boston Garden, 


and the FleetCenter. Currently on 
view: “Ted Williams: An American 
Hero.” 


STERLING AND FRANCINE 
CLARK ART INSTITUTE (413-458- 
2303), 225 South St., Williamstown. 
Museum’s collection centers on French 
Impressionist paintings, including over 
30 by Renoir, plus American works by 
Homer, Sargent, Cassatt, and Reming- 
ton, as well as extensive collections of 
prints, drawings, silver, and sculpture. 
Open Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$10, free for 18 and under. Through 
Jan. 2: “Medieval Mystery: Who Is the 
Master of the Embriodered Foliage?”; 
“Albrecht Durer: The Life of the Vir- 
gin.” Through Jan. 9: “Masks and Mas- 
querades.” 

WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860- 
278-2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT. 
Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $9, $7 for 
seniors, $5 for students, free for ages 
12 and under. Collections of American 
and European paintings and sculpture, 
as well as glass, silver, Wallace Nutting 
furniture, and Meissen porcelain. The 
second floor of the Morgan Building 
features the J. Pierpont Morgan collec- 
tion of American decorative arts. On- 
going: “We Also Served: African-Amer- 
icans in the U.S. Military — Selections 
from the John H. Motley Collection.” 
Through Winter 2005: “Encore: Di- 
aghilev’s ‘Sleeping Princess.’” Through 
Dec. 12: “Rococo to Romantic: Selec- 
tions from the Permanent Collection.” 
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Through Jan. 2: “Ballets Russes to Bal- 
anchine: Dance at the Wadsworth 
Atheneum.” Through March 6: “Tradi- 
tions/Transitions: The Changing World 
of Fiber Art.” Through April 10: “The- 
ater, Dance, and Porcelain in the Eigh- 
teenth Century.” Through Spring 2005: 
“Ellen Carey/Matrix 153.” Through 
April 24: “Contemporary Art: Floor to 
Ceiling, Wall to Wall. 

WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508- 
799-4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester. 
Wed., Fri., Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m,; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $8, $6 for seniors 
and students, free for ages 17 and 
under. Admission free on Sat. from 
10 a.m. to noon. The museum includes 
an extensive collection of Asian art in 
its Chinese, Japanese, Indian, and Is- 
lamic galleries. Korean ceramics from 
the 5th and 6th centuries are on dis- 
play. The Marianne E. Gibson Gallery 
includes works by John Singleton Cop- 
ley, James Peale, Robert Fulton, and 
Edward Savage. Through Feb. 27: 
work by Lily Van der Stokker. Through 
April 2005: “Wall at WAM: Don’t Be 
Afraid.” 





photography 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353- 
3349). 

— Boston University Art Gallery (617- 
353-3329), 855 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 23: “In the Vernacular: 
Everyday Photographs from the 
Rodger Kingston Collection.” 

— Sherman Gallery (617-358-0295), 
775 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 17: “Found Polaroids.” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 
Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “33 -A 
Life Apart: Photographs from 
Bangladesh and Pakistan by Jamal 
Elias.” 

CLUB PASSIM, (617-492-7679), 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
Daily, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 16: 
“Steve Nelson: Back to the Square: 
Harvard Square and Cambridge, 1967- 
1973.” 

DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781- 
259-8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lin 
coln. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad 
mission $6, $4 for seniors, students, 
and children. Through Jan. 2: “Lumi- 
nous Forms: Abstractions in Color Pho- 
tography”; “Abstract Photography in 
the Permanent Collection.” 
EMERSON COLLEGE (617-824- 
8540), Little Bldg., 80 Boylston St., 
Boston. Call for hours. 

— Emerson College Library, 120 Boyl- 
ston St. (617-824-8668). Through Dec. 
17: photographs by Bill Fried. 
GALLERY AT BOSTON BIOMED- 
ICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (617- 
658-7700), 64 Grove St., rear en- 
trance, Watertown. Mon.-Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
work by Lyle Miller and Peter Papesch. 
GALLERY KAYAFAS (617-482-0411), 
450 Harrison Ave., Garden Level, 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 1-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5:30 p.m. Dec. 1-31: “Julie 
Melton: Montana: Portraits from the 
Farm”; “Alexandra de Steiguer: Isles of 
Shoals.” 

GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY (781-729-1158), 67 Shore 
Rd., Winchester. Tues.-Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Admission $5, $2 seniors, free 
for children and students; free admis- 
sion for all on Thurs. Through Feb. 3: 
“We Skate Hardcore.” Dec. 2-Feb. 20: 
“Lili Almog: Perfect Intimacy.” 
HARRIET TUBMAN HOUSE (617- 
536-8610), 566 Columbus Ave., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec. 
8-Feb. 4: “1000 Hands,” photographs 
by Eric Antoniou. Reception Dec. 8, 
6 p.m. 

LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), 1 Mt. 
Vernon St., Winchester. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“California Landscape: Vintage Pho- 
tographs by Watkins, Dassonville, 
Lange, Noskowiak, and Simpson 1865- 
1940.” 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART (617-232-1555), Tower Bldg., 
621 Huntington Ave., Boston. 

— Stephen D. Paine Gallery. Mon.-Fri., 
noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 11: “Alex Webb: Cross- 
ings. 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge. 

— MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, 
$2 for seniors, students, and youth 5- 
18. Ongoing: “Flashes of Inspiration: 
The Work of Doc Edgerton.” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Wed.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. Admission $15, 
$13 for seniors, students, free for ages 
17 and under during non-school hours. 
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Voluntary contribution after 4 p.m. on 
Wed. Through April 3: “Josef Sudek 
Poet with a Camera.” 

NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex- 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On- 
going: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro- 
duction to Colonial Lexington explor- 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo- 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu- 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema- 
sons in American Community.” 
Through Dec. 12: “The Allen Sisters: 
Pictorial Photographers, 1885-1920.” 
NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-552- 
7145), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Dec. 2-29: “Meg Birnbaum: 
Botanical Regenerations.” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY 
WALTHAM (781-647-0100), 435 
Moody St., Waltham. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 15: “Pic- 
ture Taken: Anonymous Snapshot Pho- 
tographs.” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978- 
745-9500), East India Square, Liberty 
& Essex Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Thurs. until 9 p.m. Admission 
$12, $10 for seniors, $8 for students, 
free for ages 16 and under. Museum 
complex on two adjacent city blocks 
features 30 galleries, art and architec- 
ture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a re- 
search library. Ongoing: “A Work in 
Progress: The New Museum”; “A Folk 
Art Sampler”; “The Saltonstall Family 
Portraits”; “Three Centuries of Salem 
Architecture”; “Shorelines”; “The 
Copeland Collection of Chinese Ceram- 
ic Figures.” Through Jan. 9: “Havana 
Photogrpahs by Robert Polidori.” 
PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAE- 
OLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY (617- 
496-1027), 11 Divinity Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Please call for hours. Through 
Feb. 28: “Field Photography: The 
Marsh Arabs of Iraq, 1934.” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE 
CENTER AT BOSTON UNIVERSI- 
TY (617-353-0600), 832 Comm. Ave., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Thurs. until 8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 23: “Contempo- 
rary Vernacular.” 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (617- 
267-7997), 38 Newbury St., Boston. 
Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: work 
by Laura Letinsky, D.W. Mellor. 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY LAW 
SCHOOL Adams Gallery (617-573- 
8508), 120 Tremont St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 18: “Im- 
ages of Transformation: From Big Dig 
to Rose Kennedy Greenway.” 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Muse- 
um and Cultural Center (781-283- 
2051), 106 Central St., Wellesley. 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
4 p.m.; Wed., until 8 p.m. Ongoing: 
“Art of the Ancient Americas”; “Divine 
Mirrors: The Madonna Unveiled”; 
“African Art In/Out of Context”; “The 
Multiple.” Through Jan. 16: Valery 
Koshlyakov. 





schools & 
universities 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS 
ACADEMY (978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & 
Chapel Ave., Andover. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Perma- 
nent collection includes works by 
Winslow Homer, Maud Morgan, Allan 
Crite, and Justin Kirchoff. Through 
Dec. 5: “4x4: Selections from the Tyler 
Graphics Collection.” Through Jan. 2: 
“Terry Winters Paintings, Drawings, 
Prints 1994-2004.” Through Jan. 10: 
“Missing”; “Rites of Passage.” Through 
Jan. 25: “Director’s Choice: A Fresh 
Look at Winslow Homer.” 

AMHERST COLLEGE Mead Art Mu- 
seum (413-542-2335), Rtes. 9 & 116, 
Amherst. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m.; Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m. The 
Dickinson Homestead, the birthplace 
and home of the poet Emily Dickinson 
for over 40 years, is open for guided 
tours from March through mid-Decem- 
ber. Through Dec. 19: “East Asian Art: 
Recent Aquisitions and Loans”; “The 
Pain of War.” 

ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON AT 
LESLEY UNIVERSITY (617-585- 
6676), 700 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.- 
Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 15: “Immersion.” 
BABSON COLLEGE (781-239-5682), 
Reynolds Campus Center, Wellesley. 
Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Through Dec. 
8: “Lina Maria Giraldo: Poppy Fields.” 
BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Muse- 
um (617-552-8100), Chestnut Hill 
Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m.Closed holidays. Through Dec. 
5: “Fernand Khnopff: Inner Visions and 
Landscapes.” 

— Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Library (617- 
552-4470). Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 





Ongoing: ’”Tip’ O’Neill Memorial Ex- 
hibit.” 
BOSTON 
3349). 

— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center (617-353-3696), 771 Comm. 
Ave. Through Feb. 28: “The American 
Presidency: White House Documents.” 
Dec. 7-Jan. 7: “Sue Grafton: Woman of 
Mystery.” 

— Sherman Gallery (617-358-0295), 
775 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 17: “Keepsake: A Juried Exhibi- 
tion of Works Using or Inspired by 
Found Images.” 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY Rose Art 
Museum (781-736-3434), 415 South 
St., Waltham. Tues.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Admission $3, $2 for seniors, free for 


UNIVERSITY (617-353- 





Baroque sculpture, 16th-century paint- 
ing, and 18th-century porcelain. Fea- 
tures a collection of 20th-century Ger- 
man works. Through Jan. 2: “Depen- 
dent Objects.” — Gallery lectures are 
free with museum admission. Dec. 4 at 
11:30 a.m., “Dependent Objects.” Dec. 
18 at 11:30 a.m., “Dependent Ob- 
jects.” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
(617-495-3251), 24 Quincy St. Mon.- 
Sat., 9 a.m.-11:30 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
11:30 p.m. Through April 17: “Huyghe 
+ Corbusier: Harvard Project.” Dec. 2- 
Jan. 7: “Retrospection Under Duress, 
Reprise: A Solo Exhibition by Stephen 
Prina.” 

— David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (617-495-9702), 61 
Kirkland St., Cambridge. Call for 





GEORGE PEDERSON'S POSTER FOR HARRY AND THE POT- 
TERS is part of "The Poster Show," an exhibit of concert 
posters by Somerville Artists, on view December 2 
through February 15 at Somerville City Hall. 


children 16 and under. Through Dec. 
12: “William Kentridge: Tide Table”; 
“Yun-Fei Ji: The Empty City”; 
“Francesco Clemente: Tandoori Satori 
and Commonplace.” 

BROOKS SCHOOL Lehman Art Cen- 
ter (978-725-6232), 1160 Great Pond 
Rd., North Andover. Tues.-Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 8:30 a.m.- 
noon; Sun., 2:30-5 p.m. Through Dec. 
15: “Brooks Goes Hollywood.” 
BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE (617-228-2018), 250 New 
Rutherford Ave., Boston. Call for 
hours. Through Jan. 28: “Peter Mad- 
den: Preserved.” 

EMERSON COLLEGE (617-824- 
8540), Little Bldg., 80 Boylston St., 
Boston. Call for hours. 

— Huret and Spector Gallery, 10 Boyl- 
ston Pl., 6th Floor (617-824-8329). 
Through Dec. 3: “Mixed Up Media: A 
Retrospective of the Life & Art of Car- 
toonist Jeff MacNelly.” 

EMMANUEL COLLEGE Lillian 
Immig Gallery (617-735-9992), 400 
The Fenway, Boston. Mon.-Thurs., 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Dec. 15: 
“Wonderment.” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RAD- 
CLIFFE INSTITUTE, Cambridge. 

— Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity (617-524-1718), 125 Arbor- 
way, Jamaica Plain. Call for hours. 
More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. 

— Department of the History of Sci- 
ence Special Exhibition Gallery (617) 
495-2779, 1 Oxford St., Cambridge. 
Through Jan. 14: “Bringing Nature In- 
side: 17th Century Natural History, 
Classification, and Vision. 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495- 
9400), 32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $6.50, $5 for students and sen- 
iors, free for ages 18 and under. Free 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours 
Mon.-Fri. at 1 p.m. Features Central 
and Northern European art, including 
late medieval, Renaissance, and 


hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal Maldona- 
do: Auto-Portraits: Blue Bananas on 
Fire.” 

— Fogg Art Museum (617-495-9400), 
32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission 
$6.50, $5 for students and seniors, free 
for ages 18 and under. Free admission 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours 
Mon.-Fri. at 11 a.m. The decorative 
arts gallery includes 17th- and 18th- 
century British and American silver, 
furniture, and porcelain. The Maurice 
Wertheim Collection features Impres- 
sionist and Post-Impressionist works 
Ongoing: “To Students of Art and 
Lovers of Beauty: Highlights from the 
Collection of Grenville L. Winthrop.” 
Through Jan. 30: “Prints: System, 
Style, and Subject.” — Gallery lectures 
are free with the price of admission. 
Dec. 6 at 11:30 a.m., “Light Conversa- 
tion: Seminars with Contemporary 
Photographers with Nikki S. Lee.” 

— Houghton Library (617-495-2509), 
Harvard Yard near Mass. Ave. and 
Quincy St. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Harvard’s Love Affair with Russian 
Books: Israel Perlstein, Leading Ameri- 
can Bookdealer in Slavic Materials.” 

— Harvard University Museum of Nat- 
ural History (617-495-3045), 26 Ox- 
ford St. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$7.50, $6 for students and seniors, $5 
for ages 3-18, free for ages 2 and under. 
Free on Sun. from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
“Ware Collection of Glass Models and 
Plants” includes more than 3,000 glass 
flowers. The Mineralogical and Geolog- 
ical Museums feature mineral and ore 
collections, with displays of gems and 
meteorites. The Museum of Compara- 
tive Zoology covers species from the 
earliest fossil invertebrates and reptiles 
to fish and reptiles alive today. Exhibi- 
tions also include whale skeletons, the 
largest turtle shell ever found, the Har 

vard mastodon, and a 42-foot-long Kro- 
nosaurus, the only complete and 
mounted model of the sea reptile in the 
country. Extended: “Romancing the 


Stone: The Many Facets of Tourma 
lines.” Ongoing exhibits include “Mod- 
eling Nature,” an exhibit on glass and 
its use as an artistic and scientific medi- 
um; “Birthstones”; a “Great Mammal” 
hall; and the Romer Hall of Vertebrate 
Paleontology. Through May 1: “Origins 
Life’s First Three Billion Years.” — 
Gallery lectures are free. Dec. 9 at 
6 p.m., “Conserving Wild Russia: Rus- 
sia’s Role in Protecting the World’s Re 
mote Places.” 

— Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology (617-496-1027), 11 Di- 
vinity Ave. Ongoing: “Hall of the North 
American Indian: Change and Continu 
ity”; “Pacific Islands Art and Artifacts”; 
“Distinguished Casts: Curating Lost 
Monuments”; “Encounters with the 
Americas.” Through Dec. 30: “From Na- 
tion to Nation: Examining Lewis and 
Clark’s Indian Collection.” Through 
April 30: “Bringing Japan to Boston 
Through June 30: “Imazighen! Beauty 
and Artisanship in Berber Life.” 

— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (617 
495-9400), 485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis 
sion $6.50, $5 for seniors and stu 
dents, free for ages 18 and under. Free 
admission on Sat. from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Docent tours Mon.-Fri. at 
2 p.m. The second and fourth floors 
feature a permanent collection of 
works from Oriental, Islamic, Roman, 
and other ancient cultures. Through 
Jan. 2: “Closely Focused, Intensely 
Felt: Selections from the Norma Jean 
Calderwood Collection of Islami 

Art.” Through March 13: “A Com 
pelling Legacy: Masterworks of East 
Asian Painting Gallery 
are free with price of admission. De 

5 at 3 p.m., “Closely Focused, Intens« 

ly Felt: Selections from the Norma 
Jean Calderwood Collection of Islam 
ic Art.” 

— Semitic Museum (617-495-4631), 6 
Divinity Ave. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m 

4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Ongoing: “Nuzi 
and the Hurrians: Fragments from a 
Forgotten Past”; “Ancient Cyprus: The 
Cesnola Collection”; “The Sphinx and 
the Pyramids: 100 Years of American 
Archaeology at Giza”; “The Houses of 
Ancient Israel: Domestic, Royal, Di 
vine.” 

PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY La 
mont Gallery (603-777-3461), Exeter 
New Hampshire. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m 

5 p.m. Through Dec. 8: “Four Square 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART (617-232-1555), Tower Bidg., 
621 Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon 

Fri., 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m 

10 p.m 

— Bakalar Gallery (617-879-7333) 
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 11 

“Morph”; “Feed: Artists Digital 
Influence.” 

— Stephen D. Paine Gallery. Mon.-Fri., 
noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 11: “Alex Webb: Cross 
ings.” 

— Student Life Gallery, Kennedy 
Bldg., 621 Huntington Ave., 2nd fl 

Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongoing 

“Under Pressure.” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge 

— MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3 

Ongoing: “Mind and Hand: The Mak 

ing of MIT Scientists and Engineers”; 
“Robots and Beyond: Exploring 
Artificial Intelligence at MIT”; “Holog- 
raphy: The Light Fantastic”; “Flashes 
of Inspiration: The Work of Doc Edger 

ton”; “Gestural Engineering: The 
Sculpture of Arthur Ganson”; “Thinka 

palooza.” Through Dec. 3: “Telling It 
Like It Is: Student Activism at MIT 
During the Vietnam War.” Through 
July 2005: “The Clipper Ship Era.” 

— Center for Advanced Visual Studies 
(617-253-4415), 265 Mass. Ave 

Through Spring: “The Traveling Mag- 
azine Table.” 

— Compton Gallery (617-253-4444), 
77 Mass. Ave. Daily, 9. a.m.-5 p.m 

Through Dec. 30: “The Art of Struc- 
tural Design: A Swiss Legacy.” 

— Dean’s Gallery (617-253-9455), 50 
Memorial Dr. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 

Through April 1: “Robert Rauschen- 
berg: XXXIV Drawings for Dante’s In 


lectures 


ferno.” 


— Hart Nautical Galleries (617-253- 
5492), 55 Mass Ave. Daily, 9 a.m 
8 p.m. Ongoing: “Ship Models: The 
Evolution of Ship Design”; “Deep 
Frontiers: Ocean Engineering at MIT”; 
“TQuarium.” 

— List Visual Arts Center (617-253 
4680), 20 Ames St., Cambridge. Daily, 
noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “John 
Coplans: Body Parts: A Self-Portrait”; 
“Cerith Wyn Evans: Thoughts Unsaid, 
Now Forgotten”; “Yael Bartana: Three 
Films.” 

— Strobe Alley (617-253-4629), 77 
Mass. Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing 
“Never Stop Learning: The Life and 
Legacy of Harold Edgerton.” 

—Wolk Gallery (617-253-2825), 77 
Mass. Ave., Room 7-338. Mon.-Fri., 
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9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 28: “Verti 
cal City: The Life and Design of Pruitt- 
Igoe.” 

— Women’s Studies Program (617- 
253-8844), Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass 
Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing: “Women 
at MIT.” 

MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY (978-922-8222), 23 Essex 
St., Beverly. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Dec. 2-Feb. 5: “A New Order: Appro 
priation Art in the Digital Age.” Re 
ception Dec. 2, 5-7 p.m 

Carol Schlosberg Alumni Gallery 
Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. Dec 
2-22: “Fred Lynch: Coffee Cup Series.’ 

301 Cabot St. Studio. Mon.-Fri., 
noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 11: “Fine 
Arts Senior Thesis Show.” 

292 Gallery, 292 Cabot St. Through 
Dec. 3: illustrations by Aaron Meshon 
Dec. 6-11: “Our Stories: Work In 
spired by Faith Ringgold.” 

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE ART 
MUSEUM (413-538-2245), South 
Hadley. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Free admission 
Ongoing: “Asian Art.” Through De 
Manet, Millet, and More 
New Acquisitions and Loans 
Through Dec. 12: “Valenciennes, 
Daubigny, and the Origins of French 
Landscape Painting 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
617-373-2249), Boston 

Ryder Hall Atrium, 147 Forsyth St 
Daily, 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Ongoing: “Re 
ent Urban Design: Work in Boston 


Picasso 


REGIS COLLEGE, Carney Gall 
781-768-8367), 235 Wellesle St 
Weston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.n 
Spellman Museum of Stamps & 
Postal History. Thurs.-Sun., noon 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for students 
and seniors, free for ages 16 and 


under. Exhibits include rare Lindbergh 
material from 1927 transatlantic 
flight, US and Boston airmail history 
and international airmail including 
the world’s first airmail flight in India 
in 1911 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN Museum of Art (401-454-6500 
224 Benefit St., Providence, RI. Tues 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for seniors, $3 for students 
ages 5-18. Ongoing 
Painting, Sculpture and Decorative 
Arts”; “Rethinking the Romans: New 
Views of Ancient Sculpture.” Through 
Jan. 23: “Dreams and Nightmares 
German Graphic Arts, 1900-33 
Through Jan. 30: “Island Nations 
New Art from Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, and Puerto Rico.” Through 
Feb. 13: “What’s in a Name? The Pais 
ley Pattern and Kashmir Shawls 
Through April 17: “Celebrating the 
Jewish Contribution to Twentieth Cen 
tury American Art.” 
SCHOOL OF THE MUSEUM OF 
FINE ARTS Grossman Gallery (617 
369-3718), 230 The Fenway, Boston 
Mon.-Tue., Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed.- 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Dec. 2-5: “December 
Sale.” 
SIMMONS COLLEGE Trustman Art 
Gallery (617-521-2268), 300 The Fen 
way, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. Through Dec. 10: “John 
Powell: Lit.” 
STONEHILL COLLEGE Cushing- 
Martin Library (508-238-6250), 320 
Washington St., Easton. Mon.-Fri., 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Through Dec. 10: “You 
Are Here: Rediscovering Landscape.” 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY New Eng 
land School of Art & Design Gallery 
(617-536-0383), 75 Arlington St., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-S p.m 
Through Dec. 23: “God’s Bits Wood”; 
“Mary Sherman Cold Fish 
When Paintings and Mechanics Col 
lide.” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Arts 
Center (617-627-3518), 40R Talbot 
Ave., Medford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: “Overt 
Covert.” Dec. 2-19: “MFA Thesis Exhi- 
bition.” 
— Royall House Slave Quarters (781- 
396-9032), 15 George St. Wed.-Sun., 
2-5 p.m. Ongoing: “From Africa to 
Medford: The Untold Story of the Roy 
all House Slaves.” 
UMASS-LOWELL McGauvran Stu 
dent Center (978-934-3491), 71 
Wilder St., Lowell. Mon.-Sat., noon 
3 p.m. Through Dec. 17: work by Kath 
leen Cammarata 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE (781-283 
2051), 106 Central St., Wellesley. 
Davis Museum and Cultural Center, 
Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Ongoing; “Art 
of the Ancient Americas”; “Divine Mir 
rors: The Madonna Unveiled”; “African 
Art In/Out of Context”; “The Multi 
ple.” Through Dec. 12: work by 
Lawrence Weiner. Through Dec. 14 
“Infinte Possibilities: Serial Imagery in 
20th Century Drawings.”; “American 
Identities: Twentieth Century Prints 
from the Nancy Gray Sherrill Class of 
1954 Collection.” Through Jan.: work 
by Valery Koshlykov. 


$2 for 


‘19th-Century 


fora 
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the 
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He s not there 


HBO’s Peter Sellers looks for the man behind the masks; also, The Librarian is overdue 


BY JOYCE MILLMAN 


here have been plenty of bio-pics 

about damaged geniuses and 

tortured artists. After all, no one 
wants to pay money to see the life 
story of someone who was happy 
and sane. Most of these movies do 
manage to find the flicker of joy that 
art brought to these difficult lives. 
But by the accounts of his biogra- 
phers, ex-wives, children, and 
friends, actor Peter Sellers had no joy 
in him. For all of his comedic inven- 
tion, Sellers, who died of a heart at- 
tack in 1980, at the age of 54, was a 
miserable man who made everyone 
around him miserable too. And he re- 
garded his talent for disappearing 
into character not as a gift but rather 
as an escape. 
“There is no me. 
I do not exist. 
There used to 
be a me, but I 
had it surgically 
removed,” he 
famously told 
Kermit the Frog 
on a 1978 
episode of The Muppet Show. Sellers 
was a cipher. 

The Life and Death of Peter Sellers 
(this Sunday, December 5, at 9 p.m. 
on HBO), a production of HBO Films 
and BBC Films, is an ambitious, 
strange, and ungainly movie, as 
kaleidoscopic as an acid trip. Its 
weirdness is partly the result of its 
main source material, Roger Lewis’s 
1997 biography of the same name. 
That book is a deeply personal and 
eccentric appreciation of Sellers the 
actor and condemnation of Sellers 
the man. Spinning from one event to 
the next seemingly at random, it’s 
the celebrity-biography equivalent of 
attention-deficit disorder. (If it’s a 
straight chronological Sellers biogra- 
phy you're looking for, try Ed Sikov’s 
insightful Mr. Strangelove.) 

For the movie, scriptwriters 
Christopher Markus and Stephen 
McFeely and director Stephen Hop- 
kins (24) attempt to reproduce the 
vibe of Lewis’s psycho bio but within 
a more traditional life-story structure. 
With Geoffrey Rush assuming the 
Herculean title role (and he’s up to 
the task), The Life and Death of Peter 
Sellers takes us through Sellers’s tran- 
sition from radio (the BBC’s Goon 
Show) to movies (the seminal British 
comedies The Mouse That Roared and 
I’m All Right, Jack, in both of which 
he played multiple characters). We 
follow him as he conquers Holly- 
wood in the Swinging Sixties (The 
Pink Panther, Dr. Strangelove, What’s 
New, Pussycat?) and succumbs to ’70s 
sex-and-drugs dissipation before re- 
turning to form in 1979's Being 
There. There are period pop songs on 
the soundtrack and eye-popping re 
creations of Sellers’s most famous 
movie sets (thanks to production de- 
signer Norman Garwood). And 
there’s a surreal sequence in which 
Sellers suffers a massive heart attack 
after a night of amyl-nitrate-assisted 
lovemaking with his bride of six 
weeks, actress Britt Ekland (Charlize 
Theron). As Sellers’s heart stops eight 
times on the operating table, he has 
an out-of-body experience that ends 


Organizers of 
knowledge, guardians 
of freedom, librarians 

get little respect 
these days. 


with him blowing up his characters 
— Grand Duchess Gloriana, Inspec- 
tor Clouseau, President Merkin 
Muffley, and all the rest — with the 
bomb from Dr. Strangelove. 

At crucial moments in the movie, 
Rush’s Sellers “becomes” the people 
in his life — his first wife, his par- 
ents, Dr: Strangelove director Stanley 
Kubrick, among others. In the full 
make-up and costume of these “char- 
acters,” he breaks the fourth wall and 
comments on the action. It’s an un- 
settling, distracting, and (almost) 
brilliant touch that conveys Sellers’s 
megalomania and enormous self-ab- 
sorption. The Peter Sellers of The Life 
and Death of Peter Sellers regards 
those closest 
to him as just 
shadows, no 
more or less 
real than the 
guises he slips 
into on screen. 
By becoming 
his long-suffer- 
ing first wife, 
Anne (Emily Watson), for instance, 
Sellers rewrites their break-up scene 
as one in which she forgives him for 
his infidelity and cruelty. In his imag- 
ination, he’s able to control her and 
excuse his own rotten behavior. 

And The Life and Death of Peter 
Sellers doesn’t stint on rotten behav- 
ior. Sellers remained an overgrown 
child, alternately pampered and ver- 
bally abused by his Sherman tank of 
a mum, Peg (a fierce, unbridled Miri- 
am Margolyes), who was herself a 
former vaudeville performer. As an 
adult, Sellers still clung to Peg, yet he 
abandoned her on her deathbed. 
(Sellers’s father, Bill, played by Peter 
Vaughan, is depicted as a placid non- 
entity who eventually became the 
physical model for Sellers’s Chance 
the Gardener in Being There.) In the 
film, Sellers is portrayed pretty much 
the way his biographers see him — 
undisciplined, selfish, cold, manipu- 
lative, a serial philanderer, and a 
creepy stalker who convinces himself 
that his leading ladies (including 
Sophia Loren) are in love with him. 
He is also a shockingly immature, 
abusive father who retaliates for his 


CHILD GENIUS: with the valiant Geoffrey Rush in the title role, HBO’s The Life 





and Death of Peter Sellers doesn’t stint on rotten behavior. 


son’s innocent attempt at fixing a 
scratch on Sellers’s Bentley by stomp- 
ing the kid’s toy cars and trains to 
pieces. When Theron’s Ekland, sunny 
as a field of daisies, interrupts him on 
the toilet to tell him she’s pregnant, 
he tells her to have an abortion. And 
he punctuates his order with a 
“plop.” (Ekland had the baby any- 
way.) 

The Life and Death of Peter Sellers 
aims for a “warts and all” portrait but 





MAN CHILD: in TNT’s amiable fantasy/action flick The Librarian: 


Quest for the Spear, Noah Wyle is the perpetual grad student who 
holds 22 degrees and lives with his mommy (Olympia Dukakis). 
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ends up being all warts. Indeed, the 
film makes you care so little for its 
subject that you might be compelled 
to turn it off were it not for Rush’s 
valiant mimicry. Despite acting 
through layers of make-up and pros- 
thetics, he manages to create an actu- 
al person (or as much of a person as 
Sellers could be). With small glints of 
fleeting remorse, Rush gives us a Sell- 
ers who knows exactly what he’s 
doing to the people around him but 
chooses not to stop doing it. And 
though the film’s Sellers never grows 
as a person, he does exhibit self- 
awareness; he astutely identifies with 
the simpleton Chance in Being There, 
telling an associate, “How marvelous 
his life must be. No future, no past, 
no responsibilities. . . . People expect 
nothing of him and then they love it 
when they get just that.” 

The title of the film is meant to be 
ironic — Sellers’s fatal heart attack is 
never depicted. He ceased to exist, 
suggest the filmmakers, long before 
he departed this earth. It is a testa- 
ment to both the intensity of Rush’s 
vanishing act and the undimmed 
brilliance of Sellers’s comic creations 
that the only times The Life and 
Death of Peter Sellers makes you 
laugh — or makes you feel anything 
approaching respect for Sellers — is 
when Rush note-perfectly brings In- 
spector Clouseau and Dr. Strangelove 
back to life. 


AS A CARD-CARRYING LIBRARY 
FAN, let me say that the TV movie 
The Librarian: Quest for the Spear 
(also this Sunday, December 5, at 

8 p.m. on TNT) is long overdue. It’s 
about time that professional book 
nerds were hailed as the true super- 
heroes they are. Organizers of knowl- 
edge, guardians of freedom, librari- 
ans get little respect in 
these days of Google, 
bookstore/coffee ware- 
houses, and the Patriot 
Act. There’s a whole gener- 
ation of young people who 
think Starbucks is a suit- 
able place to do home- 
work, who think nothing 
of downloading music yet 
couldn't find their way to a 
library (psst, that’s a place 
where you can take books 
home for free) with 
MapQuest. 

Anyway, The Librarian: 
Quest for the Spear is ex- 
actly what the title sug- 
gests — a fantasy/action 
movie with a librarian as 
the hero. There isn’t a 
trick in it that Indiana 
Jones hasn't pulled, but it 
has some unexpected 
pleasures. (There are 
plans to make other Li- 
brarian movies if this one 
pulls decent ratings.) 
Noah Wyle’s Flynn Carsen 
is a perpetual grad who is 
30 years old, holds 22 de- 
grees, and lives with his 
mommy (Olympia 
Dukakis). Flynn needs to 
get a life, and one ap- 
pears in the form of an 
invitation to interview for 
a position at the Metro- 
politan Public Library. It 
turns out that Flynn is, by 
destiny, the Librarian, 
protector of all the great- 
est treasures of myth and 
history. The Ark of the 
Covenant, Pandora’s Box, 
Excalibur — they all 
exist, and they all reside 
in the basement of the li- 
brary. The library is run 
by a mysterious stoop- 
shouldered man named Judson and 
his no-nonsense assistant, Charlene. 
Wait, here’s the good part: Charlene 
is played by Jane Curtin, snippy as 
ever, and Judson is Bob Newhart. 
Yes! Bob Newhart! And Newhart’s 
phlegmatic, stammered readings of 
florid lines like, “Trust me. This 
is...is... your destiny,” give The 
Librarian its amiable, self-depreciat- 
ing tone. 

Flynn’s first mission is to retrieve 
the Spear of Destiny (pierced Jesus’s 
side, gives unlimited power to those 
who possess it), which has been 
stolen by the evil Serpent Brother- 
hood. The Brotherhood is headed by 
Edward Wilde (a very silly Kyle 
MacLachlan), the previous Librari- 
an, who has gone over to the dark 
side. Wimpy Flynn is assisted by Li- 
brary operative Nicole Noone (Sonja 
Walger), a tough-talking babe in 
regulation Old Navy tank top and 
cargo pants. Their pursuit of the 
Spear takes them from the Amazon 
to the Himalaya, leaving no special 
effect unturned, especially the ones 
we've seen a zillion times before 
(the disintegrating bridge, the 


jinxed pyramid). But Wyle’s geeky 


charm and the story’s glorification 
of book learnin’ are enough to keep 
the good vibes aloft and (please 
read this next part in the voice of 
Bob Newhart) prevent viewers from, 
uh, from check-checking out. & 
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THURSDAY 

9:00 (2) André Rieu: Live in Tus- 
cany. The bad news is that he’s alive; 
the good news is that Tuscany a long 
way from here. To be repeated on Fri- 
day at 2:30 p.m. (Until 11:05 p.m.) 


FRIDAY 

1:00 (44) Christmas at the Holly- 
wood Palace. Repeated from last 
week. From 1964 to 1970, there was a 
variety show on ABC called The Holly 
wood Palace (after the renamed E! Capi 
tan Theater in LA where it was taped) 
Celebs like Perry Como and Bob 
Newhart and Bing Crosby hosted their 
peers. Here we get holiday magic from 
that archive. To be repeated on Sunday 
at 6:30 p.m. and on Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m. (Until 2:30 p.m.) 

7:00 (4) The Radio City Christ- 
mas Spectacular Comes to 
Boston. Is this town big enough for 
two annual Christmas shows? Will The 
Nutcracker survive in smaller quarters? 
Neither of those issues will be addressed 
in this half-hour promo for the RCMH 
touring production. Please note, this is a 
campy and purposefully middlebrow 
holiday revue and as such is the best of 
its genre. But, the real action and the 
real Rockettes (not to mention the real 
mighty Wurlitzer) are in New York. 
(Until 7:30 p.m.) 

2:30 a.m. (2) Topper Returns 
(movie). Should we really have to wait 
until 2:30 a.m. for something worth 
mentioning on Channel 2? The 1941 
conclusion of the short Topper film se 
ries. For those unfamiliar with the Top- 
per motif: Cosmo Topper is a mild-man- 
nered guy haunted by two high-strung 
young ghosts. The original film 
benefitted from having Cary Grant and 
Constance Bennett (as George and Mar- 
ion Kirby) do the haunting. This one re- 
places them with Joan Blondell as a 
ghost out to solve her own murder. 
Roland Young plays Topper. (Until 
4 a.m.) 


SATURDAY 
1:00 (5) Football. Virginia Tech ver- 
sus Miami. 

2:30 (4) Football. Army versus Navy 
4:30 (5) Football. USC versus UCLA 
6:00 (4) Football. Auburn versus 
Tennessee in the SEC title game 

6:30 (2) Rock and Roll Forever: 
Ed Sullivan’s Greatest Hits. Either 
Ed Sullivan was hipper than he ap- 
peared to be or he let people he didn’t 
fully understand on his show. Either 
way, Ed’s Sunday-night variety mecca 
provided a giant crossover stepping 
stone for a lot of rock acts. This.antholo- 
gy has TV performances by Elvis, the 
Beatles, Janis Joplin, Ray Charles, and 
more. To be repeated on Sunday at 
3:30 p.m. and on Monday at 9:30 p.m. 
on Channel 44. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Get Down Tonight — The 
Disco Explosion. Said disco explo- 
sion seems like more fun now than it 
did at the time, when it represented a 
mindless distraction from responsibility 
and causes. It seems that disco was 
black music, but nobody knew that be- 
cause the airwaves were full of ‘high- 
pitched stuff from the Bee Gees. What- 
ever it was, it can be enjoyed now in 
small, selective doses. KC and the Sun- 
shine band host this dance marathon 
with help from Frankie Valli, Karen- 
Lynn Gorney (the leggy co-star of 
1977’s Saturday Night Fever tours that 
movie’s Brooklyn shooting locations), 
Danny Terrio, Barry Williams, and Irene 
Cara. Also in tribute to SNF, we have 
clips of the Bee Gees “Stayin’ Alive” 
(which eluded some of them), plus 
Yvonne Elliman doing “If I Can't Have 
You” (with the accent on the “You”), the 
Irammps with “Disco Inferno,” and 
Taveres praising “More Than a Woman.” 
But that’s not all. As an extra added 
bonus, A Taste of Honey perform the 
tone poem “Boogie Oogie Oogie,” Wild 
Cherry’s Rob Parissi does “Play That 
Funky Music,” Norma Jean Wright and 
Luci Martin recall “Le Freak,” and Leo 
Sayer crawls back from wherever the 
hell he’s been to explain “You Make Me 
Feel like Dancing” To be repeated on 
Tuesday at 9 p.m. on Channel 44, and 
on Wednesday at 9 p.m. on Channel 2. 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) Football. Oklahoma versus 
Colorado in the Big 12 title game. 

8:00 (7) The Perfect Storm 
(movie). With a lot of imperfect dia- 
logue. (Until 11 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Concert for George. If 
disco isn’t exactly your fondest memory 
of youth, check in here for a video ver- 
sion of the Albert Hall tribute concert 
held on the first anniversary of George 








hot 
dots 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 


Harrison’s death. For better or worse, 
this has scenes not included in the the- 
atrical release. On hand to praise 
George are Eric Clapton, Paul McCart- 
ney, Ringo Starr, members of the cast of 
Monty Python’s Flying Circus, Tom Petty 
Ravi and Anoushka Shankar, Billy Pre- 
ston, and Dhani Harrison. (Until 


11 p.m.) 


SUNDAY 

Noon (2) Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein’s Cinderella. Julie Andrews 
hosts a replay of the 1957 television 
production of R&H’s musical Cinderella, 
which attracted the largest TV audience 
ever to a given show at that time. An- 
drews was 22 years old then, so she’s 69 
now. To be repeated tonight at 7 p.m., 
and on Monday at 7:30 p.m. on Chan- 
nel 44 (Until 2 p.m.) 

1:00 (4) Football. The Pats versus 
the Cleveland Browns. 

1:00 (25) Football. The Atlanta Fal- 
cons versus the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
4:00 (25) Football. The Green Bay 
Packers versus the Philadelphia Eagles 
8:00 (5) The Five People You 
Meet in Heaven (movie). We are one 
and we are all together. A TV adapta- 
tion of Mitch Albom’s novel, which por- 
trays Heaven as a place where five 
figures from your lifetime make sense of 
your mortal stint for you. Starring Jon 
Voight, Michael Imperioli, Jeff Daniels, 
Ellen Burstyn, and Rebecca Jenkins 
Since the premise here shows more 
imagination than the rest of commercial 
television put together, this might be 
worth watching. (Until 11 p.m.) 

8:00 (7) The Family Man (movie). 
Nicolas Cage and Téa Leoni probably 
can't save this 2000 movie about a hot- 
shot stockbroker whose fast-land life 
magically turns into a hum-drum mini- 
van existence. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Magic Moments — The 
Best of ’50s Pop. Repeated from last 
week. The whole commercialized 1950s 
cultural ethos in one Atlantic City Con- 
cert. Mary Lou Metzger, Phyllis 
McGuire, and Pat Boone host old per- 
formance and period-piece clips, plus 
reunion songs from the McGuire Sisters, 
Debbie Reynolds, Patti Page, the 
Chordettes, the Crew-Cuts, the Four 
Lads, the Four Aces, the Four Coins, and 
Gogi Grant. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) A Very Married Christ- 
mas (movie). Joe Mantegna stars as a 
man who takes a job playing Santa 
when he discovers his wife is having an 
affair and ends up falling in love with 
his Santa trainer. Of course, the TMOC 
(True Meaning of Christmas) wins out 
and the unhappy couple are reunited. 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

11:00 (2) George Jones: 50 Years 
of Hits. George has had more songs on 
the Billboard charts than any other per- 
former (format aside). Trace Adkins, 
Kenny Chesney, Harry Connick Jr., 
Vince Gill, Amy Grant, Merle Haggard, 
Emmylou Harris, Alan Jackson, Kris 
Kristofferson, Patty Loveless, Shelby 
Lynne, Martina McBride, Aaron Neville, 
Randy Travis, Tanya Tucker, Wynonna 
Judd, and more gather-in Nashville (in 
September 2004) to pay tribute to the 
73-year-old country master. (Until 
12:30 a.m.) 

1:00 a.m. (44) Eric Clapton’s 
Crossroads Guitar Festival. Re- 
peated from last week. Clapton’s dream 
supershow from the Cotton Bowl (taped 
this summer in 90-degree heat) features 
himself, Robert Cray, Buddy Guy, Vince 
Gill, John Mayer, Carlos Santana, James 
Taylor, Jimmie Vaughan, ZZ Top, B.B. 
King, and Joe Walsh.: To be repeated 
tonight at 4 a.m. on Channels 2 and 44. 
(Until 3 a.m.) 


MONDAY 
7:30 (2) Find! Marathon with the 
Keno Brothers. At first the Kenos are 


just plain disturbing, but during their 


forays into people’s attics in search of 
valuable antiques, identical twins Leigh 
and Leslie turn out to be harmless and 
actually interesting. Here they host 
some highlights of their series. (Until 
9:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Football. The Dallas Cow- 
boys versus the Seattle Seahawks. 


10:00 (7) Princess Diana: The Se- 
cret Video Tapes, Part Two. As if 
she hadn't already told all, Di tells more 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

1:00 a.m. (44) National Geo- 
graphic Specials: Inside Special 
Forces. A look inside the US military's 
killer elite, specialists trained to combat 
guerrillas, subversives, insurgents, and 
serial wat 
crimes. To be repeated tonight at 4 a.m 
on Channels 2 and 44. (Until 2 a.m.) 
1:45 a.m. (2) Scarlet Street 
(movie). A 1945 Fritz Lang remake of 
Jean Renoir’s 1931 film La chienne star- 
ring Edward G. Robinson as a meek sort 
drawn into a web of crime and intrigue 
With Joan Bennett and Dan Duryea 
(Until 3:30 a.m.) 


TUESDAY 

8:00 (5) A Charlie Brown Christ- 
mas. Same as it ever was. (Until 
9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Alone in the Wilderness. 
Repeated from last week. A fantastic 
primitive documentary based on 
woodsman/craftsman Richard Proen- 
neke’s self-imposed exile to the Alaskan 


assassins” by committing 


| wilderness. The adventure began in 


1968, when Proenneke built a cabin on 
a remote Alaskan lake using (mostly) 
native materials. The guy’s ability to 
fashion a household out of stumps, 
moss, and raw lumber puts any Boy 
Scout (and most general contractors) to 
shame. Proenneke liked his life away 
from real life so much that he main- 
tained it until 1995. This film, made up 
largely of footage he ‘shot himself or 
himself, is inspiring and comforting. 
Watch it; tape it; order it for Christmas 
presents. To be repeated on Thursday at 
2:30 p.m. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 

2:10 a.m. (2) Angel on My Shoul- 
der (movie). Director Archie Mayo’s 
1946 caprice with Paul Muni as a mur- 
der victim sent back to mortal form (as 
a judge) by Satan. With Anne Baxter 
and Claude Rains. (Until 4 a.m.) 


WEDNESDAY 

7:30 (2) Once upon a Sleigh Ride. 
A pleasant profile of America’s “fun” 
composer, Leroy Anderson, who died in 
1975, but not before he gave the world 
‘Sleigh Ride,” “The Syncopated Clock,” 
“Blue Tango,” and several other musi- 
cally solid novelty numbers. (Until 
9 p.m.) 

8:00 (7) A Clay Aiken Christmas. 
Let's all have one this year. If anyone 
has a grasp on the TMOC, it’s this prod- 
uct of fortunate chance. (Until 9 p.m.) 
8:00 (25) The 2004 Billboard 
Music Awards. From the MGM Grand 
in Vegas, and featuring performances by 
Usher, Nelly, Evanescence, Green Day, 
and Gwen Stefani. (Until 10 p.m.) 
9:00 (5) Barbara Walters Pre- 
sents the 10 Most Fascinating 
People of 2004. Did Osama make the 
cut? Bet John Kerry didn’t. We do get 
Oprah, Donald Trump, Paris Hilton, 
Michael Moore, Usher, and GOP pitcher 
Curt Schilling —*plus four (undis- 
closed) more. (Until 10 p.m.) 

1:00 a.m. (44) Sing We Now of 
Christmas: A Festival of Carols. 
“Sing we now,” “Don we now” . . . the 
holidays bring out the most peculiar 
grammatical constructions. Watch you 
now the 100-voice First Presbyterian 
Church of Davenport, Iowa, Choir (plus 
symphony orchestra, kids’ choirs, and 
bell choir). Listen to you now as they 
sing them now all the familiar carols. 
(Except, having been raised in the shad- 
ow of Presbyterianism, we recall that 
they often prefer “alternate lyrics,” such 
as “All is calm/Save the light.”) To be re- 
peated tonight at 4 a.m. on Channels 2 
and 44. (Until 2 a.m.) 

3:00 a.m. (44) Happy Holidays in 
Pittsburgh. Hey, it can happen. Docu- 
mentarian Rick Sebak, who has Western 
Pennsylvania’s number, offers a tour of 
Steel City holiday traditions — includ- 
ing jumping into the frigid Mononga- 
hela River at 9 a.m. on New Year’s Day. 
Want proof? Visit www.judethomas.- 
com/pbc2004_small/pages/09.htm. 
(Until 4 a.m.) 


THURSDAY 

7:30 (44) Viewer Favorites. Assum- 
ing there are any left — viewers or fa- 
vorites. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:30 (2) John Denver: The 
Wildlife Concert. Yeah, yeah. (Until 
11:05 p.m.) 

1:15 a.m. (2) The Kennel Murder 
Case (movie). Director Michael Curtiz’s 
1933 Philo Vance murder mystery set at 
a Long Island dog show. With William 
Powell and Mary Astor. (Until 
2:29 a.m.) 
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Good Will finding 


Four who put Shakespeare’s best foot forward 


BY JEFFREY GANTZ 


Will in the World: 
How Shakespeare 
Became Shakespeare 


By Stephen Greenblatt. Norton, 
384 pages, $26.95. 


Pericles 


By William Shakespeare and George 
Wilkins. Edited by Suzanne Gossett for the 
Arden Shakespeare. Thomson Learning, 
476 pages, $13.95. 


Pericles 


By William Shakespeare and George 
Wilkins. Edited by Roger Warren for the 
Oxford Shakespeare. Oxford University 

Press, 320 pages, $7.95. 


Shakespeare Well- 
Versed: A Rhyming 
Guide to All His Plays 


By James Muirden. Illustrations by David 
Eccles. Walker & Company, 224 pages, $18. 


or nearly 400 years, William 

Shakespeare’s life has seemed so 

bland, so banal, so boring, some 
have concluded it must have been 
lived by a more interesting fellow, 
like Christopher Marlowe or the Earl 
of Oxford. Over the past decade, 
however, John Southworth’s Shake- 
speare the Player: A Life in the 
Theatre, Gerald O’Connor’s William 
Shakespeare: A Popular Life, and Park 
Honan’s Shakespeare: A Life have put 
the Bard back into his biography via 
improved research and some intelli- 
gent speculation. Now, Harvard pro- 
fessor Stephen Greenblatt, the gener- 
al editor of The Norton Shakespeare 
and the author of Hamlet in Purgato- 
ry, digs about in the dust with Will in 
the World: How Shakespeare Became 
Shakespeare, and though he forbears 
to move the Bard’s bones, he does 
shift them into a more coherent 
arrangement. It’s the bleakest por 
trait of Shakespeare that’s been 
painted so far, and almost certainly 
the truest. 

It’s Greenblatt’s world that makes 
his Will — that is, his Shakespeare 
emerges from the ground of Eliza- 
bethan England rather than hovering 
over it as a disembodied genius. The 
seeds from which Shakespeare grew 
are here Elizabethan drama (obvious 
but largely resisted by the Bard’s bi 
ographers and even some Shake 
speare scholars, who'd like to believe 
he’s above all that) and the putative 
Catholicism of his alcoholic father, 
John Shakespeare, in an England 
where religion ruled and where 
Catholicism (or the suspicion there 
of) was next to treason and the scaf- 
fold. Greenblatt’s Shakespeare is 
formed by English morality plays 
folk May Day celebrations, and 
Christmas mummers’ plays. What’s 
more, he was recommended, Green- 
blatt hypothesizes, as tutor to the 


himself. About the only knock 
against Shakespeare is that he didn’t 
write even more. Same problem with 
wealthy and influential Catholic Greenblatt. 
Alexander Hoghton, in Lancashire, 
where he might well have met the Je- 
suit martyr Thomas Campion. In 
1582, he returns to Stratford, gets 
Anne Hathaway pregnant, and mar- 
ries her. The chapter devoted to 
these events — “Wooing, Wed- 
ding, and Repenting” — makes 
no brief for Anne; in contrast to 
Gerald O’Connor, who holds 
out for her as the Bard’s intelli- 
gent helpmeet, Greenblatt sug- 
gests, “It is, perhaps, as much 
what Shakespeare did not write 
as much as what he did that 
seems to indicate something seri- 
ously wrong with his marriage.” 
That would be the view of wed- 
lock in the plays, from Goneril and 
Albany to Kate Percy and Hotspur 
to Portia and Brutus to Hermione 
and Leontes — not to mention All’s 
Well That Ends Well, Measure for 
Measure, Hamlet, Othello, and Mac- 
beth. And it’s the view in Shake- 
speare’s will, whose charge is his 
elder daughter (think Cordelia in 
Lear, Marina in Pericles, Miranda in 
The Tempest), Susanna, and where 
the bequest of a bed — the second- 
best one — is an afterthought. 

As to why Shakespeare left Strat- 
ford, Greenblatt points the familiar 
finger at Sir Thomas Lucy, but here 
the departure has less to do with 
poaching than with Sir Thomas’s role 
“as relentless pursuer of recusancy.” 
Will gravitates to London, where, 
mindful of Campion’s fate and the 
heads of “traitors” on Tower Gate, he 
keeps his peace; there he wit- 
nesses the immense triumph 
of Marlowe’s Tamburlaine and 
becomes part, after a fashion, 
of the theatrical circle of 
Thomas Watson and George 
Peele and Thomas Nashe and 
Robert Greene (who becomes 
an inspiration for Falstaff). You 
could wish for a more detailed 
explanation of Shakespeare’s 
involvement in the Henry VI 
plays, but you won't get it in a 
400-page biography. “Master- 
Mistress” is about the Sonnets 
(“The poet adores a man whom 
he cannot possess and desires a 
woman whom he cannot ad- 
mire”); succeeding chapters 
scythe a path through The Mer- 
chant of Venice (“Laughter at the 
Scaffold”), Hamlet (“Speaking 
with the Dead”), Macbeth (“Be- 
witching the King”), King Lear 
and thereafter (“The Triumph of 
the Everyday”). All Greenblatt’s 
acts are queens; what’s un- 
crowned is what has no throne, from 
The Taming of the Shrew and Love’s 
Labour’s Lost through Henry IV and V, 
All’s Well That End’s Well, Troilus and 
Cressida, Timon of Athens, Pericles, 
and the question of Shakespeare as 
collaborator. (I gather Greenblatt 
would give general approval to Brian 
Vickers’s Shakespeare, Co-Author, 
whose stylometry analyses show that 
the Bard didn’t have to be the Lone 
Ranger every time out.) Will in the 
World loses heart, and a little steam, 
after the death of Elizabeth and the 
accession of James I. But so did Will 


THE RELATIVE ABSENCE of Peri- 
cles in Will in the World is a little sur- 
prising: the emphasis on fathers and 
daughters speaks 





to Shakespeare’s rela- 
tionship with Susanna, and the line 
that Pericles speaks to Marina, “Thou 
that begett’st him that did thee 
beget,” echoes the beginning of St. 
Bernard’s prayer in the last canto of 
Dante’s Paradiso, “Figlia del tuo 
figlio,” and gives further credence to 
the Bard as closet Catholic. Pericles 
has for 400 years been a well-kept 
secret, in part because the only text, 


OXFORD WORLD'S CLASSICS 


THE OXFORD SHAKESPEARE 
PERICLES 





a 1609 quarto, is corrupt, the 
play didn’t make the First Folio, 
and doubts have never slept as 
to whether Shakespeare was the 
sole author. (That may be why 
it didn’t make the Folio, though 
the Shakespeare/Fletcher Henry 
VIII got in.) In their 1998 edi- 
tion for the New Cambridge 
Shakespeare, Doreen DelVec- 
chio and Antony Hammond 
tried to put those doubts back 
to sleep, rejecting “the critical 
orthodoxies that the text is seri- 
ously corrupt and that the play 
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is of divided authorship”; their “argu- 
ment,” however, consisted of patron- 
izing putdowns of such “trends” as 
stylometry and “disintegration,” not 
to mention outright fibs like saying 
that their view of Pericles “is far more 
enthusiastic than that of other edi- 
tors.” 

The two most recent editions of 
the play, by Suzanne Gossett for the 
Arden Shakespeare and Roger War- 
ren for the Oxford Shakespeare, are 
both enthusiastic about the play, and 
they also agree that the text is cor- 
rupt and that Shakespeare wrote Per- 
icles in collaboration with George 
Wilkins, who capitalized on his par- 
ticipation by getting his novel The 
Painful Adventures of Pericles Prince of 
Tyre published in 1608, soon after 
the play hit the boards and during 
one of the many periods when 
plague closed the London theaters. 
But whereas Warren endorses the 
1987 Oxford Shakespeare: Comedies 
edition of Gary Taylor and Stanley 


Wells, which drew liberally from 


Wilkins’s novel to reconstruct the 
text, Gossett tries to take a moderate 


view, suggesting, correctly, that the 


Oxford procedure pretty much guar- 


antees the addition of genuine 
Wilkins as well as genuine Shake- 


speare to the text. “Ultimately,” she 
concludes, “the difficulty for any edi- 
tor is to know where to stop.” 
Whether it was wise to defend the 
text where Lysimachus tries to tell 
Marina he’s not a regular brothel 
customer (“For me, be you 
bethoughten that I came/with no 
ill intent”) is another matter; War- 


ren goes even farther than Taylor and 
Wells to expand Marina’s part, in 
verse that is better than average 
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HOW SHAKESPEARE 


Shakespeare, whereby her transfor- 
mation of him resonates with the 
play’s theme of redemption. Warren’s 
is the only edition of Pericles to pro- 
vide the 1609 quarto text, so you can 
see what he’s added and decide for 
yourself what he should and should- 
n't have. His is hands down the best 
Pericles for under $10, but Shake- 
speare enthusiasts will want Gossett, 
too, and Pericles fanatics will need to 
examine DelVecchio and Hammond. 
It’s not just academic: stylometry ver- 
sus bardology isn’t so different from 
evolution versus creationism. When 
it comes to Shakespeare, there are 
important lessons to be learned from 
the way the man has survived the 
myths. 


PERICLES ALSO GETS ITS DUE 
in Shakespeare Well-Versed, where the 
play is the beneficiary of some of 
James Muirden’s most Bardic lines: 
Poor Pericles! I have to say 
You're in a rather downbeat 
play. ... 
But what must strike you extra 
hard 
Is learning that the Stratford 
Bard 
Wrote only 0.6 of you — 
At least, that is the scholars’ view; 
And worse than all of this, to 
know 
You're left out of the Folio! 
Muirden creates a plot summary in 
verse for each of Shakespeare’s 38 
plays. (Pericles gets its own; the John 
Fletcher collaborations Henry VIII 
and The Two Noble Kinsmen are 
lumped together.) His verse forms 
range from iambic tetrameter (as 
above, echoing some of the Gower 
choruses) to the Bard’s favored pen- 
tameter to hexameter Alexandrines 
for Antony and Cleopatra (“How- 
ever, this late tragedy is some- 
what grey in parts — /And 
Alexandria, you see, is where the 
story starts”) and even heptame- 
ter for Love’s Labour’s Lost (“Is 
Rosaline a sketch for the Dark 
Lady, who appears/In the Son- 
nets, also written in our poet’s 
early years?”). There’s perspicacity 
and personality as well as plot 
here; of Imogen’s “Where is thy 
head” in Cymbeline, Muirden 
writes: “(A line, I must admit, that 
made me blench/Even when spoken 
by Dame Judi Dench),” and he’s up 
on subtleties like Love’s Labour’s 
Lost’s possible relationship to Sir 
Walter Ralegh’s School of Night. (As 
for his King Lear lines “Edgar cooks 
Edmund’s goose with the ludicrous 
claim/That he wants Father’s title 
and lands,” one assumes this will be 
corrected in future editions; it is, of 
course, bastard Edmund who tries to 
cook legitimate Edgar’s goose.) But 
the real star of Shakespeare Well- 
Versed is illustrator David Eccles, 
who not only makes the historical 
kings look like their portraits but 
serves up a six-footed Egyptian 
jackal for Antony and Cleopatra, 
Duke Senior in a deck chair 
watching Sex and the City and Or- 
lando spraypainting “I ¥ Ros” on 
prop trees in As You Like It, King 
Lear’s Fool swinging around a 
lamp post like Gene Kelly in Singin’ 
in the Rain, Joan of Arc in a buzz 
cut and an “Iron Maid” breastplate 
in Henry VI Part 1, and a John 
McEnroe-ish Henry V holding a 
tennis ball and saying “you can not 
bee serious” and, on the same 
page, a butt drained of its sack and 
Falstaff’s cup turned over. If some 
publisher hired Eccles to illustrate 
editions of Shakespeare’s plays, per- 
haps more people would read the 
real thing. ia 
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Sittin’ on top 
of the world 


Getting inside Howlin’ Wolf 


BY TED DROZDOWSKI 


Moanin’ at Midnight: 
The Life and Times 
of Howlin’ Wolf 


By James Segrest and Mark Hoffman. 
Pantheon, 397 pages, $26.95. 


and became a national hitmaker as well 
as an indelible part of blues history. “For 
gigs with Wolf in Chicago, [drummer] 
Sam [Lay] got $15 a night, but took 
home $12 after taxes. In 1966, while 
playing with [harmonica player] James 
Cotton, Sam accidentally blew off one of 
his testicles when a loaded pistol dis- 
charged in his pants pocket during some 
particularly vigorous drumming. Sam was 
wearing the pistol on the bandstand to 
protect Cotton from a jealous rival. Be- 
cause of Wolf’s foresight, Sam drew un- 
employment for several months while re- 
cuperating.” And thanks to Woif, guitarist 
Hubert Sumlin, his creative foil, and other 


he blues that came out of the Chess 

Records studios in Chicago was fer- 

mented under wild conditions. It was 
a music born in recording sessions that 
sometimes came close to fistfights be- 
tween owner Leonard Chess and his 
artists, music sprung up from the ghettos 
of Chicago’s South and West Sides and the 
yoke of the Jim Crow 
South, where life was, to 
say the least, tough. No 
wonder recordings by 
Sonny Boy Williamson, 
Muddy Waters, and 
Howlin’ Wolf sound so 
untamed even today, 40- 
to 50-odd years later. Es- 
pecially the sides by Howlin’ Wolf, whose 
stage name boasted about the feral nature 
of his artistry. He had a mile-wide rasp of 
a voice that sounded like a dump truck 
pouring out gravel. And in live perform- 
ances, he yelped like an animal, crawled 
across stages and up curtains, and popped 
bug-eyed faces that gave the appearance 
of barely contained madness. 

Wolf is the latest progeny of Chess to 
become the subject of a biography, trail- 
ing Robert Gordon’s Can’t Be Satisfied: 
The Life and Time of Muddy Waters (Lit- 
tle, Brown) and Tony Glover, Scott Dirks, 
and Ward Gaines’s Blues with a Feeling: 
The Little Walter Story (Routledge) by 
two years. For Chess diehards, there’s 
also Sandra B. Tooz’s Muddy Waters 
(ECW), from 1997, and Nadine Cohodas’s 
Chess-label history, 2000’s Spinning Blues 
into Gold (St. Martin’s). 

Of all these, Moanin’ at Midnight is cer- 
tainly the warmest. It cuts through the 
mythology of Wolf as a bad-ass monster 
willing to throw all his six-and-a-half feet 
and 260 pounds around to find the 
wounded child within the bear of a man. 
Nonetheless, Howlin’ Wolf was a gent to 
be reckoned with. The authors say their 
research indicates he killed a man before 


He had a mile-wide rasp of a 
voice that sounded like a dump 
truck pouring out gravel. be 


survivors of his band still collect Social 
Security payments today. 

Howlin’ Wolf was illiterate but smart. He 
managed his business and his money well, 
but what he knew best was his artistry. Un- 
like Muddy Waters, Wolf arrived in Chica- 
go from the Delta with a fully formed elec- 
tric ensemble sound — as well as a pocket 
fat with cash and his own car 





— that he made the Chess brothers record 
intact. Soon he was as big a star as Muddy 
Water, then bigger. Authors James Segrest 
and Mark Hoffman, both veteran blues 
journalists, excel in explaining the makings 
of Wolf’s sound, chronicling sessions for 
such classic songs as “Commit a Crime,” 
which became a blistering staple of Stevie 
Ray Vaughan’s concerts almost note for 
note, and oft-covered gems like “Sittin’ on 
Top of the World” and “Smokestack Light- 
nin’.” When they need more expertise to il- 
lustrate a musical turn, they draw on vet- 
erans like Sumlin and harmonica player 
Billy Boy Arnold and a wide range of other 
musicians, including Boston-area-based 
blues stars Paul Rishell and Jerry Portnoy, 
who offer insightful analysis of Wolf’s 
sound, technique, and significance. 

The big man suffered from heart and 
kidney troubles late in his life, though 
he continued to play — even scheduling 
dates by their proximity to Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration hospitals so he could un- 
dergo dialysis on the road — until he 
was killed by a brain tumor in 1976, at 
age 65. During his last years, Wolf often 
declared he’d be better known after he 
was dead than during his lifetime. The 
proliferation of CD reissues of his 
recordings has made that a prophecy, at 
least for his music. Now, this book from 
Segrest and Hoffman ensures that Wolf 
the man will also be remembered, and 
remembered well. # 

































he made his exodus from the South in 
1953. But Wolf also spent much of his life 
trying to fill the hole in his heart caused 
by his parents’ rejection of him. As the 
man who was born Chester Burnett sang 
in one of his songs, he left home at 13, 
barefoot and crying. Wolf compensated 
by coddling his adoptive daughters, re- 
maining faithful to his wife, Lillie, and 
ruling his band with paternalism. 

One anecdote from Moanin’ at Mid- 
























night illustrates both Wolf’s progressive 
nature as an employer and the woolly en- 
vironment of the ’50s and early-’60s 
Chicago blues scene in which he thrived 


















UNTAMED: Moanin’ at Midnight cuts 
through the mythology of Wolf as a bad- 
ass monster to find the wounded child 

within the bear of a man. 
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_feadings 


@ THURSDAY 2 

ANITA DESAI reads from her The 
Zigzag Way at 6 p.m. at the Harvard In 
formation Center, 1350 Mass. Ave 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 661-1515 
JUNOT DIAZ reads from his Drown at 
7 p.m. at Emerson College 
Rm., 80 Boylston St., 
(617) 824-8500 
MARIA FLOOK reads from her Lux at 
7:30 p.m. at Newtonville Books, 296 
Walnut St., Newton. Free; (617) 244 
6619 

KAJI ASO STUDIO AND THE 
BOSTON HAIKU SOCIETY present 
Haiku and Renga forms of poetry at 
7 p.m. at the Prudential Center, Hunt 
ington Arcade, Winter Garden 
from 111 Huntington Office Building 
Boston. Free; (617) 247-1719 
MARGOT LIVESEY reads from her 
Banishing Verona at 7 p.m. at Brookline 
Booksmith, 279 Harvard St 
line. Free: (617) 566-6660 


@ FRIDAY 3 

DIRE SERIES READING & OPEN 
MIC with Jeannette Angell and David 
Wildman is at 8 p.m. at Out of the Blue 





Emerson 


Boston. Free 





icross 


Brook 


Gallery, 106 Prospect St., Cambridge 
Suggested donation $4-$5; (617) 354 
5287 


JOE MAZUR discusses his Euclid i 
the Rainforest: Discovering Univer 
Truth in Logic and Math at 7 p.m. at th 
BU Barnes & Noble, 660 Beacon St 
Boston. Free; (617) 267-8484 


@ SATURDAY 4 

POST ROAD 9 RELEASE CELEBRA- 
TION is at 5 p.m. at the Attic/Union 
Street Bar, 107 Union St., Newton 
Free; (617) 244-6619 

“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” 
with Deborah Priestly is at 8 p.m. at 
Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
St., Cambridge. Suggested donation 
$3-$5; (617) 354-5287 

CHRIS VAN ALLSBERG reads his 
The Polar Express at 2 p.m. at the Cam- 
bridge YMCA, 820 Mass. Ave., Cam 
bridge. Free; (617) 661-1515 
AMANDA EYRE WARD discusses her 
How To Be Lost at 3 p.m. at Borders, 85 
Worcester Rd., Framingham. Free; 
(508) 845-8720 


@ SUNDAY 5 

ALLEN GROSSMAN reads from his 
poetry at 8 p.m. at the Adams House 
LCR, 26 Plympton St., Cambridge. Do 
nation $3, $1.50 for students; (617) 
547-4648. 

LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM 
& JAM is at 7:30 p.m. at the Lizard 
Lounge, 1667 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Tickets $6; (617) 547-0759 

POETRY EXCHANGE hosted by 
Richard Moore is from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
the Harvard Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., 
3rd floor, Cambridge. Free; (617) 489 
0519 


@ MONDAY 6 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY CREATIVE 
WRITING PROGRAM FACULTY 
READING with Martha 
Leslie Epstein, Geoffrey Hill, Ha J 
Daphne Kalotay, Robert Pinsky, Dere} 





Cooley 


Walcott, and Rosanna Warren i 

7:30 p.m. at Jacob Sleeper Auditor 
um, College of General Studi 87 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Free 617 


353-2510 

SAMANTHA LAN CHANG AND 
RACHEL DeWOSKIN 
their work at 8 p.m. at the 
Center for Adult Education, 56 Brat 
tle St:, Cambridg 
547-6789 ext. 1 
SUSANNA CLARKE reads from he: 
Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norre it 
6:30 p.m. at the 
brary, Rabb Lecture Hall, Copley Sq 
Boston. Free; (617) 661-1515 
HARVEY COX reads from his When 
Jesus Came to Harvard Making M { 
Choices Today at 6:30 p.m 
Unitarian Church 
Ave. and Church St., 
Free; (617) 661-1515 
GRUB STREET RIOT ACT OPEN 
MIC is at 8:30 p.m. at Johnny D’s 
Holland St., Somerville. Tickets $ 
(617) 776-2004 

SOUTH BOSTON POETRY SLAM 
is at 8 p.m. at the Farragut House, P 
and 6th St., South Boston 
(617) 269-7090 
STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN 
MIC with Jack Powers is at 8 p.m. at 
Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
St., Cambridge. Suggested donation 
$4; (617) 227-0845 

DAVID THOMAS discusses his Ho 
Chi Minh: A Portrait at 7:30 p.m. at 
Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St., 
Newton. Free; (617) 796-1360 


A A ‘Gone 
read [from 


Cambrid 


Tickets $3; (61 


Boston Public L 


it the First 
corner of Mass 


Cambridge 


Tickets $5 
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@ TUESDAY 7 

KATHLEEN AGUERO, DAN TOBIN, 
AND JEAN MONAHAN read from 
their poetry at 7:30 p.m. at New 
tonville Books, 296 Walnut St., New 
ton. Free; (617) 244-6619 

PETE HAMILL reads from his Down 
town at 7 p.m. at Brookline Booksmith 
279 Harvard St., Brookline. Free; 
(617) 566-6660 


M@ WEDNESDAY 8 

GARY BASEMAN discusses his Duml 

Luck: The Art Baseman at 

7 p.m. at the Institute of Contemporary 

Art, 955 Boylston St Tickets 

$3; (617) 927-6620 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN 

MIC is at 8 p.m 
38 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., Cam 


bridge Tickets $ 617) 354-2685 


@ THURSDAY 9 
SUSAN EISENBERG AND DENISE 
BERGMAN tead from th 


f Gary 


, Boston 


it the Cantab Lounge 





1eir poetry at 


( 


).m. at the Cen juare Libra 
45 Pearl St., Cambridge. Free: (617 
49-4010 
NICK FLYNN reads from his Another 
Bullshit Night in Suck City at 7:30 p.m 


at Trident ler 388 Newbury 


Booksell 


St., Boston. Free; (617) 267-8688 
CHUCK HOGAN reads from his 
Prince of Thieves at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Charlestown Branch Library, 179 Main 
St., Charlestown. Free 617) 242 
1248 

ANN PARSON discusses her The Pr 


teus Effect: Stem Cells and Their Promise 

r Medicine at 7 p.m 
Books, Porter 
25 White St 
491-2220 
TARA BRAY SMITH reads from her 
West of Then at 7:30 p.m. at Trident 
Booksellers, 388 Newbury St., Boston 
Free; (617) 267-8688 


__talks_ 


@ THURSDAY 2 

“FROM ROUNDWORMS TO MAM- 
MALS: THE DISCOVERY OF HOR- 
MONES THAT CONTROL THE 
RATE OF AGING” is a lecture by 
Cynthia Kenyon at 4:30 p.m. at Har 
vard University, Askwith Lecture Hall, 
Radcliffe Yard, Cambridge. Free; (617) 
495-8600 

“SOVIET POETRY 1960-1980” is a 
lecture by Venianmin Smekhov at 
6:30 p.m. at the Institute of Contempo 
rary Art, 955 Boylston St., Boston 
Free; (617) 266-5152 


@ FRIDAY 3 

“AIDS: LEARNING FROM THE 
PAST, LOOKING TOWARD THE FU- 
TURE?” is a lecture by Pride Chigwedere 
at 7 p.m. at the Museum of Science, Sci 
ence Park, Boston. Free; (617) 589-0419 


@ SATURDAY 4 

“ART & POETRY IN A TIME OF 
TERROR?” is a discussion with David 
Shapiro and Peter Gizzi at 5 { 45 


b 


at Porter Square 
Center 


19 


Cambridge. Free; (61 


Square Shopping 





Carleton St., Rm. 111, Ca 
Free; www.analogo 
M@ SUNDAY 5 


“THE ART OF COMMUNICATING 
WITH EDITORS & PUBLISHERS” 
s a discussion with Barbara Beckwitl 


} 


Al Blanchard, and Shir 


Conteren Rm f 


Boston. Fre 61 Sé 


@ MONDAY 6 
“WHAT’S HAPPENED 
NEWS?” i lis 
Bradlee and 


TO THE 


at the John f 





Free; (61 14-1643 


@ WEDNESDAY 8 


“COMPELLED TO EXCEL: IMMI- 


GRATION, EDUCATION, & OP- 
PORTUNITY AMONG CHINESE 
AMERICANS” is a lecture by Vivian 
Shuh Ming Louie at 6 p at the Har 
vard Graduate School of Education, 
Askwith Lecture Hall, Appian Way 


Cambridge. Free; (617) 496-587: 
“DEATH, DOLLS, & DEFENSE: 
ABOUT LANDSCAPE?” is a discussion 


with photographer Barbara Norfleet 


and poet Sue Standing at 7 p.m. at the 
BU School of Communication, Rm 
101, 640 Comm. Ave., Boston. Free 
(617) 975-0600 


@ THURSDAY 9 

“THE CRISIS IN DARFUR?” i: 

ture by Jennifer Leaning, Alex de Waal 
Eric Reeves, and William Schulz at 
5:30 p.m. at the John F Kennedy Li 
brary and Museum, Columbia Pt 

Boston. Free; (617) 514-1643 
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concerts 
@ THURSDAY 2 
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY JAMES 
LEVINE performs Berlioz’s Roméo et 
Juliette, with mezzo-soprano Lorraine 
Hunt Lieberson, tenor Matthew Polen 
zani, and bass-baritone Julien Robbins, 
Thurs.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 
301 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets $27 
$105; (617) 266-1200 
GRAMERCY TRIO performs works by 
Schnittke, Turina, Schumann, and Fred 
Hersch at 8 p.m. at Longy School of 
Music, 27 Garden St., Cambridge. Tick 
ets $15, $10 for students, seniors; 
419) 494-9099 
VERED REZNIK AND JOACHIM 
WOITUN present “German and Israeli 
Composers on Jewish Themes,” with 
works for piano and cello by 
Beethoven, Bruch, Stutchevsky, Ben 
Haim, and Mendelssohn, at 7:30 p.m 
at the Goethe-Institut, 170 Beacon St., 
Boston. Donations accepted; (617 
262-6050 
PHILIPP STAUDLIN AND JOHN 
McDONALD perform works for saxo 
and piano by Abigail Al-Doory 
Jason Coleman, Nathan Curtis, Felipe 
Lara, John McDonald, Marco Visconti 
Prasca, Warren Weberg, and others at 
Tufts University, Alumnae 
a 40 Talbot St., Medford. Free; 
617) 627-4042 
THREE IRISH TENORS present 
“Christmas in Dublin” Thurs.-Sat. at 
7:30 p.m. at the Cutler Majestic The 
atre, 219 Tremont St., Boston. Tickets 
$20-$65; (800) 233-3123 


@ FRIDAY 3 

BANK OF AMERICA CELEBRITY 
SERIES presents “What Makes It 
Great” with Robert Kapilow and the 
Handel and Haydn Society in excerpts 





phone 


8 p.n at 


NOT JUST BALLET: Jonathan McPhee shows off his consid- 


(781) 237-0153 

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA CAM- 
ERATA performs at 12:15 p.m. at Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St., 
Boston. Donations accepted; (617) 
536-0944 ext. 376 

YING QUARTET performs works by 
Turina, Villa-Lobos, D’Rivera, Gi 
nastera, and Piazzolla at 8 p.m. at Har 
vard-Epworth Church, 1555 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 496-2222 
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY JAMES 
LEVINE. See listing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 4 

BRANDEIS EARLY MUSIC ENSEM- 
BLE presents “Greek Revival” at 8 p.m 
at Slosberg Recital Hall, 415 South St., 
Waltham. Tickets $10, $5 for students, 
seniors; (781) 736-3400 

HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY JOHN FINNEY 
performs Handel's Messiah Sat.-Sun. at 
3 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 301 Mass 
Ave., Boston. Tickets $30-$77; (617) 
266-4048. ‘ 
HARVARD-RADCLIFFE CHORUS 
AND BRATTLE STREET CHAMBER 
PLAYERS present “Mozart in 
Salzburg” at 8 p.m. at Sanders Theatre, 
45 Quincy St., Cambridge. Tickets $14 
$16, $7-$8 for students, seniors; (617) 
496-2222 

LEWIN-MURESANU DUO performs 
works by Prokofiev and Franck at 
8 p.m. at Seully Hall, 8 the Fenway, 
Boston. Free; (617) 536-6340 
LONGWOOD SYMPHONY OR- 
CHESTRA CONDUCTED BY 
JONATHAN McPHEE performs Wal- 
ton’s Crown Imperial, Wieniawski’s Vio- 
lin Concerto No. 2, with Ayano Ni- 
nomiya, and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony 
No. 6 (Pathétique) at 8 p.m. at Jordan 
Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., Boston. 
Tickets $25, $15 for students, seniors; 
(508) 877-3928 


TOM KATES 





erable Tchaikovsky expertise when he leads the Longwood 
Symphony in the Pathétique this Saturday. 


from Handel's Messiah at 8 p.m. at Jor 
dan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., Boston 
Tickets $25; (617) 482-6661 

BOSTON CECILIA presents “A Euro 
pean Christmas,” with works by 
Stravinsky, Arvo Part, William Walton, 
Nicholas White, and Peter Wishart, Fri 
at 8 p.m. at the Church of the Advent, 
30 Brimmer St., Boston, and Sun. at 
3 p.m. at All Saints Parish, 1773 Bea- 
con St., Brookline. Tickets $15-$40; 
(617) 232-4540 

BOSTON CONSERVATORY 
WOMEN’S CHORUS performs works 
by Benjamin Britten at 8 p.m. at Seully 
Hall, 8 the Fenway, Boston. Free; (617) 
536-6340 

CALLITHUMPIAN CONSORT per 
forms Cornelius Cardew’s Treatise at 
7 p.m. at Zeitgeist Gallery, 1353 Cam- 
bridge St., Cambridge. Suggested dona- 
tion $10; (617) 876-6060, 

KAJI ASO STUDIO presents opera 
highlights at noon at the Prudential 
Center, Center Court, Mall Level, Hunt 
ington Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 247 
1719 

MIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA per 
forms Harbison’s Partita, Ravel’s Rap 
sodie espagnole, Debussy’s La mer, and 
Mozart's Adagio and Fugue in C minor 
it 8 p.m. at Kresge Auditorium, 48 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $5; 
(617) 253-9800 

MUSIC ON MARLBOROUGH pres- 
ents works by Beethoven at 6:30 p.m 
at the First and Second Church, 66 
Marlborough St., Boston. Tickets $15; 


MIT WIND ENSEMBLE presents 
“Folk Song Revelers and Revelations” at 
8 p.m. at Kresge Auditorium, 48 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 
253-9800 

SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY CHO- 
RUS performs works by Vivaldi, Elie 
Siegmeister, and Rufus Wheeler at 
4 p.m. at North Prospect Church, 1803 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Suggested do- 
nation $8, $4 for students, seniors; 
(617) 741-4053 

YOUTH PRO MUSICA performs Ben- 
jamin Britten’s St. Nicolas Cantata at 
8 p.m. at Tufts University, Cohen Audi- 
torium, Talbot Ave., Medford. Tickets 
$8, $5 for students; (617) 627-2253. 
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY JAMES 
LEVINE. See listing for Thurs 


@ SUNDAY 5 

CANTILENA performs music for the 
holidays by William Mathias, Gyorgy 
Orban, Egil Hovland, Imant Raminsh, 
John Rutter, Gregg Smith, Eleanor Daley, 
and Kenneth Seitz at 3 p.m. at the First 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 630 
Mass, Ave., Arlington. Tickets $15, $10 
for students, seniors; (781) 648-2019 
CONCORD ORCHESTRA CON- 
DUCTED BY RICHARD PITTMAN 
performs Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf 
and works by Schumann and Antheil at 
2 and 4 p.m. at 51 Walden St., Con- 
cord. Tickets $13, $11 for seniors, $9 
for students, children; (978) 369-4967. 
MOMUS TROMBONE QUARTET 











by David Weininger 


Benjamin Britten 
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t's a given that literature has 

served as the muse for much 
of the great music of the West. 
What we know as classical 
music came largely from the 














music, and literary products of 
every stripe have served com- 
posers as inspiration ever 
since. And composers can re- 








variety of forms, and with a 
sometimes puzzling array of 
artistic strategies. Hot on the 









es of Berlioz’s Roméo et Juli 
ette, next week’s events show 
the diversity of literary music. 
The most direct encounter 
between a story and music is 











posers chose their sources as 
carefully as Benjamin Britten. 
Having just set Melville’s Bi//y 
Budd, he composed The Turn 
of the Screw in a few months 
for the 1954 Venice Biennale. 

















tling short story doesn’t seem 
like a natural for an operatic 
setting — two characters are 
ghosts and have no words — 












performs works by Mouret, Hassler, 
Bartok, Arcadelt, Bach, Pederson, and 
Ellington at 3 p.m. at the Parish of the 
Messiah, 1900 Comm. Ave., Newton. 
Donations accepted; (423) 967-1938. 

MUSICIANS FROM MARLBORO 
performs works by Bach, Kurtag, and 
Brahms at 1:30 p.m. at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum, 280 the 
Fenway, Boston. Tickets $35; (617) 
566-1401. 

PETER SYKES performs works for 
piano and clavichord by Haydn, Tiirk, 
and Beethoven at 4 p.m. at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $24-$30; (617) 267- 
9300. 

RENAISSONICS present “Carols for 
Dancing” at 8 p.m. at St. Peter’s Episco 
pal Church, 838 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $15, $10 for students, 
seniors; (617) 661-8097 

TRUDI VAN SLYCK gives a piano 
recital with works by Haydn and 
Nicholas Van Slyck at 5 p.m. at Longy 
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The tone of language 


A weekend full of literary music 


desire to set sacred scripture to 


spond to great writing in a wide 


heels of the BSO’s performanc- 


opera, of course, and few com- 


Although Henry James's unset- 


the composer's friend Myfanwy 





Piper wrote such a dramatical- 
ly involving libretto that it’s 
now counted among Britten’s 
best texts. The Turn of the 
Screw is also one of his most 
rigorously constructed pieces 
of music: the entire opera is 
based on a 12-note theme, 
and each scene and its accom- 
panying instrumental interlude 
constitute a variation on the 
theme. The variations also 
heighten the psychological 
edge of James's sinister tale, 
much as similar musical pro- 
cedures do in Berg’s Wozzeck. 
New England Conservatory 
Opera Theater gives three per- 
formances of the work, De- 
cember 10 through 12, at the 
Cutler Majestic Theatre. John 
Greer conducts the all-student 
cast and orchestra and David 
Gately directs. Tickets are a 
steal at $15; call the Majestic 
box office at (617) 824-8000. 

If opera is the logical set- 
ting for prose, then the com- 
poser’s obvious response to 
poetry is the song, and few re- 
sponded to verse with greater 
skill and subtlety than Schu- 
bert. During his lifetime, 


School of Music, 27 Garden St., Cam- 
bridge. Donations accepted; (617) 492- 
8105 

VIENNA CHOIR BOYS present a 
holiday program with works by Gio- 
vanni Nascus, Schtitz, Mendelssohn, 
Mozart, and Schumann plus holiday 
carols and folk songs from Austria at 
3 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsbor- 
ough St., Boston. Tickets $41-$51; 
(617) 482-6661 

BOSTON CECILIA. See listing for Fri 
HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY JOHN FINNEY. 
See listing for Sat 


@ TUESDAY 7 

BOSTON CONSERVATORY 
CHORALE performs works by 
Beethoven at 8 p.m. at St. Cecilia’s 
Church, 18 Belvidere St., Boston. Free; 
(617) 536-6340. 

BRANDEIS CHAMBER MUSIC EN- 
SEMBLE performs works by Dvorak, 
Fauré, Brahms, Schumann, and Schu- 


Schubert was known as a 
supreme composer of lieder; 
only after his death was his 
supremacy in other genres rec- 
ognized. It’s not clear whether 
the song “Der Tod und das 
Madchen” (“Death and the 
Maiden”) would be so well re- 
membered had Schubert not 
used it as the basis for a set of 
variations in his best string 
quartet, the D-minor, which 
now carries the song as its 
title. Mahler made a popular 
arrangement of the quartet for 
string orchestra; that along 
with the original song and 
works by Handel (Concerto 
Grosso Opus 6 No. 5) and 
Shostakovich (the spiky Con- 
certo for Piano, Trumpet, and 
Strings) will be on display in 
the New England String En- 
semble’s concert at Jordan 
Hall next Friday, December 
10, at 8 p.m. Susan Davenny 
Wyner conducts this Bank of 
America Celebrity Series “Mar- 
quee Event,” for which tickets 
are $25 to $38; call (617) 
482-6661. 

It’s no surprise that Rainer 
Maria Rilke’s poems — strict 


bert at 7 p.m. at Slosberg Recital Hall, 
415 South St., Waltham. Free; (781) 
736-3400. 

KATHRYN MANNYNG presents “A 
Celtic Holiday Garland” of harp music 
at 12:15 p.m. at King’s Chapel, 58 
Tremont St., Boston. Suggested dona- 
tion $3; (617) 227-2155. 

BERENIKA ZAKRZEWSKI performs 
piano works by Beethoven and Schu- 
mann at 11 a.m. at the College Club, 44 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Tickets $7; (617) 
267-4666. 


mi WEDNESDAY 8 

ALEA III performs works by Reiko Ya- 
mada, Sabang Cho, Danny McIntyre, 
Ivana Lisak, Mark Berger, Pedro Malpi- 
ca, and Yiorgos Vassilandonakis at 
8 p.m. at the Tsai Performance Center, 
685 Comm. Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 
353-3340. 

NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY 
SINFONIETTA performs at 8 p.m. at 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., 





and lyrical, distant and 
poignant — have captured the 
imagination of so many con- 
temporary composers, among 
them Donald Martino, Peter 
Lieberson, and Einojuhani 
Rautavaara. Harrison Birtwistle, 
one of Britain’s most important 
living composers, is the latest 
to take up the Rilke mantle, 
though in a rather unconven- 
tional way. His Orpheus Elegies 
consists of 26 aphoristic pieces 
that respond to and reflect vari- 
ous parts of the Sonette an Or- 
pheus. The vast majority of 
them are instrumental duets for 
oboe and harp, though, and 
only half a dozen set Rilke’s 
words to music. That may seem 
like a missed opportunity given 
the riches of Rilke’s language, 
and it’ll be interesting to see 
whether Birtwistle’s bristlingly 
inventive music can carry the 
ideas. The Orpheus Elegies will 
be at the centerpiece of a 
Birtwistle program presented by 
the Harvard Music Department 
that will include Nenia: The 
Death of Orpheus, Harrison’s 
Clocks, and Verses for Solo 
Piano. That's also on December 
10 at 8 p.m., at Harvard's 
Paine Concert Hall, in the 
Music Department building in 
the Law School Yard. And it’s 
free; call (617) 495-2791. 

All right, Beethoven's cello 
sonatas don’t have anything to 
do with literature. But like so 
many of the works from each 
period of his composing ca- 
reer, each has a firm sense of 
varrative of plot, complica- 
tion, and resolution — all its 
own. That's especially true of 
the A-major Sonata Opus 69, 
one of the underrated works of 
his middle period. It’s on the 
first installment of a two-con- 
cert program of Beethoven’s 
complete cello and piano 
works at the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum next Sunday, 
December 12. (The second 
concert follows on December 
19.) The combination of the 
rich tone of Steven Isserlis’s 
cello and Robert Levin's peri- 
od fortepiano should make for 
a fascinating journey. That’s at 
1:30 p.m., and tickets are 
$20 (which includes museum 
admission); call (617) 278- 
5150. @ 





Boston. Free; (617) 585-1122. 


@ THURSDAY 9 
BOSTON CONSERVATORY WIND 
ENSEMBLE performs works by Gun- 
ther Schuller, Steven Burke, and Schul- 
hoff at 8 p.m. at the Boston Conserva- 
tory Theater, 31 Hemenway St., 
Boston. Free; (617) 536-6340. 
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED BY JAMES LEVINE 
performs Schoenberg’s Verkldrte Nacht, 
Messiaen’s Et exspecto resurrectionem 
mortuorum, Stravinsky’s Symphonies of 
Wind Instruments, and Bart6k’s Music 
for Strings, Percussion, and Celesta at 
8 p.m. at Symphony Hall, 301 Mass. 
Ave., Boston. Tickets $27-$105; (617) 
266-1200. 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY WIND EN- 
SEMBLE performs works by Bern- 
stein, Ticheli, Reed, Schmitt, and 
Richard Strauss at 8 p.m. at the Tsai 
Performance Center, 685 Comm. Ave., 
Boston. Free; (617) 353-3349. 
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events 





@ FRIDAY 3 

CRAFTS AT THE CASTLE is an exhi- 
bition and sale of multimedia art Fri.- 
Sat. from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sun 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Castle at 
Park Plaza, Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Tickets $15, $12 for seniors; (617) 
523-6400 ext. 5987 


@ SATURDAY 4 

CULTURAL SURVIVAL INDIGE- 
NOUS ARTISAN BAZAAR with Ti- 
betan and West African food, fabric 
from Bali, Guatemalan glass, African 
carvings, Maasai and Navajo jewelry, 
Thai silk, Middle Eastern rugs, plus per- 
formances and food is Sat. from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sun. from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Pound Hall, 1356 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
441-5400. 

YOUTH ANTI-WAR RALLY & 
MARCH is at 1. p.m. on Boston Com- 
mon, Boston. Free; (617) 230-0505. 
CRAFTS AT THE CASTLE. See listing 
for Fri. 


@ SUNDAY 5 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS OWN 
SPECTACULAR MAGIC COMPANY” 
perform at 3 p.m. at the Cabot St. Cine- 
ma Theatre, 286 Cabot St., Beverly. 
Tickets $15, $10 for children under 12; 
(978) 927-3677 

CRAFTS AT THE CASTLE. See listing 
for Fri. 

CULTURAL SURVIVAL INDIGE- 
NOUS ARTISAN BAZAAR. See list- 
ing for Sat. 


holidays 


@ THURSDAY 2 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY with Atlantic Canadian 
group Drum is at 7 p.m. on Boston 
Common, Boston. Free; (617) 635- 
4000. 


@ FRIDAY 3 

MILTON ART MUSEUM HOLIDAY 
ART SALE & OPEN HOUSE with 
paintings, photography, jewelry, draw- 
ings, sculpture, and more is Fri. from 7 
to 9 p.m. and Sat. from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the First Congregational 
Church, 495 Canton Ave., Milton. Free; 
(617) 698-6112. 


@ SATURDAY 4 
GERMAN CHRISTKINDL- 
MARKT FAIR a traditional Ger- 
man holiday market with music, 
food, wares, and more is from 
noon to 5 p.m. at the German In- 
ternational School, 54 Essex St., 
Cambridge. Free; (617) 497-8454. 
LE MARCHE DE NOEL 
CHRISTMAS FAIR with French 
luxury items including candles, 
foods, decorations, linens, and 
more is from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the French Library and Cultural 
Center, 53 Marlborough St., 
Boston. Free; (617) 912-0400. 
MILTON ART MUSEUM HOLI- 
DAY ART SALE & OPEN 
HOUSE. See listing for Fri. 


@ SUNDAY 5 

BOSTON COLLEGE CONCERT 
BAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
is at 3 p.m. at Boston College, 
Irish Room, Gasson Hall, 140 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 
552-3018 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR with local 
artists, crafters, and live world music is 
from noon to 6 p.m. at the Brazilian 
Cultural Center of New England, 310 
Webster St., Cambridge. Free; 
547-5343. 


@ MONDAY 6 

GLASS LAB HOLIDAY SALE is from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at MIT, Lobby 10, 77 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
253-5309. 

MASSART HOLIDAY SALE with 








(617) 


THURSDAY 2: Brian Burkhardt’s 


"ye specimen #021904 at the SMFA 





work by over 150 artists in ceramics, 
glass, painting, prints, photography, 
fiber, jewelry, and more is Mon.-Thurs 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at MassArt, 
Tower Bldg. Lobby, 621 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Free; (617) 879-7710. 


@ TUESDAY 7 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR” meets Tues.-Sat. at 
3 p.m. at Starbucks, corner of Boylston 
and Berkeley Sts., Boston. Tickets $40; 
(617) 732-3920. 

GLASS LAB HOLIDAY SALE. See 
listing for Mon 

MASSART HOLIDAY SCALE. See 
listing -for Mon 


m@ WEDNESDAY 8 

HOLIDAY KICK-OFF with perform- 
ances, theatrical presentations, and re- 
freshments is from 4 to 9:45 p.m. at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Donations accepted; 
(617) 369-3298. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Tues. 

MASSART HOLIDAY SCALE. 
listing for Mon. 


@ THURSDAY 9 

BEACON HILL HOLIDAY STROLL 
with shopping, food, caroling, and a 
tree lighting is from 5 to 9 p.m. along 
Charles and Mt. Vernon Sts., Beacon 
Hill, Boston. Free; (617) 720-7888 
HONAH LEE HOLIDAY EXTRAVA- 
GANZA a showcase of local music, 
merchandise, art, and entertainment 
with Through the Keyhole Burlesque, 
the Boston League of Women Wrestlers, 
the Campaign for Real Time, Heywood 
Wakefield, plus artists Salty Dave, Joe 
Keinberger, Darcy Scanlon & Matt 
Ashare, Innerbling, Carly Weaver, Kate 
Ledogar, and others is from 7 to 
11 p.m. at the Jorge Hernandez Cultur- 
al Center, 85 West Newton St., Boston 
Tickets $8; (617) 927-0061. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Tues. 

MASSART HOLIDAY SCALE. See 
listing for Mon. 


benefits 


@ THURSDAY 2 
SCHOOL OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE 
ARTS DECEMBER SALE to benefit stu- 


See 





THURSDAY 9: Honah Lee 
Holiday Extravaganza 





dent scholarships features thousands of 
works in all media and price ranges by 
SMFA alumni, faculty, staff, and students, 
Thurs. from noon to 8 p.m. and Fri.-Sun 
from noon to 6 p.m. at 230 the Fenway, 
Boston. Free; (617) 267-6100 

“LOVE FOR SALE CELEBRITY 
AUCTION” TO BENEFIT THE 
LEUKEMIA & LYMPHOMA SOCI- 
ETY is at 7 p.m. at the Harp, 85 Cause- 
way St., Boston. Tickets $20; (617) 
269-3104. 


ZOCLL 


@ FRIDAY 3 

SNOWBALL TO BENEFIT 12 
BOSTON YOUTH BENEFICIARY 
ORGANIZATIONS is a black-tie 
event with NovaKane, DJ Ed Foley, 
and Boston City Lights at 9 p.m. at the 
Boston Park Plaza Hotel, Arlington 
St., Boston. Tickets $70; (617) 333- 


0327. 
@ SATURDAY 4 
BOOK SALE TO BENEFIT 


BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY is from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Boston Public 
Library, Mezzanine Conference Rm., 
Copley Sq., Boston. Hardcovers $1, 
paperbacks 50 cents; (617) 536-5400 
ext. 2341 

FOLK DANCING & CONCERT TO 
BENEFIT GRACE ARTS with the 
Gogofski Trio, Skordailia, Zdravets, 
Turgay Erturk, and Rakiya is at 7 p.m 
at Grace Church, 56 Magazine St., 
Cambridge. Tickets $12; (617) 233- 
6691. 

GIFT IT UP! ALTERNATIVE GIFT 
FAIR in which shoppers make gifts to 
a range of non-profits is from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Arlington Street 
Church, 351 Boylston St., Boston 
Free; (617) 921-0019 

JAZZ CONCERT TO BENEFIT VI- 
SIONS, INC. with Lou Donaldson, 
Andre Ward, the Berklee City Music All 
Star Ensemble, and the Boston Arts 
Academy Jazz Band is at 7 p.m. at the 


Berklee Performance Center, 136 
Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets $35.50- 
$55.50; (617) 931-2000 

@ TUESDAY 7 


BILLIARDS FOR BOOKS TO BEN- 
EFIT READBOSTON is at 6 p.m. at 
the Rack, 24 Clinton St., Boston. Tick- 
ets $15; (617) 918-5289 

MAGIC IN THE CITY TO BENEFIT 
THE BOSTON BALLET’S THE 
NUTCRACKER is at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Colonial Theatre, 106 Boylston St., 
Boston. Tickets $75-$5,000; (617) 
456-6246 


gay & lesbian 


@ THURSDAY 2 
LESBIAN BUDDHIST BOOK 
GROUP is at 7 p.m. at the Women’s 
Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge. 
Free; (617) 354-6394. 


@ SATURDAY 4 

COMING OUT DISCUSSION 
FOR WOMEN is at 11 a.m. at 
The Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant 
St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 354- 
8807 
GLITTER SWITCH DRAG 
KARAOKE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Club Hollywood Boston, 41 Essex 
St., Boston. Tickets $5; (617) 
417-0186. 


@ MONDAY 6 
LESBIAN RAP is at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant 
St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 354- 
8807. 
LIVING ART GROUP for les- 
bian, bisexual, transgender, or 
queer women, 13-25, is from 6 to 
8 p.m. at Boston GLASS Commu- 
nity Center, 93 Mass Ave., 3rd 
floor, Boston. Free; (617) 266- 
3349. 
SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION 
GROUP FOR LGBT YOUNG 
ADULTS 18-25 is at 7 p.m. at 
Boston GLASS Community Center, 
93 Mass. Ave., third floor, Boston 
Free; (617) 266-3349 





@ TUESDAY 7 

BISEXUAL WOMEN’S RAP is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Women’s Center, 46 
Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
354-8807 


@ THURSDAY 9 
OVER 30 MULTICULTURAL LES- 
BIAN RAP is at 7 p.m. at the Women’s 
Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge 
Free; (617) 354-8807. 


Boston Fitness & Swim Club 
DECEMBER SPECIAL 


cowMiT TO GET FIT THIS WINTER 


39 Dalton Street, Boston, MA 02199 (617)375-6512 
www.mhcclubs.com 
(Located on the fifth floor of the Sheraton Boston Hotel) 


$ 0 DOWN (REG. $199) 
$ 649/YEAR (REG. $799) 


“PLUS ONE MONTH FREE* 
Add a second person only $499 














































LARGEST INDOOR/OUTDOOR POOL WITH RETRACTABLE ROOFTOP 


Customized Personal Training Programs 
/ Aqua Aerobics / Pool Side Dining 
Sauna / Jacuzzi / Open Air Sun Deck / Free Weights 
Flex Equipment / Elliptical Cross Trainers / Life Cycles / Treadmills 
Stairmasters / Rowing Machine / Locker Rooms/All Amenities Included 
Towel Service / Access to All Six MHC Health Clubs 


GET MOTIVATED, STAY MOTIVATED 









































































MIT List Visual Arts Center 


October 7—December 31, 2004 


Cerith Wyn Evans: Thoughts unsaid, now forgotten... 


Body Parts—A Self-Portrait by John Coplans 





More info. http://web.mit.edu/lvac 
617.253.4680 


Yael Bartana: Three Works 
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@ GET SHORTY: Short-story collections to 
warm the hearth 


@ BLACKSTOCKINGS TO BLUESTOCKINGS: 
New books for women 


@ THIS IS YOUR BRAIN ON BOOKS: Get your 
facts straight with this season’s reading 
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the Einstein 


Almanac 
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Che Einstein 
Almanac 
Alice Calaprice 


“A really fun book— 
the type that can be 
opened at any page and 
read enjoyably.” 
—Jonathan Bagger, 
The Johns Hopkins 


University 


Sea Turtles 


A Complete Guide to Their Biology, 


Behavior, and Conservation 


James R. Spotila 


A foremost marine biologist offers a 
compelling account of sea turtles and 


the fight to save these graceful 


creatures from extinction. Illustrated 
with stunning color photographs by 


the world’s leading nature photo- 


graphers. 








SE ATURTLES 


NSE RVATION 


Depth perception 





Platypus 

The Extraordinary Story of How a 
Curious Creature Baffled the World 
Ann Moyal 


PLAT YPUS 


ANN MOYAL 
“If any animal has mystery and 


charisma, it is the platypus. This 
book tells its story, and it’s a winner.” 
—David Penny, Nature 





Hope and Despair 
How Perceptions of the Future Shape 
Human Behavior 

Anthony Reading, M.B., B.S., 
M.PH., Sc.D. 


“Reading's volume is a unique and 
major contribution coming from a 
unique, multifaceted scholar.” 
—Solomon H. Snyder, M.D., 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 


Combating 
Proliferation 

Strategic Intelligence and Security Policy 
Jason D. Ellis and Geoffrey D. Kiefer 


Two defense policy specialists find 
disturbing tends in the collection 
and analysis of intelligence and its 
use in security policy. 


Planning Paris 
before Haussmann 
Nicholas Papayanis 


“A new and intriguing focus on 
concepts of urban development that 
predated Haussmann’s plans for the 
urban renewal of Paris.” 


Fortress of the Soul 
Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life 
in the Huguenots’ New World, 


1517-1751 -——Rachel Fuchs, 

Neil Kamil ' Arizona State University 
“An absolutely brilliant, seminal, 

forefront work.” 


-——John P. Demos, Yale University 





Faces of the Civil War 


be Mn of Union Soldiers and Their Stores 


RONALD 8. CODDINGTON 





Bathsheba’s Breast’ 
Women, Cancer, and History 
James S$. Olson 


“An engaging historical survey of the 


_ interplay between the science of 


breast cancer and the wider culture 
of which it is a part.” 

—Richard Horton, 

Times Literary Supplement 


The Artisan of Ipswich 
Craftsmanship and Community 

in Colonial New England 

Robert Tarule 


“Tarule brings an extremely analyti- 
cal eye and a wealth of woodworking 
experiences to the task of unwrap-_ 
ping a seventeenth-century chest.” 
—Edward S. Cooke, Jr., 

Yale University 


Deep Down Things 


Astronomical 
Enigmas 
Life on Mars, the Star of Bethlehem, 


Faces of the Civil War aid Other Mille Way Mysteries 


An Album of Union Soldiers Mark R. Kidger 
and Their Stories ‘ f f teh 
Ren Coddington terrific way for anyone with an 


insatiable curiosity about the skies to 
find out how much we know about 
our solar system—and how much 
there still is to learn. 


with a foreword by Michael Fellman 


“A tour-de-force. The cartes de visite 
of soldiers proudly posed in their 
uniforms and the narratives of their 
lives enable the reader to better 
understand the grim realities that 
confronted Civil War soldiers and 
sailors.” 

—Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian 
Emeritus, National Park Service 


The Breathtaking Beauty of Particle Physics 
Bruce A. Schumm 
“An ambitious and very successful 
non-mathematical description of the 
nature and significance of she world 

of elementary particles and forces.” 
—NMartin Perl, 

winner of the Nobel Prize in Physics 





Race, Culture, and 

the Intellectuals, 

| 1940-1970 

| Richard H. King 

| “King displays a dazzling range 
erudition.” | 
—Clarence E. Walker, 

_ University of California, Davis 
Weodrvas Wikeon: Center Pres 
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| Stories to warm the holiday hearth. Overwhelmed by the number of cookbooks on the shelves? 
Let seasonal movies be your guide. 


@ Stocking the shelves 
BM Got knowledge? 
Re: IE oni io cans eae page 6 
s.r en page 12 


Choose from haute or cool in a publishing season friendly 
to bluestockings and blackstockings alike. Brainy compendiums and a know-it-all's memoir will 
help you get your facts straight. 





new from the mit press 


THE INTERVENTIONISTS a 
Users’ Manual for the ction 
Creative Disruption of Everyday Life —_— 


Edited by Nato Thompson and Gregory Sholette 


Art that is exciting, politically provocative, unexpected and inspiring. 
This is the art of the interventionists, who trespass into the 
everyday world to raise our awareness of injustice and other social 
problems. The interventionists, which accompanies an exhibit at 
MASS MoCA, serves as a handbook to this new and varied work. 


152 pp., 100 color illus. $25.00 cloth, ISBN O-262-20150-X 


SUBTITLES 


On the Foreignness of Film 
Edited by Atom Egoyan and lan Balfour 


“Every film is a foreign film,” Atom Egoyan and fan Balfour tell us 
in their introduction to Subtitles. How, then, to translate the 
experience of film — which, as Egoyah says, makes us “feel 
outside and inside at the same time”? Taking subtitles as their 
point of departure, the 32 contributors to this unique collection 
consider translation, foreignness, and otherness in film culture. 


copublished by The MIT Press and Alphabet City Media 
544 pp., 118 illus., 77 color, $35.00, cloth, ISBN 0-262-05078-1 
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Margaret Lawhon 






A compelling 






fictional 









account of how 





a bioterrorist 





plot could 







become one of 






Margaret Lawhon 





America’s worst 







nightmares 





GEHRY DRAWS 


Edited by Mark Rappolt and Robert Violette 
Commentary by Frank O. Gehry, Edwin Chan 
and Craig Webb 


Everyone knows what the distinctive curves and fines of Frank 
Gehry's buildings look like. But where do they come from? 

Gehry has described drawing as his way of “thinking aloud”; Gehry 
Draws traces that thinking through 32 major projects, providing a 
privileged view of the creative practice of a master architect. 







""..Lawhon’s writing is engaging and real 
a testament to her years of 


; ‘ ee ” 
experience in television news. 
- Gary Fleder, 
Film Director, Runaway Jury 









; published in association with Violette Editions. 
eo , 496 pp., 950 illus., $50.00, cloth, ISBN 0-262-182416 


these and other great boo! 


available at the mit press bookstore 
| 292 main st., kendall square, cambridge, (617) 253-5249 
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Short but sweet 


Stories to warm the holiday hearth 


BY RICCO VILLANUEVA SIASOCO 


HE UNDERLYING meaning of the word 

“collection” — in contrast to, say, a ran- 

dom bunch of stuff — is that a collection 
somehow bestows critical mass and impor- 
tance upon a group. Think of the collection of 
Egyptian art at the Museum of Fine Arts or, in 
a more literary vein, Viadimir Nabokov’s 
daunting collection of butterflies, painstaking- 
ly catalogued, their delicate wings preserved 
in bold hues of gold and blue. Take a look 
around your own space: you’re probably col- 
lecting a jar of loose change or shelves of 
books too numerous to read in this lifetime. 

The holidays bear their own kind of col- 
lections: tree ornaments and trimmings dug 
out of coat closets, or December’s sound- 
track of “I’m Dreaming of a White Christ- 
mas” and “Here Comes Santa Claus,” 
plucked from back-row status on your CD 
rack. We’re a community of collectors, look- 
ing for the next new thing to 
add to our Amazon wish lists. 

Just in time for the holidays, 
here are a few suggestions for 
not-to-miss collections of the 
literary kind. 

You Are Not the One, by 
Vestal McIntyre (Carroll & 
Graf, to be published Janu- 
ary 2005; $13.95). Moon- 
struck writers often summon the 
work of Alice Munro if asked to 
describe a certain kind of story- 
teller who fuses the unreal with 
the obstinately ordinary. Vestal 
McIntyre, a young writer whose 
first collection, You Are Not the 
One, is forthcoming in January, 
duplicates this difficult feat. 

In his wonderfully deviant 
story “Binge,” McIntyre does 
Munro — but with a comic, acid 
edge. Lynn, the narrator of 
“Binge,” is a coke-snorting, 
middle-aged pastry chef cavorting on the 
Upper East Side. She may be flirting with addic- 
tion, but she’s content to ride it for all it’s worth. 
MclIntyre’s eye casts his heroine at an eerie, Gus 
Van Sant-like party where she congregates with 
New York hipsters and cast-aside old friends — 
all the while holding these strangers up to view 
with her husband, Charles. 

McIntyre, whose qualities may be most ap- 
parent in his images and narrative high-wire 
acts, evokes the domestic concerns and 
strange musings of Alice Munro’s characters in 
a fast-paced setting altogether urban. You Are 
Not the One is a savage collection of stories 
that will entice fans of short-story masters like 
Denis Johnson and Lorrie Moore. 

Honored Guest, by Joy Williams (AI- 
fred A. Knopf; $23). Call it Cynicism 
Light. It’s the quality all Joy Williams’s char- 
acters seem to possess, a potent combination 
of jadedness (in The Quick and the Dead, 
Williams’s most recent novel, one of the main 
characters resigns himself to be haunted by 
the bossy ghost of his dead wife) and meas- 
ured temperance (the same novel gives us a 
pre-teenager trying to prevent a blowout with 
her mother’s loser boyfriend). 

In the title story of her eighth book (her 
third collection of stories; Taking Care and Es- 
capes are her other fine collections, both avail- 
able in Vintage Contemporaries paperbacks), 
Williams visits archetypal characters usually 
co-opted by beginning writers. The author 
imagines two characters, an angst-ridden ado- 
lescent contemplating suicide and her middle- 
aged mother suffering from a terminal disease 
— and, as Ezra Pound commanded his fellow 
Modernist poets, “makes it new.” 

Williams achieves what most writers can 
only attempt: she imagines characters whose 
MOs capture the complexity of being human 


You are not 
the one. 


— craving to do good yet inevitably falling 
from grace. Honored Guest is a treat for any 
reader interested in the trappings of the 
human heart. 

Sightseeing, by Rattawut Lapcharoen- 
sap (Grove, to be published January 
2005; $22). You've got to count on your 
friends. Sightseeing, the new collection by 
young author Rattawut Lapcharoensap, is rec- 
ommended by Richard Gregg, events director 
at the Brookline Booksmith. 

Stunning in their craft, evocative in their 
sunbaked setting, these stories avoid a 
tourist’s-eye view of Thailand, instead travel- 
ing deep into the heart of this country and its 
Westernized people. In his story “At the Café 
Lovely,” Lapcharoensap portrays two adoles- 
cent brothers who have recently lost their fa- 
ther in an accident involving a shipment of 
American toys. In fact, the 
influence of American con- 
sumerism pervades this 
story, exemplified by the 
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gaudy neon interior of a fast-food restaurant 
where the older brother treats his younger sib- 
ling to a birthday meal. In “Don’t Let Me Die in 
This Place,” an American grandfather moves to 
Thailand with his son and Thai daughter-in- 
law. His displacement and cultural alienation 
are multiplied by a stroke — not to mention 
his distaste for his own mixed-race grandchil- 
dren. Political convictions, of course, stir many 
of these characters, most notably in “Priscilla 
the Cambodian” and “Draft Day,” dealing with 
a refugee camp and military conscription. 

Lapcharoensap crafts the seven stories in 
his collection with incredible realism and 
grace. Like his character Anek in “At the Café 
Lovely,” Lapcharoensap is a young man com- 
ing into his own. 

Unkempt, by Courtney Eldridge (Har- 
court, $23). It’s unfair to call Courtney EI- 
dridge the next Lydia Davis. Or to compare her 
dark, comic milieu with those of Angela Carter 
or Kathy Acker. Indeed, this wonderfully hip 
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young writer, pub- 
lished in witty, cutting- 
edge magazines like 
McSweeney’s, Nerve, 
and the Mississippi Re- 
view, often conjures the 
muse of these pioneer- 
ing female authors in 
her collection Unkempt. 
Eldridge, however, ad- 
dresses the concerns 
and lives of young 
urban women — not 
the chick-lit-type, but 
female (and male, too) 
readers interested in 
subtlety, originality, 
and a fine voice. 

The longest and 
most engaging of El- 
dridge’s seven stories (it’s more of a novel- 
la), “The Former World Record Holder Set- 
tles Down,” is a memory piece of a woman 
whose claim to fame is that she’s slept with 
more men at one time than anyone else: 
nearly 200. It’s a hilarious, melancholy story 
in which the seemingly brash narrator ap- 
pears to waiver between pride in her accom- 
plishment and a desire to get back to basics 
like her Tuesday-night bowling league. The 
story is indicative of Eldridge’s quirky, se- 
ductive voice — a talent for language and 
rhythms that appeal both to the ear and to 
the mind. 

Runaway, by Alice Munro (Alfred A. 
Knopf, $25). Most striking about Alice 
Munro’s 11th collection of short stories is the 
simplicity of her titles. “Chance.” “Soon.” 
“Trespasses.” “Tricks.” These stand in stark 
contrast to the title of her 2001 collection, 
Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Mar- 
riage, a playful trip of the tongue. 

Loyal readers know Munro territory well: 
the tug and pull of family, the sorrows and 
disappointments of women, the intersection 
of young love and old age. Runaway again 
visits these familiar themes. In the story 
“Powers,” the young narrator is a Canadian 
woman whose talent for predicting the fu- 
ture conflicts with her relationships with her 
lovers and friends. “Chance” introduces a 
young woman named Juliet — the main 
character in a triptych of stories — and her 
almost unreal relationship with a married 
man. And in the title story, Munro gives her 
readers yet another young woman, living in 
a mobile home on a horse farm, paralyzed in 
an unhappy marriage. 

It’s tempting to compare a short story by 
Munro to a maze, filled with dark corners 
and abrupt endings. We might be better off 
considering her work a circular labyrinth, in 
which the concentric paths invite medita- 
tion, the way into the story often also serv- 
ing as a way out. 


Animal Rights and Pornography, by J. 
Eric Miller (Soft Skull Press; $10.95). 
Here’s a checklist for the young writer J. Eric 
Miller. Style: Raymond Carver. Form: Amy 
Hempel. Content: Marquis de Sade. 

It’s a strange merging of content and form, 
but one that Miller marks as uniquely his own. 
Like the work of the Marquis de Sade, these 
stories are not for the weak of heart. In 
Miller’s collection Animal Rights and Pornogra- 
phy, bestiality is only one of many forms of 
sex. This talented young author manages to 
seduce rather than repel, however; the power 
of Miller’s writing comes from his ability to 
engage his readers. 

“Invisible Fish” brings us the owner of a pet 
store in a typical American mall who bludgeons 
a chimpanzee he believes to be the cause of 
other animals’ deaths. It’s a dark, atmospheric 
tale, evocative of Miller’s others, that seems to 
observe rather than judge. Animal Rights and 
Pornography will both disturb and enthrall — a 
true compliment in this age of staid, often 


cookie-cutter, writing-workshop prose. & 


Ricco Villanueva Siasoco can be reached at 
mail@riccosiasoco.com. 





The stories continue ... 


@ The Complete Stories of Truman 
Capote (Random House; $24.95). Holi- 
day favorite “A Christmas Story” is only 
one of the gems in this long-overdue col- 
lection by the author of /n Cold Blood 
and Breakfast at Tiffany's. 

@ The Send-Away Girl, by Barbara 
Sutton (University of Georgia Press; 
$24.95). Winner of the Flannery O’Con- 
nor Award for Short Fiction, Sutton’s col- 
lection details quirky characters in their 
search for meaning, as they negotiate 
everything from drunken ministers to 
failed academics. 

@ Men and Cartoons, by Jonathan 
Lethem (Doubleday; $19.95). Super- 
heroes, men with Peter Pan syndrome, and 
werewolves. In his new collection, genre- 
bending author Jonathan Lethem gives us 
nine stories for both boys and girls. 

@ Seconds of Pleasure, by Neil 
LaBute (Grove; $22). Known for his bru- 
tal but powerful movies Your Friends and 
Neighbors and In the Company of Men, 
Neil LaBute publishes his first collection 
of stories, peopled by adulterers, defen- 
sives, and unhappy but engaging charac- 
ters all around. 

@ Our Kind, by Kate Walbert (Scribn- 
er; $23). The author of the successful 
The Gardens of Kyoto, Walbert brings out 
this “novel in stories” about a group of 
intelligent, divorced wives. 

@ The Paris Review Book for Planes, 
Trains, Elevators, and Waiting Rooms, by 
the editors of the Paris Review (Picador; 
$15). Perhaps the most novel way to en- 
ergize the boring literary anthology: 
group works by impressive literati like 
Rick Moody, Mary Robison, and T.C. 
Boyle according to length. 

@ The Secret Goldfish, by David 
Means (Fourth Estate; $22.95). A light- 
ning-strike victim, a pianist who loses 
the ability to play — all Means’s charac- 
ters manage lives in the face of calamity. 

@ Buying a Fishing Rod for My Grand- 
father, by Gao Xingjian (HarperCollins; 
$17.95). Nobel Prize-winning author 
Xingjian published these graceful stories 
of love and loss between 1983 and 
1991. Recently translated from Chinese 
into English. 
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Thursday, December 2 7PM : \ E L OME 
MARGOT LIVESEY Banishing Verona 

Alice Sebold, author of The Lovely Bones, says of Margot Livesey, "Every novel 

of Margot's is, for her readers, a joyous discovery. Her work radiates with 


compassion and intelligence and always, deliciously, mystery." Well, readers, 


prepare to be joyously surprised again when Margot joins us to read from her 
highly anticipated and wonderful new novel Banishing Verona. NE i HBORHOOD 


Tuesday, December 7 7PM i 
PETE HAMILL Downtown From your neighborhood book store 


During his forty years as the editor-in-chief at two of New York City's most 
widely read papers, Pete Hamill (Snow in August, Forever) has been getting to 
know Manhattan's neighborhoods and inhabitants intimately, bearing witness to 


their greatest triumphs and tragedies. With his latest, Downtown, Pete takes 

this unique knowledge and translates it into a New York chronicle like no other BRA { " I | | 
Tuesday, January 4 7PM 

RON MCLARTY 7he Memory of Running B 

After having no luck finding a publisher, actor Ron McLarty decided that he was 


a writer who wrote novels just for fun. That is until Steven King made him 
famous by flossing his talents in Entertainment Weekly and declaring that, 


° 
"Smithy (hero of The Memory of Running) is an American original, worthy of a Proprietors 
place on the shelf just below your Hucks, your Holdens, and your Yossarians..' 
Please join award-winning actor, playwright, and author Ron McLarty as he kk h ( ; 
stops by the Booksmith and shares the tales of Smithy and his extraordinary ennet loss 


cross-country adventures. Na Joyce Kosofsky 


Thursday, January 6 7PM 

MICHAEL HOLLEY Patriot Reign 

We here at the Brookline Booksmith are going to go out on a limb and forecast 

a rich and rewarding season from our beloved Pats (well, they did win 21 

straight). So, in honor of that prediction, we are welcoming Michael Holley, 

one of the most respected voices in sports media, for a discussion of NFL 

culture, all things Bill Belichick, and most importantly his already acclaimed 

New York Times bestselling book, Patriot Reign. 9 West Street -right around the corner 


Boston, MA 02111 
617-542-0210 
1-800-477-9595 


www.brattlebookshop.com 


We buy and sell books 


Me dacte) dilate stole) Ct iali dy) 
279 Harvard St. - Coolidge Corner « 617.566.6660 
www.brooklinebooksmith.com 


Routledge for the Holidays 


Garden History takes us on a Srand "Want to know what's amazing 
tour 0 gardens, garden underneath New York City? want 
design and the reasons for making to know about all the stuff that you'd never 
gardens. Garden History explores more than guess is below Manhattan 
150 gardens spanning 40 including everything from secret subway New York Underground 
centuries of western garden design. stations to cave crickets? Then start digging 
into Julia Solis' anatomical report on the 
Big Subterranean Apple 


GARDEN HISTORY which is dark and deep and, despite eight 


TOM TURNER million people living on top of it, 
largely unknown." 


— Robert Sullivan, Author of Rats: Observations on the 
) : l : os ll : "Hicks has a good eye for otiose History and Habitat of the City's Most HANDFULL i KEYS 
Q uite litera ) ; fF a Unwanted Inhabitants CONVERSATIONS 
rob) h construction and PUTTeCG-up po lll 


words.. he trawis contemporary literature, 


P: 


icm werds ® USE them 


‘a fascinating, illuminat- 
ing celebration of diversity, 


orginality and zest." 


blue pencil poised, marking down 
Margaret Drabble. 
Jonathan Franzen and even 
the Queen." 


— Jeremy Siepmann, Editor of Piano Magazine 


— Times Literary Supplement 


‘Gives fine insight into a wide range 


Wynford Hicks of stylists. Alyn Shipton i? 
iti, age 


— John Chilton, author of Roy Eldridge: Little Jazz Giant 


Routledge WWW.ROUTLEDGE-NY. 


Taylor & Francis Group 








Stocking 





the shelves 


Choose from haute or cool in a publishing season friendly to 
bluestockings and blackstockings alike 


BY J.L. JOHNSON 


HOOSING BOOKS for a woman on yout 

holiday list has certain advantages over, 

say, choosing clothes. You don’t have to 
know her weight, the difference between Amet 
ican and European sizes, or what will go best 
with darling brown-leather boots. But make no 
mistake: you do have to know her style. 

There are, on the one hand, “bluestock 
ings,” a Boswellian term inspired by the 
footwear of certain literary clubs in his day 
used to describe women with a taste for seri 
ous literature. If you’re shopping for a belles 
lettres type, think classic. Think gravitas 
Think Booker Prize 

Sound too staid for the funky, fun-loving 
woman you know? Then she might represent 
what we'll call “blackstockings,” fans of more 
irreverent fare — stories they can dip into dur- 
ing a long, slushy T commute or sick-in-bed 
afternoons. The Bridget Jones and Shopaholic 
books are cornerstones of the genre, but think 
creatively and you'll discover there’s a much 
greater variety of such diversions out there. 

Though she shudders to use the term “chick 
lit,” Amanda Darling, publicity manager for 
Harvard Book Store, in Cambridge, says that 
“there’s a breadth now in the choices one can 
make” in lighter fare. Citing “punk” knitting 
guide Stitch ’n Bitch Nation as well as the ’50s- 
noir revival series Femmes Fatales: Women 
Write Pulp, Darling says publishers are begin- 
ning to take a broader view of what will ap- 
peal to hip young women. “The novelty of the 
term [chick lit] has worn off; the quality of 
the thing can be paid attention.” 

For high-minded reads, though, bluestock- 
ings want the best — and there’s plenty of 
that in the new releases as well: Margot 
Livesey, John Updike, Cynthia Ozick, and Mar- 
garet Drabble, to name a few. “[In late au- 
tumn] publishers try to go with their most il- 
lustrious authors — the créme de la creme — 
in enormous quantities,” says Lisa Gozashti, 
assistant manager of merchandising at Brook- 
line Booksmith, who herself is settling in with 
the new VS. Naipaul title, Magic Seeds. 

So whether you're after something light or 
something enlightening, here are a few ideas 
to help get you through the long winter ahead. 


For the blackstockings 
He’s Just Not That into You: The No- 


Excuses Truth to Understanding Guys, 
by Greg Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo 
(Simon Spotlight, $19.95). Penned by a 
pair of Sex and the City writers, this fizzy cock- 
tail of a self-help book is tasty going down, but 
in the morning you'll be feeling as though 
someone repeatedly banged you over the 
head. Which is exactly what the authors intend 
— with love — as they answer every single 
he’s-afraid-of-intimacy, his-e-mail-wasn’t-work- 
ing, his-dialing-finger-was-broken excuse for 
boyfriend misbehavior with six simple words: 
he’s just not that into you. “Men are not that 
complicated,” writes Behrendt, whose brash, 
funny tone dominates much of the book. “We 
would rather lose an arm out a city bus win- 
dow than tell you simply, ‘You’re not the one.’ ” 
Actions are all that matter, the authors insist, 
and if you’re spending time trying to figure out 
so-called mixed messages, you’re wasting it. 
The book uses a breezy mix of formats, in- 
cluding advice letters and a “Super-Good Really 
Helpful Workbook,” interspersed with wry in- 
sight (“Pets are God’s way of saying, ‘Don’t 
lower the bar because you're lonely’ ”) and, 





most important, with pep talk. It might be hard 
to accept that he’s just not that into you, readers 
are reminded, but it’s also liberating — because 
then you can go out and find someone who is. 
The Little White Car, by Danuta de 
Rhodes (Cannongate US, $21). 
30yfriends may behave badly, but girlfriends 
behave even worse in this wicked little novel 
by the British comic novelist Dan Rhodes 
(Timoleon Vieta Come Home). No daffy, en- 
dearing singletons here — instead, meet 
Veronique and Estelle, two Parisian twenty- 
somethings whose misadventures include 
drinking, bed-hopping, stealing, and demol- 
ishing a car... you know, chick stuff 
rhrough an impressive haze of cigarette 
smoke, the story « 22-year-old 
Veronique wakes up after a booze-fogged 
evening to learn that Princess Diana has died in 
a crash, reportedly involving a white car much 
like Veronique’s own. The obvious conclusion 
that she has killed one of Britain’s royals quickly 
bumps her other concern — breaking up with 
her arty-musician-stoner boyfriend — and she 
and best friend Estelle set about hiding the evi- 
dence. But it doesn’t prove a simple job, and 
there is plenty of crime, sex, and painfully bad 
decisions before the little white car is finally laid 
to rest. C'est la vie, says our anti-Bridget Jones: 


merges 


[In life] ... along the way you learn a 
lesson or two, like just how big Saint 
Bernards really are, or that chickens don’t 
eat cheese, or that sometimes you have to 
work in a boring job to make a living... 
these are hard lessons, but they help you 
grow from a girl into a woman. 


The Encyclopedia of Guilty Pleasures: 
1,001 Things You Hate To Love, by Sam 
Stall, Lou Harry, and Julia Spalding 
(Quirk Books, $14.95). Make that 1002 
things, and add this addictive compendium of 
worse-than-Showgirls indulgences to the list. 
From Peeps to Bioré strips to Red Shoe Diaries, 
the topics cover just about everything you’re 
ashamed to eat, buy, watch, read, or do (“One- 
Night Stands,” page 195), but still secretly 
adore. The presentation may be minimalist, 
with only small black-and-white sketches for il- 
lustration, but the text is concise, up to date, 
and thoughtfully cross-referenced (for “Fuzzy 
Slippers,” see also “Cotton Panties, Enormous,” 
“Sweatpants,” and “Wal-Mart”). 

(By the way: Showgirls? Page 246.) 


For the bluestockings 

My Kind of Place: Travel Stories from 
a Woman Who’s Been Everywhere, by 
Susan Orlean (Random House, 
$24.95). For those who haven't been follow- 
ing Susan Orlean’s rambles in the New Yorker 
and the Atlantic Monthly over the past 10 
years or so, the essay collection My Kind of 
Place will catch them up with a journalist who 
gives new meaning to “restless intelligence.” 
In these nearly 300 pages, Orlean (The 
Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup, The Orchid 
Thief) climbs Mount Fuji; travels the Khao San 
Road in Thailand; braves Bush country in 
Midland, Texas; hunts the Tiger Lady in New 
Jersey; shoots skeet in Scotland; and more. 
Grouped into the sections “Here,” “There,” 
and “Everywhere,” the essays are geographi- 
cally diverse but linked by Orlean’s steady 
presence as observer, interpreter, and wit. 

One of the finest in the bunch is “All Mixed 
Up,” a tour of Sunshine Market, in Queens, New 
York. To the simple, almost annoyingly familiar 
American supermarket, Orlean applies the same 


\ 


curiosity as she does to fertility blessings in 
Bhutan. She describes the owners and the sup- 
pliers, the customers and the cashiers, the tem- 
perature of the produce box, the signs on the 
bulletin board — details that transform the 
mundane into the foreign — revealing a fasci- 
nating country that we, too, wish we could visit. 

Runaway, by Alice Munro (Alfred A. 
Knopf, $25). Oh, pity the critics. Having 
used just about every superlative there is to 
describe Alice Munro’s 10 previous short-story 
collections, now they must find a new set of 
plaudits for the Canadian master’s latest, Run- 
away. The eight pieces it contains — all long- 
form stories of 30 to 40 pages — have at their 
heart women wrestling with love and various 
kinds of alliances to others, as well as to 
themselves. There are young characters and 
old, children and parents, all with little in 
common except a kind of emotional isolation 
that feels familiar, and at times immediate. 

In the title story, a young woman attempts 
to leave her husband, at the urging of a neigh- 
bor. There certainly is distance between the 
married couple, measured in a small, charged 
moment: “She went into the living room with 
a brisk step and put her arms around him from 
behind. But as soon as she did that, a wave of 
grief swallowed her up — it must have been 
the heat of the shower, loosening her tears — 
and she bent over him, all crumbling and cry- 
ing. He took his hands off the keyboard but sat 
still.” However, in leaving home the wife finds 
herself only more isolated, and turns her anger 
in a surprising direction. 

A woman abandoning her husband, two 
strangers meeting on a train, a girl’s summer 
love — the arcs of Munro’s stories echo those 
of countless others. But by making powerful 
symbols of such things as a lost pet or a lost 
purse, she keeps the suspense high: readers 
may think they know, but can never be quite 
sure of, what will happen on the last page. 

The Line of Beauty, by Alan 
Hollinghurst (Bloomsbury, $24.95). In 
hunting up a great novel for that bookworm 








on your list, you may find literary-award 
committees especially helpful in flushing out 
prospects. There’s always the Pulitzer, a leg- 
endary mantle that this year fell on Austrian 
poet-novelist Elfriede Jelinek, and America’s 
PEN/Faulkner Awards, which recently singled 
out Updike’s The Early Stories, now in paper- 
back. But for raising the profile of eclectic, 
crisply contemporary work, Britain’s Man 
Booker Prize is without peer. Previous win- 
ners include Keri Hulme’s The Bone People, 
Yann Martel’s Life of Pi, A.S. Byatt’s 
Possession, and last year, the darkly comic 
Vernon God Little, by D.B.C. Pierre. 

The newest honoree is English writer Alan 
Hollinghurst, who had reached the Booker 
short list in 1994 for The Folding Star but now 
has captured the top spot with his assured 
portrait of class tensions and sexual politics in 
Thatcher’s England. The Line of Beauty is clas- 
sical in tone — evoking Henry James’s sharp 
eye for social detail and Evelyn Waugh’s satire 
of all things restrictive and institutional — but 
also modern and erotic in its description of an 
innocent in the age of AIDS. 

Divided among the years 1983, 1986, and 
1987, the novel follows the diffident, aptly 
named Nick Guest, who after college moves 
into the Notting Hill home of a classmate’s 
upper-class family: Gerald Fedden, a powerful 
Tory MP; his wife, Rachel; and their children, 
Toby — Nick’s secret crush at Oxford — and 
the erratic, rebellious Catherine. Nick’s search 
for beauty takes him deep into the Feddens’ 
world of privilege, as well as the equally insu- 
lar world of gay-dating culture. The two force 
Nick to define himself over the course of the 
novel, which sees friendships and families 
splinter, and scandal erupt, by the time this 
“guest” comes into his own. Generous in de- 
tail, sparing in sentiment, The Line of Beauty 
gives the sense that not a word in its 400 
pages has been wasted. & 


J.L. Johnson can be reached at 
jjohnson@phx.com. 
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Bicycle: The History 


David V. Herlihy 


“Very readable. . . . One of the best- 
illustrated histories | 8 
have ever seen. It is a 
delight to leaf through.” 


—Robert Messenger, 
Wall Street Journal 


“[A] vivid account, 

... filled with 
eye-catching 
illustrations and 
photographs span- 
ning nearly two centuries. 
... Herlihy . . . makes [this history] a story to 


tell your friends about.” —Publishers Weekly 
96 color + 117 b/w illus. 


The Last of the Celts 


Marcus Tanner 


“In this lively book, 


... part travelogue and && 
part social history, 
independent historian 
Tanner records the 
results of his world trav- 
els in search of the 
remaining vestiges of 
Celtic culture. . . . He 
provides not only a por- 
trait of modern society 
in flux in these regions 
but also a picture of 
each society's rich history.” 


—Publishers Weekly 
20 illus. 


New in paper 


Inventing a Nation 


Washington, Adams, Jefferson 
Gore Vidal — 





A New York Times 
bestseller 


“An engaging 
[and]... 


unblinking view of & 
our national heroes 
by one who cherishes 
them, warts and all.” 
—Edmund S. Morgan, 


New York Review of Books 
A Yale Nota Bene paperback 









@® YALE 


Walden 


A Fully Annotated Edition 


Henry D. Thoreau 
Edited by Jeffrey S. Cramer 


This ultimate gift 
edition of Walden 
is “fascinating. 
... A Thoreau 
encyclopedia in one 
volume!” —Joel Porte, 
author of Consciousness 


and Culture: Emerson and 
Thoreau Reviewed 


“A handsome ‘all-things- 


Walden’ edition.” 
—Michael Kenney, Boston Sunday Globe 


The Literary Spy 


The Ultimate Source for Quotations on 


Espionage & Intelligence 
Compiled and annotated by 


Charles E. Lathrop 


With more than 
3,000 quotations 
this is “an invaluable 
companion for fans of 
spy fiction, the history of 
intelligence, or just 
delightful browsing in 
the fascinating world of 
espionage.” 

—R. James Woolsey, 

Director of Central Intelligence 1993-1995 





New in paper 


Nelson 


Love and Fame 
Edgar Vincent 


A New York Times 
Notable Book of the 
Year 


“A remarkable 
book on all fronts. 


.. . Masterly.” 
—Hilary Spurling, 

New York Times 

Book Review 

18 b/w + 58 color illus. 











University Press 


Available wherever books are sold * yalebooks.com 





“The book, like the bicycle, is a perfect form.” —Jacques Ba z 





American Judaism | 


A History 
Jonathan D. Sarna 


“Anunpardleled 
work. ... Lively 
and often amusing. . pIMERICAN 
A thorough and DAI SM 


enjoyable overview | hare a 
that is likely to be the | 
standard for many a 


years, if not decades, 





to come.” 
—Allan Nadler, a 


The New Leader ite ee 
ee, 


Winner of the 2004 Everett Family Foundation Jewish Book of 
the Year Award, given by the Jewish Book Council. 44 illus 


Rescued from the Reich 


How One of Hitler’s Soldiers Saved 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
Bryan Mark Rigg 


Foreword by 
Paula E. Hyman 





“This is great 
material—the 
all i Nelpwond | 
films—and Rigg 
makes the most of it 
. in a clean, dra- 
matic voice... .A 
well-written and vital 


addition to the literature.” 
—Publishers Weekly 50 illus. 





New in paper 


Jonathan Edwards 
George M. Marsden 









Finalist for a 2003 
National Book Critics 
Circle Award in 
biography 

Winner of the 2004 
Bancroft Prize 





“The finest biogra- 
phy of this tower- 
ing figure.” 
—Benjamin Schwarz, 


Atlantic Monthly 


“Magisterial.” —wall street Journal 30 Illus. 














Bring America’s best writers 
home for the holidays 


AMERICA 





Reel 
holiday 


cooking 


Overwhelmed by the number of cookbooks on the shelves? | 
Let seasonal movies be your guide. | 


















































LIBRARY OF 





THE 





American Writers 
at Home 







Join J. D. McCiatcnuy and photographer 
ERICA LENNARD on a one-of-a-kind tour of 
the homes where our greatest books were 
written, including those of Edith Wharton 
and Ernest Hemingway, pictured below. 
Over 300 photos, 225 pages. $50 










CO-PUBLISHED WITH THE VENDOME PRESS 


BY GENEVIEVE RAJEWSKI And if that isn’t enough, you can almost | 


picture Bourdain’s heart growing two sizes 
bigger as he writes, “You will need a pure 


T BOOKSTORES, cookbooks tempt gift heart, and a soul, meaning you are cooking 
Ae with gorgeous photographs and for the right reasons.... You need love.... { 

recipes from around the world. But if You must like cooking for other people, even 4 
you’re having trouble finding one that you’re if you neither know nor like them.” 


sure will give the recipient a movie-like After instructing the reader of the finer 
happy glow, why not look to classic holiday points of mise en place (having all cooking 
films for personality clues? necessities and ingredients “put in place” be- 





fore beginning), Bourdain delves into a wide 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas! range of bistro food. Recipes include braised 
In Kitchen Confidential, chef and author veal shank, beef bourguignon, pot-au-feu, 
Kaufman cy Coa. : Broadway Comedies Anthony Bourdain ripped the veil back from créme briilée, poached pears in red wine, 
the restaurant industry to expose the secrets moules a la normande, escargots, and mush- 
-_ “ LAURENCE MASLON, EDITOR and tricks of the room soup. All feature the kind of 









trade. The feeling 
that Bourdain rel- 
ished doing so was 
palpable: you 
could almost see 
the Grinch-like 
sneer on his face as 
he explained why 
you could never 
feel good about or- 
dering fish on a 
Monday again. 
However, in his latest title, Antho- 
ny Bourdain’s Les Halles Cook- 
book: Strategies, Recipes, and 
Techniques of Classic Bistro Cook- 
ing (Bloomsbury; $34.95), the chef 
reveals a softer, though still bitingly 
funny, side. Like the Grinch at the end 
of Dr. Seuss’s story, Bourdain is realistic 
but reformed. Now that he’s stolen the 
magic out of professionally prepared 
foods for legions of readers, he’s eager 
to share his passion and techniques for 
honest, rugged cooking. é 
“T will take you by the hand and walk 
you through the process in much the 
same way — and in the same caring, sen- 
sitive, diplomatic tone — as I would a 
new recruit in my restaurant kitchen,” surly, specific instruc- 
writes Bourdain. Of course, he adds the warn- __ tions you could get only from Bourdain. 
ing that this will require the reader to accept For example, his recipe for Onion Soup 
the occasional insult in the friendly spirit in Les Halles states: “Make damn sure the 
which it is given. onions are a nice, dark, even brown 
color. Place each crock under a pre- 
heated, rip-roaring broiler until the 
cheese melts, bubbles, browns, and 
even slightly scorches in spots.” He 
also provides a “half-assed alternative” 
for those with under-performing ovens § 4 
and broilers. 


r A collection of nine classic comedies from Broadway’s 
*~ Golden Age, including Of Thee I Sing, Animal Crackers, 
Stage Door, June Moon, and You Can't Take It With You. 








| gl pages. $35 






et Fs 
wi LLL iff “The best anthology of American plays that any- 
ae q one’s put out in years.” —The Boston Phoenix 






“Enormously warming and magical.... One-liners 
explode like firecrackers.” —Woody Allen 













Americans in Paris: 
A Interary Anthology 


ADAM GOPNIK, EDITOR 


A 
t 
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From Benjamin Franklin to M.F.K. 
Fisher, three centuries of American 
writing inspired by the City of Light. 


O13 pages $4c 


“Astonishing.” —The New York Times 


“Gorgeous.” —Chicago Tribune 
* Tewany AM MEL ogy 
et ss AA 


“Superb.” —San Francisco Chronicle 
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Harold Bloom on Whitman 
Thom Gunn on Yvor Winters 


John Hollander on 
American Wits 


J. D, McClatchy on 
Edna St. Vincent Millay 


Honor Moore on Amy Lowell 


Robert Pinsky on 
William Carlos Williams 


Robert Polito on 
Kenneth Fearing 


Adrienne Rich on 
Muriel Rukeyser 


American Poets Project Poets of World Wer it 


Richard Wilbur on Poe 
John Updike on Kari Shapiro 
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It’s a Wonderful 4 
Life 






It is a familiar 
story. A young man 
starts off rebellious 
and itching to go 
his own way and 
ends up becoming a 
responsible member 
of his profession. 
Like George Bailey 
in It’s a Wonderful 
Life, chef and 
restaurant owner Andy Husbands is 
an ambitious and restless spirit who 
has managed to make his own valu- 
able mark on his (adopted) town. 






fe eee. 





“Edited by major poets and scholars, these collections are 
incredibly strong and .. . surprisingly fresh.” 
—The Dallas Morning News 







Brenda Wineapple on Whittier 






Kevin Young on 
John Berryman 


THE LIBRARY of AMERICA 


America’s best writers deserve America’s best editions 
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In his new cookbook, The 
Fearless Chef: Innovative 
Recipes from the Edge of 
American Cuisine (Adams 
Media; $16.95), Husbands and 
co-author Joe Yonan weave tales of 
their families and childhoods with 
inspired, enticing recipes from Hus- 
bands’s South End restaurants, 
Tremont 647, Sister Sorel, and 
Rouge. 

Readers will be happy to discover 
sophisticated dishes that can be 
made without fancy equipment or 
hard-to-find ingredients. Standouts 
include Rouge’s barbecued shrimp 
and Tremont 647’s banana-cream 
pie, peanut-crusted grilled scallops, 
Tremont Ale steamers, crispy herbed 
hash browns, and roasted-poblano- 
and-garlic soup with pumpernickel 
croutons. 

Better yet, The Fearless Chef even 
manages to evoke a little of the spirit 
from It’s a Wonderful Life’s moving 
last scene, in which the people of 
Bedford Falls come together to sup- 
port George Bailey in his time of need. 
A percentage of the proceeds from the 
book’s sales will benefit Share Our 
Strength, one of the country’s leading 
hunger-relief organizations. 


Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer 

Vegans frequently feel akin to 
denizens of the Island of Misfit Toys 
when it comes to finding recipes that 
meet their strict dietary needs. If they 
find one that is meatless (no Rudolph- 
reminding entrée for them, thank 
you), it more often than not still in- 
cludes eggs or dairy. 

Enter The Complete Book of Raw 
Food: Healthy, Delicious Vegetarian 
Cuisine Made with Living Foods 
(Hatherleigh Press; $25), edited by Lori 
Baird. In this weighty tome, readers will find 
more than 350 recipes for soups, salads, 
smoothies, main courses, and desserts from 
50 leading raw-food chefs. Sometimes called 
living food, 
raw food is 
organic, nat- 
ural food 
that hasn’t 
been heated 
above 115 
degrees 
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personal views on 
the healthfulness of 
their diets are rele- 
gated to their bios in 
the back. 

Matters kick off 
with a guide to com- 
mon ingredients — 
including dried apri- 
cots, dates, figs, wild 
rice, quinoa, millet, 
black beans, chickpeas, coconut oil, and pine 
nuts — and common and not-so-common 
tools such as juicers and dehydrating devices. 

The wide-ranging recipes include caesar 
salad, butternut-squash soup, borscht, crispy 
spring rolls, smoothies, garlic-rosemary 
sourdough bread, easy pad Thai, and avoca- 
do burritos (of course, with lettuce instead 
of tortillas). 


Olive, the Other Reindeer 

For those who enjoy the whimsical anima- 
tion and irreverent adult humor of the soon- 
to-be-classic Olive, the Other Reindeer, con- 
sider a recipe book that takes its inspiration 
from the title character and her penguin 
friend, Martini. 

A.J. Rathbun’s Party Drinks! 
50 Classic Cocktails and Live- 
ly Libations (Harvard Com- 
mon Press; $12.95) features 
colorful photos and a good mix — 
no pun intended — of classic and 
more-unusual cocktails. 

The author does an admirable 
job of uncovering some lesser- 
known drinks and creating new 
ones that are simple, yet ideal for 
special gatherings. For example, 
Rathbun recommends the Ward 8 
— invented in 1898 at Boston’s 
own Locke-Ober restaurant to 
celebrate the election of Martin 
Lomasney, from the Eighth 
Ward, to the state legislature — 
for a night of talking politics. It 

features rye or bourbon, simple 
syrup, fresh lime juice, and 
grenadine. 

Although the information on 
stocking your bar is somewhat 
generic, the book includes 
solid notes on which drinks 
can be easily created in larger 
quantities (say, a pitcher), as 




















MEALTON. DELICIOUS VECETARIAN COISINE MABE 4 
CONTRIBUTING SRITOR, JULIE sai 
mmcenes oven soe necenes Teom Tas Wenie’s TOP S48 esers 

well as on liquor/mixer substi- 


: ‘e 
booms * 
tutions and drink variations. 


Frequent hosts and hostesses will partic- 
ularly appreciate the final chapter on 
“quenching the multitudes,” which pro- 
vides 12 recipes that make 10 or more 
servings, either in individual glasses or as 
a punch. @ 







Fahrenheit. The diet’s proponents believe 
that after food is heated above this tempera- 
ture, enzymes are destroyed and the food no 
longer provides nutritional value. 

However, the book manages to steer clear 
of making any health claims, other than the 
benefits associated with eating a diet high in 
fruits, vegetables, nuts, and seeds. The chefs’ 


Genevieve Rajewski can be reached at 
ticktockwordshop@comcast. net. 


HOW WE ARE HUNGRY 
STORIES By DAVE EGGERS 
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A collection of 15 grip- 













ping, lyrical, funny and 
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adventure.” —S.F Chronicle 

















“His best fiction milieu.” 


—The Onion 








“A return to creative 
form.” —New City 
















“Haunting. A-” 








































—Enter- A hilarious and 
tainment true account of one 
Weekly 









man’s struggle with 











the monthly tide of the 

books he’s bought and 

the books he’d been mean- 

ing to read. From the author 

of High Fidelity, About a Boy 
and Songbook. 
























































BOTH AVAILABLE NOW AT STORE.MCSWEENEYS.NET 
OR AT YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE. 



































Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
Over more than six decades of steady innovation, The New School has sustained a vital center for 
creative writing. The tradition continues with our MFA in Creative Writing, offering concentrations in fiction, 


poetry, nonfiction and writing for children. Study writing and literature with The New School's renowned 
faculty of writers, critics, editors and publishing professionals. 




















Faculty 2004-2005 


Jeffery Renard Allen, Hilton Als, Susan Cheever, 
Jonathan Dee, Elaine Equi, David Gates, Vivian 
Gornick, Fanny Howe, Shelley Jackson, Zia Jaffrey, 
Hettie Jones, James Lasdun, David Lehman, 
Suzannah Lessard, David Levithan, Phillip Lopate, 
Sarah Manguso, Pablo Medina, Honor Moore, 
Maggie Nelson, Dale Peck, Robert Polito, Francine 
Prose, Liam Rector, Sapphire, Helen Schulman, 
Tor Seidler, Dani Shapiro, Prageeta Sharma, 
Laurie Sheck, Darcey Steinke, Benjamin Taylor, 
Jackson Taylor, Abigail Thomas, Paul Violi, Sarah 
Weeks, Susan Wheeler, Stephen Wright. 


Visiting Faculty 


Ai, Martin Asher, Susan Bell, Frank Bidart, 
Deborah Brodie, Patricia Carlin, Glen Hartley, 
Dave Johnson, Rika Lesser, Thomas Mallon, Harry 


CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO 
REQUEST A CATALOG: (800) 862-5039 OR 
WWW.NSU.NEWSCHOOL.EDU/WRITING 





























Accepting applications for Fall 2005. 
Deadline January 15th. 
Fellowships and financial aid available. 










Director: Robert Polito 























Matthews, Sharon Mesmer, Robert Pinsky, Lloyd New School University 
Schwartz, Jon Scieszka, Susan Shapiro, Jason The New School 
66 West t2th Street New York NY toot 






Shinder, ira Silverberg, Tom Sleigh, Frederic Tuten. 
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WHY SOME LIKE IT 


HOT lige 
FOOD, GENES, AND SOME 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY LIKE IT 
GARY PAUL NABHAN Line of 


Award-winning natural 
historian, Gary Nabhan 
takes us on a culinary 
odyssey to solve the 
puzzies posed by “the a 

ghosts of evolution” hid- i lemma ta 
den within every culture Ar wABs 

and its traditional cuisine. 

In this, the most insightful and far-reaching book of 
his career, Nabhan offers us a view of genes, diets, 
ethnicity, and place that will forever change the way 
we understand human health and cultural diversity. 
This book marks the dawning of evolutionary gas- 
tronomy in a way that may save and enrich millions 
of lives. 


Cloth: $24.00 1-55963-466-9 Shearwater > 


~N THE REMARKABLE LIFE 
| OF WILLIAM BEEBE 
EXPLORER AND 
NATURALIST 

CAROL GRANT GOULD 





William Beebe was a fear- 
= less explorer and thought- 
ful scientist who put his life 
on the line in pursuit of 
knowledge. Through letters 
and private journals Beebe 

‘ 5 kept from 1887 until his 
death in 1962, emerges this story of a remarkable 
man whose vision and determination helped to shape 
the course of modern science. 


Cloth: $30.00 1-55963-858-3 Shearwater > 


LEADVILLE 

THE STRUGGLE TO REVIVE 
AN AMERICAN TOWN 
GILLIAN KLUCAS 


Leadville explores the clash 
between a small mining town 
high up in Colorado’s Rocky 
Mountains and the federal 
government, determined to 
clean up the toxic mess left 
from a hundred years of min- 
ing. Leadville is a cautionary 
tale and a model for commu- 
nities throughout the West plagued by the 
upheavals of change and environmental assault. It 
shows the reality behind the Western mystique and 
explores the challenges to local autonomy and 
community identity brought by a struggle for eco- 
nomic survival, unyielding government policy, and 
long-term health consequences induced by extrac- 
tive-industry practices. 


Cloth: $26.00 1-55963-385-9 Shearwater + 


EYE OF THE WHALE 
EPIC PASSAGE FROM 
BAJA TO SIBERIA 

DICK RUSSELL 


“An extraordinary book.” 
—THE WASHINGTON POST 


Named a Best Book of the 
Year by three major newspa- 
pers upon its initial publica- 
tion, and now availabie for the first time in paper- 
back, Eye of the Whale offers an exhilarating blend 
of adventure and natural history as Dick Russell fol- 
lows the migration of the gray whale and provides 
this stirring account of a creature that is changing 
our consciousness about the relationship between 
human beings and the animal kingdom. 


Paperback: $22.00 1-55963-088-4 Shearwater + 











NEW FROM ISLAND PRESS 





ONE WITH NINEVEH 
POLITICS, CONSUMPTION, 
AND THE HUMAN FUTURE 
PAUL R. EHRLICH AND 
ANNE H. EHRLICH 


One with Nineveh 
Politics, Coosumpren, is a fresh synthesis 
and the Human Forte of the Ehrlichs’ 
major themes to 
titre... date, informed by 


& a recent events up to 


and including the 


cuit: Faaticd iraq war, and with 
— a provocative extra 

ad § dash of politics. 
With unflinching clarity and directness, 
it looks at—overpopulation, overcon- 
sumption, and political and economic 
inequity—that together are increasing- 
ly determining today’s politics and 
shaping human-kind’s future. 


Cloth: $27.00 1-55963-879-6 Shearwater + 


THE LAST REFUGE 
PATRIOTISM, POLITICS, AND 
THE ENVIRONMENT IN AN AGE 





OF TERROR 

DAVID W. ORR 

David Orr is as oY, Ps. 
insightful a com- Paty, 70 Ay 
mentator on the Pili Acs 


environment and 

politics as anyone and Ke Last 
writing today. In Eh v1 On & 

this hard-hitting set ig, AGES 
of thirteen essays, mage 

he describes the (Dher 
current state of David W. Orr 
American politics 

against the backdrop of mounting eco- 
logical and sociai problems, the corro- 
sive influence of money, the corruption 
of language, and the misuse of terrorism 
as a political issue. 


Cloth: $20.00 1-55963-528-2 


THE NEW CONSUMERS 

THE INFLUENCE OF AFFLUENCE 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT 
NORMAN MYERS AND 
JENNIFER KENT 


The New Consumers examines the envi- 
ronmental impacts of the increased 
consumption by the “new consumers 
in developing countries. it analyzes 
consumption patterns of cars and 
meat in a number of different coun- 
tries, with special emphasis on China 
and india, and surveys big-picture 
issues such as the globalization of 
economies, consumer goods, and 
lifestyles. Cogent in its analysis, the 
book issues a timely warning of a 
major and developing environmental 
trend, and suggests valuable strate- 
gies for ameliorating its effects. 

Cloth: $24. 00 1-55963-997-0 


” 





HOPE'S HORIZON 

THREE VISIONS FOR HEALING 
THE AMERICAN LAND 

CHIP WARD 


Author Chip Ward 
tells of his travels 
among-a new gen- 
eration of activists 
who are moving 
beyond defensive 
environmental 
struggles and 
advocating pio- 
neering, proactive 
strategies for healing the land. Lively, 
literate, and free of the grimness that 
characterizes so much environmental 
writing, Hope’s Horizon will change the 
way readers see the world. And while 
the book's starting point is a hard- 
nosed indictment of humanity's failed 
stewardship of the earth, the stories 
that follow tell of catalytic optimism 
and ecological wisdom in the face of 
seif-destructive habit and blind pride. 


Cloth: $27.00 1-55963-977-6 Shearwater > 


THE HYPE ABOUT HYDROGEN 
FACT AND FICTION IN THE RACE 
TO SAVE THE CLIMATE 

JOSEPH J. ROMM 

A hype-free explana- > 

tion of hydrogen and 

fuel cell technologies. ; 

Takes a hard look at | 

the practical difficul- | 

ties of transitioning | 

to a hydrogen econo- | 

my, and reveals why, | 

given increasingly |; 

strong evidence of | 

the gravity of climate | ___ 


change, neither government policy nor 


business investment should be based 
on the belief that hydrogen cars will 
have meaningful commercial success 
in the near or medium term, Romm pro- 
vides a provocative primer on the poli- 
tics, business, and technology of 
hydrogen and climate protection. 


Cloth: $25.00 1-55963-703-x 


PATAGONIA 

LAND OF GIANTS 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DANIEL RIVADEMAR 

TEXT BY ALEJANDRO WINOGRAD 

ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY DAN NEWLAND 
Patagonia; Land of Giants captures the 
wonders of the Patagonian landscape in 
hundreds of stunning color photographs 


by famed Argentine nature photographer 


Daniel Rivademar. The accompanying 
text by biologist Alejandro Winograd 


vividly portrays the unrivalled features of 


this still-wild land—its unique animais, 
stunning vistas, and local culture. 
Cloth: $49.95 987204421-x Distributed for 
Terra Australis Editorial 








® TENDING FIRE 


WILDLAND FIRES 
STEPHEN J. PYNE 


P An insightful and wide- 
ranging examination of 
fire, fire policy, and 

| human culture by one of 
the country’s most knowl- 
edgeable writers on the 
subject, Stephen J. Pyne, 
———- | a former fire fighter for fif- 
teen seasons. Pyne offers us discussion of fire poli- 
cy that explores the effects wrought by changing 
policies of “letting burn” and suppression. He 
details how we have come to this pass, and where 
we might go from here. 


Cloth: $25.00 1-55963-565-7 Shearwater 3 


THE BURNING 
SEASON 

THE MURDER OF 

CHICO MENDES AND THE 
FIGHT FOR THE AMAZON 
RAIN FOREST 

ANDREW REVKIN 


“An admirable work.... 

compelling.” “A clear, 

informative account of 

the clash in the dark heart of the rain forest.” 
—NEW YORK TIMES 





The story of a labor and environmental activist 
who forever altered the course of development in 
the Amazon. 

Paperback: $16.00 1-55963-089-2 Shearwater 


KEEPERS OF THE SPRING 

RECLAIMING OUR WATER IN AN AGE 

OF GLOBALIZATION 

FRED PEARCE 

Throught inspiring stories of people, from around 
the world, who are working with natural water 
flows rather than trying to reengineer nature to 
provide water for human needs, Fred Pearce docu- 
ments how these “keepers” are rediscovering 
ancient traditons and a new ethic to avert the 
impending worid water crisis. 

Cloth: $26.00 1-55963-681-5 


ISLANDPRESS 


www.islandpress.org 
1-800- 621-2736 


Also available through your local or online bookseller. 
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The Sons of Maxwell Perkins 

Letters of F: Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, 
Thomas Wolfe, and Their Editor 

Edited by Matthew J. Bruccoli 

with Judith S. Baughman 

The legendary Scribners editor remains linked in lit- 
erary history to a trio of iconic writers. His paternal 
relationships with Fitzgerald, Hemingway, and Wolfe 
play out in the 221 letters assembled in this volume, 
a vivid glimpse into a golden era of publishing. 

30 illus., cloth, $29.95 


v 


Ns Te th aS Ring Around the Bases 
ae BAA a The Complete Baseball Stories of Ring Lardner 
; Edited with an Introduction by 
Matthew J. Bruccoli 
Foreword by Ring Lardner, Jr. 
“Lardner might not have been a literary giant, but 
oe ee he came as close to earning that sobriquet as any 

baseball beat writer ever has. . . . Bruccoli has done 
a fine job of selecting the material for this volume.” 
—Elysian Fields Quarterly 
19 illus., paper, $24.95 


Journey of a Hope Merchant 
From Apartheid to the Elite World of 


Solo Yacht Racing 
Neal Petersen 
with William P. Baldwin and Patty Fulcher 
“Journey of a Hope Merchant is a wonderful account 
of the world’s most unlikely and most determined 
sailor, who hauled himself up and out of apartheid 
South Africa into the cockpit of his own, home-built, 
JOU rr round-the-world racing yacht. “ 
OPE MERCHANT —Derek Lundy, author of Godforsaken Sea 


Prove Aperthend ta the 


Iilae Whol of Sule Vcks Raving 15 illus., cloth, $24.95 
NEAL PETERSEN 


With Wittiam PF teidwin. and Pamy Puicher 





Wintergreen 

Suppressed Murders 

Anna Elisabeth Rosmus 

Translated from the German by 

Imogen von Tannenberg 

“TRosmus] again trains her determined, accusatory 
gaze on the conduct of Germans during WWII and 
after. . . . [OJld-fashioned, solid history.” 
—Publishers Weekly 


13 illus., cloth, $29.95 


arolina Press + 800-768-2500 * www.sc.edu/uscpress 








Got knowledge? 


Brainy compendiums and a know-it-all’s memoir will help you get your facts straight 


BY LARYN IVY 


URE, WE’RE ALL supposed to know the ba 
Si uch as how to paint a room, how to 
ike chocolate-chip cookies, and the prop 

r technique fot hat ging a picture on the wall 
\ ] a ‘ . 1+ | 1A } t 
We also assume re supposed to KNOW about 
the 17th Amendment, why we get goose 
bumps, who were the major architects of the 
0th century, and who invented the camera. Ox 
casionally say, if you mak habit of I INZIN§ 
round outside the Jeopardy! studio — you 
might run into someone who actually doe: 


know these things. 
For the rest 
of us, 






GUIDE 10 
ESSENTIAL 
KNOWLEDGE 








introduction by 


JOHN 





though, 
it’s nice to 
have a little back-up. 
There are a host of new books proffering triv- 

ia, scientific explanations for common ques- 
tions, historical facts, and general technical- 

and social-skills how-tos. They are entertaining 
and informative, and make great gifts for both 
the book and the trivia lovers on your list. 

The Experts’ Guide to 100 Things 
Everyone Should Know How To Do, by 
Samantha Ettus (Clarkson Potter, 
$19.95). Don’t know how to make a perfect 
cup of coffee? Terrified of a stick-shift transmis- 
sion? Tired of your black-thumb approach to 
caring for plants? For concise, efficient how-to 
advice for these situations and 97 others, The 
Experts’ Guide is exactly as advertised. Some- 
times it’s embarrassing to admit you don’t know 
the best way to perform a task that’s generally 
considered commonplace. Rather 
than having to eat crow and 
admit ignorance, check 
out the answers that 
author Samantha 
Ettus has gath- 
ered in one easy 
reference book. 

The guide 
is broken into 
categories — 
Morning Life, 
Work Life, 
Home Life, 
Weekend Life, 
and the Big 
Life — with 
how-to sections 
on such tasks as 
making a bed, manag- 
ing time, balancing a 
checkbook, ironing a shirt, 
choosing produce, mowing a lawn, uncorking 
wine, using chopsticks, making a toast, and 
buying a diamond. Even if you think you have 
some of these skills down pat, the book offers 
suggestions on making your approach more 
efficient or effective, or simply provides 
confirmation that you’re on track. 

Some of the experts Ettus assembled are 
celebrities: Jennifer Capriati shares thoughts 
on hitting a tennis ball (equipment is key), 
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and Donald Trump provides secrets on negoti- 
ating (be stubborn but know when to give in), 
Others are lesser known but experienced in 
their fields. The Holiday Inn “Housekeeper of 
the Year” provides instructions on how to 
make a bed (flat sheet goes on wrong-side 
up), and Terry Lenzer, of the Investigative 
Group International, describes how to run a 
background investigation (be a patient and at- 
tentive listener) 

The New York Times Guide to Essen- 
tial Knowledge: A Desk Reference for 
the Curious Mind, introduction by 
John Leonard (St. Martin’s Press, 
$35). Less interested in learning skills and 
more interested in, well, learning? Despite 
the never-ending flood of information avail- 
able online these days, there’s just something 
better about picking up a book. In The New 

York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge, 
there are no pop-up ads, 

no distracting 
e-mails, 





















no glaring 
screen to stare 
at. Instead, there 
are more than 1000 
traditional paper pages burst- 
ing with information on everything 
from the theory of relativity to the rules of 
ice hockey. The book encompasses a vast 
range of subjects and topics within the broad 
categories of arts; economics, business, and 
finance; and science and technology. It 
also contains a reference section, 
which covers everything from 
basic sentence grammar, to a 
table of weights and meas- 
ures, to a crossword-puzzle 
dictionary with how-to 
tips (this was assembled 
by the crossword-ob- 
sessed New York Times, 
after all). 
Want to know the 
gross domestic product 
of the Republic of 
Guinea? Interested in the 
causes of diphtheria? Need 
to know the area of a circle? 
Can’t remember what Jean Pi- 
aget is known for? All these an- 
swers and more are presented in a 
concise manner, offering key facts and in- 
formation appropriate to each subject. Inter- 
spersed throughout are sections called 
“Times Focus,” essays by Times writers and 
contributors on a range of subjects — hyper- 
tension, the theory of evolution, currency 
exchange rates, and more. 

The days of having a complete set of ency- 
clopedia on your bookshelf might be gone, 
but there’s always room for one more refer- 
ence book (even an 1100-page one). 
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The Know-It-All: One Man’s Humble 
Quest To Become the Smartest Person 
in the World, by A.J. Jacobs (Simon & 
Schuster, $25). Though presented more 
as a narrative, Jacobs’s account of 
his self-assigned mission to read 
the entire text of the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica is packed 
with the facts and infor 
mation he acquired 
along the way. 

Jacobs was con- 


They Made 
America: From 
the Steam En- 

gine to the 
Search En- 


cerned that working gine: Two 
as a writer at Enter Centuries of 
tainment Weekly Innovators, 
and then as senior by Harold 






Evans (Little, 
Brown, $40). 
Harold Evans, 
author of The 
American Century, 
has just come out 
with They Made Ameri- 
ca, a collection of mini bi- 
ographies on the innovators 
behind some of the key inventions 
in America during the past two centuries. 
Part coffee-table book, part encyclope- 
dia, the book is organized in parts, with 
each covering a period of American 
history and the major innovations of 
that era. Part one, titled “Pathfinders 
to a New Civilization,” includes bios 
of John Fitch, inventor of the first 
steamboat; Charles Goodyear, de- 
veloper of vulcanized rubber; and 
Lewis Tappan, creator of the cred- 
it rating. Part two, “America 
Takes Off,” covers Leo Hendrik 
Baekeland, inventor of plastic; 
Henry Ford, who we hope needs 
no introduction; Martha Matilda 
Harper, the creator of the retail- 
franchise network; and Walt Disney, 
among others. Part three includes more- 
recent inventors from the digital age: Ted 
Turner of CNN fame; Raymond Damadi- 
an, inventor of the MRI; and Russell 

Simmons, Def Jam Records founder and 
hip-hop-business legend. 

Mental_Floss Presents Condensed 
Knowledge: A Deliciously Irreverent 
Guide to Feeling Smart Again, edited 

by Will Pearson, Mangesh Hat- 
tikudur, and Elizabeth Hunt 
(HarperResource, 
$14.95). It is difficult to 
discuss books on ran- 
dom facts and trivia 
without giving some 
attention to this ir- 
reverent collection 
of historical infor- 
mation, even 
though it was 
published last 
spring. In it, the 
editors of Men- 
tal Floss magazine 
have compiled facts 
within 15 topics, 
from art history to sci- 
ence to religion. Litera- 
ture includes subtopics such 
as “Quotable Lines and How To 
Use ’Em” and “Classics Written Under 
the Influence.” History discusses “Great Ex- 
plorers You Have Never Heard Of” and “Rot- 
ten to the Corps: Tyrants with Horrific Rap 
Sheets.” Geared toward readers with a pen- 
chant for Cliffs Notes and the Dummies se- 
ries, Condensed Knowledge is found in the 
humor section of bookstores, but is as in- 
formative and educational as it is fun. ts 


editor at Esquire had 
led him to abandon 
intelligence-boosting 













pursuits for those of 

a more pop-culture nature. Weary 
of this self-described “slide 
into dumbness,” he decid- 
ed to undertake the task 
his father had attempt- 
ed years before: to 
read the entire en- 
cyclopedia, A to Z. 
(His father aban- 
doned ship some- 
where around 
“Borneo.”) 

The Know-It-All 
is a memoir of the 
year he spent pur- 
suing his goal and 
of the events that un- 
folded during the 
process. Jacobs brings the 
reader into a world filled 
with such random and bizarre 
facts as how Abbott and Costello 
formed their legendary partnership; for whom 
the city of Cleveland is named (it’s not 
Grover Cleveland); that the opposite of déja 
vu is jamais vu; and that an oyster can change 
its sex depending on the temperature of the 
water. His running commentary on the encyclo- 
pedia entries is witty, sarcastic, and influenced 
more by pop culture than by academics (he 
discusses “procrastination” by referring to the 
amount of time he spends Googling ex-girl- 
friends to find out what they’re doing now). 
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BLACK a; 


> paperback originals 


FORTUNE’S BASTARD | 
Robert Chalmers 
From the author of 
Who’s Who in Hell comes 
a “wry and pitch-black 
send-up of media hubris” 
(Kirkus Reviews), which was 
called “a novel of wonderful 
surprises .. . very funny, 
very sad, and very brutal” by 
Michael Palin of Monty Python. 


LAYER CAKE 
j. J. Connolly 


nee 16 med stew pages) an bemmeet — Layer Cate weet 
See 


Adapted and directed by Matthew 
Vaughn (producer of Lock, Stock 


and Two Smoking Barrels) as a 
feature film to be released in 
spring 2005, Layer Cake is a 


“funny, hectic, hard-hitting debut 
novel, [a] sheer, unstoppable joy 
to read from the first page to the 


last” (Literary Review). 


100 STROKES OF THE 
BRUSH BEFORE BED 
Melissa P. 

The best-selling erotic novel 

by a Sicilian teenager about 

a young girl’s sexual odyssey. 

“A wisp of a book that has 

had a wallop of an impact” 

(The New York Times). 


ba 


TOO WEIRD FOR ZIGGY 


Sylvie Simmons 
A razor-witted fiction 


AMERICA’S UNPATRIOT ACTS 
The Federal Government's Violation of Constitutional & Civil Rights 
WALTER BRASCH 


$24.95 © 0-8204-7608-0 © January 2005 
ORDER YOUR ADVANCE COPY NOW!! 


Within six weeks of 9/11, in a nation gripped by fear and hatred, 
Congress overwhelmingly approved the USA PATRIOT Act, drafted in secret 
by the Department of Justice, and forced upon the Congress by the House 
and Senate leadership. There was almost no debate, and few in Congress 
were given more than a few hours to read the 342-page document; most 
didn’t read any of it. The Act gave federal law enforcement the tools it 
wanted to track down and prosecute terrorists. However, there are sec- 
tions which threaten Americans’ Constitutional rights and civil liberties 
while doing little to protect the safety of the nation. Equally important, 
the Act has been used against American citizens who have no connec- 
tion with any act of terrorism. In America’s Unpatriotic Acts, award-win- 
ning journalist and university professor Walter Brasch looks not just at 
the effects of the PATRIOT ACT upon the nation, but also at innumer- 
able civil rights violations conducted in the United States, and by the United 
States, in foreign countries during the three years following 9/11. 


| This lucid, compelling, and well-documented study of the PATRIOT Act 
| and related government initiatives quotes Benjamin Franklin's argument 
| that “They who would give up essential Liberty to purchase a little tem- 
| porary Safety deserve neither Liberty nor Safety.” The study reveals in 
| meticulous detail how far we have traveled down that road, and what 


| may lie ahead if we do not heed Franklin’s warning. 


| 
| 


—NOAM CHOMSKY 


| The U.S. is now an evolving police state in the guise of national secu- 


| rity, but here comes Walter Brasch, a contemporary Paul Revere, gal- 
| loping through on a steed of information and warning, "The Americans 


are coming! The Americans are coming!” 
—PAUL KRASSNER 
co-founder of the Yippies, editor of The Realist, 
author of several books, including Murder At the Conspiracy 
Convention and Other American Absurdities 


A MORNING AFTER WAR 
C. S. Lewis and WWI 
K. J. GILCHRIST 
PB ¢ $29.95 ¢ 0-8204-76129 © 2005 
CB ¢ $69.95 ¢ 0-8204-7859-8 « 2005 


A Morning After War fills with unprecedented detail a critical gap in C. 
S. Lewis biographies. It traces Lewis's wartime service, relationships, and 
earliest publications (1917-1919). Probing war's traumatic destruction 
upon Lewis’s romantic expectations of tranquil life, this study sur- 
passes literary analyses of Lewis's work to assert a comprehensive def- 
inition of war literature. Equally, scholars and readers of WWI, war 
literature, trauma studies, and C. S. Lewis will find this work an invalu- 
able reassessment of central assumptions in their fields. 


Msg | | 


, WALTER BRASC 
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debut set in the fractured 
microcosm of the business 

of rock music, Too Weird 

for Ziggy has been called 

“a hot read” by Sharon Osbourne. 
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PETER LANG PUBLISHING USA 

275 Seventh Ave, 28th Fl, NY, NY 10001 

p 800.770.LANG [WITHIN US] 212.647.7706 [OUTSIDE Us] 
f 212.647.7707 

WWW.PETERLANGUSA.COM 


BLACK CAT & 


A paperback original imprint of Grove/Atlantic, Inc. 
www.groveatiantic.com 
Distributed by Pubtishers Group West 
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THE ART OF GIVING 


Robert Smithson 


EUGENIE TSAI, EDITOR 

With Contributions by Alexander Alberro, 
Suzaan Boettger, Cornelia Butler, Thomas 
Crow, Mark Linder, Ann Reynolds, Jennifer L. 
Roberts, Moira Roth, Richard Sieburth, 
Robert A. Sobieszek, and Eugenie Tsai 
Robert Smithson presents essays by top 
Smithson scholars alongside both archival 
imagery and specially commissioned pho- 
tography of the artist’s works; it considers 
the interrelationship of his complete artistic 
output, from the earliest figurative work up 
to his famed earthworks. 


Copublished with The Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Los Angeles 


$50.00 hardcover, $34.95 paperback, 200 color & 
b/w illustrations 


Childsplay 

The Art of Allan Kaprow 

JEFF KELLEY 

Foreword by David Antin 

“An extraordinary book. Kelley not only nar- 
rates the history of Allan Kaprow’s art but 
also tells the story of art in the last half of 
the twentieth century from an entirely fresh 
point of view.” 

—Henry Sayre, author of The Object of Performance 
$45.00 hardcover, 20 color & 162 b/w photos 


The Cubist Painters 

GUILLAUME APOLLINAIRE 

Translated, with Commentary, by Peter Read 

“Read’s excellent English translation of Les 

Peintres cubistes is the first since 1944.” 
—Times Literary SUPPLEMENT 

Documents of Twentieth-Century Art 

$29.95 paperback, $65.00 hardcover, 45 b/w photos 


and the \iuking 


of la rerivel 


Seurat and the Making 
of La Grande Jatte 


ROBERT L. HERBERT 

With an Essay by Neil Harris and 
Contributions by Douglas W. Druick and 
Gloria Groom, Frank Zuccari and Allison 
Langley, Inge Fiedler, and Roy S. Berns 

A fascinating, in-depth examination of the 
gestation, execution, and influence of 
Seurat’s masterpiece. Herbert provides daz- 
zling proof of why La Grande Jatte is among 
the most frequently reproduced paintings in 
the world and why it continues to fascinate 
scholars and art lovers. 

Copublished with The Art Institute of Chicago 


$65.00 hardcover, $34.95 paperback, 307 color & 
64 b/w illustrations 


Buddha Mind in 
Contemporary Art 


JACQUELYNN BAAS AND 

MARY JANE JACOB, EDITORS 

“Eminently readable and extremely meaning- 

ful. The contributors tackle essential ques- 

tions about the relationship of art and life. 

The book is also very timely, offering a way 

to approach Buddhism through unexpected 

channels.” —Lynn Gumpert, Director, 
Grey Art Gallery, New York University 

$45.00 cloth 103 color and 15 b/w illustrations 


FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY PRINTING 
Art and Visual Perception 
A Psychology of the Creative Eye 


RUDOLF ARNHEIM 
$24.95 paperback, 281 b/w illustrations 


SAHEL 


THE END OF THE ROAD 


Sahel 

The End of the Road 

SEBASTIAO SALGADO 

Foreword by Orville Schell; Introduction by 
Fred Ritchin; Afterword by Eduardo Galeano; 
Concept and Design by Lélia Wanick Salgado 
In 1984 Salgado began a fifteen-month proj- 
ect of photographing the drought-stricken 
Sahel region of Africa, documenting the 
enormous suffering and the dignity of the 
refugees. This edition, beautifully produced 
with thoughtful supporting narratives, is still 
painfully relevant twenty years later. 

Series in Contemporary Photography 

$45.00 hardcover, 88 duotones 


THE ART OF RAY 1 OLL 


Rapture of the Deep 
The Art of Ray Troll 

RAY TROLL 

Introduction by Brad Matsen and 
Commentary by the Artist 
Foreword by David James Duncan 


“A wonderful book.... Rapture of the Deep 
sneaks a wealth of wisdom about art, 
nature, and the human condition into a 
package that will delight people from every 
walk of life.” 


—Kesier Woooward, artist and Professor of Art 
Emeritus at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks 


$29.95 hardcover, 90 color & 20 b/w illustrations 


AT BOOKSTORES OR ORDER (800) 822-6657 © WWW.UCPRESS.EDU 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 
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Savenor's on Charles Street 
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From Alpha to Zipa: 
A Harvard Square Holiday Shopping Primer! 


Survey says: 
“Square is a Cultural Center!” 


Harvard Square Welcomes Winter 
SPARKLEFEST 2004 


Membership has its privileges 


Directions 


www.harvardsquare.com 
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Alpha Omega Jewelers is top on our list of smart and pretty gifts 
for the holidays. For example, the elegant jewelry designed by 
Christopher Slowinski; holds three United States patents - one 
for invisibly set diamond jewelry; another for machine set closed 
end channel anniversary or wedding bands and the third, a design 
patent, for a new cut of diamond - The Crisscut. 


For that stylish woman in your life swing by Alo and grab the per 
fectly soft, over the shoulder Bolero Cape by Suss. $174-$196 


Stop trying to figure out what size she is, wondering if it is her 
“style”, whether or not she really needs one. Come to April 
Cornell and find the ideal gift, beautiful, floral hand-blocked 
linens! The perfect gift that is useful all year round! $20-$110.00 


Give your loved one a Spa Treatment everyday! Visit Beauty and 
Main and pick up Sugar Blossom Body Treatment by Fresh 
This body exfoliator will do wonders and help bring back that 
smooth summer skin! $62.00 


Join Berks “Shoe Club”-Buy 6 pairs of shoes at full price and 
the 7th is half off, perfect as gifts for the whole family! 


Mom always said “a homemade gift is always better then buying 
one” Come to Bead Works and creates your own gifts OR pick up 
a Tool Kit and have someone make you one! $21 


Visit Black Ink and be blown away by the relaxing scents of 
Japanese Incense’s aroma $6. The perfect gift for anyone who 
likes to escape! 

Everyone needs new shoes... especially if you are just learning to 
walk! Stop by Calliope and check out the adorable line of infant 
shoes called Robeez! Pick the animal, fruit, character of your 
choice and your baby will be prepared to hit the road! These 
leather moccasins are the perfect gift for any infant -2yr old. 


$26.50 


Looking for an unforgettable gift to give? Bring your boy/girlfriend 
to Chameleon, where she/he can choose a Tattoo or Body 
Piercing. of distinction! Prices start at $50. 


Cross. Do not pass go until you pick up an Acme Briefcase for 
your favorite Executive Director, Assistant, or friend at $159 with 
fabric and patterns to please your favorite suits and fashionistas 


At Curious George goes to Wordsworth you will find palm sized 
chamois teddy bears, holding their own tiny teddy for the perfect 
stocking stuffer for $3.95. For Channukah you will find Yiddish 
Cat in the Hat. An assortment of enchanting educational books 
and toys for kids awaits every patron. 


DHR Stylists and Diego Hair Salon are delightful and dear and a 
definite DO! 


Eye q optical carries Prada Eyewear and many other smart and 
pretty collections. 

Finale. The bottom line is that we are happy to see anyone bear 
ing gifts from Finale! As we anxiously await their Holiday Menu 
we hang on to every word in the description of just this one plate 
Fantasia: Strawberry tart with vanilla gelato; peach almond torte 


with apricot sauce; white chocolate flower petals filled with butter 


crumb cake, lemon Bavarian cream and topped with sliced blue- 
berries; chocolate basket filled with mixed berry sauce and minia 
ture sugar cakes; orange créme caramel; cinnamon rice pudding 
topped with mango sorbet. YUMMY! 


Gino. Stylishly in Harvard Square for over 25 years, Gino is the 


perfect place to pick-up a gift certificate for anyone on your shop- 


ping list! 


Harvard Book Store carries our newest favorite book for old and 
young entitled: “We’re Off to Harvard Square,” written and 


illustrated by Sage Stoessel! 


Don’t know what to get that funky dresser in your life? Come to 
Hootenanny and pick up a fashion hart, you will find several 
types, brands and colors. $20 to $30. And don't forget the 
Graphic Tees which range between $21 and $24 


Irving House is a 44 room guesthouse located two blocks east of 
Harvard Yard offering a Frequent Sleeper Program. For those 
whose business brings them to Cambridge again and again, the 
more you stay, the more you save! Irving House has also won 
awards for being a GREEN Inn, again making it all that much 


easier to sleep well there at night 


You are never more stylish then when you shop at Jasmine Sola! 
This year’s perfect gift for that fashion plate in your life is the 


Graphic Tee! $24 


Kong Hong, as the cool James Bondish kids call it, though you 
may think of it as the Hong Kong. In any event, this eternally 
cool Harvard Square establishment features dancing, comedy and 


some serious Kung Pao! 


Leavitt & Pierce 118 year old tobacco shop and specialty store 
still in its original location in the heart of Harvard Square just 
across the street from historic "Harvard Yard. Get your red hot 
SMOKIN cigars and accessories in this wonderfully unique 


establishment. 


MDF/MOTTO offers innoyative contemporary jewelry, gifts, and 
home furnishings hand-crafted by American artists and designers 
Jude Silver, owner and curator, has exquisite taste. Each piece in 
these stores stands on its own design merits as a thoughtful and 


exquisite gift 


Music, posters, t-shirts, jewelry, Newbury Comics has it all! 
Great CDs Box Sets like The Beatles ($69.99), Grateful Dead 
($139.99) and James Brown ($34.99) or Red Sox Memorabilia 
such as hats, chess sets and a wide array of novelty toys for kids of 


all ages. 


Want to share that youthful glow often seen in Harvard Square? 
Stop by Origins and try the Perfect World White Tea Skin 
Guardian. This anti-aging skin cream is the key to longer lasting 


youth and vitality 
loz-$3 1.00/1.70z-$47.50 


Pandemonium is a wonderfully organized shopping experience for 
the game lover in your life. We highly recommend the Lord of 
the Rings 50th Anniversary set in leather binding for $100 


continued on page 5 
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Artisans’ Cooperative 
WEAVING * POTTERY * STAINED GLASS ® PAPER * FELT * JEWELRY 
SOFT SCULPTURE * SOAP * HERBALS * HATS * PHOTOGRAPHY 
COLLAGE * SCARVES * PRINTS * CARDS * CLOTHING & MORE 


HARVARD SQUARE 


36 JFK STREET CAMBRIDGE, MA 
617-491-3505 
Hours: MOn.-Sat. 10-7 Fri. 10-8 & SuUN.12-5 


Visit OUR YEAR-ROUND LOCATION AT 
36 WHITE ST., PORTER SQ., CAMBRIDGE, MA 
617-491-4646 


WWW.SIGNOFTHEDOVECO-OP,.COM 


continued from page 4 

Can't afford a real car? Come to Radio Shack and choose from 
the amazing Remote Control Car section. Prices range between 
$10-$100. Don’t forget to have a look at our Fugi, HP, Casio 
and Kodak Digital Cameras which range from $80 -$400. 


Find your one of a kind gift at Second Time Around! Every 
other day, this vintage furniture store, receives another ship- 
ment of unique, well-crafted, pieces. Make someone’s holiday 
season with a special gift from Second Time Around Furniture. 


Prices vary. 


What time is it? Time to stop by Swiss Watchmaker! Come try 
on Swiss Army’s new stainless steal, 100mm water resistant, 
Sapphire Crystal with red bezel woman’s watch. This is the 
perfect gift for the woman who makes you tick. $325. 


The Tannery is the source for everything that is Hot Hot Hot 
for the Cold weather. You'll find synchilla track suits from 
Patagonia in maroon, paprika & black, Uggs, Nike, Puma & 
Moon Boots, just to name a few. 


Stay warm this winter by visiting A Taste of Culture. Check 
out the beautiful, hand-made Alpaca, scarves, sweaters, hats, 
mittens and shawls. $40-$55 


Can't go to Harvard Square and not stop at The Coop! 
Amongst the cozy sweats and fun t-shirts you will find the per- 
fect gift for the golfer in your life. The Harvard Golf Bag is the 
ideal way to remind your loved ones that warmer days will come 
again. $169.98 


Has your child been nice this year? Swing by Tokyo Kid and 
pick up a character comic Plush Doll for $10.You can also 
check out the Monga Comic Book for $10, T-Shirts, and 
Robot Kits! 


Sick of trying to figure out how to carry all of your new gifts? 
Stop by Urban Outfitters and pick up a North Face Shoulder 
Bag. Various sizes and colors for $75. You can also find Graphic 
Tee's for both guys and girls! $24.00 


Want your loved ones to be comfortable? Visit Via Vai and 
browse through their beautiful collection of Eileen Fisher 
sweaters and hoodies. This is the perfect gift to keep her warm 


during these chilly months! $138-$300 


Zipa Jewelry weighs in at only 60 square feet making it the 
smallest retail space in Harvard Square and the absolute personi- 
fication of the rule that good things do come in small packages. 
It also the only store name that begins with a Z thus holding yet 
another special place in the lexicon of Harvard Square. 





Where in the world can you find an 
urban village with world-class muse- 
ums, 80 plus ethnically diverse restau 
rants, a constant show of street per 
formers, learning opportunities of the 
highest sophistication, and an ideal mix 
of shops large & small, all on a dynam- 


ic human scale? 


Harvard Square is that place 

and according to a new survey conduct- 
ed by the non-profit Harvard Square 
Business Association, this internation- 
ally known, and internationally fla- 
vored, historical area is even more 
dynamic and surprising by the numbers. 


The interwoven history of Harvard 
University and Harvard Square results 
in 6 world-famous museums and an 
educated population base to support a 
renowned constellation of bookstores 
occupying approximately 11% of the 
square’s | million plus square feet of 


retail space. 


This fall, Harvard Square welcomes a 
new “Market Theater” at Zero Arrow 
Street. Around the corner, we cele- 
brate the 24th season of the award-win- 
ning American Repertory Theatre. The 
ART is the only not-for-profit theatre 
in the country that maintains a resi- 
dent acting company and an interna- 
tional training conservatory, and oper- 
ates in association with a major univer- 


Sity. 


The Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education, Harvard University 
Extension School, and Lesley 
University together provide lifelong 
learning opportunities for over 40,000 


students per year. 


Harvard Square is home to many other 
cultural institutions including the 
famed Brattle Theatre for repertory film 
programming, the Regattabar for excep- 
tional jazz, Club Passim, a center of the 
folk music scene since the 60's, the Jose 
Mateo Ballet Theater with its world 
debuts and Nutcracker, The Cambridge 
Forum, one of public radio’s longest 


running public affairs programs, record- 


ed live every week in Harvard 
Square....and that is just to boast of a 


few Cultural Institutions. 


The Square has over 350 businesses, 
with a mix of locally owned (the 
majority), regional, and national busi- 
nesses (around 15 per cent), including 
some like Au Bon Pain which launched 
its business career in Harvard Square 


25 years ago. 


Eighty plus restaurants make Harvard 
Square a unique dining destination. 
Harvard Square offers Middle Eastern 


coffee houses and Four-star 
Mediterranean and New American 
showplaces, a panoply of Asian and 


Indian Cuisine, modern fusion delights 
such as French-Cuban, Pizza cooked 
every way imaginable (including 
vegan! ), dessert destinations of distinc- 
tion for every pocketbook, a burger cot- 
tage, and gourmet specialty food 


hc Ippes. 


People and families of all ages hang out 
in a pedestrian-friendly Harvard Square 
from early in the day until late at night. 
Numerous bus routes and the T provide 
easy access, and—contrary to public 
myth—you can park your car in 
Harvard Square - see www.harvard- 
square.com for a parking map! 


You can count on Harvard Square to be 
full of surprises, by the numbers, by the 
books, and by the enormous place it 
holds in the minds and experience of 


millions. 


COMMERCIAL FISHING 
NETS CATCH GRAFITTI 
OVER HARVARD SQUARE 


After working with fishnets 
fo} ale- mere) aalaal-iceii-lm-t-1iaa1e) 8) 
jefey-\ alam ia(-melUli me) i 

Alaska, artist Ross Miller cre- 
item ial-melalelial-lmal-iani(e|aie 
system that sparkles over 
Harvard Square very winter. 
SVamexelanleyialiave mare 0) ¢ai-1 m=) (10m 
1 (gler=|imexe)ag)ele)a\=in)e-m- lee m ial 
net rigging hardware the 
reeform patterns of 4000 

ate hvace(er= 1m le 1aial o0]| e\<m e\-r- lance) 
float effortlessly over the 
Streets. 


i al-me)gieliar-\mer-laler|are m=) (ls 
designs, first installed in 
1986, were inspired by a 
chance graffiti discovery in 
Harvard Square. A lipstick 
fole-\Walave Molmr--)¢-lamanle)se)aliare] 
into a spiral that Ross found 
olan ca\-mlalci(e(-me) mr-e)alelarom elo)aa 
behind Out of Town News 
became the basis of the 
design. 


A few years later collabora- 
tion with artist Shannon 
Flattery produced the irregu- 
lar spiral over Mass Ave. This 
design is based on a Hubbell 
telescope deepspace image 
of the spiral Whirlpool Galaxy 
M-51, currently 15 million 
light years away. 


The Harvard Square holiday 
lights, installed in late 
November remain up until 
m=) 0)40(-la\Aar- Met-1(-10) ¢-1¢(e)a ne) | 
Vila) (<1 ar- tale Ma (al -mal(elaiare leis late) 
the darkest days of the year. 
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SPEND $50 OR MORE AND RECEIVE A 15% DISCOUNT 


A.T. Cross Writing Instruments | Journals & Agendas | Stationery 


Photo Albums & File Folders | Canvas Accessories | Desktop Accessories 


‘ard Square | 617 868 7020 | Zero Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 


he Mall at Chestnut Hill | 617 527 0530 | 199 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 


Offer good between 12/2/04 - 12/24/04. Mention this ad for your discount 





WE’ RE DRESSED 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


Three festive dining rooms 


ey Four blazing hearths 


A 
In the heart of Harvard Square 


Open for holiday lunch, brunch 


and dinner every day of the week 


g!I Winthrop Street - valet parking every night 


617 864.1933 + upstairsonthesquare.com 





SPARKLEFEST encompasses three weekends of events in Harvard Square throughout the month of December. Sparklefest 
is kicked off with the Harvard Square Holiday Stroll on Saturday, December 4th! 


We invite you to warm-up in our welcoming tent in Brattle Square during our Holiday Stroll! Join us to sample holiday 
treats, take pics with Santa and Curious George, and have your Harvard Square purchases gift wrapped for a small donation 


to Cambridge Family and Children’s Services! 


SATURDAY 12/4/04: Santa Sails Across The Charles 


Boatride leaves the Galleria Mall at 11am and arrives in Harvard Square by Noon. Join Santa and a boatload of good cheer 
as he sails from the Galleria Mall on The Charles Riverboat and docks at Harvard’s Weld Boathouse. From there, Santa and 
guests ride the bright red double decker around the square to rally a parade of costumed characters who will escort Santa to 
warm-up in our Welcoming Tent in Brattle Square. Please visit the tent between Noon & 6:00 pm for holiday music and 


entertainment! 


Tickets for boat ride are $8 for adults/ $4 for children and are limited. Event is a benefit for Cambridge Family & Children’s 
Services. We will collect new unwrapped toys on the boat and in Harvard Square. For tickets call 617.491.3434. 


SATURDAY 12/4/04 Harvard Square Holiday Stroll 


Noon until store and restaurant closings. Our shops, restaurants, and cultural venues offer in-store entertainment, treats, 
and discounts on Saturday, December 4th. See listings below for complete holiday stroll events. Events are sponsored by 
the Harvard Square Business Association. FOR MORE INFO CALL 617-491-3434 

or visit www.harvardsquare.com 

HOLIDAY STROLL Participants: 

Beadworks- Free gift with $20 purchase between 10 am — 8 pm for Holiday Stroll Stroll Brochure holders while supplies last. 


23 Church Street, 868-9777 


Berks — Wine and cheese for our adult guests and cider and cookies for our under 21 crowd. 50 JFK Street, 617-492-9511 
Calliope — For every purchase over $50.00 you will receive one FREE soft, plush Snowman. 33 Brattle Street, 876-4149 
Cardullo’s Gourmet Shoppe — Hot spiced Holiday Beverage and European sweets served all day! 6 Brattle Street, 876-4149 


Charles Riverboat Company — Call now for information on specialty private cruises and double decker rentals. Mention 
Sparklefest for pre-season discounts! 100 Cambridgeside Place, 576-1111 


Clothware — Stop by on December 4th and sign up for the Holiday Raffle! Have the opportunity to win a $75.00 gift cer- 
tificate! 52 Brattle Street, 661-6441 


Crazy Dough — Purchase gourmet slice and get FREE soda or purchase one slice get one FREE slice of CHEESE. Purchase 
whole pizza get 4 FREE sodas for all Holiday Stroll Brochure holders! 36 JFK St (The Garage), 492-4848 


Curious George Goes to Wordsworth — Come see Curious George in our store and in the Welcoming Tent. 1 JFKStreet, 


498-0062. 


DHR Stylists — 20% OFF ALL products for Holiday Stroll Brochure holders. 
19 A Eliot Street, 868-5355 


Dickson Bros. Co. — 10% OFF non-sale items for Holiday Stroll Brochure holders. 
26 Brattle Street, 876-6760 


Grendel’s Den — We will be serving Samuel Adam’s Chocolate Bock-a limited edition beer brewed with Scharffen Berger 
Chocolate all day on 12/4! _ OFF ENTIRE menu with minimum $3 beverage purchase per person. 89 Winthrop Street, 
491-1797 


Harvard Coop — From 11:00am — 2:00 pm Santa and Mrs. Claus will visit the coop. Santa will hear wishes while Mrs. 
Claus is reading stories. 1400 Massachusetts Avenue : 617-499-2000 





Harvard Bookstore — Our sixth annual Harvard Book Store Gives Back program. On 12/5, 12/12, 12/19- 2 % of every pur- 
chase you make at Harvard Book Store will be donated to Cambridge Human Services Organizations. 


1256 Mass. Ave., 661-1515 


Hidden Sweets - 10% off all t-shirts and sweats for Holiday Stroll Brochure holders. 
6 Church Street & Brattle Street, 497-1797 


Leavitt & Pierce —10% OFF all items for Holiday Stroll Brochure holders. 
1316 Mass. Ave, 547-0576 


Legal Sea Foods — FREE cup of Legal Sea Foods Award Winning Clam Chowder with any purchase of an entrée. The Plaza 
at the Charles Hotel, 491-9400 


Moto Photo — Have your child’s picture taken with Santa at the Holiday Stroll Welcoming Tent on Brattle Square! Take 
home photo greeting cards, wallets and enlargements on the same day! The helpful people at Motophoto can show you fun 
gift ideas to create with your photo, including puzzles, mugs and tiles. 36 JKF Street, 578-0392. 


Museum of Useful Things — Saturday Dec. 4th ONLY, ask for ONE FREE “Gift Canning” with purchase at the Museum of 
Useful Things. 49 Brattle Street, 576-3322 


Origins — 10 % OFF with purchase of $50.00 or more. 8 Brattle Street, 868-8090 
Petali — 15% OFF everything for all Holiday Brochure holders. 1344 Mass Ave.,218-9965 


Peet’s Coffee & Tea — Samplings on coffee and coupons available between 2-4pm. 
100 Mt.Auburn Street, 492-9400 


Selletto — 15% OFF for all Holiday Stroll Brochure holders. 1356 Mass. Ave, 441-3636 
Stonestreets — 15 % OFF any purchase for Holiday Brochure holders. 1276 Mass Ave, 547-3245 
Tannery — 20% OFF for ALL Holiday Brochure Holders. 11 A Brattle Street, 491-0810 


Tealuxe — Special offer for all strollers! Buy 300 grams of tea get 10% off; buy 500 grams of tea get 20% off! 0 Brattle Street, 
441-0077 


Pizzeria Uno Chicago Grill — FREE dessert with any purchase of an entrée for Holiday Stroll Brochure holders!! 22 JFK 
Street, 497-1530. 


Upstairs on the Square — Which came first... the SparkleFest or the SPARKLETINI??? Brighten your day or evening with 
our wonderful holiday cocktail, specially priced for stroll brochure holders! 91 Winthrop Street, 864-1933. 


Veggie Planet — Bring your Holiday Stroll Brochure and enjoy a FREE cup of Hot Coco!! 
47 Palmer Street, 661-1513 


Vision House Opticians — $100 OFF any prescription eyeglasses OR sunglasses for Holiday Stoll Brochure holders. 7 JFK 


Street, 547-2837 


Wellbridge Athletic Club — Handing out FREE five day passes between noon-3pm to all Holiday Stroll Brochure holders. 5 
Bennett Street, Charles Hotel, 441-0800 


Woolcott’s Co Inc. — 10% OFF for all Holiday Stroll Brochure holders. 61 JFK Street, 661-3676 





Got Gifts? 


Come In & Touch Our Stuff! 


—, 


BOWL & BOARD 
SS” 


OL WARE IRON ele miiayc 
TO CHOOSE FROM. 


Cambridge 
1063 MassAve. 
617-661-0350 


Brookline 
1354 Beacon St. 
617-566-4726 


Hingham 
140 North St. 
781-749-5451 


Martha’s Vineyard 
Main St. 
508-693-9441 
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Gifts from Motophoto.. 
Portraits, Photo Mugs, 
Coasters, Puzzels & more! 
LOMOgraphic cameras 
put the fun back in film! 


36 JFK st, Cambridge 
lab 


617.497.0731 
studio 617.661.6568 
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Of the tet roll of firm 
limit one coupon per purchase 
Club Mesbers take an extra 10% 
valid only at Cambridge store 

offer expires 03715705 


Nothing is Hotter 


than FiRE+iCE 
WELL 


This Holiday Season. 


Park at The Charles Hotel Garage and get 
discounted parking plus a FREE ride in our Authentic 
London Cab to any participating Harvard Square Restaurant, CHEERIO/ 


‘ew esa) bo © Bimmer Winneal 
You could Win a $28 


ft certificate from a fine area 
restourant just by 


Ing with us. Detalles at garage 


DISCOUNT PARKING FREE CAB RIDE 





American Rep Theater (ART) 

Become a member for just $35 and save throughout the season. Members enjoy 
flexible savings without the commitment of a subscription. Come to the theatre 
on your schedule - at your convenience! Members save $10 per ticket compared 
to regular prices and with just one membership order seats for your self, family, 
and friends. Use a special members’ hotline - phone or e-mail - for customer serv 
ice. Receive invitations to special events associated with each production Enjoy 
dining, parking and retail discounts. Save at other local theatres with the 
StageSource Circle of Friends card. Stay informed with a free subscription to 
ARTicles and optional e-mail service. 617-496-2000 x8989. www.amrep.org 


Brattle Theater 

Membership at the Brattle Theatre is the best deal in show biz! Members enjoy a 
variety of benefits, including discount or free admission, first-class subscription to 
the film calendar, access to the Brattle's on-line discussion group, and more! You 
can now join the Brattle family online through PayPal. Purchase by mail using 
check or money - simply dowloaddownload the Membership Form. And of course, 
you are welcome to join at the box office during your next visit to the 
theatre, but please be advised that we are unable to accept credit card payments 


at the box office 


Regular Membership benefits include: 12 Free Admission Passes; $1.50 Discount 
Off Regular Admission; Coupon For One Large Popcorn & Two Regular Drinks 


% Discount On Brattle Merchandise; Discounts At Local Stores & 
Restaurants; One Year Calendar Subscription Delivered By First Class Mail 


Dual/Couple Membership benefits include: - 12 Free Admission Passes For Two 
$1.50 Discount Off Regular Admission For Two ; Coupon For One Large Popcorn 
& Two Regular Drinks; 25% Discount On Brattle Merchandise; Discounts At 
Local Stores & Restaurants; One Year Calendar Subscription Delivered By First 
Class Mail. 40 Brattle Street, 617 876-6838 www.brattlefilm.org 


Cambridge Center For Adult Education 

Become a Cambridge Center Member and help us provide financial aid to stu 
dents who need it (we award over $130,000 in annual scholarship assistance). As 
a leader in adult education, we are proud of the exceptional service we provide 
the public, much of which is not supported by our low course fees. General 


Membership starts at $50 - benefits include, 10% discount on most courses at the 
Center, half-price admission to special lectures, concerts, and performances, list 
ing in our annual report of giving, newsletter subscription to The Center Pieces 


42 Brattle Street, 617-547-6789, www.ccae.org 


Cambridge Historical Society 
Membership dues support the Cambridge Historical Society's educational pro 
grams, collection maintenance, and preservation and interpretation projects at 


the Hooper-Lee-Nichols House. Membership levels: Single $35; Family $60 


Benefits include free admission to the Hooper-Lee-Nichols House; advance notice 
and invitations to the Society's programs - lectures, walking tours, field trips and 
open houses. Discounts on the Society's publications. 159 Brattle Street, 

) 


Cambridge. 617 547-4252 


www.cambridgehistory.org 


Harvard Credit Union: 

Originally established to serve the financial needs of the employees of Harvard 
University and Radcliffe College, HUECU's membership now includes the 
employees and families of 20 hospitals and organizations affiliated with Harvard 
University. Once you qualify for membership with the Credit Union, you have 
the option of being a member for life. "Once a Member, Always a Member" is our 
policy here at HUECU! Even if you change employers, your membership remains 
open until you choose to close your account. Best of all, your family is also eligi 
ble to join. Just $25 is needed to open your account. 1350 Massachusetts Avenue, 


617 496-2002. www.huecu.org 


Harvard Coop 

Students, faculty, alumni and employees of Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Harvard, Episcopal Divinity School, Wheelock, Mass. College of Pharmacy and 
the personnel of the hospitals affiliated with the Harvard Medical School are eli 
gible for Coop membership which costs only $1.00 a year. By renewing your Coof 
membership or becoming a first time member, you will share in the benefits of 
membership year round. Your savings on Member Only sales or online insignia 
purchases more than make up for your $1.00 fee and in addition, you have the 
potential of a rebate on your purchases. After your initial membership year, you 
can continue to receive a diary by paying a $2.00 service and handling charge 
that can be automatically billed with your 


membership fee 


Applications available at the Service Desks of any Coop store, by calling our 
Membership Hotline 1-800-368-1882 or online at www.thecoop.com. Only paid 


members are entitled to Annual Patronage Rebate on items purchased at any 


Coop location 


Harvard Square Business Association 

This 94 year old membership based organization is one of the oldest business asso 
ciations in America! The HSBA represents members from the 350 plus, retail 
businesses within Harvard Square. The HSBA promotes Harvard Square as a 
unique ness as a Cultural, Shopping, and Dining destination through its events 
(Sparklefest!), maps and website www.harvardsquare.com! While our membershiy 
is limited to businesses in Harvard Square we hope that you will feel a part of our 
community! The HSBA wishes all of our members and visitors a Happy Holiday 


Season!! 


Harvard Museum of Natural History: 

HMNH members enjoy free museum admission, invitations to members-only 
exhibition openings and other special events, library reading room access, shop 
and program discounts, and more! Membership Levels: Individual ($40): Student 
or Senior ($25); Household ($60). Benefits include: Free admission to the 
HMNH, the Peabody Museum, and the Harvard University Art Museums 
Invitations to members-only exhibition openings and special events. Subscription 
to the HMNH Program & Events Guide. 10% discount on all purchases in the 
Museum Gift Shop. 10% discount on fantastic children's birthday parties. (617) 


496-6972 or send e-mail to hmnh@oeb.harvard.edu 


Harvard University Art Museums 
Membership Categories and Benefits: Individual $55 (tax deductible) Student 


(with ID) $45 (tax deductible). Membership benefits include Free admission to 


all three museums 


New Friends reception (offered to first-year members) 


Invitations to openings and other special events 


Reduced rates for lectures, seminars, concerts, and other events 


10% discount at the Museum Shop 


Reciprocal admission with the HNMH and Peabody Museums 
10% discount in the HNMH shops 


Membership Categories and Benefits: Individual $55 (tax deductible) Student 


(with ID) $45 (tax deductible) 


Reduced admission to lectures, seminars, concerts, and events 


call the Friends Office at (617) 495-4544 or www.artmuseums.harvard.edu 


Mount Auburn CemetaryCemetery 
Join the Friends! You are cordially invited to become a Friend of Mount Auburn 
Cemetery. The Friends, a non-profit educational trust, was established to promote 


the appreciation and preservation of Mount Auburn's cultural, historic and natu 


ral resources. 


Members enjoy many benefits: reduced admission to the many public tours and 
lectures given year-round on subjects ranging from history and horticulture, to 
birding, art and architecture; publications including Friends program announce 


ments throughout the year and a newsletter Sweet Auburn, brochures on special 


ty topics, rhe Cemetery's Annual Report; and a membership card and window 


decal showing that you are a Friend of this famous natural and historic sanctuary 


580 Mount Auburn Street. (617) 547-7105. www.mountauburn.org 

Passim Folk Music & Cultural Center Welcomes New Members! 

You can become part of the historic non profit folk music or yanization located in 
Harvard Square. Club Passim is the site of the legendary Club 47 and Passim 
Membership not only shows your dedication to folk music but also helps support 
the Passim Center's non-profit programs: Culture for Kids, Passim School of 


Music and The Archive Project. Read our Membership FAQ for answers to all 


of 


your questions 


Benefits include discounts on EVERY Club Passim show for you and a guest 
Parking for a flat $7 fee in the Garage at the Charles Hotel. FREE admission to 
the Club Passim Open Mic. Half Price admission to Club Passim Tribute Nights 


Special invitations to FREE member-only event Subscription to our 


calendar/newsletter Discounts on all 


Music. Volunteer FREE 


bership after donating 2 


fferings through the Passim School of 


All active volunteers receive a free 6-month basic mem 


5 volunteer hour 


$99, Family $100 $149 


(617) 492-7679 


Seniors/Students $35, Individual $60 


Passim Folk Music & Cultural Center. 47 Palmer St., 





Free Sooper 
Wiset 


pa ee 
so° 
Phe Chraeor 
Verto 


Via Public Transportation: 
Take the Red Line to the Harvard stop; or take any number of 
buses that come to Harvard Square. 


For more information and schedules, visit the Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) www.mbta.com 
MBTA Customer Communications Center: 

Main Switchboard: 617-222-5000 

Traveler's Information Center: (Route/Schedule Info.): 617 
222-3200 

Toll Free: 1-800-392-6100 

Hearing Impaired: TTY (617) 222-5246 


By Car: 

From the Massachusetts Turnpike: 

(Mass Pike - Rt. 90, East and Westbound): 

Take Exit 18 (Allston—or Brighton/Cambridge) 

Go through toll booth ($1.00) and bear right towards 


Cambridge, then get into far left lane at set of traffic lights. 
At 2nd traffic light (before the bridge across from the 
Doubletree Guest Suite Hotel) turn left onto Storrow Drive; 
Soldiers Field Road; exit at Harvard Square. 

Turn right to cross the bridge. 

You will be on JFK Street headed into Harvard Square. 


From The South (1-93 North): 
Heading north on Route 93 take the Mass Pike —-See above 


From The North (I-93 South): 


Heading south on Route 93 exit onto Storrow Drive west. Take 


Harvard Square/Cambridge exit, turn right and proceed over 
bridge and across Memorial Drive onto JFK Street and into 


Harvard Square. 


From Logan Airport: 
As you leave the airport, follow signs to Rt. 90, Mass. Turnpike 


West. See above. 


Parking: 

Street parking is available on surrounding streets in Harvard 
Square. One and two hour meters require payment (quarters 
only) Monday through Saturday between 8am and 6pm. 
Parking is free all night, on Sundays and holidays. See Parking 
Locations map on www.harvardsquare.com for information 


about parking garages. 


Very Brief History: 


Harvard Square began in 1630 as the Colonial village of 
Newtowne, which was chosen by the Proprietors of 
Massachusetts Bay to be the capital of their new colony. The 
village was the first planned town in English North America, 
and the streets laid out in 1631 are still in use today. Important 
structures survive from almost every period since the early 18th 


century 


Contact Us!!! 

Harvard Square Business Association 
18 Brattle Street, Suite 352 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
Tel: (617) 491-3434 

Fax: (617) 491-6976 

Email: hsba-info@harvardsquare.com 





dinner * lunch * brunch 


Spectalizing in holiday parties * Open until 2am on weekend: 
£ | | 


1230 Massachusetts Ave., Harvard Square 617-497-0400 


graltonstrectcambridge com. * harvardsquare.com 


Please visit our sister restaurants vedlinecambr idge.com anil lemplebar anbridge co 
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more cities: 1-888-257-5757 


enter code:200 


1-900-484-2525 50 min s25/cau 


wee 


QUEST PERSONALS" 


CALL - CLICK - CONNECT™ 2 


assumes no liability. 18+ 


FE a SOT nb 


FM 
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HOT SEX NASTY. GIRLS: 


h 7 is 0 7 hk 97 7 7 r 4x ACTION! . ‘\ nea 


1S ¢ her Sy ' 7 im ¢ y 990- 2625 


OFF 
MORE § o.. 


KINKY 


617.475.9000 
508.713.0000 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


e PER MIN 
E 1-800 
80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 889-2444 


LAVALIFE USERS.* lavalife 
ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN esau aan sean we 


Click at a Flick www.lavalife.com/flick $4.99 PER MIN 18+ 
*Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. Carrier charges may apply. 


Casual Dates, Intimate Encounters, or Just Fun Chat! 


Boston sinc 
call every daj 
7 NOW! Men join for only $F 


217-245-1000 
bf Worcester 508-365-100 oo 9 


Women always calli FREE 
Men use free code 7130) . 


 £ Try mobilehookup FREE! | 
Yext the word ‘hookup’ t@ ‘SFREE’ a 


Nationwide “ive 


SEEKERS Men Call: 

"or Thritsookers! | 1"017=976=1ALK 
1-800-399-KI55 

17.245.1052 | ae 


7 FREE Thrills using code 7136 ia Ladies Call FREE! , 
———S amma |.) 1-800-991-TALK 20 | 





WATIONAL is. oe| ee 
DATELINE ‘3: en tecs, | earerae 


‘a’ 19896758 


THE DOMINANT INSTITUTE 
= , 


a 


Live Phone Session 


1-800-DOM-subm 


Sincere, Discreet Lifestyle 
Dominatrix and Submissives Specializing in Every Fetish 
$54.99/half hour session 
All Major Credit/Debit Cards 


HOTTEST 300 
PORN MOVIES 
STARS sTuDIOS 


UPDATED 
DAILY! USE 


* Erotic Asian Dolls 

* Hot Ebony Babes 

7 4 «4° Sexy Transsexuals 
3 #Fem/Dom Worship 
Al e Real College Coeds 

|, e Sexy Nude models 

% ie 40+ 50+ Ladies 


CODE 
30 Minutes FREE!! 92904 


The Instant Replay 


1334 Main St. Waltham, MA 02541. 781-647-3390 
From Current to Classics 


s* Large selection of adult DVD & VHS 
, Used tapes from $5.00 to $14.95 
We Buy & Sell Used DVD & VHS. 


fos (hat! 


* Hardcore 

: Foreign 

: Classic 

* Gay/Lesbian 

* and many more... 


Bring this AD in & Receive $2.00 off any | 


DVD or Tape above $9.88 
Exp. 11/20/2004 


Bondage tapes 
buy 1 get 1 FREE 


STRICTLY HOT SEX 


Try it Free! 
WILD LOCAL DATELINE 


(code:3300) 
1 888. 599- DATE 


I1-800-B0 Heraerary 


Who’s Waiting for You? 
MEN for MEN 


a , Everyday hundreds of local girls 
/ call free, looking for guys to 
share their hot fantasies with. 
Talk to local girls who are 

looking for some quick, hot fun. 
Remember, women get horny _ 
too! Try it, you'll be surprised. Fe 
ALWAYS HOT, ALWAYS LIVE! 4 


- 69: g 


1-888-420-BABE 
1-900-990-7300..:::. @ 


| rays 


Aoed ed +58 min. 322 Herida’ 4 Best 


PHONE sex 
WE HAVE a 


Boston 
617-848-1677 
781-850-0066 
978-513-2411 
401-427-2299 
646-507-5564 
Other Loc 

1-800-777- 


FREE 


CODE: 7405 


RIAL interac 


DIRECTIONS: 


Take Rt. 95 Exit 18 Thurbers Ave. 
Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile 
Turn left onto Broad Street 1021 
Broad Street is on the right, 2nd Floor 
PWS 
NPL LO 

BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET 
2ND FLOOR * PROVIDENCE, Ri 


(401) 941-9901 


IT ALL 


Women 
18-60 years & 
and Shemales. fai 


1- 954. 938- 6969 


LL mAmEx, Discover, pre-pay 
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"Live Chat! 


my ee 


Try it Free! 
(code:3300) 


181-860-7385 T 620m 


‘300-990-7010 


LOCAL GIRLS! 
Want To Get Nasty With You! 


10-10-8800 


= Ext. 0600 == $1.29 Min 


stons Hottes 
"the Talk Line 


|-6I7-976-2eeee 


Ladies Call FREE 
l-800-265-LIVE 
(5483) 


=e For HOT B & D Action 
“a |-GI7-976-5000 


an Se } 
if ; Sarnia toe 
2) y 
: / 
7 xs y Me 
. / — au Y pe 
ie, % : 


so 
Vary t S ‘i 
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BOSTON SOCAL DATELINE 


‘2 casual. dtl tS JUST FUN 


SECRET PLEASURES 
FANTASY PHONE, ONLY 


LUDING ALL FET 


$+. FOR 


15 MINUTES 





Zo MINUTES 


CREDIT CARDS, oe PAY BY MAIL 


1-800-395-7525 
www. seratitenanatotnaton com 


508)663.2600 

8)856.0855 

‘978)854.0800 

free code 8214 
Meet’online FREE 


legaMates. com 


r Palen GREAT DATES are at (888) MEGAMATES « 18+ 


BROWSE & REPLY TO ALL ADS FREE 


oo 617-547. 
FREE CHAT LINEP CU 


All Local. Straight & Gay * 617-861-2000 + 800-519-8765 





min 







Boston's largest 
selection of exotic 
pootwear & lingerie, 
sizes § to 16” 












SFOWPLACE 


147 THOMPSON RD., WEBSTER, MA 
RTE. 395, EXIT 1 - 1-888-41PLACE 
OPEN 7 DAYS 12-1AM » NO COVER BEFORE 6 


COMING IN DECEMBER! ™"9 i > a Fe : 
PORN’S DYNAMIC DUO, ’ ‘ - You can feel the difference 


XXX PORN STARS 
BYOB Bring your own Beer, Bottles or Bubbly 


BARBIE 
THE TE BENNETT ‘Discrete. Up-Close . Personal & Very Nude 


CRYSTAL GUNNS |, : dot an anane 
IVIONDAY| TUESDAY [§ | (lea 
lable es | BW AYVUH NITE! 95 South to exit 23 - 2 Blocks on Right Satin Doll 





















NITES! 2 Come See Our Sister Club: 
www.lhe(adillacLounge.com . Open 7 Days ln ) owntown Provi dence 


ULE) $500 361 Charles St . Providence, Ri 35 Aborn St. 
|. @ a Tt a Bil ire ae PRIZES! 401-521-SHOW (7469) 401-274-2451 





Siahieietbiiniaiem:cahtmene ofa cate s 


cabana ra 


The Hook. 


NN mre ontent™ 
IV ZONES OF CO Get a Date Tonight! 


-781-382-4040 


FREE LIVE 
ONE on ONE 


FREE DIRECTORY MBHot Free Gay Lines in Your Area 
1-800-FREE-LUV 1-800-FREE-GAY, 


TH Ld a / 44 


Meet Men Now - 10,000+ Daily 


1-603-413-GUYS 


Live, Local, 24/7 


Come shop on the wild sire... 


New England Leather Alliance 
proudly presents 


Fleamarkee 24 


December 17 - 19, 2004 
Sheraton Boston Hotel 
39 Dalton St., Boston 


Super-low room 
rates still available! 
Call 800-325-3535 and ask for the 
Fetish. Fair. Fleamariet 
rate! Admission: 

Only $10 for both days! 
(discounts for NELA associates and affiliate clubs) 


Vending Hours: 
Saturday 11-6 
Sunday I 1-3 


Special Event: 

Masquerade ‘Call 

Sheraton Hotel Ballroom 

Saturday, December 18, 9pm-lam 

presented by NELA and The Network/La Red 

D] and live performances - $15 cover/cash bar - tix: 617-695-0877 


Check our website for more info on scheduled classes, events, activities, 
vendors, volunteer opportunities, and more! (or call 617-876-NELA) 
www.nia-ne wengland.org 


(You must be 18+ fo attend. No children, infants, recording devices or non-human pets permitted.) 


MEN ARE YOU 
BI-CURIOUS? 


Do You THINK You 
MIGHT BE BISEXUAL? 


Come to a FREE, confidential 
discussion group with other men 
that feel the same way you do. 


Boston 
(617) 423.6666 
Second Tuesday of every month 
7-99 Brockton (774) 776.7006 
FENWAY COMMUNITY HEATH Framingham (508) 663.2400 
7 Haviland St., Boston 
Lowell (978) 856.0856 _~ 
FOR MORE INFO CALL 4 
AVA YEA Peabody (978) 854.0854 


OR EMAIL i 
binealthfenwayheatharg Providence (401) 738.7788 


MEET 
Horny Men! 
Record & Listen to ads Free! 


(code:2222) 
781-861-1101 


igsicMorele (=m 8 As Ps] 


“ e Meet online FREE! 
CT) MegaMates.com 


ae Ho 
BROWSE & REPLY TO ADS FREE w\ 


{SO spanking. 

Lkg2 get spanked my good disciplinarian 
barebotiom with hand brush or paddle. Box 
74966 (xp 2/17 

Experiment. 

33yo bi discreet guy 5'8” 140ibs ikg2 
experiment with another safe discreet guy. Box 
61332 (2/17) 

Big shoulders & legs. 

Craig 35yo WM 230ibs athletic big shoulders & 
legs ikg4 50yo+ give/rec oral, have virgin ass 
f*cked by someone who knows how to f*ck it 
Box 95782 (xp 12/31) 

Take my teeth out. 

George hot bottom smooth 5°9° bid/bi love to 
s°ck C°ck, take my teeth out you'll love it, like to 
swaliow c’m, have a big c*ck up my ass, Malden 
area. Box 61371 (xp 2/17 

Athletic Ikg4 dom top 

Masculine athletic 34yo 5'7" 150Ibs 29 waist 
8 uncut ikg4 buddy to hook reguiar basis 
no altitude, prefer dominant top any race ub 
d/d free, have nice tight h*le for big d*ck. Box 
88551 (xp 2/17) 

ISO 65-75yo. 

44yo tong brown hair 5'11” 180ibs excellent 
physical condition trip firm body, disease free 
extremely big Ikg4 65-75yo to spend time, get to 
know. Educated, ride bike like music sports. Box 
20221 (xp 2/17) 

Bottom into ass play. 

Lkg2 get hole stretched wide & deep, ikg4 guys 
into leather, kink raunch who like playing with a 
hot tight hole. D/d free discreet siim-medium 
build offer my ass for your pleasure, guys over 
28yo. Box 15677 (xp 2/16) 

ISO pre-op TS. 

Ron BM Somerville ikg4 pre-op TS for LTR, lover 
must have big ass nice tits nice thighs juicy c*ck. 
TS to keep me down on my knees, no overweight 
TSs. Box 50542 (xp 2/17) 

Downtown newbie. 

Work downtown Boston, totally inexperienced t 
1kg4 patient teacher. 47yo 200ibs bik/br Italian 
very hairy, must travel married flexible weekdays 
mutual massage JO reg basis, kg4 someone 
with own place downtown. Box 14362 (xp 2/16) 
Cali me. 

Brandon 6’ 130ibs bid/ol Shirley, MA. Box 
60941 (xp 12/20) 

18yo BM. 

Cody BM br/br muscular 8” cut 18yo Ikg2 hook 
Box 88471 (xp 2/15) 

Professional mate. 

Jim 170ibs 5'6 WM mustache 

ssp her, ong chest ¢ 


e, own home 
talk. Box 61241 (xp 12. 
BM for submissive bottom. 
Tony dominant BM 48yo 5’ 
hairy tations 9° c*ck, Ikg 
bottoms who like t es 
Dorchester. Box 64481 (xp 2/1 
S NH 
23yo0 6’ 220Ibs br/gr tkg2 have g 
Box 84794 (xp 2 } 
SO ian Vv Ts wo 
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Concord NH takes care of younger guy 
Bottom into kissing passion body contact. Older 
man Concord, NH ikg4 WM 18-24yo smooth 
slim-med build, know how to take care of a 
younger guy. Box 64911 (xp 2/26) 

Quincy BJs. 

Guys over 35yo come over, get naked, sti 

d*ck in a warm mouth, will s*ck you dry 
morming of late evenings. Box 22901 (2/5) 

M/F couple Cambridge area. 

Man early 30s, woman late 20s. both open 
minded fun laid-back normal p 

anything, light B&D, S&M but not necessary 
Lkg4 bi girls or bi couples who want to party and 
play. Box 89792 (xp 2/11) 


617-374-3113 

Will do what it takes to get you off, sir. 
Submissive pig bottom ikg4 dominant aggressive 
top to put me in my place, make me 

Tie me to a bed face down, take C I 
h*le, pass me around. 6'1 b: s heavyset in 
Providence. Box 94225 (xp 3/3) 
Raw, rough, dirty. 
Raunch, kink, bottom Ikg4 ¢ Jominant tops, bears 
daddys who like it wild. Discreet d/d free slim 
30s, just a guy inte serious a°s play. Boston N or 
S. Box 18587 (xp 2/24 
Masculine bi. 
41yo masculine bi 6’ 189ibs 7 
ikg4 other masculine bi guys. Box 80051 (1/1 
M/F attractive. 

Man 42yo smooth 8 cut, woman 34yc 
petite, Milford Lkg4 M/F couple o 
attractive hung bi guy. any ything goes 
discreet, ub2 “Box 34752 ( 

Bi married 4 same. 

bi WMM 52yo good d looks’ shape dark/hz 175ibs 
well-hung runner's build bi married 
guys 30-50yo mutually ewarding time. dominant 
but very flexible, have own place outside Boston 


¥% cut in Revere 


U _ white briefs, 
wanted by WM 47yo str8-actir 


eh nite 


Fun & friendship 50+ 


Feet first 


Let's get it on. 


JO buddy 43yo+ 


43y0 Vv 


= am 617.976.8000 


aan me out. 


set clean discreet. Lkg2 ge 
licked. Lkg4 20-35yo, clean guys into 
for anc older uy, wear spandex light 


nus Lente my 6p 3/1) 

Sks older hin 

Mike WM good-lkg good shape 40yo 8” Ikg4 
older gentlemen w/dentures 4 expert oral 

well-hung and love pleasure. Box 

34591 (2/13) 

Want to make love to aged c*ck. 

Love well-hung thick c*ck, will make love to yo Dut 


One-way action 

55yo WM 5'7" 155ibs 
fo service homy bi guys 
dominant d/d free into 
15632 (xp 1/1 

Share rubber fetish. 
Assertive gentleman Cambridge area 
170lbs 7 % uncut 

kg4 passive subm 
spanking. Have singe 

i ecessar y that you ¢ 


only, ht/wt prop 


ISO slim Tv. 
5 2 4 


Providence to please. 
David ir SON e@ area if ve dottom 
1 ix — 


BM ISO goo head? 


Bi WM 5iyo N Shore 


*kend mormir 


Look one. in —. 


Native American in ners 


of 


Into JO and oral 


Older horny hungry thirsty 
CT Kent 


Wicked into ass worship 


Give & get 


bi will travel to s 


Ss 
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Victoria 


Latin Beauty 


5’7” 25yo 
36DD-26-36 
100% Female 

incall only 


617-501-4335 








781.270.0055 











CALLS ACCEPTED 


review 


www. TheEroticReview.com 


$$SS3$$ 


Sy Attention&s 
‘y Girls! fs 


$ nis 8 


$ Boston's premier 
$ outcall service 
is looking for 
beautiful ladies. $ 
Safe & Professional $ 


617-695-131] 
www.4ieg.com $ 


EERE) 







$ 
$ 


Adult Classified 








Fantasy/Fetish 


Lady Kendra 
Erotic Torture/Sensual Correc- 
tion. Elaborately equipped 1400 
sf w/private playrooms/X dress 
salon. Near Bos/NH/Worc. Now 
available in Providence by appt 
www. ladyKendra.net 


617-576-8826. 
MAXIM’S 


Lingerie, Modeling, Fantasies 
Fetishes, Role Playing 


508-753-3796 


MISTRESS KATANA 
LE 

Central B&D, bondage, re 
straints, chains & whips, fetish- 
es. Cross dressers. Located 
right outside of Boston. Great 
space. Beginners welcome 

www.mistresskatanale.com 


781-632-7362 


Entre Nous 
Hot sexy 38D 


Slim upscale female. Open- 
minded w/private home & hot 
tub. Very discreet daytime 


603-425-0086 





Phone Fantasy 


A Red Hot Phone 


Tease 
www.redhotphone.com 
CC 18+ Autumn's Phone Sex 


1-888-898-3958 








Are You Horny? 


www.justphoneawhore.com 
18 and up, Credit Cards only 


1-877-420-7808 
1-888-299-3769 


Bedtime Bunnies 
Phone Fantasy! 
Call a Bunny at 


1-888-30-BUNNY 


See your Bunny at 
www.bedtimebunnies.com 


Boston Hottest Sex Talk! 
1-800-811-4048 
1-900-263-9666 

Horny Housewives 
1-800-786-0397 
1-800-809-1597 

Intimate Connections 
1-800-264-DATE (3283) 
From .69c to $2.98/min18+ 


Boston’s Best Dating Choice 
Listen and Record ads FREE! 
781-860-7441 Free code 6200 


Cuckold fantasies 
4 short men 
www.letmommykissit.com 
$1.99 p/min 18+ CC ONLY 


1-800-570-7660 
1-800-651-1185 


Curious Lifestyles Meet 
Other Bi Singles Listen and 
Record Ads Free 
781-860-7441 Free code 7000 


Don't Tell My Husband! 
Wanna Play? Wild Times 
Await 781-860-7383 
Use Free code 6000 


Fantasy Phone Fun, 
NO Taboos 
www.fantasyphonefun.com 

18+, CC only, Call us Now 


1-800-630-8768 
__ 1-888-825-8860 


ae? 


GAY PHONE SEX!!! 


Chat live with horny guys 


tonight! $1.99/min 


1-900-407-8884 


INTIMATE CONNECTIONS 
1-800-805-TALK 
(8255) 


REAL HORNY GIRLS 
1-800-251-4414 
1-900-329-0900 


THE MEN'S ROOM 
1-800-618-STUD 
(7883) 


From $.69 to $1.99/min 
18+ 


LOCAL BI- 


GUYS 
Call 617-848-1677 
800-777-8000 


free with code 6718 


Meet Your Match Romantics 
and Soul Mates Local Singles 
Find Each Other by Phone 
781-861-1101 Free code 7100 


Mistresses 
Available 


Sissy's, sluts, subs and slaves 
18+, CC only, $1.99 min 


1.800.455.8750 


www.kinkycompanions.com 


More Swingers than Austin 
Power's Movie Meet them by 
Phone. It’s FREE to listen 
781-860-7384 Free code 5400 


PUSH A BUTTON 
Get a Girl 
Entef FREE code 5559. 


 617-846-9 
800-2' 









JULIAN 


SIZZLING HOT PHONE TALK 
1-800-785-2833 
1-900-263-9666 


From $2.50/min 18+ 


SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE 


Browse and Respond FREE! 
Gay & Bi 617-423-6666 
Straight 617-338-9990 
Free Code 6554, 18+ or 

www.MegaMates.com 


Strictly SEX! No Games, No 
Committment Just Sex. 
Record and Listen to ads free 
781-860-7385 Free code 7300 


Women at your 
Fingertips 
Enter FREE code 5559 
Boston 617-848-1661 


XXX FANTASY 
PERSONAL XXX 
All lifestyles, kinks, Fetishes 


1-800-990-9377 
1-900-443-5222 
from 2.98/min 18+ 


You've Got Male!! Men Meet 
Boston Men! Listen to ads 
from others FREE Post your 
ad free 781-861-2040 
Use free code 5100 


Young, Blonde and 
Nasty 


www.sororityrowphonesex.com 
10 min $19.90, 18+, CC only 
Mackenzie 


1-888-855-7659 





Beautiful Escorts available 
for massages, modeling, 


parties, fantasies & fetishes. 


Always hiring ladies 18-35 


617-938-8243 


Strippers 








New England Strip 
Ri, NH, CT, MA #1 provider. 
Male/female centerfold quality 
exotic dancers. 
www.newenglandstrip.com 


1-800-299-8311. 


(Also hiring selectively). 


Se eM 
Adult Employment 


ATTENTION READERS 
Please be advised that some 
adult employment opportunities 
require an up front investment 
and that employment is not 
guaranteed. 


$$JOIN the BEST$$ 

PAID DAILY, VERY BUSY! 
Classy, Upscale #1 in N.E 
since 1978! Attractive Females 
18+ for All aspects of the 
Industry! Escorts IN/OUT-Ex- 
clusive Regulars! Female 
Owned! Dancers, Casting, 
Models, Parties, Videos, Live 
Web/ Chat $$, No Exp/car nec; 
Flex Sched, Great for Students, 
Drivers needed, Will train. For 
Discreet Int: call ANDREA 


(82) 857-222-5410 


FOR CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW CALL 
I'M TEMPORARILY YOURS 


800-698-8829 
WWW.TEMPU.COM 





$100-$500/Hr. 
ECCENTRIC ADULT FILMS is 
currently seeking women 
ages 18-35 for amateur adult 
films. No experience 
necessary. For faster 
response email pic to 
peccentric@aol.com or call 


1-866-443-0800 or 
617-438-2924 


Ask for Mark 








ESCORTS $$$$$ 
New England's #1 Rated 
Service! Attractive, reliable, so- 
ber FEMALES! Have FUN n’ 
Make Big Money! All loca- 
tions..Flex Schedule..Incall only! 


Call 978-482-4100 


FEMALE DANCERS 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 


617-427-6514 





TAMPA FLORIDA 
RESORT CONDOS 

Treasure Island Gulf View 

or clothes-optional Nudist 

Cafe-Bar-Gym-heated pools 

jacuzzis, Friendly Freedom 
www.FLParadise.net 
813-949-NUDE(6833) 

www.Bos.Barefriends.com 


Honesty is our 
only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Premiere has § 
part time 


openings for 


escorts. 


preferred, 
no exp. 


transportaion 
needed 
Call Julia 


TEDDY SHOES 
Outside Sales Representative 
Needed. Lucrative Business 
Opportunity, Minimum Invest- 
ment Required, Knowledge 
of Club Network Helpful. Please 
call Steve for Appointment 
617-547-0443 


XXX Web 





www.abstractphotography.net 
www.abusivebondage.com 
www.clips4sale.com 
www.MasterDragon.net 


www.PrincessKali.com 


www.bostonadultdirectory.com 
Providing 100% FREE access 
to: Escorts, Independents, 
Fetish, TS and More.. 
FREE upgrades to First time 
clients. Escorts Call 
(888) 737-0469 


WWW.NEWENGLA 
NDSTRIP.COM 


1-800-299-8311 
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*AALISA SEXIEST 
PRE-OP* 





Barbie Doll, 28 yo 36c-28-32 8” 
Red headed sex kitten. Safe 
DTN loc. Dom, X-dress, all fant 
In/Out 24hrs. 


617-426-5221 
“ASIAN SHEMALE 


Layla 22 5'5" 36C-25-36 very 
pretty sweet & soft spoken. If 
you'd like a nice time please call 


617 594-2753 


*A BARBIE-DOLL 
PRE-OP* . 

36C-29-36 8”. 28yo blonde 

bombshell sex kitten. safe 


pone iy age X- 
iressing “ Dom. tishes 
& fantasies avi. In/outcall, 
96 


617-264-88: 
*Blonde Dutch Doll* 


| am a hot young sexy shemale 
who loves to please and domi- 
nate. My measurements are 34 
25 35 5'8 125 Ibs w/full C cup 
breasts. In calls, ask for Lisa 


MA/RI area. 





ALEXIS LEE 





Model/ 
dancer.5'5”,115lbs,34D-24- 
35 www.cocoshemale.com 

617 306-1256 


ASIAN TS 
WINDY 
5'5" 120ibs 36DD-25-36 seek- 
ing men for those who need the 
best massage. incall only. 


617-593-2490 





Hot Cuban Princess from 

Miami. Back in town by 
popular demand. 348-24- 
34. 7” of sheer 


617-731-3041 


BRANDY TS © 





CHOCOLATE/ 


VANILLA 
LISA & MICHELLE 
2 gorgeous TS's visiting 
from New York. 1 black, 1 
white. If you can’t choose 
one than have them both. 
CUM find out why they call 


New York the 


APPLE. Avail 24/7. in/out. 
So. End.area. 


617-894-3566 

















COME PLAY 
WITHA Bra ONE 


Sexy Black ts. New in 
town from Atlanta. with a 
Big black. 9", Fully function- 
al. B cup breasts. Dresses 
sexy for all occasions. Dis- 
creet So. End loc. $100 
special. in/Out'24/7 


~445-6455 













DAISY PRE-OP 


Experienced. No attitude. Sexy 
sweet, Latina in 


SPECIALIZING 
IN BEGINNERS 
617 288-2505 


GORGEOUS 
PETITE SHEMALE 


Hot Hot Hot! 
Sexy Brazilian TS 19yrs, 5 
110Ibs 100% passible. Located 
in Burlington Ma 


Call Sexxy 
*82 617-388-9484 


HOT BRAZILIAN 
DOMINATRIX 
Visiting for short time 
Shemale 34c-24-36, 57", 8 
inches thick, hard core 
domination. Call for a ses- 

sion today. 
mistresssamira9999 @ yahoo. 


com 
781-605-1294 





PRE-OP SANDRA 
Smooth Toned, Hard Bodied 
38DD-28-36 Long Red Hair & a 
HUGE ?!? 


781-724-4463 
PRECIOUS 


Sexy, exotic ASIAN shemale 
5'5", 120ibs 38DD-26-38 


617 839-3526 


SHEMALE ON 
FEMALE 


FANTASY 
JESSICA TS Brunette pre- 


Halian girl 5’ 
9860-24-37. Friendly mature 
& unhurried. Boston foca- 
tion. Inf 


out. 
617-947-5773 


SHERRI 

PETITE PRE-OP 
5'4", 125ibs, 348, dirty blonde, 
very sexy, clean, no drugs 


please 
617-779-8418. 


TO THE 
EXTREMES 


Are you curious? Do you 
wanna. go where you 
haven't been before. We'll 
take u to that place of 
dreams & fetish: fulfillment. 
|. We feature your bi-sexual, 
shemales Boo * post op's 
ran ive us a = 
Selectively Hiring. 
617-833-5896 





TYFFANI SHE- 
MALE 
BRAZILIAN 
BOMBSHELL 


New in town. 19 y.o 5'3". 
617-308-4520 


WELL HUNG 
LIKE A HORSE 
Sexy young black TS Tiffa- 
Ba town visiting from 
FLA. 9” ff. 32b, 5°7” 150Ibs. 
If you have what it takes to 
hang with the BIG one. 
Cc PLAY Avail 24/7. in/ 

out. “ey area. 


$100 donation 
617-938-1219 








aku, ESCORTS & 
2 DANCERS 


Discretly serving 
all tastes & occasions 


ets Males 5'10" to 6'3" 


Females 4'10" to 5'9" 


All Nationalities 
Ages 18-45 


= Zs oe All Body Types 


Cash « Personal & Business Busts A thru DDD 


checks * Traveler's cheques —_ VERIFIED OUT CALLS ONLYe 
Money Orders * PayPal 


© OPEN AMP © 7 DAYS AWE 6 17°802°0367 


=! Catch me while you can. 
“No blocked calls. 
978-886-3981 or 617-291-1717 





BE xcotic.a, 
LOM 


Sweet Heart 
100% 
Unforgettable 
36c-24-36 
3” 
15min. 
North of 
Boston 
























Be 
Enchanted 
by Boston’s 
Best 


DECEMBER 3,2004 ADULT SERVICES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 7 








Gorgeous 










































































New in Town 
Fully Functiong 


5’8” 36C- 
23 yrs old 
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!!PRO MASSAGE 
SERVICE 
Our nh am Asian girls give 


"Die ag in 


10am- iw par 


617-372-4199 


“A MALE 
ENCOUNTER” 


handsome mt os male 


617- 782-4499 


“A HANDSOME 
_ “ITALIAN BOY” 


d, 61° 180lbs, in 
Sensual massage, man 
n. Daniel 


"617-536-6917 


“ASIAN 


CRYSTALS 
BOSTON 
Come meet a woman who 
is sexy, professional & ex- 





otic for the much needed 
massage & relaxation you 
seek, 10am-10pm. 7 days a 


week. 
617-426-4049 





” " 

BORED BRIDE”! 
Bridgette.. 24, 36DD 25 37 
GFE+! get SO LONELY, when 
he's gone??"Baby it's COLD 
dutside”!! Cumnseeme! incall 
128N/93N 


781 710 1088 
“BRONZE BLONDE 


Gorgeous 19yo petite 5'7 
125s with long blonde hair 
36c-22-32. All the essential 
n of a MAN's desire. in/out 






617-938-8103 
"CAJUN SPICY” 


Creole/Lating mix. 34C-24-32 
Bayou babe is ready ready for 
you! Ask for Golden. 


(617) 827-6972 
“CANDI” 


For a taste of Candi... Sweet 
blonde, blue eyes, long legs. 
5°10 135lbs. 36c-25-35. Full 
lips. Serving So. NH/Northern 
Mass. Accessible to No. Shore 
Rt 95. In/Out 


603-470-8651 
“CARA 19YRS” 


Seize the moment. Young and 
tender, definite head turer. Af- 
fectionate sincere 34C-24-34 if 
you want quality time adn at- 
tention I'm the one. 

Your place only 


617-263-0503 
“CAROLINE 40ish” 


Alluring, absolutely stunn Ng 
ender. Willing ready and able 

A real gem 

Jiscreet out/call 


617-228-1398 
DEEP THROAT” : 


fompt unhurried 





508 371 4141 


“FANTASY 


talian Sandy, sensual 22 year 
id. So. American Tara, sweet 
19 yrs, 22 yo Jennifer 


617-713-0201 
"FortuneNOOKIE"!, ! 





’ y 
35S/Ma Pke Rite.9 


617 729 4040 


“LYNSEY’S 
ESCORTS” 


adies 19-45 available for your 


pleasure. Sincere 





ighout +4 MCNISA 
617-742-8662 
877-353-0343 


"37 Warm 





617 648 0102 














“SWEETHEART 


ENT. 
Come sample some of the 
best in town, OUT- 
CALL Selectivly hiring. 
781-632-7898 


Table shower, po 

Best full body massage. 

Everyday 10am-10pm. 
857-829-2723 


#1 BEAUTIFUL 


DANCERS 
QUINCY 
Young sexy Asian girl who 
will make your whole body 
HOT! She'll satisfy your 
fantasies by giving you a 


#1 BOSTON 
ESCORT 


LADIES of Boston/Miami 
Here to. satisfy your per- 
Sonal pleasure. 2 girl 
shows. bachelor parties 
from $125 & up. 

rates $125. in/out. 24/7. No. 


2°82-617-435-9630 


#1 BRAZILIAN 
Absolutely Sexy!! MAYRA 
Long dark hair ~— 
Bust Sexy Gor 
Body. 36D- eu All ane 
ral. Very Discreet, 

NO PRIVATE CALLS. 
*82-603 557-6147 





#1 MASSAGE 
WATERTOWN 
Japanese & Asian girls do 

the best traditional 
for. you. Enjoy & 





#1 QUINCY 
Oriental 
Best full body by 
beautiful Asian girs. Table 


shower. Body shampoo to 
— oo Enjoy 


*"§17-259-5729 


$100.00 DATES 
IN/OUTCALLS 24/7 
Outcalls in boston area only 
incails are located 10 min- 
utes north of Boston. Full 
service with a smile 


*82-646-852-4124 








$25 SWEDISH 
MASSAGES 


Do you want to relax, with 
good company??? | am 
friendly, funny and smart. 
Very discreet and very 
private!!! Location easy to 
find.. | wit make you feel 
great with my wonderful 
hands...then a happy end- 
ing. Stay as fong as you 
like. 


*82-617-233-6304 


$40 DESSERT 
SPECIAL 


'm a Chocolate Bunny 
5'6", 34B, 125ib, slim waist, 
Pretty face, and full ass. if 
its after work drinks you 
want to have..l'm your 
Chocolate Martini. i its 
some playtime.....!'m your 
Chocolate Treat'Ii its a re- 
faxing massage w/special 
need....’m your slice of 
chocolate heaven 


Bunny 
*82-617-233-2264 


$60 NO. POLE 
STIMULATION 


Hey fellas do you think you 
can get away today an 
Cum an play at my place. 
Satista 


ge that 


discreet 
*82-617-233-6913 














$DREAM GIRLS 

Young beautiful 

New girls every 

10 days. infOUT 
QUINCY 

*82 617-828-5693 





$MIND BLOWER - 


Sweet n Siow or wet n Wild. O 
top or on her knees this 









horney 19yo pla work 
her lips & hips until your 
JUICES drip. Serious ing. only 
$100 & up Incalls 
*82-617-767-9243 


$MODEL ZONE 
Join the lovely Asian stars 
in your Own personal 
heaven, Beautiful, Sparkly 
ladies, great massage & 
lots of fun. New INCALL lo- 
cation: Quincy 


617-828-8103 


(AMAZING GIRL 


24yo jauren vol Satisfy- 
ing your fantasies & desires 

providing a deep tissue 
massage that will lead to 
complete relaxation. When 
you are in ecstasy a warm 
shower w/a smooth touch 
will cool you down. 

Daily 9am-11:00pm 

718-801-6463 


(LIPS & HIPS 
ASIA 

49° Asian American w/a 
golden complexion and 
body to die for. She's a 
master at working her lips & 
hips. Cum get the workout 
you crave. 


617-953-2047 





TAME THIS DAME 
5'8" 125, 34C-22-34. Wild 
italian with big green eyes 
has Sex appeal ih bo 
phistication. Are u UP for 


the challenge 
*82 617-833-8637 





BODY BEAUTIFUL 
long red hair, sexy toned body. 
beautiful face and sexy lips, big 
bust, 5'7°, 120Ibs, sexy, lingerie. 
high heals, stockings, fantasies 
Incalls Only 


781-289-9846 


Sweet beauty 
satisfies your 

. QUINCY 

*82 617-828-5693 


“CUTEST ASIAN 


617 838-0771 


*ORIENTAL 
ATTRACTION 


Sweet & lovely young girls 
providing you full profes- 
sional massage. Enjoy & 
relax everyday. 10am- 
tipm. 7 days a week 


617-739-2763 


“AWESOME 
LINGERIE 





@hotmail.com 


781-757-0228 


‘AWESOME* 
_ BLACK MALE 


7” 145lbs 





3 top 
ned incails only 


"617-277-9987 


“BUSTY ITALIAN 
RENEE 

Volup 100% blonde haired 

ttatian with ting & 

3800's, Let her make 

you Quiver. She can 

please epee man. 2 gitt spe- 


857-991-6748 











*CHINESE 
SWEETIES* 
Sweet & reserved 
Chinese girls 
known to please, 
amaze & sooth. 
IN/OUT 
SOMERVILLE 
617-839-0641 


*DELIAHAH" 


Beautiful 


Friendly ke to have a qooc 


(508) 337-5908, 
(508) 345-5812 


*DELICIOUS* 
Hi! Unteash your fantasies. 
Hot body massage by dis- 
creet, beautiful sensual 
sexy lady. Waiting to fulfill 
your fetishes. in/out, Boston 
area. Discretion aSsured. 


617-823-5051 


*LONG ISLAND 


LOLITA 
Flirty blonde looking to 
SPREAD her New York 
taste to Boston. Come take 
a bite out of the BIG 


APPLE 
617-778-3215 


*PENTHOUSE PET* 
32DDD-25-35. Natural Full 
Breasts, a Kickin’ White J-LO 
Butt, & Full Luscious Lips- You 
Will Love. My Body is Very 
Toned & My Skin is Silky Soft 
See Photo On-Line. Top Qual- 
ity-Atfordable Rates. The time 
of your life. 9AM-4PM. OutCalls 
Only! 


781 297-7173 


*Relaxation 
Station 


Oriental Sweet and Lovely 
a | girs give you the 
best & soft 


massage. 
10am-1ipm 7 days a week 
For Appt. 
617-247-5908 





*SUPERGIRLS 
Young & Sexy girls 18-22. Plen- 
ty to choose from. GFE, fetish- 
es, bachelor parties. Visual 
Guarenteed to make all your 
parts NUMB. in/out. 24/7. 

Selectivly hiring 


*82-617-233-6913 


*SWEET TOUCH* 
We provide sweet & beau- 
tiful young Oriental girl. 
Massage Institute pain re- 
lief. Full body relaxation for 
men & women, 11am-9pm. 


incall appt. 
617-739-5116 


*VICTORIA’S 


ASIAN SECRET 
Experience the fantasy & 
relaxation of our lovely 
‘pm aly therapists. 10am- 
tipm dai 

617-918-3899 





*WET & WILD 
ladies always available 4 
all occasions 20-30yo 
HIRING!! Verified outcalls only 


617-319-7515 
+ASIAN HOTTIE 


Sweet & sexy 24 yo 5'5° 
36¢-24-36 wilong black hair 
providing you comfort in a 
private & discreet setting 
Close to downtown & T. Let 
ASIA LING fulfil! your 


fantasies 
617-427-3794 


Exotic 





007GREEK 
Goddess Showers+ FBSM Cus 
iom Lic nuc Sac 
al Therapist 





Tantra Ultimat 





Friend Exp 
Massag FREE WEB-BJ videos 
Dictionary REVIEWS 


H2Enema Princess Di testimo- 

nial INDEPENDENTS Tour 

USA cash/MC/Visa 
www.BiJuliet.com 


1-888-610-5657 





bt usty brune’ 36C- 


1g dark Drown hair 





Release 
shoulder/back pain. Full body, 
M-Sun. 






1NA MILLION 
DANYELLE 
10 Busty Brunette 5” 115. 
+26-34. Brown eyes w/ 
an amazing smile. Incalis 
only’ i] 


‘978-788-01 97 


100% FULL 
SERVICE 


Casandra 18 y.o Italian 
blond bombshet] With blue 
eyes 5’6 130Ibs 36DD-26- 
36 Looking to make all fan- 
tasies reality. In/Out. 24/7 


617-567-6272 
2 GIRL SPECIAL 


Vanessa & Friends 





fetishes fulfilled 
Inout 


*82-978-943-2123 


ASIAN GIRL 


in town starting 11/11 
ioe, Fun time 
le of your day 


"6 7-661-2438 


ACLASS ACT 
Tall blonde 5’7” 
34B-26-36 w/firm 
athletic figure. 
Unrushed sessions 
617-233-1087 


AHAND 


''W release your stress with 
a lustfull body massage 
Call Sexy Cindy 
25 special. 
617-304-7150 


A SPECIAL 
CLOSENESS 
ALISON. 9am-6pm 
M-F 


781-458-0491 





**PAULA** 
Busty Brunette with long hair 
40yrs Patient & experienced, [I'll 
take my time so you enjoy your 
time with me. Discreet. Vert 
outcalls 


(978)-681-8666 


ABBY THERAPY 
MASSAGE 


tension stress 


Comm Ave. Beston 


617-734-0274 


ABSOLUT 10 
My hait, My lips, My legs, 
My face, My chest and even 
my feet. Very discreet. The 
title says it all, Now it is your 
turn to call. In/outcalls 


*82-617-833-8039 
ABSOLUTELY SEXY 





Hot Asian girl 5'6" 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! Incall only Call LILY 


*82-617-451-1312 
ADAM & STEVE 


Whether you are curious, a 
‘memacoenet 
craves man 
man fun. Our fellows wilt 
keep you CUMING back for 


more, 
617-833-5896 

















ADDICTIVE 


ATTRACTION 
Tall tong-legged 57 
blonde. 115Ibs. 36c- hazel 
eyes. She'll have you 
CUMing back for more. In’ 


out 
781-720-9327 


AFTER DARK 
617-451-0414 
outcall 


www.afterdarkescorts.net 


ALL AMERICAN 
GIRL 


— 617-938-8103 


Upscale location In/out 


ALL STAR GFE !! 


Brand New & ready to Please 
LILY- New GFE Tall, Busty. 
Blonde and Wild, a real Party 
Animal 


MERCEDES New Petite GFE 
Girl Next Door Co-ed Who has 
it all! VIOLET - Brand New,GFE 
Sweet & Sensuous Co-ed w 
great Lips! Pleasing YOU is our 
with N.E. Best & 
Largest Selections of Ladies 


#1 Priority 
atering to ALL your needs IN 

T 24/7 * Parties and All 
0 «¢ as ons! 
www.dangerouscurvesusa. com 


(*82) 617-980-6360 


ALMOST A 


MODEL 
JEWEL 
Come and experience a 
woman sexier than you can 


ever imagine with her slim 
petite body and wonderful 
curves. Have every wish 


and fantasy completed and 
shine like a jewel. In/Out 


*82(617) 259-7578 
AMBER 


Sexy, Slender, Sultry gorgeous 
redhead waiting to light your 
fire. avail 24/7. Outcalls only. 


781-929-3023 


AMERICAN APPLE 
PIE 


19yo naughty TIGHT blonde 
looking to be broken in by a few 
good men. 36D-24-36 with 
Curves in all the right places 
Give a call and !'ll cum to you. 
Outcall only. Full service with a 
smile 


*82-617-438-0720 
ARE U KINKY? 


Live out your fantasy today. 
Your ASIAN GODDESS 34D- 
22-34. All natural 

Lingerie & heels In/Out 


978-869-1314 





ASIAN 
BODYWORK 
BOSTON 


Professional. massage by 
pretty, sweet, 


Asian 
beauty. Total relaxation in a 
clean discreet Sea. Fresh 
face every week. Lowest 
fates around. CCA for out- 
call only. IN/Out 24/7 


*82-617-777-7647 





ASIAN GODDESS 
Young Petite 34d natural. I'm 
like “SILK feel 4 cg 
Lingerie & heels. In/Out. 24 


978-869-1314 


ASIAN 


JAPANESE GIRL 
Young & on 
Explore your 
infOut Cale 7 7 Pansy 153 week. 


617-2 


ASIAN MASSAGE 
NASHUA NH 
In/OUT 10am- 


Tipm 
“82-617-777-7647 











- ASIAN RUB 
FRAMINGHAM 
AREA. 


Professional. massage by 

sweet Asian beauty. 
Fresh face woe, week 
10am-1 1pm. 


*82-617-828-9870 
BARELY LEGAL 


BLONDE 





with a cute bubble b it Vis sua 
guarantee, Lv. voice nessage 
only. In/Out 


(508) 504-2089 


BEACH BUNNIES 
All calls from $125 & up. 
Infout. 24/7, No. & So. 
Shore. W. Mass, the Cape, 
& other places. Call to see 
where the fun is 





BEATRICE 
Brunette w/ waist length hair & 
gorgeous face providing sen 
sual massag 
you in ecstasy. 


*82-857-888-9942 


BEAUTIFUL 
New ANGEL fiying into the 
City. 34c-23-36 bombshell 
wia face & real 

ID providing a sen- 
suous & unforgettable mas- 
Sage in a convenient loca- 
tion 


617-501-1642 








BEAUTIFUL 
BRUNETTE 


Dancers body. Gorgeous face. 
19 yo 512” 105. 32B-22-34. U 
deserve the best. In/Out 


617-721-2465 





BIGMONEY 


FLA Escort Company 
WANTS. ESCORTS & 
DANGERS. Huge ‘income. 
Call now for Big money 
Now in Boston area 


407-694-3798. 













BLACK BEAUTY 
& BRAZILIAN 
GODDESS 


Gina & Jada 


774-274-6799 


BLACK EROTICA 
20yo Black female. 36B-22- 
32. Nice round butt. Freaky 
& outgoing. Satisfaction 

ao Boston area 


“BI7. 7-437-1773 





BLACK MALE 
Magazine & fitness model 
10” of perfection. No & So. 
shores In/out Call Tyson 


781-724-4464 














BOSTON’S BLVD 
All nationalities & ages. Outcall 
24/7. Incall No./So. Shore & 
Boston area. Half Price 
Specials!! NOW HIRING! 


617-426-5073 


BRAZILIAN 
MASSAGE 


THROAT. !'li let you work 
tit | CHOKE. INCALLS 
ONLY, 24/7. 


om ee 
61 7-308-7166 


BRAZILIAN 
BEAUTY 


22yrs old hot Brazilian girl 
55", 120Ibs, 360-26-38 
erotic massage, sensual 
ers Located in SO. NH 


603-674-4582 





BRAZILIAN 
BABES 


If your tooking to be blown 
away in a kinky & classy 


Way our ay oon is here 
ory ai Fetish, 24/7. 


"617-9 7-980-2369 


BRIGHTON 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


New Asian every 10 
days a week. 





All Asian girls. Fresh faces 
every week. Open 10am- 
11, 


pm daily. 
617-938-1821 


BUSTY & 
BISEXUAL 
Bisexual college girl looking 
for a discreet encounter. 
Your place onmine:-24/7 -= 
617-669-1363 


BUSTY & WET 
Horny GUSHING blonde 5’6” 
38D-24-36 ready to explode all 
over you. Cum get a taste while 
it's HOT!!. Outcall only. Full ser- 
vice with a smile. 


*82-617-438-0720 


CAPTIVATING 
20yo. wilong blonde curly 


hair, Natural 360-25-34 w/a 
toned behind. My bedroom 





617-499-7719 
CARAMELA 


Come and taste the sweet body 
of Carmela and go to a far 
place of pure bliss. 5'-4" 115ibs 
34B-22-32 


*82 617-259-7578 


CARIBBEAN 


FIESTA 
Cum 3 in the Party. 
Largest selection of attrac- 
tive Caribbean Isiand girls. 
Make those Maracas 
Shake. Incali/Outcall. 


617-833-8039 





CAROLYN 
Visiting for short time 
Enjoy the the ultimate Gir- 
friend experience. Class’ sx 

35 yo 5'5° 36D-26- 
blonde, curvy in all the right 
es! Verifiable in/Out 


block phone-numbers. 
781-226-1679 

CHANEL 
Fresh yet sizzli 


busty 
Latina. X-porno Star. 
New in town! $1000/nr. 


“888-455-3331 or 
866-863-8465 


CHERRI 


Hot juicy babe. let’s have fun 
Massage, fetishes & no games. 
Incall only. 24/7 


508-577-3633 


tre tre 


55 Es ANAS AOE RON SES HEBRON NSE SP URE CG 5 MERRIE HT pm 
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CHINA DOLL 
All the time! Beautiful girts, 
looking to Cum take you 
away. 
Call bah for an appt. 


*82-617-833-8040 


CHINESE GIRL 
Prompt service. 
I'll take my time 
for re 
ALLSTON 
617-828-2950 


CHINESE 
PLEASURES 


petite 20yo Chinese 


fopless massage. I'll 
Bath you, shower you and 


INCALLS ONLY. 24/7. 


$30 special 
617-388-2972 


TEMPTATION 


Sexy discreet Black 
to fulfill all 
your fantasies. Intimate de- 
sires. Boston area. Incall 


fema'e. 


only 
617-437-1773 


CHOICES 


The choice is ALL 
YOURS!!! Right at your fin- 
ger tips we have women of 
all nationalities to satisty 
your every need, fulfillment 
& desire. infOut. Positive 


callers onty. 
*82-617-905-4718 
*82-617-504-3083 


CMT 


Chinese massage therapy. 


Different Chinese girls to 
choose from. Experience 


COCO 21 
Mysterious attractive young girl 
Looks for Hot confident men 
) who like breast spanking & toys. 
Are you ready to take me over 
» your knee. Call for appt 


617-427-9996 


COME PLAY 
WITH A BIG ONE 
DARNELL 


617-427-2458 






COMFORT ZONE 
New in town Young Asian 
gir. Nice & clean area. Feel 
retaxed and refreshed. | 



















CRISSY 
eee ts ae 
to RUB YOU ALL OVE! 
AND SEND YOU OVER 
THE TOP! Petite, young 


and tons of fun!! 
i/Out 


857-991-4410 


D’s!! 

36DD all Natural. 19yo 
sexy beautiful college coed. 
§'4" 36DD-22-34. On my 
KNEES Ready to PLEASE. 
(take my _ time. 
TOPLESS MASSAGE. 
TINA, 24/7 

$25 half-hour special 

617-905-9762 


DELICATE 


DESSERTS 
IS HIRINGI'ISSS$ 


DIRRRTY BLONDE 


College sweetheart in town for 
a short stay, I'm 18, 32b-22-32, 
green eyes, tanned & toned. |'ll 
travel to you.2 girl special rates 


In/Out. No. Shore area 


617-319-7385 
EBONY & IVORY 


These 2 hot & sexy college 
coeds are here to fulfill all of 
your fantasies. Lingerie shows. 
2 girl shows. Lap dances, Hot 
oil body rubs avail. Ask for pics 


online.. in/out 24/7 


857-204-7371 


laxed, sale, : 
avail w/a she-male com- 
- Backbay area. In/ 


BITASTATTS 





natural, all firm. 
all yours. in/out. 


Call Butterfly. 
Selectivty iri 


617-970-2711 








Gentleman's Club 
Class & —_ com- 
bined. Experience the 

ultimate in escort service & 
extravagance of beautiful 
women that fulfill any man’s 





GIRLS GONE 


WILD 
Ready to please, Hot young 
college coeds. Discreet & 
classy encounters. Other 
sexy playmates avail for ful- 
ly experienced body-rubs 
lap dances, dom, 2 girl spe- 
cials & exclusive lingerie 
mel: in/out 24/7 


720-9327 













GRAND OPENING 
NOW OPEN 
7 days a week 


by our Chinese models 
10am-8pm 
Presidents Lane. 
QUINCY CENTER 


617-328-0830 


HAWAIIAN GOLD 
Hawaiian magic I'm tanned 
tonned, with all the right 


curves In/outcall 


617-833-8637 


HEADMASTER 
Candy 18yo swedish blond 
§'5 115 Ibs 34C-24-34 
Cum in my mouth not my 
hand satisfaction ran- 


teed. INCALLS ONLY 24/7 
617-567-6272 


Hello KITTY!!! 


Sinful n Seductive 
NA..Tall n Tan.. Dancer Body 


28..Purrfect 36C 24 35. Long 
Long Legs. Willing n Wicked! 


Cumonova. MEOW! 93N/495 


617 797 6667 


HELP WANTED. 
Need to make big $$$ ?? 
Need to pay for school 7? 









HONEYBEE 


Wanna HIT the HONEYPOT on 
this 19 yo 5'7° 36D-26-36. I'm 
my -Sweet 


ready to spread 


Sweet Honey ail over you. Find 
out what the BUZZ is all about 
Outcall Only 
smile 


*82-617-438-0720 


Hot Asian Girls 

Beautiful, young 
iris are wait 
Foes 

every 10.days. 

(617) 304-2061 


HOT ITALIAN 
LOVE 
| like 2 touch. | like to play. 
Make me cum Fillet u stay. 
invOutcall. 2 








Let us provide 
you with the best service ever 








SABRI- 














Full service with a 





ole also avail. By appt only 


617-817-6934 
617-254-1188 


INTIMATE 
ENCOUNTER 





" *82-617-438-0720 


JEWEL 
Captivating 19yo w/long 
blonde haired beauty w/di 
namic figure. Natural 360. 
25-35 with a collective 
wardrobe from NASTY 
school girl to LEATHER & 
LACE. In/Out. See photos 
on Phoenix website 


617-499-7719 


JEWELS OF 


BOSTON 
SECRET PLEASURES 
Beautiful escorts available 
for massages, modeling 
parties, fantasies & fetisnes 
Come share your secrets 
with us. Always hiring at- 
tractive ladies 18-35. In/ 

OUT. 24/7 


617-938-8243 


JOY OF TOUCH 


Allow yourself to experi- 
ence the pleasure of a sen- 
sual, 


617-839-0641 


JUICY SWEET 
JAILBAIT 


Horney steamy young blonde 
waiting for you to put out my 
flame. 19yo. 36-26-36. Ready 
to get loose & wild. Outcall only 


Full service with a smile 


82-617-438-0720 





KINKY 
SCHOOLGIRL 


18, 5'4", 110, hot wild blonde. 


Discreet service. In/Out 


781-975-0107 


ce nage 
Come in this booty- 
licious Brazilian 

where your fantasies wate be 
fulfilled. 5'3” 115, 340-22- 
32. It want the BEST 
you will receive the SEST, 
Calt me. In/Out, 


857-991-4406 


LOLLIPOP 
ESCORTS 


Variety of ladies waiting to give 
you sticky sugar. CUM Give us 
a LICK. Selectively hiring. in/out 


calls 24/7 


857-991-4410 
LONGLEGGS 


Mya: 20 yo. asian/Latin mix. 5 
120Ibs 34c-28-34. Let this tal 


taned & toned LEGGY female 


wrap her self around you. Ser 
vicing North & South shore 
*82 617-980-6699 


Upscale location In/out 


5'2” 32¢-22-32 19yr old 
blonde college student 


to relieve her stress 
from Final Exams. in/out. 
The early BIRD will get the 


WORM. 
857-991-4410 





MARA 


New in town, Latina sex god 
dess w/a spectacular body. 20 
yo. 5'4", 122Ibs, 34c-22-36. Dc 
you want to feel like a man? 
Cail me. Selectivly hiring 


617-427-9399 


INDULGENCE. 





futuring, loving mas 
sage by a beautiful woman, 
Somerville area. ; 

















_817-685- 0138 


please leave a message 


_ MEGHAN 







ae ; 


MILK CHOCOLATE 





"82 857-222-8029 
MILKY WAY 
32D's 


STAR. InOut 
*82-857-204-7371 


upscale location 


Precious 
if you been a bad boy and 
are in need of a spanking 
Look no further | am 
here to dicipline you | spe- 
cialize in Domination, water 
sports, brown showers, 
pany’ on training, X-dress- 

ing. 24/7 in/out 


"6t 7-567-6272 





MYA’s HOME 
Asian & Spanish 5'8° 135 
lbs. 36B-24-32. Sugar & 
spice and EVERYTHING 
nice. Cail for an experience 


NEAR WALTHAM 
BEST BODY RUB 
EVERYDAY 
10am-10pm. 


617-964-1948 





34-36 All Fetishes Available 
INOUT 


617-970-2711 


www vanessabutterfly.com 


CURVY BLONDE 


6" 138 bs 0 21 


years old. IN-OUT 24/7 
857-222-1806 








NOW HIRING 
Already in the business & 
looking for work?? Or are 
you brand new & just need 
extra ? We're look- 
Bod ANY & ALL AT- 
TRACTIVE YOUNG LA- 
DIES for our up & coming 


service. 
DON'T HESITATE 


ORIENTAL 
MASSAGE 


relax with our Asian Statt. 
857-205-4246 
617-472-0379 


PAMELA 


Natural, Sexy & Sweet, pretty 
casual & kind, Sweet, fun, au- 
burn haired, blue eyes, 35 yrs. 
fit & sincere. Serious business 
types for incall 


617-274-4565 








SOFT to the tou 8 
125ibs. 36D 26-3 36 Intell lige mt 
in great shape & will fill 
your every need. < 
also available. Ask 
In/Out 24/7 


PETITE & SWEET 
Luscious jong dark hair 
beauty w/waist length hair. 
Exquisitely shaped body. 


Tight & toned. 34b-24-34 
Always a great time. So 
Shore, Metro-west 
INCALL ONLY. 

LEXIE 


781-897-5733 
PHOENIX 


HORNEY 


cn a 
781-354-9721 


PLATINUM 
BODIES 


Erotic wet tight college 
Cuties of all flavors for ever, 
occasion willing able 
feady to make erupt 
with pleasure. inut 


617-304-8597 


PORTUGUESE 
PRINCESS 


id as 49", 36 


61 7-513-8314 
QUICK RELEASE 


Nice & easy, fast or slow. I'll 
swallow you whole as 
deep as it can GO. | won't 
stop until you BLOW. Call 
Mandy. Low rates. In/Out 
Home, office or hotel. 


$60 donation. 
617-304-7137 


QUINCY 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


Our cute Asian girls do the 
professional massage for 
you. Enjoy & relax every 
day open 10am-1ipm 
617-472-9896 





RATED X- 
CLUSIVE 


617-833-8039 


The only call you need to 
make. LADIES AVAIL 24/7. 
Verifiable calis only 





SCHOOLZZZ OUT!!! 


I'm new in town and sooc 
lonely!'Jessie 
33. Lng bi hr 


21, 5’ 2", 34B 23 
Big blu eyz 


Luvs2Play''Can U cumovan- 
play?? My place..128N/ Rte. 3N 


781 795 4025 


SEXOHOLICS 


Mariah 5'7 120 34-24-36 


SEXY & SASSY 


Erotic female with long silky soft 
blonde hair. 5° 115ibs 36B-26- 





"82 1: 508-802-0129 
SEXY CALI BLONDE 


Blue-Eyed Beauty 
m SWEET to the taste and 









*82 1-857-204-3222 











SLUTTY YOUNG 
HAWAIIAN 


College girl ready to get 
loose & wild. 2 girl speciats 
Call anytime. incall am 
Outcalt pm. 24/7 


781-266-7123 


SMART IS SEXY 


LATINA FOR YOU 
High class, gorgeous, well 
educated, sexy, confident & 
beautiful 5°3° latina lady 
with long black hair, hazel 
eyes. 340-26-36. For 
gentleman who require the 
highest standard in per 
sonal service at any time 
CALL ME NOW!!! 
GO4SEXYLATINANOW@ AOL 


“82-857 526-2082 


Snuggle Bunny !!! 


Model/Dancer 


FE peg Body!! 36D 23 





town. .My pl. 93N/128 


617 694 9990 


SOUTHERN SEXY 
Long-legged 
Blonde, firm 

bubble buns w/ 
athletic figure. 

5'7”, 36B-26-36. 
617-233-1087 


STILL HUNGRY ?? 





Z n tICK 
ncall. NS, Rte 1/ 128 


617 729 4040 





STRICTLY SEX 
No Games No Commitment 
Melissa 18yrs 5'5 115ibs 
34C-24-36. Italian call me 
all fetishes welcome 
infout 24/7 
*82-617-466-0795 





TAILORED 
INTERLUDE 


Taylor Glamorous 37yr blonde 
34-c-with long sculptured legs 
flawless figure and a passion 
for play. Exclusive independent 





upscale companionshi 
rious minded gentlemer 


35yrs. Expensive but guaran- 
teed to custom fit your desires. 


M-F (outcalls only in MA) Fo 
apt. Dial pgr 
401-482-6969 


then your # with area code 


TAIWAN 
DREAMS 


617-818-6251 


TASTE LIKE 


CANDY 
On your knees, LICK me 
here, Lick me there. Don't 
stop tilt | pull your hair. Cali 
me only if you like to EAT! 
CUM taste my delicious 
TREAT. Low rates! $40 do- 
nation. In/Out. 24/7. 





TENDER TOUCH 








over 


TESTICLE 
MASSAGE 
Young & single. Very pretty 
female students will exam- 

ine the filing up of the 
scrotum and the release of 
pleasure in a research 
study. Would you like to vol 
unteer to be the 
Donations start at $125. 1/ 
2h-F/S no hidden fees! 
Call first and then ask to 
participate in the study 

| will not answer any ques- 
tions only give directions 
*82-617-233-6572 


TOPLESS 
MASSAGE 
$35 special 
By a 18yo Brazilan beauty. 
24/7. Incalis only. 
Cail Kristina 
617-918-3874 


VICTORIA ** LATIN 
BEAUTY 


Syrs old ‘ 3601 26-36. Gor 


geous 


617-501 ~4335 


VOYEUR 
MASSAGE 


CUM watch me play with 
my tiny Tight Box Petite 
Chinese 18yo coed 
$25 Holiday Special 
857-540-9973 


WHICH WAY TO 
BOURBON ST??? 


Creatures of the night who 
craves something a little dif- 
ferent. TS, SHEMALES 
PRE-OPS, POST ' 
GAY MALES available to 
fulfil your fetishes & fanta- 
sies 24/7. IN/OUT 


617-833-5896 


YOUNG & WET 
Hot tender sexy cuties 16- 
22 waiting to fulfill your fan- 
tasies. We are waiting to 
make your JUICES Drip. in/ 
Out 


617-304-8597 


al 





007GREEK 
Goddess Showers+ FBSM Cus- 
tom Lic nudist mASSage Arom- 
aTherapist ++ FSBB 33 mature 
co-ed Passionate SWbiF40DD 
FULL time satistaXn Guaran 
teed ALL are welcum! GIVE 
Receive ALL LANGUAGES 
Safe healir ing intimate 
Fa 






Tantra Ultimate Fr 
Friend Exp Pr Sp 
Massag FREE WEB-BJ eos 
Dictionary. 
H2Enema Princess Di testimo 
nial INDEPENDENTS Tour 
JSA cash/MC/Visa 
www.BiJuliet.com 


1-888-610-5657 


Asian Wellness 
Center 


Tired? Stressed? In Pain? 
Rejuvenate with Oriental Acu 
pressure, Accupucture & Japa- 
nese Shiatsu Massage. 10am 
10pm, 7 Days a Week. Call be 
tore 8PM. Private Parking ir 
Rear. 390 Pleasant Street, Rt 
60, Malden, MA 02148 


781-324-6888 





FULL BODY MASSAGE 
STIMULATING 
FULL BODY MASSAGE 
In-Out calls by mature male 
all Michael @ 781-938-1196 





NUDE MASSAGE 

brunette, 34D-22-32. OUT 

ALL ONLY. North shore/So 
NH area 


781-458-0080 
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ft 


) 36DD-26-36 


Outcalls 
ease 


781-632-7531 
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Central Healt 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10AM-12MIDNIGHT ® WALK-INS WELCOME 


76 Derry St. Providence, RI 
DRY SAUNA, TABLE SHOWERS, 
STEAM SAUNA, BODY SCRUB 


Directions 
From 95 South Exit 23 sleft at Ist light onto Admiral sleft at next light 
onto Whipple One Block stake left on Oregon 
From 95 North Exit 23 State Offices sbear right on Orms stake a right 
on Douglas first right on Whipple «right on Oregon - behind building 
Take a right before the cab company 


Starting Nov. 8th « Limo Service Available 


(401) 351-1611 


PRIVATE PARKING 


DOWNTOWN SPA 


ame Bidg as Custom House Tavern 


© STEAM & DRY SAUNA 
¢ BODY SHAMPOO 

@ RELAXATION MASSAGE 
© WALK IN SERVICE 

¢ OPEN 7 DAYS 


Custom 
house ST. * 


eds umo|UuMoq 


e UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AND NEW STAFF - 


(401 ) 553-5800 Stairs & elevator available 


One Custom House Street 4% Floor Providence RI 


Pleasant 


Massage Therap 


88 Pleasant St.,Pawtucket,R.I. 
401-728-1700 


Full Steam Room & Dry Sauna 
Body Shampoo-Bodywork 


Swedish & Shiatsu Massage 
Open 9AM to 11PM 7 Days A Week + On Street Parking 


Street, Take Right at fist light onto Division St Ae ht 


(40D 3353-3100 
Swedish Shiatsu ¢ Body Scrub = 


5vwe | UCENSED MASSAGE THERAPISTS 
1410 Rear Mineral Spring Ave. North Providence, RI 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ WALK-INS WELCOME 


From 95N, Take exit 23 to Rte. 146 to the Mineral Spring Ave 
exit, take Left onto Mineral Spring. Building is on corner of 
Mineral Spring and Woodward Rd. 


From 95S, Take exit 24 (Branch Ave.), take Right onto Branch 
Ave, go 7 lights to Woodward Rd. and take a right. Go to end of 
Woodward to Mineral Spring Ave - building is on the left. - 


e STARTING NOVEMBER 8TH - LIMO SERVICE AVAILABLE. 


CALL FOR DETAILS e 


*Award-Winning 
DVDs 

*Sexual Performance 
Enhancers 
*Vibrating Toys for 
Two 

*Warming, Edible 
Massage Oils 


_,, Come treat your body right... 
Sale © Dry Sauna 
— 2S © Body Shampoo 
& _—® Oriental Style Body Rub 
PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


401.274.6655 


=x=@ 375 Admiral — ; SEE 


Pro’ e, Ri 


MYSTIQUE 


2 


‘. 


Greater-Boston's PREMIER 


Fully-Equipped, Professionally Staffed, 
Discreet Mult:-Room BDSM Facility 


. Den 


iteters 
mto lam -V 


senuine minas & Submissives 
(781) 388-9990 
myst ~dungeons 
fo 


com 
man and Couples Welcome 


WED. 11/24: DESIRE'S | 
PRE-THANKSGIVING BASH! GIVE-A-WAYS 


GENTLEMAN'S CLUB /BACHELOR PARTY VENUE 


1-877-4-DESIRE 


he 


1 7-@ ols a. 6 © Ome © sf ee. Con B Ce), 
, ON ro) Of ° arn) se OF 2 ot ot 

2 
y 
COMPLIMENTARY TAILGATE 
UFFET ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT! 


Enter to Win 


SUPERBOWL TICKETS 
Each Week 
Suudays ofea at noon. COME SEE WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT 


Complimentary Buffet 3:30pm - Spm 7 Days a week? 


1 Franklin SQ. Providence RI (401) 274-5560 « Junction of Eddy St & Allens Ave BUSES & 


95 South Exit 19 - Bear Right Onto Allens Ave, 500 Feet, Right Hand Side. 95 North Exit 18 - LIMOS 
Left at Bottom of Exit, 2 Miies on the Right. 





HELP 
WANTED 


ORIENTAL GARDEN SPA 


WITH THIS COUPON $20 OFF 1 HOUR 


770 N.Main Street « Providence 
Open 7 Days a week 10am to Midnight 

¢ Dry Sauna ¢ Steam Sauna 

¢ Body Rub ¢ Walk-in Service 


Women owned 
Vale me)el=1¢-1(=10) 
escort service, 
friendly, safe, 
supportive 
environment; if 
you're new to the 
business, we 
Wisi (ee)aat-ma elon 
Call 


617-451-0414 


for interview 


Branch Ave. 


den 


DIRECTIONS: From Boston: 95 S To Exit 
24, Left. onto Branch Avenue, Right onto 
N. Main St., Right onto Livingston St. 
From Providence: 95 N To Exit 24, Right 
onto Branch Avenue, Right onto N. Main 
St., Right onto Livingston St. 


COME JOIN OUR FUN LOVIN GIRLS AT CHEATERS 
FULL CONTACT DANCING! AT PROVIDENCE'S BEST! 


¢ HAVE THE BACHELOR PARTY THEY'LL BE TALKING ABOUT 
FOR YEARS! PUT THE GROOM IN THE SHOW! 

¢ SPORTS BAR 

¢ TABLE & COUCH DANCING 

¢ COVER ONLY $5 FRI & SAT 

¢ DANCERS WANTED - 


ine 


1201S UeW YON 


Livingston St. 


Oriental d< 
Garden Spa 


industrial Drive 


4mMm2-nHDOOMOMADYUIMAMY:- SSF 


SENTERTAINMENT 


Exotic 
Dancers 


Bachelor Parties 
Birthday Parties 
2 & 3 girl shows!!! 


Dancers 
Wanted 


RHODE ISLAND'S 
NEWEST 


BOSTON’s PREMIERE AGENCY 
is seeking attractive 


866 
tee |ESCORTS/ENTERTAINERS 


892-8104 
for outcall services. 
— at) 1-866-849-4735 


AltEntertainment CALL or APPLY ONLINE at www.4ieg.com 
com 1-877-433-7473 DRIVERS ALSO NEEDED 


New England’s Best Adult | Entertainment Services! 


MILD to WILD! 
In your face at your place! 
Guaranteed Attractive Female & Male Performers for all occasions 
No party too small! - One hour door to door! 


The Hottest 1 & 2 Girl Shows! 


1-800-300-6787 
strippersnetwork.com 
se attractive talent always welcome 


In The Mood For Nude! 


Check the rest we have the best competitive prices 
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DOWNCITY SBA 


Body Rub ¢ Body Shampoo ¢ Dry Sauna ¢ Showers 
Walk-in Service 


Directions: 
From 1-95 Southbound 


Take exit 21 - Atwells Ave. 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave. 
Turn Left on Fountain St. 

Turn Right on Dorrance St. 
Turn Right on Westminster St. 


From 1-95 Northbound 


Take exit 21 - Service Road #8 
Turn Right on Broadway 

Turn Left on Fountain St. 
Turn Right on Dorrance St. 
Turn Right on Westminster St. 


NOW HIRING 


RI Licensed Massage Therapist 


TF sgt 
Licensed Nail TechOs 


1M Westminster Street fst Foor, 
Providence RI 


#204 Next to Dress 
Barn, across from 
Mama Theresa’s & 
Remi’s Nightclub. 
Parking 1/2 block away, 
near Dunkin Donuts. 


(401) 2743773 
mee (401) 27494774 


SPORTSMANS GENTLEMAN'S CLUB 


NOW OPEN: PRIVATE CHAMPAGNE ROOM 
ALL NEW ENTERTAINERS 
COUPLES WELCOME 


} SPECIAL 2 FOR 1 DANCES MONDAY & TUESDAY 3 -7pm 
"DANCE SPECIALS FRICTION, LAP, & PRIVATE DANCES BY REQUEST 
OURS | | SPORTSMANS INN 


LOW RATES ON ROOMS 
CALL FOR OUR LOW WEEKLY & DAILY RATES 
401°751-1133 


’~ 122 FOUNTAIN STREET PROVIDENCE, RI 401-751-1133 DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE 


BEAUTIFUL MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 
SENSUAL PRIVATE LINGERIE /'NUDE MODELING 


CATERING TO ROLEPLAYING __, FANTASIES , 
FETISHES & CROSSDRESSING 


RETAIL SALES OF UNIQUE HOSIERY ’ 
BODY STOCKINGS , LINGERIE , BS&M OUTFITS 


237 Park Ave, Rt 9 333 E. Cotumsus Ave, STE 17 
Worcester , MA SPRINGFIELD , MA 
(508) 753.3796 (413) 731.8826 


PRESENT THIS COUPON 
FOR YOUR NEXT 10% OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OR $5 OFF YOUR PRIVATE MODELING SHOW 
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dori 


Spa 


Walk-In Service 

7 days a week 10am-12pm 
112 Union St.- 1st Floor 
Telephone Building) 


IT y Sauna ” Providence, R.I. 


Directions from 1-95 Southbound  |Directions from 1-95 Northbound 



















Take exit 21 — Atwells Ave. Take exit 21 — Service Road #8 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave. Turn Right on Broadway 
Turn Left on Fountain St. Turn Left on Fountain St. 

Turn Right on Dorrance St. Turn Right on Dorrance St. 

Turn Right on Westminster St. Turn Right on Westminster St. 






Turn Right on Union St. Turn Right on Union St. 
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PA Pe ee ee Oe, ee 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 
CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH 


JADE SIMONE ST. CLARE 
CLUB FANTASIES STYLE 


WORLD CLASS BUFFET 
& CARVING STATION 


PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS 
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Erosphere Adult Personals 








To listen or respond, call 617-976-758 7 cai costs $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. Outside Greater Boston call 900-226-8559 





Women Seeking 
Men 


BLACK BBW SEEKS WM 


5. with short dark hair 





jJark eyes, and dar 
| }, funny, and 

4. | an king t 
jate a white single 





widowed white male only 
2 man wh s funny, intelligent 
affectionate, easy going, playful 
energetic, and looking to find a 
lady to date for a real relatior 


ship, possibly leading to LTR 





79761 (exp 1/13/5 


CUM ON ME 
! am looking for people can 
kick it with who can really turn 
me on in every way! | am look 
ing for someone who is not 
scared in bed that can just let 
the animal come out and try 
new things. 79765 (exp 12/23) 


SHE NEEDS MORE 
Horny, voluptuous woman 
needs attention due to hus 
band’s physical problem. My 
very attractive, sexy wife is in 
need of fulfillment that | can nc 

nger provide. Looking for 
steady dates with well hung 
gentieman. 71318 (exp 1/6/5) 


1 AM GORGEOUS 
ist wanted to try this. | love 
jJark skinned guys have a 
jreat ass, fit, tall, dark, and 
yummy want someone whc 
Joesnt do this a lot, but maybe 
tried it cause they were bored 


ke me. 1352 





exp 1/6/£ 
GENTLEMEN: 

Are you searching for a com 

panion, playmate 

Open-minded, discr 
e fem 












WATCH ME WATCH YOU 
f you are hot, sexy and adven 





» watch you play am a 
stic WF, 34, 5'2”. If y 


ke to be watched then please 








ive me a message. 74437 


exp 1/13/5 


THE THINGS | CAN DO 
WITH MY LEGS 
d female 
eeks 


sky, open-mir 
10”, with gre 
{ > 





ta ar 

panking, bondage and role 
ay. Make your fantasy me 
true. 4474 (exp 1/13/5) 


| NEED A MASSAGE 





Sexy, tall, tanned, 36 g 
onde hair, seeks financially 
ecure gentleman to pamper 


ne. Ready for your massage 
1105 (exp 1/13/05 


BRIANNA 
Sexy, black Barbie doll, looking 
a discreet sexual encounter 
38DD, 24, 38. Ebony brown 
skin with a soft touch. Looking 
to have fun. 9596 (exp 1/20/5) 


| WANT TO BE YOUR 
KEYHOLDER 
am serious Jominant lady 
who's looking for a real natu 
rally submissive partner in my 





C 
























area. | am looking for a sub 

ssive partr who is D/D free 
ober. ver yood looking, ir 
yood shape, intelligent, not Cc 
exual, and not into any kin 

ationst N chists 

37 (exe € 

CUM ON ME 

arr king for people ar 

kick it with who can really turr 
nin every way am !00K 

1 for omeone who is not 
scared in bed that can just let 
the animal cor t and try 
ew things. ™9765 (exp 1/13 


UNDER SEXED 
ar 2nely, overworked and 
Jer sexed! | am looking for a 
ttle me time! Does anyone 
want to have a little phone fun? 
>| m looking for a person/s 
who are really interested in let 
ting it all out. | want to cum a lot 
and hard. 9896 (exp 2/10/05) 





| NEED DISCIPLINE 
m a shy good girl king for 


someone dominant but caring 






teach me, discipline me 
spank me, satisfy me and guide 
ne into sexual pleasure. & 
exe >( 
BONDAGE FREAK 
am a very outgoing, pain tak 


}, bondage \vINgG freak 





BEND OVER BOYFRIEND 
You think you'd like anal but 
you're not gay; You just want a 
strong woman to do you hard 
today; Your ass is a virgin and 
t's hot and tight; So you want a 
dominant woman to bend you 
over and do it right. | have eve 
ry size for every occasion and 
take all-comers, black, white or 
Asian; | can be gentle or | car 
be rough just bend over boy 
friend and show me your muff 
Whether you have experience 
or not | know we'll both enjoy it 
a lot. 9625 (exp 1/5/05) 


SENSUOUS AND SEXY 
Fun-loving, attractive ng 
blond hair, petite, hourglass fig 
ure seeks financially secure 
kind, business executive type 
for mutually, beneficial relatior 
ship. Please be serious-mind 





ed, clean and discreet. 9057 


exp 12/30 


YOUR DREAM GIRL IS 





WAITING 
Model-type figure, 21 years old 
5'8 123ibs, 36L with a 








eautiful face a 
Je enjoy hor 
onate ra 

fantasy f 

are is 
yentlemen j will not be 


appointed. 1276 (exp 12/1¢€ 





A BRIEF ENCOUNTER 
am a gorgeous brunette, pe 
ain biking daily ke 

nt J andie | € 





WHAT AM | DOING? 


Ave ) t am doing 





SUB/SWITCH LOOKING 
FOR DOM 


breasted, 56-year 
Uninhibited ar 








sensua am into ¢ 

edge play 0king f 
ntelligent, open-minded 
year old man wh 
71031 (exp 2/1( 






COME FIND ME 
24 yr old, 5'7", foxy brunette 
with perfect breasts seeks a tall 
long-haired man into bondage 
One of my main fetishes ir 
cludes biting, but I'm very open 
nadeq and want t 











your fantasies as wel 


ext 


MISTRESS ANGELINA 











y da a seeking sut 
; sive welcome. ® 
9232 (exp 12/3 
ATTRACTIVE, 
INTELLIGENT, ASSERTIVE 
BOTTOM 
am a 25-year-old BISWF wr 






nN wanting to explore my 
sub sive side. | am inexperi 
enced but would love to try role 
play, (particularly authority 
punishment and resistance 
scenes bondage verba 
abuse. Very open to learning 
and trying new things. Looking 
for someone 25-35, experi 
enced in the S/M scene, open 
minded, safe, and trust worthy 
Fun personality a must! 21179 


(exp 2/3/05) 














LARGE MEN AND 















DOCTORS 
have these constant fantasies 
»f being a catholic school girl & 
the older men in my life intr 
jJuce me to sex through pur 
nent for a missed t work 
ment als ke the id 
y care giver would Dring 
me to the doct a check uf 
and would be y examined 
Maybe would need an ene 
ma i love to be had by 


men; every hole accounted fo 
You must be able to take cor 
trol and feel comfortable in the 


role. 71184 (exp 2/3/05) 





OCEAN ROMANCE 
Very attractive, sweet SWF, 32 
seeks sincere SWM, 32-52 for 
regular dates that end with ro 
mantic, exciting nights “parking 
along the ocean, where we can 
gaze at the beauty of the moon 
over the water and listen to the 
soothing sounds of the ,ocean 
as we enjoy each other. Others 
may watch but are respectful 
Serious inquiries only please 
all will be answered. Must be D 
D free as well as a non smoker 
w/ no tattoos, piercings, not into 
swinging. 4089 (exp:12/14 


)4 


GIRL NEXT DOOR 
Average female 5 petite 
3 concerts, dining out, just 
g to date a financially se 
Jentleman, 6'+, the bigger 








s better. 9850 (exp 12/16 


PRETTY PLEASE... 
have a dominant personality 
but when somebody can control 











me it really drives me wild. | am 
a small, but curvy girl into po! 
tics and making nr owr 
oth In the bedroc m up 

r ytt Extreme reative 
ar persor ke 
ttle 

ent 4 kir f 
nebody wt ie at 

t afraid to take 


9851 (exp 12/16 


WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO 


a black 21-yea i female 





HAZY, TALL, AND SEXY 
Ary and sexy with haze 
ong wild brown hair 





LESLIE’S BACK 
Looking for all my old 
friends. Waiting to hear 


from you. 9594 (exp 12 





16) 





SASSY, SEXY WOMAN 
SEEKS... 
Tall clean serious male, 30-55 
race open, for D/s and safe oral 
fantasy. | am 5’8”, blonde/biue 
sexy and smart. No smokers 
please. 74431 (exp 1/13 


GIRL OF ADVENTURE... 
seeks wild journey’ Sexy 
spontanteous 34 yr old 
SWF seeks spiritua rea 
witty, charismatic male 
for all manner of 

Cr J ssers 


74421 (ext 


SEXY LIL SUB GIRL 
Sexy lil sub girl new to [ 
sweet, naive and naughty 
green-biue eyes, bionde. In 
search of sexy Dom who is ex 
perienced and genuine, 23-30 
6'+. 74483 (exp 12/16) 





MISTRESS RACHEL 
Beautiful and strict cinnamon 
goddess, seeks true submis 
sive, pig slut who craves own 
ership with enforced chastity 
Must be available days, as 
needed, to serve this ebony vix 


en. 9239 (exp 12/9) 


SWEETEST TABOO 





SBF 5, gorgeous lips and 
thighs pen t anything and 
very adve l king t 
expand my rie and | 
zor enjoy oral and voyeu 


m. 74430 (exp 1 ) 


SEXY, TALL, SINGLE 
fun § 3 ”. br 





nto BDSM, D and kink. @ 


4416 (exp 1/15/05) 


LET’S PLAY FOOTSIE 
26-year-old, blue-eyed, ero 
vixen, 5'7", fantasizes about 
stroking a man with my feet in 
stockings. You should be tall 
erotic, serious about play, with 








large hands. 4479 (exp 12 


LOOKING FOR A 
SPANKER 
Beautiful, bossy, slim-waisted 

panic female, aged 31 
ooking for a buff, and funny 


man to spank me am open t 








other BDSM activities as well 


1277 (exp 12/09 


SAFE/SANE DOMME 
SWF, 43, tall, curvy, long black 
hair, trained in occultism, yoga 
BD/s. |SO slim, straight, femme. 
androg SWM for LTR. Long 
hai must. N/S, D/D-free. | mix 
affectior 








vith sadism. Lernen 
1 meine Narbe 
9059 (exp 1 9) 


Sie verehrer 








TAG TEAM 
Yi and your ta jJark friend 
knock pen it and 
you t 1 ly 
ict both and 
Jar Y e get 
r v af 
ally 
easure y bott bend 
€ tr t ak 
iv j me rT 
a yf y assy 
f exe 





HOT WET BRIT GIRL 


Attractive collegé je 











d 4. new to Bost 
j rough, aggressive sex 
\ € 10 It nice body 
t jreen eye need 
ng mar tak € 
y wt ay 
p. Sex th strang 
er 1 big t nf e B 


MISTRESS SCARLET 
Enter the den of this bodac 
dominant SWF, 45, with red 


hair and green eyes. Become 





acquainted with my wardrobe 
on you. Sip my sweet tea; be 








ready to obey my every com 
mand. Taste my cream till you 
want to scream. Will train be 
ginners. Cross dressers/foot 
worship welcome. 79688 (exp 
01/07/05) 





brunette, nice t Seek 
SWM, 30+, for reciprocal oral 
fun, possible LTR. Enjoys exh 
T4089 (exp: 12/30 


bitionism 


C 


ORALLY PLEASE ME 


am a sexy 32 yr old MWF with 








nice breasts and long der 
locks. My sex life has been lack 
ng in recent years love re 


ceiving oral but my husband 
thinks it's dirty. | have a beauti 
ful shaven haven and would 
love for someone to appreciate 
it. Reciprocation offered. Inter 
est in possible further sexual 
exploration. M9566 (exp 1/18 


2) 


CHARMING BEAUTY 
7-year-old single student/ad 
istrative assistant in SE 
S area enjoy fine dining 





pping, long drives by the 
motor yachting, fund 
g events, feeding my v 

ra JS appetite for reading and 
at the end of the day a hot soak 





a steaming bubblebath after 
2ssional hot rock mas 
sage. |'m interested in taking uf 


30/f and joining a health club. If 





youre a mature, distinguished 
gentleman, 45-85, live in/travel 
to my area, have the same life 
Style | do, want to share it with a 
lady, and you are looking to 
treat a woman like a princess 
you will love me. 4800 (exp:1 


07/05) 


BIGGER THE BETTER 
Sexy, dark-eyed female, 24 

1 Jark-skinned, 140lbs 
turned on by a well-built man 
30-45. Must be well-endowed 
6"+, also romantic, N/S.%9237 


(exp. 1/7/05) 


BEAUTIFUL, SEXY 
EUROPEAN 
Model-type, blonde, 27 years 
1, loves traveling, restaurants 


shopping, theatre. Looking for 
re white gentleman for mu 





tually beneficial relationship 
79053(exp.1/7/05) 


COME ONE, COME ALL 

vacious young bionde int 
schoolgirl play. Bi hot lady in 
search of M/F Dominants with a 
trict sensibility and flair for ad 
enture. Please be 18-50. @ 


exp 01/11/05 


TEACH ME TONIGHT, 
PLEASE 
Are you a sexually dominant 


nan with powerful han and 





n intuitive ape 











N ¢ 


ma 








FOOT VIXEN 


remaci 





wt 


perfect toes 


Femal 


high arches 





an bring a issive to his 
knees. Strapr nto a straight 
acket, my toes will tease you to 
the brink of insanity. Inesca 
pable bondage mingled with 
nimaginable titillation. @9049 





exp:07/01/05 


YOU 'CANNOT’ IMAGINE 
Creative, spontaneous SWF 
31, brown hair and eyes, seeks 
serious, sexy, honest SWM, 31 
41, 5'7"+, who is romantic and 
enjoys role play and dirty talk 


T9852 (exp 12/23) 


SWEET, SEXY NYMPHO 
Sexy, dark-eyed Hispanic fe 
male, 25, 5’§ with “anything 
goes polic nto spankings 
tickling, toys and more. If you're 
a tall, wild, attractive man who's 
very ral and thinks he can 

far 








keep up, let me fulfil y 
79853 (exp 3/01/05) 





SARDONIC SWEETIE PIE 

27-year-old redhead with big 
brown eyes, giant natural 
breasts, and a desire to please 
you. Please be a smart, literate 
yeek who wears leather, likes 
cats, into D/s, spanking, anal 
and oral just want to make 
you happy! 4467 (exp 1/13) 


COME GET A TASTE 
Smart, open-minded girl looking 
to see who bites! 31 yr old red 
head with a fiery temper and 
cutting sense of humor seeks 
honest, adventurous, confident 
male. 4426 (exp:01/07/05) 





COCOA SENSATION 
| am a statuesque SBF, 27 
62", with beautiful long legs. | 
am outgoing, inventive and fun 
and | love to both watch and 
play. | would like to meet a tall 
fun, flirty guy with a nice bod 
T 4450 


race inimportant 


exe 


BACK FROM HEAVEN 
I'm ready for anything! So let's 
stir up some fun. Call me and 
they'll never let us through the 
gates. Discreet, financially se 
cure; gentlemen only. 
72931 (exp:05/06/05) 


SWEET AND SEXY 
Attractive, young blonde with 
long legs. Love to have fun and 
travel. Seeks financially secure 
gentlemen for mutually benefi- 
cial relationship 
2899 (exp:4/01/05) 


Daytime Delights 
My husband is at work and I’m 
ready to play. Discreet finan 
cially secure gentlemen needed 


to make my day!™2898(exp:4/ 
08/05) 
Attractive BF dancer 38D seek 


ng discreet businessmen for 
erotic fun and to make my day 


in the Metro Boston area. ® 
9849 (exp 12/16) 


SEXUALLY BORED 
HUSBAND 


Mid 40's, 5'8", brown hair and 
eyes, lean build, looking for 








some discreet, no-strings action 
the side. Must enjoy oral 
both g T 


jiving and receiving 


ASIAN BEAUTY 
Asian beauty sought for amor 
us interlude by good looking 
ight complexioned middle-aged 
al WM. 1107 (exp 


profession 





S&M PARTNER 
Jominant, attractive, healthy. 
professional, DWM 
submissive exhibitionist 
40-55, for mutually sup 
ship. 71107 





PANTY SLAVE 

SWM 50, young looking, fit, loy 
al, financially secure, disease 
free. Seeks sexually dominant 
woman for long term relation 
ship who is creative, sincere 
and likes her man in panties 
Safe and discrete. No profes 
sionals please. 71106 (exp 1 
13/05) 


STRAIGHT 
BUT 
WILLING 


Straight male to recieve great 
oral, from attractive GWM. D+D 
free ages 20-45.8 
9868(exp:12/17) 


IT’S OUR SECRET 
Let's heat things up this winter. 
If you're a sensual WF, 25-50. 
marital status unimportant, I'm a 
handsome, professional MWM 
available days or evenings for a 
safe, discreet and passionate 
affair. 9050 (exp 1/13) 


ORAL 4 WOMEN 40- 
55 


Older, SWM, 5’4 will fulfill your 
desires. 7 9867(exp: 12/16) 


NICE AND EASY 
Sensitive, handsome, male, 
35,5'9”, 170Ibs, looking for a 
discreet no strings attached 
rendezvous with a woman 25- 
40, race unimportant, ht/wt pro- 
portionate. N/S, drug free only. 


1099 (exp 12/30) 





FIREMAN IN NEED OF 
FIRE 

Handsome 36-year-old fire 
fighter that doesn't want to put 
your fire out. | want to make you 
burn with desire. SWM, 5'10 

185ibs, with a muscular build 
wants and needs to orally sat 
isfy you. Very experienced in 
oral pleasure. Won't be satis 
fied til you are. 1098 (exp 12 


30) 


CRUEL LANDLORD 
I'm your landlord's spoiled 23yr 
old grandson. You are a poor 
woman who can't pay her rent 
In order to not be evicted, you 
are to give yourself up to me 
and preform any task | ask you 
to. All decent looking women 
18-40 should apply. 1200 


(exp.12/22) 


DISCREET AFFAIR 
Attractive, MWPM, 48, 5°10” 
190Ibs, seeks discreet erotic re- 
lationship with a sensuous, fun- 
loving, S/MWF 30-60. We can 
both use a little spice and ex- 
citement in our love life. Let's 
get together. You won't be dis- 
appointed. 1096 (exp 1/20/ 


05) 


SEASON TICKETHOLDER 

SW\M, with season tickets, 61 
5'9", 175lbs, lives near Sanford 
MN, seeking a WF who would 
enjoy attending Patriots games 
with sex before and after 
Someone between 40-50. 5’7” 
5'10”, around 150lbs. If possible 
natural 38Ds and a natural red 
head. 71095 (exp 12/23) 


i WILL BEG FOR IT 
Severely submissive SWM 
begs to undergo a com 
plete ego destruction done 
by a demanding and com 
manding dominant female. | 
will fulfill your every devilish 


desire and wicked whim. | 
will succeed where many 
other very good slaves 
have tried so hard but 
failed. PLEASE, PLEASE 
call sacred GODDESS. 
9106 (exp 1/20/05) 





WILD SIDE TO EXPLORE 
Aggressive BM into anal, oral 
spanking, and role play. In 
search of women and couples 
age and race unimportant. Just 
be safe, clean, and discrete. ® 


1093 (exp 12/23) 


WORK ME OVER; 
BEND ME OVER 
SWM, 42, wealthy doctor. 
Harvard grad, 5'10", hand- 
some, tanned, and very 
muscular, looking for a WFs 
under 35. Want to try S&M 
being handcuffed, slapped 
around, receiving anal, fol- 
lowed by orgasm. Be at- 
tractive/not overweight 
Recip. offered. No pros. So 
NH, will travel. 9848 (exp 


12/23) 





SMOKE N LEATHER 


ISO female friend who will in 
dulge my appreciation for sexy 
women who enjoy wearing 
black leather and smoke! Fun 
flexible and unattached. Enjoy 
dancing, dinners, bands and 
many other interests. Slip on 
your favorite sexy black leather 
gloves and high heels and give 
me a call! SWPM, 43, 5"8 
bionde/biue. Have fun!® 


9559(exp: 12/17) 


Enriched friendship: Caring 
friendly man, trim, well-pre 
served 50s, imaginative. Seeks 
nicely proportioned woman 

younger’s okay -- bi-weekly 
Talk, touch, pleasure you. Mod- 
erate additional compensation 


8464 (exp 9/02/05) 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 


FOR WOMEN ONLY 
If you're a discriminating wom 
an who craves passionate kiss 
es and gentile caresses, enjoys 
relaxing sensual massages and 
rapturous cunnilingus, yearns to 
have all your erotic desires, fan 
tasies, and lustful needs fulfilled 
by a caring, sensitive, skillful, at 
tentive lover, read on "ma 
handsome (will e-mail photo) 
clean-cut, disease free, intelli 
gent, professionally educated 
and employed SWM (34, 5'11” 
180lbs, black/hazel) seeking to 
provide you safe encounters of 
ecstasy with no strings at 
tached. Your privacy and dis- 
cretion assured. Your limits re- 
spected, always open to your 
suggestions/instructions. No 
drugs/smokers. Greater Boston 
Metrowest. PLEASE: Serious 


replies only! 8803 (6/9/05) 


ORAL FOR THE LADIES 
Ladies, let me orally satisfy you 
until you explode and scream 
for more. Take this attractive 
34-year-old male, put him on 
his knees, put your hand on the 
back of his head, and let him 
take all of your cream. You're in 
full control, all limits respected 
I'l! perform for anyone who re 
sponds guaranteed. 79847 


(exp 12/16) 


re 
Men Seeking Men 


WILLING AGAIN 
W\M, in shape, very willing to try 
it with a man again. | love hav 
ing fun, so | am looking for 
someone that loves to laugh. | 
don't’ play mind games, and | 
don't lead people on if there is 
nothing there. Let's meet and 
see where it goes from there 


71315 (exp 1/6/5) 


YOUNG, FUN, AND FULL 
OF... 

if you're looking for someone 
who is up for anything then 
drop me a line. | 'm a very like 
able person and fun to hang out 
with. I'm looking for someone 
that just wants to have a good 
time. Hang out, laugh, talk, chill 
and more. 1316 (exp 1/6/5) 


CURIOUS FOR FUN 
Very outgoing guy, very curi 
ous. Like t@ watch and be 
watched. Athletic. Looking for 
someone equally curious, non 
forceful, who enjoys phone and 
watching or being watched. & 


1349 (exp 1/7/5) 


IT’S SIMPLE, | WANT SEX 

| need to get off, no matter what 
time of day or where it is, | just 
need it, | know you know what | 
mean! | just want straight up 
free sex, with anyone that 
wants to get off and just enjoys 


it! 21350 (exp 1/6/5) 


ON A REGULAR BASIS 
Are you a married, bi, or clos- 
eted masc guy that is looking 
for a connection is safe, dis 
creet, disease free, and open to 
meet on a regular basis? Prov 
Area. This way it is just you, me 
and your partner (if you have 
one). 71354 (exp 1/6/5) 


READY TO PLAY 
Looking to sweat and grind 
Can go from vanilla to the twist 
ed edge of your imagination, 
just whatever fits the situation 
Into kissing, rimming, sucking 
and deep pounding action 
(among other things), 5'7” 
145lbs. Looking for a man who 
is not afraid to go for what he 
wants. Not really into uptight 
limits here. Hit me up and let's 


go for it. 9272 (exp 12/9) 


NICE ASIAN TOP 
Prefer handsome bottom with 
long legs/ | am a cute Asian, 


5'11", 155ibs, 7’c thick top. F 
9338 (exp 12/9) 








me 







Erosphere Adult Personals 


MAN SEEKING MAN OR 

MEN 
| am 19 years old and | am a 
college student. | am 6 feet 
about 160 pounds with an ath- 
letic body. | have no gay expe- 
rience but am looking for some- 
one to teach me something 
Looking for a man or men with 
experience who will to teach me 
a thing or two. 79356 (exp 12 
9) 


JUST CURIOUS 
30-year-old, straight, clean cut 
boyish male looking to experi 
ment. Looking for safe discreet 
encounters. | want an older, ed- 
ucated top quality male. Be a 
good person who is interested 
in having fun. M9962 (exp 12 


9) 


LET'S GIVE EACH OTHER 
PLEASURE 

White male, good looking and 
very well-endowed. | have nev 
er had any complaints. | am 
very oral and try just about any- 
thing. Not really into pain! & 
1178 (exp 12/9) 


CURIOUS BIG MAN 
am looking for my first gay ex 
perience would like to be 
taught how to please another 
man. Looking for boyish type 
Slim, hairless or shaven, that 
could watch or be taught. & 


1302 (exp 12/9 


BODY CONTACT 

ooking for a partner to have 
fun with time to time. I'm a ver 
satile top. Looking for a friendly 
fun guy who would like to get 
together once a while for 
some fun. You should love a lot 
of body contact and be aff 
tionate. 1313 (exp 12/9 





WIFE WON'T GET ON HER 
KNEES? 
will! DWM, Italian, hung 


squeaky clean, d/d-free. in 
monogamous relationship with 
fiance who has low sex drive 
live alone, very safe, sane, fun 
ndividual. |SO j.o. buddy for oc 
casional release. Pref. married 
males, any race. bi or bi-cur 
ous, who love to receive oral 
and don't get it at home like me 
Please be very clean, d/d-free 
Have you fantasized about see- 
ing your wife with other men? 
I've done it. Let's talk about it 
and get off. 1265 (exp 1/20 
05) 


SMILE AND SAY “YES SIR” 
GWM, 51, 5'11", 160 beard- 
ed, seeks submissive for train 
ing and servitude. Must be at 
tentive to my various needs 
while satisfying yours. | want to 
bond for ultimate union. Inter 
ests include leather, bondage. 
boots, uniforms, discipline, and 
flexible interests. Safe and 
sane. So. NH. 1109 (exp 12 
2 


















TOTAL BOTTOM 
'm a total bottom. Like to suck 
you off, give rim jobs, and take 
it. Not into guys sucking me off 
Like to kiss, touch and be sen 
sual, but sometimes hot man to 
man is great too. Looking for to- 
tal tops. I'm very open-minded 
Like men of varied sizes and 
ethnic backgrounds. Just be 
confident with yourself.%8829 


(exp 12/09) 


GWM, 45, seeks clean, hung 
men, straight/gay/Bi, who en- 
joys receiving great oral. No re- 
ciprocation necessary. | have 


place. Mass South Shore area 
™1090(exp. 2/17/05) 


WHATEVER YOU LIKE 

is what | like. | am 49, hand 
some, healthy, professional 
and very cooperative, whether 
you are straight, bi or fem, and 
have your own place. | will ar- 
rive and leave you smiling.& 


9601 (exp 12/9) 


SEXY CROSSDRESSER 
Tall, slim, sate and clean. Very 
discreet, a little on the kinky 
side and tend to be more sub 
missive. Seeking older, mature 
dom daddy type guys who like 
little sissy boys. %8838(exp 
01/21/05) 


EXTREMELY BI- 
CURIOUS, MARRIED 
61", 175ibs, lean to aver 
age build, black hair, brown 
eyes, good-looking, sin 
cere, 45, very anxious to 
meet a patient, open, sin 
cere friend or friend(s) to 
explore my bisexual cur! 
osities with. M8622 (exp 1 

15/05) 


HOT BOTTOMS WANTED 

University Professor, busy hec 
tic schedule, no time for bars 
discreet, manly, strong. 45 
5'10", 190lbs. Top, likes being 
orally serviced then does good 
hard pumping. Seeks WM, 25- 
50, bottom only, who enjoys 
kissing, cuddling, and who gets 
his pleasure in giving me pleas 
ure. Must be discreet, straight- 
appearing, not in scene, N/S 
Prefer regular arrangement 
Married, divorced, inexperi 
enced weicome only if serious 
and punctual. No games 
please. 1169 (exp. 12/09) 


WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 
http://classifieds 
bostonphoenix.com/ 
ads.asp 
AND SELECT 
EROSPHERE! 


eae a IB 
Women Seeking 
Women 


THE RIGHT WOMAN 
™m very interested in. meeting 
someone discreetly. Want to 
get to know the right person 
become friends, then satisfy my 
bi jous thoughts. Can you be 
the one? Looking for someone 
around my own age who is not 
pushy and w be open and 
honest. 1318 (exp 1/6/5 


LET'S HAVE FUN! 
! want to have fun with and 
maybe without the spouse 
Looking for someone who loves 
to have sex for fun, and pos 
sibly enjoys watching, then join- 
ing in 1319 (exp 1/6/5) 


WANT SOME NEW SUGAR 
| prefer one on one sex but 
wouldn't mind trying it with an 
other woman in the room. I've 
never been with a woman, but 
have fantasized for a long time 


1144 (exp 12/9) 


NEED TO BE TAUGHT 
Just Very Curious, Seeking to 
be taught. | am a mature BiF 
who would like to broaden my 
experiences. | tend to be some- 
what dominant with women but 
also like to be dominated on oc 
casion. | am looking for another 
bisexual female who is experi 
enced in the S&M lifestyle. 


1129 (exp 1/6/05) 


EXPERIENCED, CREATIVE 
TOP 

(SO playful bottom for occa- 
sional all-out mischiet and may- 
hem. You be between 35-50 
physically/mentally and emo- 
tionally capable of playing hard 
and having fun. | am non 
monogamous, looking for 1-2 
extra (healthy) playmates. All 
scenes negotiated, all limits re- 
spected. #1102 (exp 12/23) 


ARE YOU A SEXY 
WOMAN? 
am a college student looking 
to have some fun with a hot 
woman or a group of women 
| am looking for a hot, sexy, and 
beautiful woman of any race.& 


9711 (exp 12/23) 


LATE BLOOMER IS NOW 
READY 
I'm a late bloomer and would 
like to explore and expand my 
sexuality. | am bi-curious and 
would love to invite another 
woman into my bed. Looking for 
fun and excitement with no 
Strings attached with new 
friends for sex.%°9769 (exp 12 





16 











COMING OUT 

GWF, 40, outgoing femme, new 
to scene, seeks soft butch to 
show me the ropes, around 
town, Boston. Adventurous 
switch,” athletic, educated, into 
Harleys. Exchange photos. & 
9142 (ext 3) 





WANNA PLAY? 

Short and sexy 32 yr old dirty 
girl brunette with stunning blue 
eyes, a great butt, and an ad 
venturous spirit seeks short 
Curvy, dirty-minded girl. | love to 
watch my girl with others. Also 
into toys, latex, candles, wax 
porn, role play, and body mod 
ification. ©1045 (exp 12/23) 


EXCITING SEXUAL 

ENCOUNTERS 
Black female, 34, single pro 
fessional, 5'9", looking to enjoy 
sexual encounters with an in 
telligent, open-minded female 
with a good sense of humor 
Prefer professional, 30-43, 5'6 
5'11". Race unimportant. Must 
have inner/outer beauty. & 
9984 (exp 12/23) 


CUTE LIL SUBBIE 
GRRRL SEEKS 
MISTRESS 


Obedient 20 yr old sub grrr 
with beautiful dark greer 


eyes and short black hair 


Jominant 
admir 
pankings and have 

spy play. 4427 (exp 1 


seeks intelligent 





COLLEGE GIRL 
Tall, spontaneous redhead 


rvy seeking tall. friend 
irvy seeking tall, friendly 


smart female, 20-30. Into ora’ 


ng and toys. 4435 (ext 





BI-CURIOUS 
Sexy Puerto Rican beauty 
seeking a first time adve 
with a female. |'m very bi-cu 
ous and D/D-free of course 
want to explore my r 
with you. 9636 (exp 1/2 








LET'S MEET FOR SOME 
FUN 

Are you ready? We are an at 
tractive, well educated, and 
sensual couple looking for a 
“playmate.” We would like you 
to be attractive, sensual and, of 
course, D/D free! 21355 (ext 
6/5 





HAPPY HEAD 
42-year-old bi-curious WM far 
tasizes about wild sex with both 
males and females. Turned or 
by erotica and light fetishes 

ove giving head.%1038 (exe 
12/9 





ATTRACTIVE BI MALE 
FOR 
COUPLE 
Attractive, friendly, well en 
dowed, D/D free, somewhat 
submissive bi male, seeks at 
tractive couple- man and wom 
an, and/or dominant female for 
friendly adventurous erotic fun 


1104 (exp 1/13/05) 


COUPLES 
Couples and single females 
meet w/couples in private 
home. D/D free, N/S, bi a + 
Race unimportant. 4288 (exp 


2/3/05) 


COUPLE SEEKING 
WOMEN 
We are looking for the perfect 
women to help my wife fulfill her 
fantasies with other erotic wor 
en. We are looking for a woman 
that is between 21 and 35, that 
can make my wife feel secure 
with her thoughts. 1301 (exp 


12/9) 


MWC IN SEARCH OF NEW 
FRIENDS 
Married couple looking for a 
new adventure! Would like to 
watch till we are comfortable 
because we are new to this 
Would like to start off slow and 
see if this is for us. 1303 (exp 


12/9 





BE SUBMISSIVE 
Couple looking for bi fem for fun 
(sub). One-on-one sex is good 
but we would like to try a three 
some with a sub female. We 
are always willing ry some 
light bondage or blindfolds 


Looking for a bifemale who 





wants to play the sub with us 
occasionally. 1308 (exp 12/9 


NEW EXPLORER 
Warm, passionate, outgoing 
SWM with ambitious tendencies 
and very open attitude. I’m in 
shape, good mental and physi 
cal balance, and a great sense 
of humor. | always want every- 
one happy and respecting 
boundaries! | enjoy couples the 
most, being teased and se 
duced, touching, kissing and 
probing. | especially enjoy oral 
giving and receiving. 21310 


exp 12/9) 


ROLLERSKIER 
Athletic, healthy, honorable, er 
joyable disposition and outlook 
toward living for fun. Womer 














Oy my personality; | am a 
good listener and / to 
talk to. Live with na 
comfortable home; we like tc 
travel. Would like to m a 





ouple who wouid be int 


” meeting us to explore 


n interests. 21309 (exr 





EX-NEW YORKERS 
Fun loving, transplanted, hit 
attractive Ex-New Yorkers 


ng for a speci 






from getting c 


attract: 





and unattached f 





of erotic 


exp 12/9 


“TO BE GREAT IS TO BE 
MISUNDERSTOOD’ 


m tired of asking why. | don't 





ke bo 







aSC 


nt to exp 











ouple. | had a girlfriend 
a boyfriend, but it doesn't 
mplete to me. Want the 
beauty of both genders at the 


same time. 21306 (exp 12/9 


BLISSFUL PLAY 
45 and 49 year old couple 
seeks 21+ submissive male for 
BDSM play. Be our houseboy 
slave! Whips, floggin 


et 









BEGIN NEW FRIENDSHIPS 
MWC, 42 and 41 


joking for 





normal pe We are 





sexual, outgoing and like 
augh. Both fa 
) we tell each other, and 
mplete sentenc 





y attractive 
speak 
We like mu 
and sexual situations. Want to 
find nice normal people to so 
cialize with, real couples or sin 
gles for no-strings slap and tick- 
le (so to speak), although trying 
new things is always an option 
Please don't be, ugly, gross or 
stupid- we tend to shy away 
from that type of thing! 21015 
(exp 12/23) 








Ss 


movies, dining, 


SEEKS PROFESSIONAL 
MALE 

Very attractive couple in central 
MASS. She is absolutely beau- 
tiful. We've been with women 
but | want to have a threesome 
with her and a very attractive 
well taken care of professiona! 
male who is well endowed, and 
who takes very good care of his 
mind and body. | have inter 
est in any bisexual acts. This 
must be planned. It would un 
fold without her knowing. We 
would have to meet out in a 
public place, pretend to know 
each other from years ago 
college). \f we hit it off, we'll 











have a few drinks, maybe 
Jance, talk a little dirty, etc. If 
you're interested and you are 


as discreet and profess 









you claim, pl 


1014 (exp 12/23 


ase respond 


2 FA 


STRAIGHT COUPLES 
We are looking for a fe 
male. You and my wife wil 
masturbate while | watch 
My wife wants to talk to you 
on our voice greeting. See 
what she has to say. Please 
be D/D free. 21094 (exr 





FREE SWING PARTIES 
Small intimate home. Cou 
ples and single women in 
vited. N/S, casual and sen 
sual atmosphere. 78258 
(exp 12/09) 





HOT COUPLE 4 BiG FUN 

WM, 34, 6'4", brown/blue, 9°+ 
and WF, 34, 5'4”, brown/brown 
36C. We are sultry, intense 
open to try anything once 
MFM, FMF, big breasts fo 
well-hung guys for her. Please 
be clean, D/D-free, good stam 
na. 4476 (exp 12/16 


mm 










PATIENTLY WAITING 
Seductive, sensual couple 
ape and ne 


men and 





dressers 
al and spankings. Must 


and alcohol free 


kkk 

SEEKING COUPLE 

WM. 6 ft, 47, 165 It 
Drown 


neat 


COUPLES 


ingle women. T! 





ple. Alll limits respected. & 


9602 (exp 4/22/05 





work out and keep 
e? You're good 
athletic, 100% ma 





at 
) 


ies 
stra 





K assage 
body worship, attention 
Must be safe, young, fit 
cleancut, open-minded. & 


9985 (exp 12/09 


TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW 
TRICKS 
60, but young looking. | watch 
movies with TS/TV action and | 
get very horny and erect 
would love to have sexual inter 
actions with a trans. | want to be 
with a very beautiful transvestite 
with very sexy undergarments 
who would like to teach me 
can travel. 1317 (exp 1/6/5) 


WOMAN OR TS 

have an easy going personal- 
ity and love to try new things 
with different people. | alway 
practice safe and am disease 
free. | am looking for woman or 
TS who is into arse play and 
ght” domination. 1351 (exp 
1/6/5) 


+ USE ME 
m just an average guy that 
really loves to please others 
se me like a dog for games 









niliation and I'l what 
ou want. I'm looking for 
guys or couples. Put me in a 





maid out nd order me to wait 
yn you. Yes | will wear a dres: 


too. 1353 (exp 1/6/5 





DULT PE 





OVER 8"? 
Attractive wife in 30s wants to 
see (and possibly massage) a 
huge one. If you qualify and car 


lease respond 





respect lim: 


1172 (exp 








G/F 


GOT SMALL MEAT? 


Kick Dack w ] 





porn. 19839 (exp 2/3/5 


ATTRACTIVE 
CROSSDRESSER 
ooking for discreet encounters 
with men. All call retumed. @ 

1103 (exp 12/9 

HELP ME BE TRANS 

am a male looking to become 
a transexual. | need someone 
O can get me dressed up 
maybe even have some 
fun. | live in Everett and | am 18 
years old. | like to have sex with 
other transexuals and even oth 








er men. 9892 (exp 12/9 


MEN AND WOMEN 
would like to meet new men 
and women. get together some 





1 have good clean sex 
ke to try | sex 


had 





_LOVE THE EXPERIENCE 


yu oper Jed and look 





your fantasy 


| HAVE TS/TV FANTASIES 





LET'S DO IT RIGHT 
39-year-old, looking for both 
le and female sex partne 
g for sex partners t 
sex with. | ic 
ora 
anal 


nal. only by doing it 
anal, only by doing 









o 





gofar 
e trom behind. 


44n 1 12/9 


TELL ME WHAT TO DO 
MWM who is very bi cur 
e told what to do ir 











GENDER DOESN’T 
MATTER 
Most of my friends would say | 
have an easy-going personality 
| love sex with any sex. | like my 
partners to tell me what they 
like in the bedroom. | enjoy one 
on one or a 3way or a group 


1305 (exp 12/9) 


LOADS OF SATIN 
| need to find a TV to have fun 
with. | am 25, into some dress: 
ing up ke satin pantyhose 
smoking Into real time 
meetings for rubbing and kiss- 
ing episodes. 1307 (exp 12 








9 


FANTASY LOVER 

ng for my fantasy lover to 
tc crave safe sensual 
physical creative sexual 
outlet. Are you a great sexy 
writer male or female who can 
thrill me on paper? 1311 (exp 









12/9) 


ISRAELI WOMAN SKS 
SLAVE 


24-year-old Israeli wom 





knows how to sf 
Looking for t 


i have long 








a 








WET & READY 
Mysterious, attractive, young 
Asian girl looks for hot, conf 





3 





r women to exper 








with, 25-30. Turn-ons in 

ude breasts, spanking, toys 
y Are you ready 

ake knee? & 


48 (exp 2 


PONY FOR SALE! 


want to be trained as a pony 





girl...all the works. I'm a sweet 
S ?-year-O 
You must be c 


who loves t 





ynfident 





tall is nice but not necessary 
7 
qu 


Serious inquiries on Y 





must be able to prov 


ment. 1028 (exp 2/10/05 


BOSTON MASTER 
SEEKS STUDENTS 


Boston Master seeks 


students to learn t 


LIGHTS-CAMERA-ACTION 


xhibitior Wa 








HOT YOUNG DOMME 


St OXY °] ad 








www.erosphere.com 
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To listen or respond using your credit card, call 800-314-7958 BASSE OD 6.35 costs $2.20/minute. 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 


VERy ; 
8 
. EST 


To Listen Call 800-314-7958 ZZ <> as Ei 


MISTRESS RED'S 
DONKEY BO! 

He dropped forward on his 
hands and knees and crawled 
in through the living room 
down the hall and into the play 
room. With a sharp smack | left 
him for a moment to fetch a box 
that had been waiting on a shelf 
since he left my care the first 
time. “Come.” He moved like a 
puppy would to his mistress 
Smiling | opened the box, and 
showed him the collar there 
in."Undress boi. You need to 
learn that making assumptions 
makes an ass out of yourself 
T4609 


and others (exp:05 


NICKY GETS AN ANAL 
PROBE 
One boring Sunday afternoon 
was over at my frie 


house. We were han 





and painting each others 
when there was a knock at the 


Joor. Amy opened the door to 











answer it. There stood a ta 
Jark guy. | could tell by the we 
he looked me over tha 
attracted to r but ] 
have some f } 
him Kiss my ass re 
plied Bend over, sweet thing 
and | will,” he said, then | felt his 
tongue on ass. | shivered as 
his lips came together again 
and sucked the rounded flesh 
T4614 (exp:05/01/04) 


MASTER'S LIL SLAVE 
SLUT 

This was going to be the first 

time my master shared me with 


| was surprised 





other people 
that he wanted to see othe 





men enjoying me, but | wa 
also incredibly turned on. “Now 
slut, you will make these mer 
cum but you will only please 
them with your hands. Now get 
yn your knees so that they may 


ient slave you 





see what an obe 
are knelt or 
looked up. | could see the mer 
™9071 


the floor and 
growing in their pants 


INTERRACIAL GANG 
BANG 
About 1/2 the way home, my 
car started acting up, and finally 
it gave out on me. Using my 
cellphone and a phonebook 
from a near-by gas station, | 
called around and found a 24 
hour towing service. Just as he 
promised, a tow-truck pulled up 
about 30 minutes later and a 
thickset older black gentleman 
got out and came over to me 
I'd really like to get my car fixed 
tonight. I'm ready to pay ANY 
price”. “Well now, you may be 
able to convince me to call in 
some favors", Desmond an 
swered. “Let's get into the cat 
and determine a price.”.%4610 


(exp 1/20/5) 


Real Stories From Real People 
To Listen Call 800-314-7958 


* For Entertainment Purposes Only 


= So 





ONE LUCKY GIRL AND 5 
LUCKIER CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS 

| work at a hotel and it’s usually 
really boring but | had been 
looking forward to work all day 
on this particular day. A group 
of construction workers who 
were staying at the hotel made 
work a lot easier to bear. They 
had arrived to stay with us a 
week ago and | had worked 
every night. Some of them were 
very sexy with hot muscular 





bodies. Two of them in particu 
lar went out of their way to be 
extra friendly, Adam and 
Steve...1 sneaked upstairs witt 
Adam and Steve. They let me 
into the room that they were 
sharing with 3 of the other guys 
Adam began kissing me 
moved my head to one s 





wat > 
the ad let 
the room. They 

nes that were re 

y clothing and kissing 





hear this stor 


t y al 
14-7958 74135 (exe 

MY FIRST T/S 

ESCORT ENCOUNTER 


i my first 


with a trans 


ke to share with yo 











90ked love 
ebony Amazon 
all p breasts and a 
long flowing mane. | picked up 
the up the phone and a sultry 
J. Within an hour 








ice answere 

















or so there was a knock at the 
Joor...t hear this story ahi 
800-314-7958 74136 (exp: 02 
1/04 
SOPHIE’S FIRST TIME 
WITH A GIRL 
Hi my name Sophie and |'m 
years 1 like to tell you 
about my first time with another 
girl. It happened at a year 
ago and she was ollege 





roommate. Her name is Ke 
and she's absolutely gorgeous 
he’s tall with long blonde hair 
and D cup breasts. She has a 
yreat body as she works out a 
lot. The first time | noticed an at 
traction to her was watching her 
work out in the college gym. It 
gave me an unfamiliar ticklish 
sensation in my...one night we 
were Out on a girl's night on the 
town. We'd drunk a lot and had 
danced sexy together all night 
When we got back to our dorm 
room Kelly said that her back 
was hurting so | offered to give 
her a back rub. She took off her 
shirt and bra and | felt suddenly 
hot and wet...to hear this story 
call 800-314-7958 4322 
(exp:02/01/04) 








TO LISTEN “TO 
COMPLETION” CALL 
800-314-7958 AND 
ENTER THE 7 OF YOUR 
CHOSEN STORY. SUBMIT 
YOUR STORIES TO 
erosphere @ phx.com 
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For Discreet Online Shopping: AMAZINGDIRECT.COM For Locations & Upcoming Events: AMAZING.NET 












Bring a little 


Nantucket charm 
Into your home 
this season 








AON oo 


SAR a et 


TAMER A 





ARE 





Leslie Linsley takes you inside the private homes on Nantucket Island as they are 
decked out for the season. Along with a history of the local Christmas traditions, she 
offers inspiring project ideas for Christmas trees and door decorations, festive recipes, 







and beautiful table settings that will lend a warm, early-American flavor to all your 






holiday entertaining. 





Leslie Linsley, renowned style and craft expert, and author of Lesiie Linsley’s Découpage, is a resident of Nantucket. 
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Dark Designs and Visual Culture 

MICHELE WALLACE 

“Michele Wallace has long been one of the most insightful and brave 
writers dealing with popular culture in this country. Her latest work con- 
tinues that tradition of courage and wit.”—Nelson George 

488 pages, 61 b&w photos, paper $23.95 


Seeing the Unspeakable 

The Art of Kara Walker 

GWENDOLYN DUBOIS SHAW 

“[Shaw] brilliantly contextualizes Kara Walker’s work in terms of art 
history and African American history in a book that will be of tremendous 
value to scholars across many disciplines.” —Henry Louis Gates Jr. 

192 pages, 44 illustrations (10 in color), paper $21.95 


Imitation of Life 

FANNIE HURST 

Edited and with an Introduction by Daniel Itzkovitz 

“Iitzkovitz’s brilliant edition of imitation of Life places this controversial 
novel at the center of U.S. literary, cinematic, and social history.”—Lauren 
Berlant, author of The Queen of America Goes to Washington City: Essays 
on Sex and Citizenship 

344 pages, 7 illustrations, paper $22.95 


Long March Ahead 

African American Churches 

and Public Policy in Post-Civil Rights America 

R. DREW SMITH, eEpiTor 

“Everyone concerned about the future of black churches in the twenty- 
first century needs to ponder the implications of these important case 
studies.” —Lawrence H. Mamiya, coauthor of The Black Church in the 
African American Experience 

232 pages, 18 illustrations, cloth $29.95 


Prophets of the Hood 
Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop 


IMANI PERRY 
“Imani Perry has written the most subtle and nuanced treatment of 


hip hop that | know.”—Cornel West, Princeton University 
216 pages, paper $19.95 


Right to Rock 

The Black Rock Coalition and the Cultural Politics of Race 
MAUREEN MAHON 

“Anyone seeking to understand the ideas behind ‘Black Rock’—whether 
one hears that phrase as divisive or inclusive—would do well to pick up 
a copy of Right to Rock.” —Vernon Reid, guitarist, founder of the band 
Living Colour, and cofounder of the Black Rock Coalition 

336 pages, 39 b&w illustrations, paper $22.95 


This Was Not Our War 


cnian \ ~an 5° r r tis Doaar 
Bosnian Women Reciai g ine reace 


SWANEE HUNT 


Tietdalie 
y } 


RIGHT TO ROCK 


MAUREEN MANC 


Real Country 

Music and Language in Working-Class Culture 

AARON A. FOX 

“Aaron A. Fox’s Real Country gets to the heart and drama that fuels the 
cigarette smoke, music, talk, and beer of a honky tonk Saturday night.” 
—Peter Wolf, musician 

384 pages, 40 b&w photos, paper $22.95 


A Year at the Supreme Court 

NEAL DEVINS & DAVISON M. DOUGLAS, epiTors 

“The quiet of a storm center,’ Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. said of the 
Supreme Court. The storm—the drama—has never been more intense than in 
the 2002-03 term. Here the decisions of that term are brilliantly, provocatively 
described and analyzed.”—Anthony Lewis, author of Gideon’s Trumpet and 
Make No Law 

256 pages, paper $21.95 


A Jewish Family in Germany Today 

An Intimate Portrait 

Y. MICHAL BODEMANN 

“(T]he perfect palette from which to understand the conflicts and the 
compromises and commitments that Jews have had to make to live not only 
in Germany but in the modern world.”—Sander L. Gilman, author of f/ewish 
Frontiers: Essays on Bodies, Histories, and identities 

304 pages, paper $21.95 


Available at fine bookstores p | e 7 | 
were dukeupress.edu 





